March 8, 2006

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E303

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LOUISE
LORENZI FOUNTAIN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Louise Lorenzi Fountain, a lifelong cit-
izen of Las Vegas, who died on Sunday, Jan-
uary 29, 2005, at the age of 92.

Louise was a link to the past as the last re-
maining child of David Lorenzi, the namesake
of Lorenzi Park. Louise was born on Novem-
ber 14, 1913, to David Lorenzi, a French im-
migrant, and Julia Travese Moore. Her young-
er years were devoted to helping her father
develop and manage Lorenzi Lake Park,
which was built by Lorenzi and is considered
a primary landmark in the development and
life of the citizens of Las Vegas. Louise’s fa-
ther has been noted as one of the 100 most
influential citizens of Las Vegas. He opened
the park in 1926 with a pair of man-made
lakes, a swimming pool, a dance hall, a band
shell, and other amenities that made it a rec-
reational refuge in the desert.

Louise married Edgar Fountain in 1936. He
had hitchhiked from Georgia in search of work
on the construction of the Hoover Dam. The
couple left Las Vegas for 10 years and lived
in Grand Coulee, Washington, where Edgar
helped build Grand Coulee Dam. After return-
ing to Las Vegas, she became a full partner
in several business ventures the couple start-
ed, including the Nevada Amusement Co., a
Toyota dealership, and a television sales busi-
ness.

Louise was active in two Methodist church-
es and was a member of the First Pres-
byterian Church. She was a charter member
and regent of the Valley of Fire Chapter of
The Daughters of the American Revolution.
She enjoyed gardening, playing bridge, and
entertaining friends. She was a loving, won-
derful person and a dear mother who will be
sorely missed. Louise’s life exemplifies her
service and contributions to the city she loved.
With her passing, a small fragment of beauty
and kindness has left us.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to stand on the
floor of the House to recognize Louise Lorenzi
Fountain and the wonderful life that she lived.

HONORING ROCHELLE STEVENS
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me today in recognizing the
achievements of 2-time Olympic medalist and
11-time NCAA All-American Rochelle Stevens.

A native Memphian, Rochelle has racked up
accomplishments both on and off the track.
She is a credit to our community, and her de-

termination and commitment to helping others
are an inspiration.

For the past 15 years, The Rochelle Ste-
vens Foundation has hosted an invitational
track meet in Memphis that has funded schol-
arships and new shoes for athletes across the
southeast.

Rochelle has made a difference. She has
inspired our community by her example and
her spirit, and we know our state is a better
place for her work.

On February 24, 2006, Rochelle was elect-
ed to the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame in
Nashville where she represents Memphis well.

We wish Rochelle all the best and thank her
for giving back so much to our community.

————————

MEDICARE PROGRAM NOT
CONFUSING

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to discuss the Medicare Part D prescription
drug plan, a historic program that renews our
commitment to our Nation’s seniors.

This plan gives seniors choices for prescrip-
tion drug coverage that will cost less while of-
fering more benefits. It has brought Medicare,
a program created 40 years ago, into the 21st
century. Millions of seniors who were without
access to drugs are now getting them and
many are saving thousands of dollars a year.

Clearly, people have liked what they have
heard about this program as sign-ups for the
third week of February amounted to 546,000
and the week before, numbered 543,000. All
told, almost 26 million people have signed up
so far.

The Democrats say that seniors are con-
fused about this program. I'm feeling a little bit
confused myself and here’s why: Democrats
are holding town halls for the sole purpose of
criticizing this plan while at the same time tell-
ing seniors they should consider signing up.
Well, | guess | can understand why they are
confused.

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing confusing
about a program that will help Medicare bene-
ficiaries pay for their prescription drugs while
at the same time saving them money.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BOB BLUM
HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Bob Blum who has broadcasted at over
1,000 sporting events for the University of Ne-
vada Las Vegas.

A member of the American Football Foun-
dation Hall of Fame for his work with the old

AFL’s Oakland Raiders and San Diego Char-
gers, it is hard to find anyone who has seen
more games than Bob since he began his
play-by-play career in 1948. Still going strong
at 85, he has been behind the microphone for
190 Rebels men’s basketball games, 80 foot-
ball games, 75 baseball games, 20 softball
games and over 635 women’s basketball
games. His current position is the announcer
for the Lady Rebels Basketball team.

