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Eleanor, children, grandchildren, great grand-
children and great-great grandchildren.

Mike was born in 1919 in Blackwell, Okla-
homa. Growing up during the Great Depres-
sion, he faced many hardships, but with great
determination and a strong work ethic he
strived to achieve a better life.

At the onset of World War Il, Mike Faulkner
answered his country’s call. Serving in the
Third Army, Mike was involved in many major
battles throughout Europe. He stormed the
beach at Normandy, survived the Battle of the
Bulge and participated in the liberation of Da-
chau. It was at Dachau that Mike saw the cru-
elty of the Nazi regime. Mike later shared his
story in a documentary on the concentration
camps to remind generations to come of some
of our world’s darkest history.

Upon returning home, he moved to Cali-
fornia where he attended Fresno College,
known today as California State University—
Fresno. He obtained a degree in Biology and
a teaching credential. In 1955, he became a
teacher with the Madera Unified School Dis-
trict. Many will remember Mr. Faulkner as their
favorite biology teacher at Thomas Jefferson
Middle School.

In 1960, the science teacher married his be-
loved Eleanor and together they raised 3
daughters, Glenda, Shirley and Joyce Ann as
well as 2 foster children, John and Carolyn
Sue Vogel.

One of the crowning achievements of Mr.
Faulkner's career in education was as Prin-
cipal at John Adams Elementary School in
Madera, California. As Principal, he was
known as a strict taskmaster who was quick to
punish you when you did wrong but equally
quick to recognize and reward a job well done.

Retirement couldn’t keep Mike Faulkner out
of the classroom. He continued to lend his
years of experience to troubled youth at the
Juvenile Hall and the Sugar Pine Continuation
School. He served as a substitute teacher at
Madera High School and when he wasn'’t sub-
stitute teaching, he spent time baking, sharing
stories with friends, and caring for his beloved
family.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Irvin “Mike”
Faulkner posthumously for his tremendous
service to his country and community. | invite
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the life
of Irvin “Mike” Faulkner and to express the
condolences of a grateful Nation to the Faulk-
ner family.

———

TRIBUTE TO VIVIAN TESSIERI ON
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE U.S. HOUSE
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the Democratic Members and staff of
the House Science Committee to recognize a
long-time member of the Committee staff—
Vivian Tessieri.

Vivian will be leaving the Science Com-
mittee early next month after nearly 30 years
of devoted service. She is one of the longest
serving staff members in the history of the
Committee and she will be greatly missed.

Vivian was hired by the Committee on
Science in 1977, shortly after legislation
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passed to significantly expand committee
staffs. At that time, the Science Committee
had 7 subcommittees and the minority staff
(then Republican) grew from 4 to its present
size.

I’'m told that the rapidly growing staff needed
someone to bring order to the chaos, and Viv-
ian—then a young staff assistant with a num-
ber of years experience at the General Ac-
counting Office—fit the bill.

Vivian’s job has not been easy. Her first as-
signment was on an extremely busy sub-
committee. Vivian jumped right in and brought
unprecedented discipline to the operation.

Staff who worked with her assured me that
Vivian’s years on the Energy Subcommittee
were some of its most productive—laying the
foundation of energy policy still adhered to
today. Vivian excelled at her job and was
quickly promoted. When the Full Committee’s
legislative clerk retired in the early 1980s, Viv-
ian was the obvious choice for that position.

She brought her enthusiasm for organiza-
tion, common sense to ask questions, and
savvy communications ability to the position
and it has never been the same.

Generations of members and staff assume
that Committee events automatically run
smoothly and flawlessly, but the fact is that
Vivian has been the force behind the Commit-
tee’s administrative success.

Even in the midst of her daily workload—
endless archiving, copying and maintenance
of Committee records—Vivian has always
found time to take a personal interest in staff
members’ legislative issues and keep them in-
formed of related topics moving forward out-
side of the Science Committee’s jurisdiction.
She has a keen eye and depth of historical
Committee knowledge that is unparalleled.

Only one other Committee employee has
worked for the Republicans, then the Demo-
crats, then the Republicans once again. This
is a testament to Vivian’s unparalleled profes-
sionalism and devotion to her job.

Those who have worked alongside Vivian
through the years say that to describe Vivian
is to combine a high level of competence with
an unfailingly helpful, professional and friendly
manner. She has been a delight to work with,
always dependable and conscientious in her
work, while maintaining her serenity and good
cheer under pressure.

Vivian loves this institution. Her commitment
to her work is a testament to her genuine de-
sire to see members, Committees and staffs
succeed for the constituents they serve.

People like Vivian do not come along very
often and many times we don'’t realize their
true value until they have gone. Regrettably
that time has come. Vivian, we wish you noth-
ing but success and happiness as you take
your immense talents to the private sector.

———

HONORING CHIEF RICHARD CUPIT

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Chief Richard Cupit for 43 years of
service to the Mundy Township Fire Depart-
ment and community.

