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Hospital Board, has been selected to receive
the Centennial Heritage A ward.

The Centennial Heritage Award recognizes
individuals and corporations that support the
All Saints Health Foundation with major con-
tributions, as well as past hospital chiefs of
staffs, and foundation and board chairs. These
individuals who represent the leadership of the
hospital for the past 100 years are honored
with Centennial stars.

Leon Brachman has diligently served on the
Baylor All Saints Hospital Board since 1958. In
his tenure as a board member, the All Saints
Health Foundation has enjoyed many expan-
sions and advancements. In 1959, All Saints
moved to a new facility and increased its num-
ber of beds from 110 to 365. The Carter Re-
habilitation Center opened for cardio-pul-
monary and rehabilitation services in 1979. In
addition, the first liver transplant in Fort Worth
was performed at Baylor All Saints in 2002.

Mr. Brachman steadfast dedication to im-
provement and vision to Baylor All Saints has
benefited many. Today, he remains a promi-
nent figure by setting a high standard of excel-
lence and encouraging others. His compas-
sion, drive and determination for the better-
ment and quality of service at Baylor All Saints
Hospital should be emulated.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Mr.
Leon H. Brachman on receiving the Centen-
nial Heritage Award and commend his perse-
verance and desire to make Baylor All Saints
Hospital a symbol of quality health care.

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
CLAYTON E. KEELING, JR.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Clayton E. Keeling
Jr., devoted father, Vietnam War Veteran, and
friend and mentor to countless people
throughout our community.

Mr. Keeling grew up in the City of Cleve-
land. He honorably served our Nation for 4
years as a member of the United States Ma-
rine Corp, retiring in 1969 at the rank of Cor-
poral. His courageous tour of duty in Vietnam
was recognized with a Purple Heart Medal,
National Defense Service Medal and a Viet-
nam Service Medal.

Mr. Keeling’s lifelong dedication to and
focus on assisting United States Veterans was
clearly reflected throughout his professional
and personal life. He made an indelible impact
on the lives of numerous veterans and their
families as a Veteran’s Representative at the
Ohio Bureau of Job and Family Services,
where he worked for many years. Moreover,
Mr. Keeling volunteered his time and efforts to
raise the lives of veterans and to raise their
plight into the light of public consciousness.
Mr. Keeling was a founding member of the
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 15 of
Cleveland.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor, gratitude and remembrance of Mr.
Clayton E. Keeling, Jr. | extend my deepest
condolences to his daughter, Lindsay Keeling,
to his dearest friends, Marie Sudduth, Jack
Beech and Greg and Janet Tulley; and to his
extended family and numerous friends. Mr.
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Keeling’s sacrifice, courage and service that
he offered on behalf of our Nation and on be-
half of the veterans of our community, has
truly made a positive difference and will be
honored and remembered for all time.

———————

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WEST SPRINGFIELD
ELEMENTARY

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 40th Anniversary of
West Springfield Elementary located in Spring-
field, Virginia.

West Springfield Elementary, like all Fairfax
County public schools, has a commitment to
excellence, and the students, parents, and
staff of West Springfield are all dedicated to
having each student reach their highest poten-
tial. To kick off the celebration of their 40th
year of excellence, tonight the WSES students
will perform a night of patriotic music. The pro-
gram is entitled “Songs of America”, and each
grade level will perform a song, and the
school ensemble will close the night’s celebra-
tion. In addition, on May 31st, the school will
hold an open house to reunite old friends and
enjoy art displays and refreshments.

West Springfield Elementary School’'s com-
mitment to excellence has extended outside
the classroom and into the community. For the
second year, West Springfield Elementary is
holding its Wellness Walk on April 5th to ben-
efit Sickle Cell Anemia. Last year's walk raised
funds for lymphoma research. In addition, the
school has a chess club, and a Just-Say-No
Club in which fourth and fifth graders promote
ways to resist negative peer pressure. The
parents, teachers, and staff of the West
Springfield Elementary community get involved
in various activities including the Fun Fair,
which raises money for the school, and
BINGO nights which allow the school commu-
nity to gather for a night of fun.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to thank
the West Springfield Elementary School fac-
ulty and staff for the immeasurable contribu-
tions that they have made to the community
by shaping today’s youth and tomorrow’s fu-
ture. | congratulate the school on its many
successes over the last 40 years, and | wish
it more successful years in the future. | ask
that my colleagues join me in applauding this
outstanding and distinguished school.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Chairman,
during rolicall vote No. 59 on the Conaway
amendment to H.R. 4939, | was on a leave of
absence due to illness. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”
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HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Andy’s Army, a children’s volunteer or-
ganization in Connellsville, PA. During their
last week of school vacation, members of
Andy’s Army sacrificed swimming in the pool
and playing outside to raise $10,000 for vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina.