Bob began commentating for UNLV in 1973.
One of his most memorable games was in
1977 when the Rebels made the Final Four
and were playing at Atlanta in the midst of
UNLV coach Jerry Tarkanian’s first round of
wrangling with the NCAA. At the last minute
Congressman Jim Santini had come to Atlanta
and didn’'t have a ticket, so Bob allowed the
Congressman to sit with him. The Congress-
man began cheering, and at half time Wayne
Duke, the commissioner of the Big Ten and
the head of the tournament committee, came
over and told Bob that his guest was not al-
lowed to cheer on the press row. Bob in-
formed the Commissioner that his guest was
none other than Congressman Santini, who
was the chairman of the committee inves-
tigating the NCAA. Commissioner Duke then
asked Bob to “Have him quiet down a little.”

Another favorite game that Bob Blum re-
members announcing took place the previous
year, in 1976. UNLV played Hawaii-Hilo and
beat them 164—111. With a combined score of
275 points, it is still the highest-scoring game
in NCAA history.

Mr. Speaker, | am grateful to honor Bill
Blum and his extraordinary career. | wish him
the best at announcing for another 1,000
games.

HONORING GORDON L. ZEINE

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it's not
every day that | get the opportunity to recog-
nize someone who has dedicated so many
years of service to our country.

I's with thanks and appreciation that | ask
my colleagues to join me today in recognizing
Gordon L. Zeine for his service as a member
of the U.S. Navy, and for his work supporting
our country’s defense efforts in the years that
followed.

Gordon’s 8 years in the Navy and his dec-
ades working on technology that has en-
hanced our security are wonderful achieve-
ments—achievements that will have a lasting
impact on our country. It's an impressive thing
to be able to say your work has made Amer-
ica safer.

We're grateful for Gordon and his contribu-
tions to America, and we know he has cer-
tainly earned his retirement. We’ll miss his tre-
mendous knowledge and dedication nonethe-
less, but we will build on his work.
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We know his daughter, Tina, who joined the
Navy and was the fourth generation to com-
plete boot camp at Great Lakes, lllinois, is al-
ready building on her family’s record of serv-
ice. It's because of families like Gordon’s that
America is strong.

Tennessee and America are proud of Gor-
don and we’re thankful for his service. God
Bless.

———

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1981 COM-
MISSION ON WARTIME RELOCA-
TION AND INTERNMENT OF CI-
VILIANS HEARINGS—INTRODUC-
TION OF THE COMMISSION ON
WARTIME RELOCATION AND IN-
TERNMENT OF LATIN AMERI-
CANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT
ACT OF 2006

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Commission on Wartime Reloca-
tion and Internment of Latin Americans of Jap-
anese Descent Act of 2006. This bill would
create a commission to review and determine
facts and circumstances surrounding the relo-
cation, internment, and deportation of Japa-
nese Latin Americans, and subsequently rec-
ommend appropriate remedies.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the
1981 Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians hearings. This commis-
sion concluded that the internment was the re-
sult of racism and wartime hysteria. Five years
after publishing its findings, then President
Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988 that provided an official apology and
financial redress to most of the Japanese
Americans who were subjected to wrongdoing
and confined in U.S. internment camps during
World War II. Those loyal Americans were vin-
dicated by the fact that not even a single doc-
umented case of sabotage or espionage was
committed by a Japanese American during
that time. This act was the culmination of a
half century of struggle to bring justice to
those to whom it was denied. | am proud that
our nation did the right thing. But 18 years
after the passage of the Civil Liberties Act,
there still remains unfinished work to com-
pletely rectify and close this regrettable chap-
ter in our nation’s history.

Between December 1941 and February
1948, approximately 2,300 men, women, and
children of Japanese ancestry became the vic-
tims of mass abduction and forcible deporta-
tion from 13 Latin American countries to the
United States. The U.S. government orches-
trated and financed the deportation of Japa-
nese Latin Americans to be used as hostages
in exchange for Americans held by Japan.
Over 800 individuals were included in two pris-
oner of war exchanges between the U.S. and
Japan. The remaining Japanese Latin Ameri-
cans were imprisoned in internment camps
without the benefit of due process rights until
after the end of the war. Japanese Latin
Americans not only were subjected to gross
violations of civil rights in the U.S. by being
forced into internment camps much like their
Japanese American counterparts, but addition-
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ally, they were victims of human rights abuses
merely because of their ethnic origin.

