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staff to help lead the Committee’s investigation
into the autism epidemic sweeping our coun-
try. As a valued legal advisor/investigator for
the Committee, Liz helped us to elevate the
level of public debate about this disease, as
well as educate policymakers at all levels of
government about the evolving science con-
cerning the toxic effects of thimerosal—a mer-
cury-based preservative commonly used in
vaccines.

Like many of us who have been involved in
this debate over the years, when Liz first
heard about the connection between autism
and thimerosal, she was skeptical. But she
read everything she could find, requested gov-
ernment documents and studies, and in the
end became convinced that thimerosal was in
fact the cause of her son Matthew’s autism.
Armed with this knowledge, Liz helped to co-
write the groundbreaking congressional staff
report, “Mercury in Medicine—Taking Unnec-
essary Risks,” published in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD in 2003, which challenged the
conventional thinking of the Federal Govern-
ment, the public health systems, the medical
communities, and the pharmaceutical compa-
nies on the subject of thimerosal and autism-
spectrum disorders.

In addition to her government service, Liz
served the autism community through her
leadership in many nonprofit organizations. As
the co-founder of the “Coalition for
SafeMinds” (Sensible Action for Ending Mer-
cury-induced Neurological Disorders), founder
of Medical Interventions for Autism, founding
board member of the National Autism Associa-
tion, and co-creator of the Extreme Sports
Camp in Aspen, Colorado, Liz brought joy,
hope, and inspiration to many autistic children
and their parents. In addition, Liz was one of
the founding members of the autism commu-
nity’s first political action organization, A-
CHAMP (Advocates for Children’s Health Af-
fected by Mercury Poisoning). Liz was espe-
cially proud of this venture; and in a short pe-
riod of time A-CHAMP has become one of the
driving forces behind the growing and highly
successful movement to ban mercury at the
State level.

| believe, as Liz did, that strong evidence
points to the mercury unnecessarily used in
vaccines as part of the autism problem, and
that thimerosal played a key role in my grand-
son developing autism. The science is undeni-
able: mercury is a base element—and it re-
mains a base element even when mixed with
other materials—and the most toxic substance
known to man outside of radioactive materials.

The fact is that no one has ever identified
a positive health benefit to mercury in the
human body, and as more science accumu-
lates and more people learn about the dan-
gers of mercury, more time runs out for those
who continue to advocate that mercury in vac-
cines and other medical devices is safe. Even-
tually, even they will have to admit that it flies
in the face of logic to suggest, much less be-
lieve, that a substance so dangerously toxic
outside the body is harmless once injected
into the human body.

Until that day comes, | know that I, and oth-
ers like Liz who believe as | do, will not be si-
lent about this issue or give up in our fight to
make our world a safer and healthier place.
And when that day does come, we will all owe
a debt of gratitude to Liz Birt for leading the
way and becoming a leader in a fight she
would rather not have been fighting.
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Liz will be sadly missed by all who knew
and loved her. | respectfully ask my col-
leagues to join me in sending their deepest
sympathies and heartfelt prayers to Liz’s fam-
ily. May God bless them.

———

HONORING DAVE WOOD, E. FLOYD
FORBES AWARD RECIPIENT

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. Dave Wood for his achievement
in receiving the distinguished E. Floyd Forbes
Award. This prestigious tribute is awarded to
those who have proven exemplary service to
the National Meat Association (NMA) and the
meat and poultry industry.

Mr. Wood currently serves as the chairman
of the Beef Division for Harris Ranch, Inc., a
notable company who praises and recognizes
his service, dedication and loyalty.

Upon graduation from California State Uni-
versity Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in 1970, Mr.
Wood relocated to the San Joaquin Valley and
accepted a position with Harris Ranch, Inc.
With the inception of his career, Mr. Wood
embarked on a campaign to expand the com-
pany’s feeding division, successfully doubling
cattle productivity. Mr. Wood’s unwavering de-
meanor and strong work ethic led him to as-
sume more responsibilities within the com-
pany; opening the floodgates for his ingenious
creativity to take form. Mr. Wood’s contribu-
tions to Harris Ranch, Inc., include the estab-
lishment of the Partnership for Quality (PQ)
program—a marketing technique that in-
creased Harris Ranch, Inc.’s, reputation by
providing consumers with consistent, high
quality beef. He also developed a line of fully-
cooked premium heat and serve entrees as
well as a number of fresh seasoned products
to meet diversified consumer demand.

Mr. Wood’s expertise goes beyond his role
at Harris Ranch, Inc., with the ownership and
management of Dave Wood Ranches and
Wood Livestock, a cow-calf operation that is
part of the Harris Ranch Partnership for Qual-
ity program. He is also co-owner of the historic
Dressler Ranch near Bridgeport, California, a
cattle and stocker cattle operation and he
serves as a partner in Wood & Devine Cattle
Co., Devine & Wood Farming, Inc., and Dou-
ble D Farms.

