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Northeastern Pennsylvania, the St. Francis of
Assisi Kitchen, Temple Hesed, Presidents Ad-
visory Council of Keystone College and the
Economic Development Council of Lacka-
wanna County.

Married to Attorney Joseph R. Solfanelli, the
couple has three adult children.

On a personal note, let me express my ap-
preciation to Natalie for welcoming me into the
Greater Scranton community. Her boundless
energy and enthusiasm are infectious; every-
one who deals with Natalie is inspired to work
even harder to make Lackawanna County a
better place to live.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Natalie Solfanelli on the occasion of this
honor. Mrs. Solfanelli epitomizes the finest
level of selfless community service and the
quality of life in the greater Scranton area is
better because of her efforts.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CENTENARIAN DORA
KAUFFMAN OF HERNANDO COUN-
TY, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Dora Kauffman
of Hernando County, Florida. Dora has done
something that all of us strives for, but that
very few of us will ever accomplish, celebrate
her 100th birthday.

Born January 19, 1906 in New York, DORA
says that some of her fondest memories of
her childhood were times spent playing
games. She remembers seeing a dog for the
first time as one of the happiest events in her
life. She says she loved playing with the dog
everyday.

Dora married and was blessed with two chil-
dren, four grandchildren and several great
grandchildren. She says she is happy with her
life and would not change a thing if she had
her life to live over.

Today, Dora gets the most pleasure from
visiting with her resident friends and sitting
down to a good hot meal. The one thing she
likes most about Hernando County is the peo-
ple, in addition to the good weather. Her favor-
ite flower is the rose and her favorite color is
blue. Her advice to the young people is to,
“work hard and be good and kind to people.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in hon-
oring Dora Kauffman for reaching her 100th
birthday. | hope we all have the good fortune
to live as long as she has.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
DESIGNATING THE GOVERNOR
JOHN ANDERSON, JR. POST OF-
FICE BUILDING

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, joined
today by my Kansas colleagues Todd Tiahrt,
Jim Ryun and Jerry Moran, | am introducing
legislation that would designate the United
States post office located at 110 North Chest-
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nut Street in Olathe as the “Governor John
Anderson, Jr. Post Office Building.”

Governor Anderson was born near Olathe in
1917 and educated at Kansas State University
and the University of Kansas, where he re-
ceived a law degree in 1944. After serving on
the staff of U.S. District Court Judge Walter
Huxman for two years, John Anderson won
election as Johnson County Attorney in 1947,
where he served for six years. He was a
member of the Kansas State Senate from
1953-1956, and was appointed Kansas Attor-
ney General, serving from 1956-1961. Elected
Governor of Kansas in 1960 and 1962, he de-
feated incumbent Governor George Docking,
served as Governor during Kansas’ centennial
celebration, and appointed James B. Pearson
to the United States Senate upon the death of
Senator Andrew Schoeppel.

John Anderson’s tenure as Kansas Gov-
ernor was marked by numerous achieve-
ments, including:

Revision of the state’s pardon and parole
systems;

Creation of a combined state medical and
psychiatric hospital;

Restructuring of the state’s public school
system into unified districts;

Increasing of the state’s per-pupil expendi-
ture allowance;

Addition of the University of Wichita to the
state board of regents system;

Sanctioning of fair employment practices
standards;

Approval of an advanced public employee
retirement system;

Advancements in highway construction;

Expansion of vocational-technical schools;

Authorization of a state library consultant;

Improvements in the public welfare system;
and

Reorganization of state agencies, commis-
sions and boards.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation honoring an im-
portant Kansas leader is long overdue, and |
know that my delegation colleagues look for-
ward with me to its speedy enactment.

———————

IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS L.
BRANNIGAN, FIRE SERVICE CON-
STRUCTION EDUCATOR WITH A
LEGACY OF PUBLIC SERVICE AS
A GROUNDBREAKING LEADER IN
PROVIDING FOR FIREFIGHTER
SAFETY

HON. CURT WELDON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with great sadness and tremen-
dous gratitude to honor the life of Francis L.
Brannigan, who over the years has helped
firefighters be more astute to the importance
of knowing building construction to promote
firefighter safety. As a groundbreaking leader
in providing for firefighter safety, Frank was
one of the first to realize that the biggest
threat to firefighters were the buildings they
were working in. Throughout his career, Frank
provided constant focus on the issues associ-
ated with building construction and the fire en-
vironment. The safety of firefighters was al-
ways the focus of his message and as a re-
sult, generations of firefighters will be safer
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because of his message. The knowledge that
he possessed, and generously shared, was
second to none.