Further study of the events surrounding the
deportation and incarceration of Japanese
Latin Americans is both merited and nec-
essary. While most Americans are aware of
the internment of Japanese Americans, few
know about our government’s activities in
other countries resulting from prejudice held
against people of Japanese ancestry. Govern-
ment files thoroughly recorded U.S. involve-
ment in the expulsion and internment of an es-
timated 2,300 people of Japanese descent
who lived in various Latin American countries.
Uprooted from their homes and forcibly trans-
ported to the United States, these civilians
were robbed of their freedom as they were
kidnapped from nations not directly involved in
World War Il. The Commission of Wartime Re-
location and Internment of Civilians acknowl-
edged the federal actions in detaining and in-
terning civilians of enemy or foreign nation-
ality, particularly of Japanese ancestry, but the
commission had not researched the historical
documents that exist in distant archives.

That is why | am introducing the Commis-
sion on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act of
2006. We must review directives of the United
States military forces and the State Depart-
ment requiring the relocation, detention in in-
ternment camps, and in some cases, deporta-
tion of Japanese Latin Americans to Axis
countries and recommend appropriate rem-
edies, based upon preliminary findings by the
original commission and new discoveries. It is
the right thing to do to affirm our commitment
to democracy and the rule of law.

| am proud that there are many Members of
Congress and community activists who have
come together in this continuous fight for jus-
tice. | especially thank Representatives DAN
LUNGREN and MIKE HONDA for their commit-
ment to this issue and joining me in this effort.
The Campaign for Justice and Japanese
American Citizens League have been the van-
guard organizations driving this effort to en-
sure that injustice be rectified. Two weeks
ago, | had the privilege of joining with citizens
in Los Angeles at the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum to commemorate the Day of
Remembrance. First observed in 1978 in Se-
attle, the Day of Remembrance has become a
significant tradition in the Japanese American
community, rooted in recognition, education,
and activism for redress and social justice.
The Day of Remembrance is observed with
educational events around the country on or
around February 19 because on that day in
1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
Executive Order 9066, a directive that allowed
for the mass internment of persons of Japa-
nese ancestry. As we remember and reflect
on the tragedy that innocent people experi-
enced during World War I, it is my hope that
our government can do the same and right
this egregious wrong. A necessary first step to
achieving this altruistic goal is swift passage of
the legislation being introduced today.

Mr. Speaker, let us renew our resolve to
build a better future for our community by
dedicating ourselves to remembering how we
compromised liberty in the past. Doing so will
help us guard it more closely in the future. As
we remember the 25th anniversary of the first
commission hearings and commemorate the
Day of Remembrance, | look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to pass the Commis-
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sion on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act of
2006.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE COLTON
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise to pay tribute to the Colton
Chamber of Commerce on the occasion of its
Centennial Anniversary.

This institution, located in the “Hub” of the
Inland Empire, has been an economic engine
and key player in the region’s historical devel-
opment since 1906, when one of its founding
members, the California Portland Cement
Company, laid the foundation for the first Col-
ton Chamber of Commerce office building.

Throughout the past century, the Colton
Chamber of Commerce has been a driving
force, transforming a newly-created city into a
vibrant center of employment, thriving neigh-
borhoods, and diverse economy. The Cham-
ber’s innovative programs and services have
successfully created a lifeline of economic ac-
tivity which fuels the heart of the Inland Em-
pire to this day.

The Colton Chamber of Commerce has
more than 200 members who are committed
to strengthening the City’s prosperity while im-
proving the quality of life of more than 48,000
residents. The Chamber's services have
helped attract over 2,000 large and small busi-
nesses from a variety of industries to the re-
gion. These efforts have provided jobs for the
area’s diverse workforce, created economic
opportunities for low- and moderate-income
families, and expanded goods and services to
people from all backgrounds and walks of life.

| have had the privilege of working with
members of the Colton Chamber of Com-
merce and local leaders to enhance economic
development in the region. For example, at
the request of the Chamber and city leaders,
| helped reopen the comment period on land
restrictions posed by endangered species des-
ignations on the Delhi Sands Flower-Loving
Fly. Providing the City of Colton with an op-
portunity to present information to support its
case was an important first step to moving for-
ward vital projects that will improve local
schools, help grow small businesses, revitalize
neighborhoods, create jobs, and preserve our
environment.

Over the past 100 years, the Colton Cham-
ber of Commerce’s efforts have ultimately
helped increase opportunity in the lives of the
children, seniors, and low-income and middle-
class families who call the Inland Empire
“home”. The Chamber’s efforts will have a
long-lasting impact in the region and will help
chart the course of economic prosperity for
Southern California over the next 100 years.
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