In addition to those commitments, Mr. Wood
has assumed leadership roles in several in-
dustry organizations including a member of
the board of directors of Cattle-Fax, chairman
of the Beef Committee and chairman of the
National Meat Association’s predecessor, the
Western States Meat Association. He has
sought other leadership opportunities includ-
ing, serving as: Chairman of the Cattlemen’s
Beef Promotion and Research Board, chair-
man of the California Beef Council, executive
committees of the California Cattleman Asso-
ciation and United States Export Federation.

Mr. Wood'’s legacy of good stewardship and
constant regard for upholding the industry’s
high standards has led him to receive several
awards that recognize those efforts, including
the Cattle Business of the Century Award from
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association En-
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vironmental Stewardship Award. Mr. Wood
was also the recipient of the 2003 Vision
Award from the National Cattlemen’s Founda-
tion, a prestigious award given to individuals
whose creativity and imagination inspire others
and improve the world around them.

On a personal level, he is a caring and lov-
ing father of David, who works with his father
on the cattle ranch and is his pride and joy.
Dave Wood is a gentleman who cares about
his Country, his work and most importantly the
friendships of life. Every day he tries to make
a difference.

It is with great pride and honor that | join
Mr. Wood’s family, friends and colleagues in
commending his hard work and applaud his
recognition as the recipient of the E. Floyd
Forbes Award. Mr. Wood’s passion and com-
mitment make him a most deserving recipient
of this award and a true pillar of this industry.

——

HONORING AXEL CARL HANSEN,
M.D., DHL

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, to be
young, gifted, and Black during the first quar-
ter of the 20th century presented unique and
overwhelming challenges that not many Afri-
can Americans could transcend. Among those
who did was the distinguished physician, Dr.
Axel Carl Hansen.

He has been a recognized researcher,
scholar and expert in the field of ophthal-
mology for over 50 years. The combination of
his unique commitment to human egali-
tarianism and equal educational opportunities
for African Americans interested in ophthal-
mology has been a perennial beacon of light
to those entering and those within the profes-
sion.

Dr. Hansen was born in my district, on St.
Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, on March 4,
1919, and received his elementary education
in the private schools of the island. His col-
lege-preparatory training was obtained at the
Charlotte Amalie High School in St. Thomas,
from where he graduated in June 1937. His
leadership and scholastic skill were evident
early in life. In his senior year in high school,
he was president of his class, editor of the
school's weekly newspaper, The Reflector,
and editor of his class yearbook, The Last
Carib. A member of the Quill and Scroll Jour-
nalist Society, he received the national soci-
ety’s “honorable mention” for a news article
he wrote and published in The Reflector and
won first prize from the Virgin Islands Daily
News for an essay, “Nature’s Masterpiece”,
which appeared in the initial issue of The Vir-
gin Islands Magazine. He was one of two
members of his graduating class to receive
the honor society’s Forum Award for out-
standing accomplishments.

In the fall of 1937, Axel Hansen left the Vir-
gin Islands to attend Fisk University in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, where he graduated with a
baccalaureate degree. He received his M.D.
degree from Meharry Medical College in
Nashville in March 1944 and pursued intern-
ship and 1 year residency at Homer G. Phillips
Hospital in St. Louis in ophthalmology and oto-

laryngology.
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Dr. Hansen, following that post-graduate
training, was recruited by Dr. Charles Drew,
the famous African American pioneer of blood
storage, to return to St. Croix, Virgin Islands
and assist in the delivery of medical care. As
a municipal physician and general practitioner
there, one of his responsibilities was the med-
ical care of patients with leprosy. He modern-
ized the treatment of that disease in the Virgin
Islands by substituting the new sulfone drugs
for the long wused, but less efective,
chaulmoogra oil.

Returning to the United States in 1946 to
further his training in diseases and surgery of
the eyes, ears, nose, and throat, Dr. Hansen
spent 2 years at Meharry Medical College’s
George W. Hubbard Hospital. The year 1948-
1949 was devoted to advanced training in the
specialty at Provident Hospital in Chicago and
the University of Chicago. Upon completion of
his training he returned to Meharry Medical
College as a full time instructor and he began
a private practice.

Later, during a 3-year sojourn in the Virgin
Islands, he served a year as president of the
medical staff at the Knud-Hansen Memorial
Hospital, and was the founder and first sec-
retary of the U.S. Virgin Islands Medical Soci-
ety.

In 1960, Dr. Hansen was appointed Asso-
ciate Professor of Ophthalmology and Oto-
laryngology at Meharry Medical College and
rose to the rank of Professor and head of the
Department of Ophthalmology. He also served
as medical director of the College’s Hubbard
Hospital for 6 years.

In 1968, he reported the first two cases of
Norrie’s Disease—a rare eye disease—in the
United States, and has published several
medical articles on that and other subjects.

His creativity has not been limited to medi-
cine. Dr. Hansen also published a self-illus-
trated book of original poems, and a book,
From These Shores, which consists of bio-
graphical profiles of influential individuals from
the Danish West Indies.