Frank Brannigan devoted more than half of
his 63-year career to the safety of firefighters
in building fires. He was well known as the au-
thor of “Building Construction for the Fire
Service,” and for his lectures and videotapes.
The first edition of his “Building Construction
for the Fire Service” was an instant success in
1971. Since then, it has sold more than
130,000 copies in three editions, the most re-
cent of which was published in 1992. Des-
ignated by Fire Chief as one of the 20 people
who most influenced the fire service in the
20th century, Frank Brannigan was truly one
of the giants of the fire service.

Frank Brannigan was not a fire chief or an
engineer, but he became one of the most im-
portant influences in the fire service in the last
quarter of the 20th century. | am proud to say
| knew Frank Brannigan.

Mr. Speaker, the Fire Service has lost an
exceptional leader and guardian of firefighters
everywhere. | wish Frank Brannigan’s wife
Maurine and family my heartfelt condolences
and may they find comfort in knowing that the
many people he impacted deeply value his
dedication and generosity and the example of
his life and work. Frank Brannigan exemplified
the spirit of service that has made this country
great. As long as firefighters fight fires, the fire
service will be the beneficiary of Frank’s writ-
ing, scholarship, zeal and life-saving message.

TRIBUTE TO MARIA DE LOS
ANGELES OBREGON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th birthday of Maria de los
Angeles Obregon Pefa who was born on the
23rd of December, 1905, in San Luis Potosi,
Mexico.

Maria de los Angeles Obregon Pefia moved
to Laredo, TX in 1910 with her two brothers
and widowed mother. Her father, Gumaro
Obregon, was the youngest brother of Presi-
dent Alvaro Obregon and was assassinated
for political reasons. While in Laredo, Maria
has memories of sitting on the rooftops in La-
redo and listening to gun fire just across the
border in Nuevo Laredo during the 1910 Rev-
olution.

Maria attended public school until the eighth
grade when she was forced to leave to help
the family make enough money to sustain
itself. Later, on July 10th, 1933, she married
Ramiro Santos Pena in Laredo. Together, they
had three children, Pauline P. Baclesse of
Mexico, MO, Ramiro A. Pena of Holland, TX,
and Carlos D. Pena of Clear Lake, TX.

Maria and Ramiro were both active mem-
bers of the Primera Iglesia Bautista where
their children were baptized. Maria credits her
outlook on life and her faith in God for her lon-
gevity. Laredo is proud to have Maria as a cit-
izen, and is pleased to celebrate her 100th
birthday.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the chance to
honor a fine citizen of Texas.
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CONGRATULATING DR. TIMOTHY
LYNN JACKSON

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Timothy Lynn Jackson of
Highland Village, TX, for receiving the pres-
tigious Fulbright award to teach abroad in
South Korea during the 2005-2006 academic
year. Dr. Jackson was honored with this
award for his talents in the field of music at
the University of North Texas.

The Fulbright program is sponsored by the
Department of State Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs. The program was estab-
lished in 1946 with the purpose of building
mutual understanding between the people of
the United States and the rest of the world by
allowing recipients to study, lecture or conduct
research in an international exchange pro-
gram.

Timothy was selected on the basis of his
professional achievement, as well as dem-
onstrated leadership potential in his field.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Dr.
Timothy Lynn Jackson on receiving this award
and praise his dedication and desire to help
his community and country.

CONGRATULATING JOHN COS-
GROVE AS HE IS HONORED BY
THE LACKAWANNA RIVER COR-
RIDOR ASSOCIATION

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to
John Cosgrove, former executive director of
the Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority in
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania. Mr. Cos-
grove has been honored by the Lackawanna
River Corridor Association for his leadership in
creating partnerships to preserve and develop
the Lackawanna Valley’s historic, cultural, nat-
ural and economic resources through preser-
vation, education and promotion of the re-
gional heritage.

The Lackawanna River Corridor Association
is a non-profit community organization created
in 1987 to promote the restoration and protec-
tion of the Lackawanna River and its water-
shed resources. A major goal of the LRCA is
to foster the development of a 40 mile long
network of parks and trails along the Lacka-
wanna River.

The Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority
and the Lackawanna River Corridor Associa-
tion have been collaborating to get the 40 mile
trail and greenway system built. Known as the
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail, several sec-
tions were developed in the past few years.
Other sections are in final engineering phases
and will be under construction soon.

