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who broke with protocol to meet them at the 
airport. 

Polls show that the vast majority of the 
Indian people welcome what Prime Minister 
Singh described as ‘‘an act of historic rec-
onciliation.’’ This visit is already being com-
pared to Richard Nixon’s breakthrough jour-
ney to Communist China. By forging a new 
era in United States relations with South 
Asia, the president continues to build a for-
eign policy legacy. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARINE 
LANCE CPL. JOHN JOSHUA 
THORNTON, KILLED WHILE 
SERVING HIS COUNTRY IN IRAQ 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Marine Lance Cpl. John Joshua Thorn-
ton, who was killed on Saturday, February 25, 
2006, at the age of 22, while serving in Iraq. 
I recognize him today for his dedicated service 
to this country for the cause of freedom in a 
global community. 

Throughout his life, Josh did everything 100 
percent. As a child, he took over the role as 
head of the household, after his father, Rob-
ert, died in a work-related accident. He was al-
ways a great son, but became a man over-
night. Josh always enjoyed weightlifting and 
martial arts, and by the age of 7, he received 
his first black belt. He loved to help people, 
and he taught at an after-school program for 
underprivileged youth. Josh was always very 
outgoing and brought joy to those who knew 
him. 

It was Josh’s dream to be a Marine since he 
was very little. In November 2004, he joined 
the Marine Corp, 2 years after graduating in 
the top of his class at Tolleson Union High 
School. Josh was assigned as a rifleman to 
3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment and de-
ployed to Iraq in September. As a Marine, he 
received the Combat Action Ribbon, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Global War 
on Terrorism Service Medal and the Sea Serv-
ice Deployment Ribbon. Tragically, on Satur-
day, February 25, he died of wounds received 
during an enemy mortar attack while serving 
in Ramadi, Iraq. 

Joshua is survived by his mother, Rachel, 
brother, Kyle, and sister, Brianna. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity I 
have today, to recognize and honor Lance 
Cpl. John Joshua Thornton in front of my col-
leagues on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. I have been a longtime friend 
with his great, great grandmother Nita An-
drews and her recently deceased husband, Ed 
Andrews. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LEGACY 
OF MR. AND MRS. BEN H. CAR-
PENTER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Ben H. Car-

penter. Their lifelong dedication to improving 
lives and communities in North Texas will be 
sorely missed. Ben Carpenter passed last Fri-
day, March 3, at his home in Dallas. His wife, 
Betty Dupree, followed him in death on Sun-
day, March 5. 

Mr. Carpenter’s vision and astuteness as a 
business leader helped shepherd Dallas into a 
new role as an international city in the latter 
part of the 20th century. He ran one of the 
country’s largest insurance companies, South-
land Life Insurance, which was founded by his 
father, John Carpenter and later became 
Southland Financial Corp., for 30 years. In 
1959, he built the city’s tallest skyscraper, the 
Southland Center, which is now the Adam’s 
Mark Hotel. 

Mr. Carpenter’s greatest legacy is Los 
Colinas, one of the most successful real es-
tate developments in the United States. In the 
early 1970s he launched a plan to turn his 
family ranch into a world class residential and 
commercial community. Las Colinas now 
houses some 12,000 acres of apartments, 
homes, hotels, shopping centers, and com-
pany headquarters. The community is home to 
40 Fortune 500 Companies today, including 
ExxonMobil, Nokia, Microsoft, and Kimberly 
Clark. 

Mr. Carpenter served his country during 
World War II as a volunteer in the Army. He 
was awarded a Silver Star for his heroics in 
the China-Burma-India theater. Upon his grad-
uation from the University of Texas at Austin 
in 1948, he married this lifelong love, Betty 
Ann Dupree. 

Mrs. Carpenter will also be remembered for 
her commitment to service and giving spirit. 
She served as an officer and board member 
in several charitable organizations, including 
the Child Guidance Center of Dallas and the 
Irving Community Hospital. An active Pres-
byterian, she and her husband donated land 
for the creation of two new Presbyterian 
churches in the Dallas area. They also funded 
the construction of the Carpenter Chapel at 
the Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas. 

Betty and Ben Carpenter were charitable 
contributors to multiple causes in North Texas. 
They provided land for the establishment of 
the Irving Arts Center and the Irving Commu-
nity Hospital. Their generous gifts founded the 
Carpenter Family MBA Leadership Center and 
Carpenter Family MBA Leadership Endow-
ment at the University of Texas at Austin, and 
the Ben H. and Betty Dupree Carpenter En-
dowment for Cardiovascular Research at the 
Heart, Lung, and Vascular Clinical Center of 
Excellence at St. Paul Hospital of Dallas. 

Ben and Betty Carpenter’s endeavors in 
both the business and service worlds have left 
an indelible mark on the city of Dallas and the 
state of Texas. I honor their lives and their 
legacy; North Texas would not be what it is 
today without their contributions. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TED HODGES OF SA-
LINA, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the accomplishments of 

Ted Hodges, a high school student from Sa-
lina, Kansas, who recently won the Kansas 
Voice of Democracy Audio Essay Competition. 
Ted’s speech illustrates that our everyday ac-
tivities are freedoms that should not be taken 
for granted. I would like to submit the text of 
his speech for the record to encourage the 
citizens of our Nation to cherish their free-
doms. 