Over the past 43 years, Chief Cupit has
saved lives, homes, and businesses. His ac-
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tions have directly impacted the quality of life
in Genesee County. His courageous actions
saving a life in 1988 and the Chief’s assist-
ance during the Clara Barton Nursing Home
disaster are just two of many acts that have
been singled out by the State of Michigan and
Genesee County.

The Mundy Township community has
changed since Chief Cupit first started working
as a fire fighter for the township in 1963. As
he moved up through the ranks the community
grew and the nature of firefighting changed.
His work with the 800MHz Committee, the
Hazmat Committee, the Local Emergency
Planning Committee, the Genesee County,
Michigan and International Fire Chiefs asso-
ciations, reflect his strong commitment to serv-
ing the people of this community. As the direc-
tor of county fire department coordination he
exhibited the ability to work with a diverse
group of peers with competing priorities and
often under stressful and life threatening cir-
cumstances.

| ask the Congress to rise with me today
and congratulate Chief Richard Cupit on a
long and illustrious career as a fire fighter and
a Fire Chief and extend our best wishes to
him as he enters a new phase of his life.

———

TRIBUTE TO FOUR WWII U.S.
ARMY CHAPLAINS

HON. SUE W. KELLY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the heroism and courageous act of self-
sacrifice of four U.S. Army Chaplains. On a
chilly February day in 1943 during the perilous
times of World War Il, these four soldiers self-
lessly gave their life jackets to their fellow
comrades as the USS Dorchester sunk to the
depths of the Atlantic Ocean. The chaplains
may have perished on that fateful day but their
memory of sacrifice lives on forever.

The chaplains included: LT George L. Fox,
LT Alexander D. Goode, LT Johnny P. Wash-
ington, and LT Clark V. Poling. The four hon-
orable men represented differing religious
faiths ranging from Catholic to Jewish to
Protestant. Not only did each chaplain teach
of their respective religion, but with their hum-
ble act exercised their faiths inherent prin-
ciples of goodwill and charity toward others.

| would like to commend the American Le-
gion Argonne Post No. 71 in Brewster, New
York, who on Monday, February 6, 2006, will
remember the four Army chaplains in cere-
mony. Honoring the requests of the Argonne
Legion post | gratefully join them in remem-
bering February 5th as Four Chaplain’s Sun-
day. As a Nation, it's imperative that we follow
the lead of the American Legion and join in
honoring these four brave and courageous
soldiers.

TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM LEPSCH

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. William Lepsch on the occasion
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of his retirement and his dedication to public
service.

Mr. Lepsch has made a lifetime commitment
to his community and Nation. As a young
man, he served our Nation in the army during
the Vietnam War. He has spent over 30 years
as a member of the Attica Fire Department,
serving as Chief, Rescue Squad Captain,
EMT, and representing the department on var-
ious county and regional boards. He has
served the residents of the Village of Attica as
a Village Trustee for 10 years, most recently
as Deputy Mayor. Mr. Lepsch has also been
active in his parish church, serving as a parish
board member and parish school volunteer ac-
countant.

Colleagues, friends, and family alike hail Mr.
Lepsch as someone who has exemplified gen-
uine concern and dedication to his family and
his neighbors and constituents.

It is with a great pride and gratitude that |
rise to thank and honor Mr. Lepsch for his
many years of commitment and loyalty to the
citizens of Attica and Wyoming County.

———

HONORING GEORGETTE “TOOTSIE”
LASKE ON THE OCCASION OF
HER RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the many
family, friends, and community members who
have gathered to pay tribute to an outstanding
member of the Branford community and a
dear friend of mine, Georgette “Tootsie”
Laske. After twenty-seven years of dedicated
service to the Town of Branford, Tootsie has
retired from municipal service. Though she will
no longer be at Town Hall, | have no doubt
that Tootsie will continue to be a fixture in the
Branford community.

A life-long resident of Branford, Tootsie
graduated from Branford High School where
she was an active and skilled athlete. Playing
basketball, field hockey, volleyball, and gym-
nastics, Tootsie was recognized in 1999 for
her accomplishments with induction into the
Branford Sports Hall of Fame. After high
school, Tootsie began working for Security In-
surance Company and Nationwide Insurance.
However, in 1978, Tootsie was hired by then
Town Clerk Peter Abondi as Branford’s Assist-
ant Town Clerk—a position which she held
until her election as Town Clerk in 1992. In
her many years of service at Town Hall, Toot-
sie has made residents and non-residents
alike feel welcome with her complimentary
Tootsie Roll candies. Her kind heart and spe-
cial way with people made her a popular fig-
ure at Town Hall and there is no doubt that
her presence will be missed.

