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obstacles for those living with the illness.
Robin Bohannan was an early warrior in the
battle against HIV/AIDS and all these years
later, her efforts serve as a model for how one
person can make a lasting contribution to the
greater community.

For her years of service, her devotion to
others, her role in building a community of
support, and her ability to harbor equal parts
courage and compassion, | ask my colleagues
to join me in honoring Ms. Robin Bohannan
upon her resignation as executive director of
the Boulder County AIDS Project. | am sure
that her future endeavors will continue her leg-
acy of service to Colorado.

SALUTING C. THOMAS KEEGEL

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Mr. C. Thomas
Keegel. Mr. Keegel joined the Teamsters in
1959 as a member of Local 544 in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. He was a driver for the
Sterling Cartage Company.

From driver to recording secretary of Local
544, Mr. Keegel has held elected office for 25
out of the 47 years he has been a member of
the Teamsters Union.

Since being elected to general secretary-
treasurer in March of 1999, Mr. Keegel has
not only balanced the union’s budget for the
first time in nearly a decade, but has helped
set an example of clarity and ethics for local
union chapters.

In addition, Mr. Keegel has taken a leading
role in continuing the Teamster's comprehen-
sive anti-corruption policy, instituting sweeping
reforms and safeguards in every area of the
union’s finances, as well as initiating legal ac-
tions to recover money stolen from the union
in past years.

It is for these reasons that | stand in rec-
ognition of the work and dedication Mr. C.
Thomas Keegel has demonstrated to labor
workers across this country and especially the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters.

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
HATTIE McDANIEL

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of Hattie McDaniel, a
woman of firsts, whose career as an ac-
claimed singer and actress on film, television,
and radio inspired and illuminated the lives of
many. Her dynamic career afforded her the
opportunity to break barriers in the entertain-
ment industry, which allowed her to inevitably
create a path for other gifted and aspiring Afri-
can-Americans in the arts to travel.

Ms. McDaniel was born on June 10, 1895 in
Wichita, KS, to Henry McDaniel, a Baptist min-
ister and freed slave and Susan Holbert, a
spiritual singer. She was raised in Denver,
CO, and was the 13th child of the family. Re-
alizing her talents at an early age, her father
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put her in the family performance troupe he
organized and managed.

Her experience aided her in winning a
medal in dramatic art at age 15. However, in
1910, she dropped out of school and gained
employment as a band vocalist with Professor
George Morrison’s Negro Orchestra. She
toured the country and in 1915 became the
first African-American to sing on network radio
in the United States.

Ms. McDaniel worked in minstrel vaudeville
shows until the Depression. During this time,
she moved to Milwaukee and worked as a do-
mestic. In 1930, while working as a bathroom
attendant, her vocal abilities were discovered
by the club manager. Subsequently, she land-
ed a job in the club singing for a year and
never looked back.

In 1931, Ms. McDaniel moved to Hollywood
in pursuit of a film career, a time in which
many African-Americans were solely portrayed
as domestics and servants. These roles were
often deemed to be stereotypical and insulting
in the African-American community. However,
Ms. McDaniel did not share this belief, and in-
stead of turning her back on the roles, she
worked against the stereotype from within the
system.

As a result, she was able to build a remark-
able three-decade career comprised of over
300 movies, and was able to accomplish what
many others would still consider unattainable.
She was praised for many of her roles includ-
ing the role of Queenie in Show Boat in 1936;
however, her most memorable role and great-
est achievement was through her portrayal of
Mammy in Gone with the Wind in 1939.

Similar to the characters she played in other
movies, she portrayed Mammy as a humble,
submissive, and trusted servant that also pos-
sessed an assertive and chastising attitude.
Her subservient yet stem demeanor gained
her immense respect both on and off the cam-
era. In fact, her clever and brilliant perform-
ance in Gone with the Wind led her to becom-
ing the first African-American Best Supporting
Actress nominee and winner at the 1940
Academy Awards. She became the first Afri-
can-American guest to be invited to the cere-
mony and was also the first and last recipient
of the prestigious honor for 25 years.