HOW I DEMONSTRATE MY FREEDOM 
I wake up, take a shower, get dressed, eat 

breakfast go to school I practice football, do 
my homework, talk with my family and 
friends, then go to bed. I go read the paper, 
go to church, watch TV. Each one of these 
simple, ordinary actions in itself seems mun-
dane, but is actually a concrete expression of 
freedom that I enjoy daily. Going to school 
an indulgence? Attending church a privilege? 
Writing an essay a luxury? C’mon. Those are 
all things that we take for granted, right? 
They are things that I have to do! 

In an address to Congress in 1941, President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt enumerated four 
freedoms that every American should expect 
and protect: freedom of speech, freedom to 
worship, freedom from fear, and freedom 
from want. To me, this is a tremendous ideal 
that America has been defined by through-
out the years. I am the everyday beneficiary 
of these four freedoms. 

Firstly, I express my freedom of speech by 
doing things such as writing letters to the 
editor of my local newspaper, posting web 
logs on the internet, and also encouraging 
school board members to change various 
policies. All of these things I can do without 
fear of retribution. I can peacefully dem-
onstrate or agitate for change on any sub-
ject. I can read articles in newspapers, maga-
zines, and websites that represent every 
viewpoint of the political spectrum. I can 
make my own contributions, find my own 
voice. 

The next freedom mentioned by President 
Roosevelt—freedom of religion—also is 
present in my life. Every day I see different 
religions. Christianity or Judaism, Muslim 
or Hindu: each of these has a place in this 
great nation. Some larger, some smaller, all 
tolerated. And not promoted or encouraged 
by the state or in our schools. I am free to 
offer a prayer to the God that I worship at 
any time, anywhere. Whether it’s being a 
crucifer for the last eight years during my 
church’s Sunday services or leading the team 
prayer after a hard-fought football game, I 
have that freedom. 

Another freedom, freedom from fear, is too 
found in our society. Personally, I have the 
freedom to sleep well at night knowing that 
our troops are working diligently not only to 
preserve our way of life, but to also bring 
that opportunity to many others. A day does 
not go by that we should not be extremely 
appreciative to those who have stepped into 
the line of fire to keep our nation free from 
fear. Laws that will govern and protect me 
and my family whether we are black or 
white, male or female, young or old. 

Freedom from want: Where do I start? I 
have all the privileges that the wealthiest 
nation on earth can give me. A strong 
school, competent teachers, good roads, and 
reliable energy. A hot shower. Food that’s 
safe. Freedom from want is something that 
we as Americans utilize every second of 
every day. 

As I look back on Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
four freedoms I begin to wonder, ‘‘How can I 
show my appreciation and demonstrate my 
own commitment to freedom?’’ The answer 
is shown in many of my every day actions. 

By taking advantage of every opportunity 
bestowed upon me: working diligently at 
school so that I can become a better in-
formed citizen. By exercising my religious 
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freedom to worship God as I choose. By not 
being afraid to voice my opinion. By becom-
ing an active member of my community— 
doing volunteer work, serving on boards. By 
paying taxes and holding the government ac-
countable. By working to improve the way of 
life for my descendants. By registering for 
the selective service and being ready to serve 
our country. And by being a dedicated, in-
formed voter. 

Living within the confines and routines of 
a typical teenager’s life, freedom might seem 
like a rare commodity. But the simple act of 
putting a pen to paper, of committing my 
voice to a recording for the Voice of Democ-
racy audio essay profoundly represents the 
many freedoms I take for granted every day. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TIMOTHY 
BURRIS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Timothy Burris, who retired on January 
3rd of this year, after 26 years of dedicated 
service to the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department, his last 8 years serving in the 
Laughlin Substation as Detective. 

Tim began his career in 1979 as a patrol of-
ficer in Las Vegas, and started the Bicycle Pa-
trol Unit there. He moved up to work in the 
Detective Bureau, an assignment he has 
maintained for the last 15 years. Tim also 
served on the International Outlaw Motorcycle 
Gang Investigators Association and before 
joining Metro, he served 3 tours in Vietnam in 
the U.S. Navy as a crewman on the U.S.S. 
Kawishiwi, affectionately referred to as the 
‘‘Special K’’ by the crew. 

Demonstrating that his job is something he 
does, not who he is, Timothy’s fondest memo-
ries are not necessarily the ones from being 
on the force, but rather memories of his fam-
ily. The detective has 3 sons that he is very 
proud of; Timothy, 30, a high school art and 
theater teacher; Matthew, 27, a member of 
Metro’s Mounted Patrol Unit; and James, 12, 
a middle school student and promising young 
bow-hunter. 

Tim has spent much of his career 
downplaying his efforts while serving on the 
force. When approached with a recommenda-
tion for an award or medal, with his typical 
humble demeanor he will tell you that he 
doesn’t see the need for medals or honors. He 
feels that he is just doing his job. That unas-
suming attitude is exactly what makes Tim so 
loved and respected. 