Andy’s Army, formed after the death of An-
drew Peperak, a 26-year military veteran, per-
forms community service in the Connellsville
area. In late August, the members collected
money to donate to the American Red Cross
Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund. The group sold
bottled water at a community parade and col-
lected money at two busy city intersections for
three days. They set their goal at $10,000 and
did not give up until they achieved it.

After accomplishing their goal, Andy’s Army
was invited to Heinz Stadium to present the
donation to Red Cross representatives. The
kids were greeted by members of the Pitts-
burgh Steelers football team. Inspired by their
enthusiasm and hard work, Pittsburgh Steel-
ers’ wide receiver Hines Ward matched their
contribution and donated another $10,000 to
the relief fund.

The kids of Andy’s Army have exhibited
compassion and determination to help others
who are less fortunate than themselves.
Andy’s Army participants Alex Peperak,
Charles Peperak, Luke Peperak, Elizabeth
Sparks, Andrew Sparks, Nicole Sparks, Tyler
Sparks, Ray Craig, John Eutsey, Ashleigh
Eutsey, McKenzie Wildey, Cassie May,
Courtney McClain, Katie Wilbur, Ashleigh
Hawk and Tiffany Sherbondy all deserve our
thanks and congratulations on their hard work
to give an extraordinary $10,000 contribution
to the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE, THE GLOBAL WAR ON
TERROR, AND HURRICANE RE-
COVERY, 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 16, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4939) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes:

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
opposition to this bill, the largest emergency
appropriations measure to ever be considered
by the House of Representatives. | do so with
great reluctance because there are several
positive aspects to the bill, including resources
for our dedicated troops. Despite these res-
ervations, | oppose this bill because the Ad-
ministration and the Majority in Congress have
failed to provide adequate oversight and ac-
countability for our operations in Irag.

Mr. Chairman, in four days we will mark the
third anniversary of this tragic war, a war that



E414

| opposed from the beginning and which has
already cost our country over $400 billion.
Without a strategy for success or an end in
sight, the Congressional Budget Office pre-
dicts the price tag for military costs alone will
reach $600 billion by the end of this decade.
The added costs of long-term healthcare for
our veterans, reconstruction assistance, and
economic aid will of course raise this figure
exponentially, prompting some of our Nation’s
best economists to predict that the long-term
costs of this war will rise as high as two trillion
dollars. Meanwhile, the loss of our best and
brightest young people can never be meas-
ured.

Going into war without the approval and
support of the international community and
without a plan for the post-war occupation pe-
riod has resulted in a Nation less secure now
than at the end of major combat operations.
Despite the heroic efforts of our military, and
the hundreds of billions of dollars poured into
Iraq, it is now on the brink of civil war. We've
seen how disastrously this administration’s
strategy, or lack thereof, has played out in
Irag, and yet we continue to circumvent the
normal budget process, putting hundreds of
billions of dollars on the national credit card
without any plan for success, any plan to
begin the process of bringing our troops
home, or any plan to turn Iraq over to the Iraqi
people.

Mr. Chairman, | voted in favor of our last
emergency supplemental bill because, among
other things, the bill instructed the Department
of Defense to provide a detailed report to Con-
gress of its military expenditures in Iraq and
Afghanistan to finally allow us to track how the
Administration was spending the taxpayer’s
money. Despite this language, the General
Accounting Office reported in November nu-
merous problems in DOD’s processes for re-
cording and reporting costs for operations in
Irag and Afghanistan. As a result, the GAO
found that neither DOD nor Congress can reli-
ably know how much the war is costing, nor
the details on how appropriated funds are
being spent. The facts are not being made
available and Congress is operating and ap-
propriating without them.

Congress is not fulfilling its responsibility to
act as the steward of the National Treasury. |,
along with several colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, have cosponsored legislation that
would restore oversight and accountability to
our budget process. Several of my colleagues
have called for hearings and investigations
into how funds are being spent in Irag. These
efforts have been met with near-total resist-
ance by the Majority leadership in the House,
and by the administration. Time and again we
who are elected to keep close watch over
spending are being denied the necessary tools
to do our jobs.

The good in this bill is increased funding to
address the crisis in Darfur, our fellow Ameri-
cans affected by the tragedy of Hurricane
Katrina and the language preventing the Dubai
Ports deal from moving forward. I've sup-
ported these efforts in the past and were
these provisions to be considered properly
under normal budget procedures, | would sup-
port them.