Begun under Mr. Cosgrove’s tenure, the
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail project is a
strategic link in the work of the authority and
its partners to promote the economic and envi-
ronmental revitalization of communities along
the river.
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Mr. Cosgrove was named to be the first ex-
ecutive director of the newly formed Associa-
tion of National Heritage Areas in 2004. Prior
to his 6 years with the LHVA, he served as
executive director of Neighborhood Housing of
Scranton and held several positions in the ad-
ministration of the late Governor Robert P.
Casey. He also chaired several initiatives for
Scranton Tomorrow including City Pride and
First Night Scranton.

Mr. Cosgrove resides in Scranton with his
wife, the former Eileen Egan Cosgrove and
their three daughters.

On a personal note, | wanted to mention
how much | enjoy working with John and look
forward to continuing to work with him on his
expanded portfolio serving heritage areas
around the country. John is yet another exam-
ple of a talented Northeastern Pennsylvanian
who is now sharing his skills to serve the en-
tire Nation.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating John Cosgrove on the occasion of this
honor. Mr. Cosgrove’s leadership, dedication
and commitment has enhanced the quality of
life in the Greater Scranton region and all its
citizens are better because of it.

———

TRIBUTE TO CENTENARIAN ANNA
PORIZO OF HERNANDO COUNTY,
FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Anna Porizo of
Hernando County, Florida. Anna has done
something that all of us strives for, but that
very few of us will ever accomplish, celebrate
her 100th birthday.

Born September 20, 1905 in Jersey City,
New Jersey, Anna attended school through
the 10th grade and then went to work at the
Box Company. She has fond memories of
cooking with her mother during her childhood
years.

Anna married John Porizo and was blessed
with a child, a grandchild and 2 great grand-
children. The happiest moment in her life was
the birth of her daughter. Anna says that the
proudest and most meaningful moments in her
life were watching her daughter and grandson
grow up.

Anna moved to Hernando County with her
daughter and says the weather is what she
likes most about the county. Today, she gets
the most pleasure from relaxing and enjoying
a bowl of cold ice cream. Her favorite flower
is the rose and her favorite color is pink. Her
advice for the young people is to, “spend
more time with family and do more family
things.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in hon-
oring Anna Porizo for reaching her 100th birth-
day. | Hope we all have the good fortune to
live as long as she has.
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TRIBUTE TO MAX FALKENSTIEN

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Max Falkenstien, the “Voice
of the Kansas Jayhawks”, who will be retiring
at the conclusion of the 2005—2006 men’s
basketball season at the University of Kansas.

The conclusion of the current season will
mark Max Falkenstien’s 60th season of broad-
casting Kansas University sporting events. At
age 81, he has been inducted into the
Naisimith Basketball Hall of Fame, the College
Football Hall of Fame, the Kansas Sports Hall
of Fame, and the KU Athletic Hall of Fame.
He was the first inductee of the Lawrence
High School Hall of Honor. Additionally, he
has been awarded an honorary “K” by the
Kansas Lettermen’s Club. The Sporting News
in 2001 named Falkenstien “the best college
radio personality in the country” and ESPN’s
Dick Vitale included KUs Bob Davis and
Falkenstien in his “Sweet 16” of the best an-
nouncer teams in the United States.

A true legend, Max Falkenstien has been
synonymous with KU athletics for 6 decades.
As KU basketball coach Bill Self recently said
in the Lawrence Journal-World, “Max has per-
formed at the highest level over an extended
period of time like very few in his profession.”
Falkenstien broadcast his first basketball
game—an NCAA tournament game in Kansas
City between KU and Oklahoma A&M—on
March 18, 1946. His next broadcast was KU
versus TCU in football on September 21,
1946. He was play-by-play voice of the
Jayhawks for 39 years and then switched to a
commentator’s role in September 1984 when
Bob Davis assumed play-by-play duties.
Falkenstien provided play-by-play for the Big
Eight Conference basketball game of the week
between 1968 and 1971, and for more than 3
decades hosted football and basketball coach-
es’ TV programs, including those for Don
Fambrough, Pepper Rogers, Mike Gottfried,
Ted Owens, Larry Brown and Roy Williams.

Mr. Speaker, | include with this statement a
recent article from the Lawrence Journal-
World summarizing Max Falkenstien’s out-
standing career and | join with all KU fans in
wishing him well in his long overdue, richly de-
served retirement as “Voice of the Kansas
Jayhawks.”

——————
HONORING JOSEPH J. MANERCHIA
UPON HIS RETIREMENT AS

CHIEF OF THE MARCUS HOOK
FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. CURT WELDON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to take this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to Chief Joseph J. Manerchia upon his re-
tirement as Fire Chief of the Marcus Hook Fire
Department after more than 30 years of distin-
guished and dedicated service to the Depart-
ment.

Joseph J. Manerchia joined the Marcus
Hook Fire Company No. 1 at the age of 15 in
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