His fellow police officers describe him as a 
real professional and a long-time solid police 
officer of the highest caliber. His outstanding 
record shows that he is the go-to-guy on any 
difficult case. His knowledge and experience 
will be greatly missed in southern Nevada. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Timothy Burris on the floor of the House 
today. I congratulate him on a great career 
and wish him the best in retirement. 

IN HONOR OF NOT THIS TIME 
VETS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Not This Time Vets, a Santa Cruz 
County organization dedicated to ensuring the 
well being of veterans, both from previous and 
current conflicts. The organization was created 
in response to the indifference and hostility 
Vietnam soldiers faced as part of the Nation’s 
criticism of the war. A non-profit organization, 
Not This Time Vets is committed to honoring 
the service and sacrifices of veterans in Santa 
Cruz County as well as show appreciation for 
citizens currently serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and other parts of the world. 

Not This Time Vets has demonstrated its 
appreciation to our veterans by drawing atten-
tion to their honorable service as well as advo-
cating on their behalf in regard to preserving 
veterans’ benefits and programs. For the esti-
mated 18,000 veterans in Santa Cruz County, 
Not This Time Vets works to pay tribute to 
military service through organizing celebra-
tions, informational events and advocating for 
effective veterans’ support policies. On May 
21, 2005, Not This Time Vets sponsored a pa-
rade in Santa Cruz, which drew an estimated 
crowd of 2,000 people. Those in attendance 
enthusiastically showed their support for vet-
erans of all eras. While Americans may differ 
in their view of current and previous conflicts, 
we all need to honor the young men and 
woman serving this country, past and present. 
This is a universal point of agreement that Not 
This Time Vets keeps front and center. 

Mr. Speaker, we know military service is a 
valuable and difficult sacrifice. Organizations 
like Not This Time Vets provide important 
services to our communities and veterans by 
providing a forum through which recognition, 
respect and appreciation can be demonstrated 
to those who have served our country. While 
no gesture could ever remove the scars in-
flicted by war, Not This Time Vets hopes to 
heal those physical and emotional wounds by 
publicly recognizing their service and bringing 
to light the tribulations they still endure. I ap-
plaud Not This Time Vets for the services they 
have provided to veterans in our community 
and their intentions to spread their message of 
healing and appreciation throughout the coun-
try. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 80TH 
BIRTHDAY OF RICH DEVOS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Richard (Rich) DeVos, 
a great American business leader, on the spe-
cial occasion of his 80th birthday. Rich co- 
founded Amway Corporation, a direct selling 
company, based on the principle of helping 
people live better lives. By providing individ-

uals around the world the opportunity to be 
entrepreneurs, Amway has become an indus-
try leader, and is now a subsidiary of Alticor, 
Inc.—a Michigan-based company with inter-
national presence and annual sales of $6.4 
billion. 

Now retired from the company, Rich serves 
as Chairman of the Orlando Magic, which he 
and his family acquired in 1991. Rich con-
tinues to be a source of inspiration and moti-
vation to others by sharing accounts of his 
personal challenges and achievements 
through speaking engagements and writings. 
Remarkably, Rich did not stop upon reaching 
his American Dream, but rather continues to 
encourage others to believe in themselves and 
pursue their own dreams. Rich DeVos was 
born in Grand Rapids, Michigan on March 4, 
1926. He and his wife, Helen DeVos, have 
four children and fifteen grandchildren. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT 
GARY HOOD 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment Sergeant Gary Hood who retired on Jan-
uary 3, 2006, after 24 years of service on the 
force. 

Sgt. Hood began his career with the Las 
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (Metro) 
in 1976, after serving in the Air Force for 8 
years. He was a crew member of the USAF 
Thunderbirds before leaving the service. At 
Metro, Sgt. Hood started as patrol officer and 
remained so by choice for 15 years. He also 
served in the Special Investigations and Con-
cealed Weapons units for about 2 years and 
6 years respectively. Sgt. Hood has been a 
sergeant for 14 years. 

He and his wife, Sue, are the parents of two 
beautiful daughters, Christina, 26, and Erin, 
21. They also have one granddaughter, 
Rhianna, 5. All are residents of Henderson, 
NV. 

The more notorious cases that he was in-
volved with during his career include the 
shooting of rapper Tupac Shakur and the vio-
lent fight between the rival Hells Angels and 
Mongol outlaw biker gangs during the Laughlin 
River Run in 2002. Three people were killed 
and 13 others were shot or stabbed in the 
confrontation. 

Sgt. Hood received the 2002 Medal of Valor 
for his efforts in the shoot-out, the highest 
honor issued by the department. He also gives 
of himself by being a member of the Laughlin 
Town Advisory Board, a volunteer position. He 
can be described as a dedicated man, dedi-
cated to the community, the police department 
and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor Sgt. 
Gary Hood on the floor of the House today. I 
congratulate him on his retirement. He has 
been an honorable and valuable public serv-
ant and he will be missed. 
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