Unfortunately, Ms. McDaniel's accomplish-
ments were not revered by everyone. Al-
though heavily criticized by African-Americans,
some whites were equally condemnatory.
Many blacks protested at the movie premiere
describing Mammy as a symbolic reminder of
slavery. In fact, Ms. McDaniel had to make the
painful decision not to attend the Gone with
the Wind premiere in Atlanta because of the
highly charged racist climate in the South at
that time.

In response to critics of her career, she sim-
ply stated, “it's better to get $7,000 a week for
playing a servant than $7 a week for being
one.” In fact, as her career progressed, Ms.
McDaniel was able to broaden her career and
shift into playing more dramatic, less
stereotypical roles which encapsulated the
depth of her talents.

Ms. McDaniel was also an advocate for ra-
cial equity and integration. When Whites tried
to block her from moving into her Los Angeles
home, she rallied her Black neighbors and
they took the case to the Supreme Court and
won. Additionally, she served as the chair of
the African-American sector of the Hollywood
Victory Committee, which provided entertain-
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ment for segregated black soldiers. She also
organized fundraisers for African-American
youth education.

In 1947, she was cast as a regular in The
Beulah Show radio show. In 1951, The Beulah
Show expanded to the small screen. Unfortu-
nately, Ms. McDaniel appeared in only three
episodes before she lost her battle with breast
cancer and died in 1952.

Her dying wish was to be buried in the Hol-
lywood Cemetery on Santa Monica Boulevard
but because of her race, the owner at the time
refused. However, in 1999, the new owner
overturned the decision and asked that her re-
mains be transferred to the cemetery. The
family did not want to disturb her remains and
respectfully declined. Nevertheless, the ceme-
tery was dedicated to honoring her wish and
as a result erected a cenotaph memorial on
the lawn overlooking the lake in her memory.

Ms. McDaniel was a resilient, gifted, and
witty figure in American history and her ac-
complishments are merely the testimonies of
her diligence. She has two stars on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame—one for her contributions
to radio and one for her motion pictures con-
tributions.

One of Hattie McDaniel's favorite and most
famous sayings was, “Humble is the way.” Al-
though she had an admirable career, she had
to travel an arduous path to attain it. However,
through her humility and determination, she
was able to carve her rightful place in Amer-
ican history. That is why | introduced legisla-
tion in the 108th Congress seeking to have
her image memorialized on a postage stamp.
As a result, on January 26, 2006, the Postal
Service did indeed select to honor this great
woman by making her the 29th image to ap-
pear on the Black Heritage commemorative
stamp series. | also congratulate fellow Mary-
lander, Ms. Ethel Kessler of Bethesda, for de-
signing the stunning image on the stamp.

Mr. Speaker, though her spirit is gone with
the wind, her legacy will always resonate
through her artistic works and thus will con-
tinue to live on forever.

—

TRIBUTE TO THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF ATASCOSA COUNTY

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the sesquicentennial of Atascosa Coun-
ty, which is a county in the 28th district of
Texas and was founded in 1856. This year
marks the 150th anniversary of Atascosa’s be-
ginnings and we will kick off a year long cele-
bration at the annual Tux and Boots Ball on
Saturday, January 28, in Pleasanton, TX.

Mr. Speaker, Atascosa County is south of
San Antonio on the Rio Grande Plain region of
south central Texas. The first census taken in
Atascosa County was in 1860 and counted
1,578 people. Today, Atascosa County’s pop-
ulation is at more than 43,000 residents.