Whether or not Members support the war in
Iraq, it's becoming clearer day by day that the
President’s policies are unsustainable. Without
a change of direction and a clear plan for suc-
cess, | cannot in good conscience continue to
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pass off trillions of dollars to our children and
grandchildren to fund this debacle.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Chairman,
during rollcall vote No. 58 on the Millender-
McDonald amendment to H.R. 4939, | was on
a leave of absence due to iliness. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

———

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF JOHN
PETER SMITH HOSPITAL’S DEDI-
CATION TO CHARITY CARE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor John Peter Smith Hospital as it cele-
brates 100 years. JPS has been serving the
citizens of Tarrant County since its humble be-
ginnings in 1906.

John Peter Smith Hospital has always re-
tained its identity and mission to providing
charitable care. Starting with a very small staff
and limited space, JPS has tirelessly com-
mitted itself to the improvement of their pa-
tients’ health.

In the past 20 years alone John Peter Smith
Hospital has expanded outside the confines of
the typical hospital. They have opened an
AIDS clinic, a women’s center and other mul-
tiple clinics across the county. Most recently,
John Peter Smith Hospital has established a
new hospital with 30 beds in south Arlington.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that |
stand here today to celebrate John Peter
Smith Hospital for its 100th anniversary of ac-
tively providing quality health care to the thou-
sands in need. As their representative, as a
doctor and as a citizen of the 26th Congres-
sional District, | am grateful for JPS Hospital’s
service.

——————

IN HONOR OF REV. DR. JOSEPH
SKRHA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Rev. Dr. Joseph
Skrha, as family and friends gather to cele-
brate his 80th birthday and his continued love
and devotion to his North Broadway neighbor-
hood in Cleveland, Ohio.

Dr. Skrha’s joyous life is centered around
family, faith and community. His closest con-
fidant, his wife of nearly fifty-two years, Betts,
along with their children—Joseph Ray, Betsy,
John, the memory of their beloved son, Paul,
his son-in-law Daniel, daughter-in-law Patricia
and grandchildren, Katie, Christopher, Re-
becca and Nathaniel—are the guiding stars of
his life, illuminating a path they walk to-
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gether—a journey of hope, strength and heal-
ing that he continues to share with the resi-
dents of the North Broadway community.

Dr. Skrha was born, raised and still lives on
Broadway Avenue in Cleveland—in the heart
of the neighborhood that he’s served his entire
life. He graduated with honors from both John
Carroll University and Loyola University Med-
ical School, completed his residency at St.
Alexis Hospital then focused on establishing a
family medical practice. Dr. Skrha could have
practiced anywhere, but he turned down every
offer to move away from the neighborhood
that personifies the word ‘home.” As a caring
physician and an ordained Roman Catholic
Deacon, Dr. Skrha’s dedicated service has
softened the hard urban edges of the North
Broadway neighborhood. Dr. and Mrs. Skrha’s
united focus on making a difference in their
community has not wavered. They continue to
channel their social activism into numerous
civic endeavors, including their volunteer ef-
forts on behalf of the University Settlement,
The Broadway School of Music and the Arts,
and the Cleveland Sight Center.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor, gratitude and recognition of Rev. Dr.
Joseph Skrha, as we join with his family and
friends to celebrate his 80th birthday. Dr.
Skrha’s keen mind, compassionate heart and
gentle energy continues to inspire, energize
and strengthen the lives of the residents of
North Broadway and far beyond—including my
own. | wish Dr. Skrha an abundance of health,
peace and happiness in his continued journey
of faith and hope, today and for all time.

——

TRIBUTE TO THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF RAYMOND FLOYD

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Raymond Floyd for his serv-
ice to our Nation, the game of golf and the
Masters Tournament. Few events in the world
of sports can compare to the pageantry, beau-
ty and grace of the Masters Tournament in
Augusta, GA. And there are even fewer indi-
viduals who have contributed to that prestige
as much as Raymond Floyd.

Early in his career Raymond Floyd became
a role model for young people with his dedica-
tion to the game of golf, his family, and family
values.

Raymond was inducted to the World Golf
Hall of Fame in 1989. In 1992, he was hon-
ored as Golf World’s “Man of the Year.” Then,
in 1994, the Floyd family was named “Golf’s
Family of the Year” by Golf Week magazine.

Raymond Floyd's record in golf includes 62
victories worldwide. He won two PGA Cham-
pionships, one Masters Championship, and
one U.S. Open Championship. He played in
eight Ryder Cup competitions and served as
captain for another Ryder Cup Team. He
holds numerous scoring and course records.
He is also the only player to win on both the
PGA and Senior PGA Tour in the same year.
He has also joined the legendary Sam Snead
in winning during each of his four decades on
the professional tour.

In addition to his accomplishments playing
on the course, Raymond Floyd has made a
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