Tootsie’s dedication to her community ex-
tended far beyond her work at Town Hall. Our
communities would not be the same without
those individuals who so willingly volunteer
their time and energy on behalf of others.
Throughout her lifetime, Tootsie has been this
kind of community member—always willing to
help in any way that she could. Whether it
was as a volunteer for the Special Olympics
World Games Connecticut in 1995, as a long-
time member of the ltalian-American Women’s
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Auxiliary of Branford, or her work with a mul-
titude of local civic organizations, Tootsie’s un-
wavering efforts have touched the lives of
many. | have no doubt that, though she will be
enjoying her retirement, Tootsie will continue
to find ways in which she can enrich the com-
munity as well as the lives of others.

| am also glad to have this opportunity to
extend my personal thanks and sincere appre-
ciation to Tootsie for her many years of sup-
port and friendship. Tootsie is an extraordinary
woman and | consider myself privileged to call
her my friend.

For her countless hours of service, both pro-
fessionally and personally, to the Town of
Branford, | am proud to rise today to join her
husband, James; her four children, Kathleen,
Nancy, Thomas, and James; her eight grand-
children, Jenna, Bridget, Kelly, Scott, Mikayla,
Patrick, Allison, and Kirsten; family, friends,
colleagues, and community members in ex-
tending my sincere congratulations to Geor-
gette “Tootsie” Laske as she celebrates her
retirement. Her generosity, compassion, and
good heart have left an indelible mark on the
Branford community and a legacy that will in-
spire generations to come. My very best wish-
es for many more years of health and happi-
ness.

————

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES
OF SAN JOSE’S REFUGEE RESET-
TLEMENT PROGRAMS

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor
Catholic Charities of San Jose’s 25th anniver-
sary of its refugee resettlement programs.

Less than 1 percent of the refugees in
camps are accepted by Western countries for
resettlement. Refugees who have already suf-
fered unthinkable crimes and injustices are
often forced to wait in camps for as long as 10
years before being interviewed for consider-
ation. The very lucky few who are accepted
for immigration to the United States often ar-
rive with little to no money, few, if any, family
and only the hope and dream of a better life.

To ease this very difficult transition, Catholic
Charities meets these refugees at the airport
and begins the resettlement process imme-
diately. They and their team of committed vol-
unteers provide financial support for housing,
food, clothing and other necessities, medical
care, case management and independent liv-
ing skills training such as budgeting skills,
housing assistance and food preparation.

In their 25 years of dedication and hard
work, over 20,000 refugees have been as-
sisted in their quest to build a better life for
themselves and their future generations.
Catholic Charities of San Jose provides these
valuable services at no cost to the immigrant.

This program is one of many that Catholic
Charities provides in its overall vision of trans-
forming lives. This wonderful organization
strives to empower meaningful, quality living
through economic, familial and emotional sta-
bility. Catholic Charities serves people of all
beliefs, cultures, ethnicities and ages and
serves a diverse population from various eth-
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nic backgrounds and provides services in 17
languages.

It is indeed an honor and a privilege to have
a warm, welcoming and nurturing organization
in my district that appreciates and honors the
diversity that makes America, and specifically
San Jose, California, a desirable place to live,
work and raise a family.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE GARY
FRONTIERS SERVICE CLUB

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty.
Dr. King’s life and, unfortunately, his untimely
death remind us that we must continually fight
to secure and protect our freedoms. Dr. King,
in his courage to act, his willingness to meet
challenges, and his ability to achieve, em-
bodied all that is good and true in the battle
for liberty.

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens
of communities throughout our Nation. It lives
on in the people whose actions reflect the
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help
move our country into the future. In particular,
several distinguished individuals from Indi-
ana’s First Congressional District will be rec-
ognized during the 27th Annual Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Breakfast on Monday, January
16, 2006, at the Genesis Center in Gary, Indi-
ana. The Gary Frontiers Service Club, found-
ed in 1952, sponsors this annual memorial
breakfast.

This year the Gary Frontiers Club will pay
tribute to five local individuals who, for dec-
ades, have unselfishly contributed to improv-
ing the human condition of others in the City
of Gary. Those individuals who will be recog-
nized as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers
at this year’s breakfast include: Reverend Nor-
man L. Hariston Sr., who is retired and a
member of St. John Baptist Church; Dr. Al-
fonso D. Holliday Il, a semi-retired physician
who served Gary residents and is now a con-
sultant; Roosevelt Haywood Jr., activist and
former Gary City Councilman;  Willie
Kuykendall, a 1960’s voting activist; and
Cherrie B. White, a retired activist, will receive
the 2006 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum
Major Award.

The late Mrs. Rosa Louise Parks will be-
come the only person to receive a Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Honorary Drum Major Award
for her single courageous act of dignified defi-
ance on December 1, 1955, which set in mo-
tion the Modern Civil Rights Movement.

Though very different in nature, the achieve-
ment of all these individuals reflect many of
the same attributes that Dr. King possessed
as well as the values he advocated. Like Dr.
King, these individuals saw challenges and
rose to the occasion. Each one of the honored
guests’ greatness has been found in their will-
ingness to serve with “a heart full of grace
and a soul generated by love.” They set laud-
able goals, and they worked hard to achieve
them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the Gary Frontiers Service Club:
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