The earliest schools in Atascosa County
were organized around the time of the Civil
War. By 1914, there were 37 schools in the
county. By the 1940s the school districts had
begun to consolidate. The total number of per-
sons over the age of 25 who had completed
4 years of high school rose from 1,300 in
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1950 to 2,083 in 1960. In addition, the number
of residents with some college rose from 395
in 1950 to 473 in 1960. By the year 2000,
when the census counted 38,628 people living
in Atascosa County, over 65 percent of resi-
dents age 25 and older had 4 years of high
school. Agriculture, government services, and
some light manufacturing are key elements of
the area’s economy. The largest communities
in the county are Jourdanton, the county seat,
and Pleasanton, the county’s largest town.
Other communities include Campbelton,
Poteet, Lytle, Charlotte, Christine, Leming,
McCoy, and Peggy. Some of the county’s
wonderful attractions include the Poteet Straw-
berry Festival, the Jourdanton Days Celebra-
tion, and the Cowboy Homecoming and
Rodeo in Pleasanton. As we look back on the
last 150 years with pride, we also look forward
to a promising future for Atascosa.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Atascosa
County on their 150th anniversary and all of
their accomplishments.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LAUNCH-
ING OF THE CARIBBEAN SINGLE
MARKET ECONOMY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Caribbean leaders for their
achievement of the Caribbean Single Market
Economy and to enter into the RECORD a
Caribnews editorial celebrating this milestone.
The CSME—the initial phase of a historic re-
gional economic integration project uniting 13
countries within the Caribbean—culminates a
movement that was years in the making.

With the creation of this newest trade bloc
that includes Barbados, Belize, Guyana, Ja-
maica, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the
countries have agreed to lift tariffs and allow
all citizens to open businesses. In conjunction
with Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-
Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, the countries will also be able to pro-
vide services and move capital throughout the
single market without restrictions. The implica-
tions of the CSME are sweeping, with plans
advancing to replace national travel docu-
ments with a regional passport and the possi-
bility of a common currency to be used by par-
ticipating countries and a consolidation of eco-
nomic policies.

The CSME is a fitting and progressive re-
sponse to the evolving global environment
characterized by disappearing borders. | have
full faith that CSME will create a larger spec-
trum of opportunities for employment, invest-
ment, production and trade for the people of
the Caribbean islands. The coming together of
regional economies into one bloc will
undisputedly give the countries strength in fac-
ing other trade blocs and superpowers across
the negotiating tables.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating the leaders of the participating’
bean nations for forging ahead with the CSME
and wishing them well in their next steps.
CARIBBEAN SINGLE MARKET: SEALED, SIGNED

AND DELIVERED

‘“‘Sealed,” stated one front-page newspaper
headline in the Caribbean on Tuesday morn-
ing.
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‘““Caribbean leaders sign on formal docu-
ment,” hailed another paper.

And a third publication completed the
process when it made it clear that the pact
had been ‘‘delivered.”

In effect, the Caribbean Single Market, the
long awaited important step towards deep
economic and social integration had moved
closer to completion when several CARICOM
leaders signed on the dotted line on Monday,
committing their countries to be bound by
and live up to the provisions of the treaty es-
tablishing the CSME.

The signing took place, quite appro-
priately, on the Mona campus of the Univer-
sity of the West Indies, the quintessential
Caribbean educational institution, and the
occasion wasn’t simply historic but vital if
the countries of the region are to realize
their full potential.

Admittedly, there were some unfortunate
aspects of the ceremony. One of them was a
hard fact of Caribbean life: at least one na-
tion, the Bahamas, opted out all together
while Haiti, a country in chaos with a dys-
functional interim government wasn’t in-
vited to the party. Another setback, of sorts,
was the decision by the members of the Or-
ganization of Eastern Caribbean States to
push back the deadline for their implementa-
tion of the CSM. Originally, the deadline was
January 1, then it was moved to March and
now we are being told that it would be the
end of June. Don’t be surprised if the OECS
countries demand another extension.

The countries, which are moving ahead
with the CSM, are Barbados, Belize, Guyana,
Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad and To-
bago. Antigua, Dominica, Grenda, St. Kitts-
Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, the OECS nations are coming on
board during the second half of the year.

The pact, a work in progress, calls for the
removal of all barriers to trade in goods and
services, limited freedom of movement by a
handful of skilled people, such as UWI grad-
uates, sports figures and journalists, the set-
ting of a regional standard for goods being
produced in or entering the region from
other countries and recognition of Caribbean
Court of Justice. Eventually, it could result
in a common currency and the harmoni-
zation of economic policies.

What it wouldn’t involve is a political
union.

These desirable and important objectives
should become a reality by 2008, the year
when the CSME should become fully imple-
mented. No one should under-estimate the
complexity and the challenges the region
faces as it moves forward.

Jamaica’s Prime Minister, P.J. Patterson,
underscored that point when he cautioned
the leaders and others at the signing cere-
mony ‘‘formidable challenges still exist as
we move boldly forward in the pursuit of
closer regional collaboration within a global
economy that is admittedly hostile to the in-
terest of small island developing nations.”

The problem for small states is that global
competitiveness can undermine economic
growth, slowdown social development and di-
minish competitiveness. As if those weren’t
bad enough, the mountains of red tape and
the foot-dragging by some countries can re-
duce the CSM’s effectiveness and appeal.

But there is little reason to despair.

When Caribbean Free Trade Agreement,
CARIFTA, the forerunner of CARICOM and
CSME, it started with three countries—Anti-
gua, Barbados and Guyana. The list grew in
later years. That’s likely to happen with the
CSME.

Secondly, the Caribbean Court of Justice is
now a functioning judicial body. Yes, it’s
true that only Barbados and Guyana have so
far accepted the CCJ as their court of last re-
sort, relinquishing the necessity to turn to
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the Privy Council in London as the final ar-
biter. Again, foot-dragging is standing in the
way of a broader court. Political consider-
ations in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago
have turned out to be roadblocks for expan-
sion but that’s not the case in the OECS.

A word about the OECS and its reasons for
not signing the final acceptance on Monday.
The members are pushing for the creation of
a Caribbean Development Fund, which would
help bridge the gap in finance, which the
elimination of tariffs would create. That’s a
realistic situation, one that the larger
economies have recognized and are trying to
solve. The Fund must be established, no ifs,
ands or buts.

Interestingly, Edwin Carrington,
CARICOM’s long-serving Secretary-General,
in his speech on Monday borrowed from the
lyrics of one of Bob Marley’s most popular
songs, ‘‘One Love,” and invoked the memory
of that great Caribbean icon when he in-
sisted ‘‘Let’s get together and feel alright, I
say let’s stay together and be all right.”

We may be some distance away from
achieving that togetherness but at the very
least we are on the road to it becoming a
fact of life.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FLOWER MOUND LIBRARY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Flower Mound Public Library for
their receipt of the 2006 Alibris Collection
Award.

The Alibris Collection Award is an annual
grant of up to $3,000 worth of books to an
academic, public, special, or K-12 library sup-
porting  specific  collection  development
projects that advance the mission, priority
areas, and goals of the selected library.

The purpose of the award is to help provide
materials for libraries with replacement
projects, retrospective collection development
projects, or routine collection building needs.

The library tied for first place with the Col-
lege State School Library in Anchorage, Alas-
ka. Both schools were presented this award
on January 22, 2006.

The library will be contributing the prize
money to the—"Sit! Stay!! READ!!! Program.”
This program is designed to help kids with
reading disabilities. Working in conjunction
with Delta Society trained dogs, the program
pairs children with a pet, which helps the chil-
dren relax and improve their confidence. This
creates a non-judgmental audience and thus a
lighter stress load on the children allowing
them to truly embrace and improve their skills.

| extend my sincere congratulations to the
Flower Mound Public Library for their contribu-
tions to the community and youth education as
well as their dedication to excellence. This
truly original program deserves much ap-
plause.

————

SUPPORT FOR ANIMAL FIGHTING
PROHIBITION ENFORCEMENT ACT

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my support for H.R. 817, the Animal
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