The physician became the first African-
American ophthalmologist to be certified by
the American Board of Ophthalmology in the
State of Tennessee. He is a Diplomate of that
Board, a Fellow of the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Surgeons and a Fellow of the Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement of
Science. He is also a member of Alpha
Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society and Phi
Beta Kappa Honor Society. Among his many
citations are the honorary degree of Doctor of
Humane Letters and the Distinguished Alum-
nus Award from Fisk University.

In 1987, he was the commencement speak-
er at his alma mater, Charlotte Amalie High
School, from which he had graduated 50
years eatrlier.

Dr. Hansen retired from Meharry in 1985 as
a Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus. In
1996, the American Academy of Ophthal-
mology awarded him the Academy’s Out-
standing Humanitarian Award, the second Afri-
can American to receive that honor.

Today, Dr. Hansen is retired and living in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the Members of the
U.S. House of Representatives join me in hon-
oring this esteemed physician, educator, au-
thor and humanitarian.
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HONORING THE HURLEY
AUXILIARY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the achievements of a remarkable
group of women and men in my hometown of
Flint, Michigan, the Hurley Medical Center
Auxiliary. On February 21, they will celebrate
their 50th anniversary by holding a luncheon
for the members and local dignitaries.

First organized on February 15, 1956, over
100 women attended the first membership
meeting. In October 1959, the membership
amended the constitution to allow men to join
the organization. Currently there are 200
members donating 40,000 volunteer hours to
Hurley Medical Center annually in 14 service
areas.

Since its inception the Hurley Auxiliary has
raised and given $3.2 million dollars for Med-
ical Center programs. Especially important to
the auxiliary members is the care provided to
children. During the 1950s they conducted the
“Wish a Child Well” wishing well fundraisers
and today the group is a significant donor to
the Children’s Miracle Network. The Auxiliary
has generously supported pediatric programs
and the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Because of the Auxiliary membership’s com-
mitment to serving all patients, they have also
raised money to purchase vans for Hurley's
Senior Services. The vans allow seniors to
have door-to-door transportation for doctor’s
visits. The vans are handicapped accessible
and were paid by the Auxiliary through fund-
raisers, the gift shop and hospitality carts.

The Hurley Auxiliary has also contributed to
the Michigan Association of Hospital Auxil-
iaries. Five Hurley members have served as
president of the East Central District and two
members have been president of the Michigan
Association of Hospital Auxiliaries.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the Hurley
Auxiliary for 50 years of dedicated service to
Hurley Medical Center and working to provide
the best available medical care for its patients.

————————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. SUDHIR
PARIKH

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
Congressman JOE CROWLEY (NY) and myself,
| rise today to congratulate a Dr. Sudhir
Parikh, a prominent Indian-American physi-
cian, activist and philanthropist, who was se-
lected earlier this year to receive the pres-
tigious Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award for
2006, the highest civilian honor bestowed by
India on non-resident Indians.

Every year, the Government of India nomi-
nates extremely worthy and valuable members
of the non-resident community for this award
who have made a difference to global well-
being. It is clear that Dr. Parikh was chosen
on his strong credentials.

Dr. Sudhir Parikh, who migrated to the
United States in the late 1970s and is a re-
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puted allergist in the tri-state area of New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut, has made
a significant difference in U.S.-India relations
in the past several years. Dr. Parikh is a
former president of the nationally recognized
American Association of Physicians of Indian
Origin, as well as a former president of the In-
dian American Forum for Political Education.
He used these prominent organizations to pro-
mote Indian-American issues in Congress and
to raise awareness within the Indian commu-
nity. Today, he serves as president to the
Federation of Indian Associations, continuing
his critical role in bringing our two countries to-
gether.

He has contributed more than $2 million in-
dividually to various causes from cancer re-
search to tsunami relief and rehabilitation of
earthquake victims in Gujarat. Besides his in-
dividual efforts, Dr. Parikh also joined with or-
ganizations like the American Indian Founda-
tion, Share & Care, the Nargis Dutt Cancer
Foundation and the Art of Living Foundation to
raise funds.

As members of the Congressional Caucus
on India and Indian Americans, we are
pleased to have a friend like Sudhir, who has
helped tremendously in building the member-
ship of the Caucus and helped set up a new
caucus in the U.S. Senate. He is a tireless ad-
vocate for the Indian community’s interests
and the global interests of India.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Parikh is an asset to the
Indian American community and his efforts are
deserving of this great award. Sudhir fully em-
bodies the commitment and values that the
NRI Award represents.

TRIBUTE TO SANDY GERMANY
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Sandy Germany, National Presi-
dent of the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States.

Ms. Germany is being honored for her com-
mitment and dedication to veterans all over
our country who have served with bravery and
honor in our Nation’s conflicts. As a Life Mem-
ber of Kiehler-Pippen Auxiliary #5658, her in-
volvement hits close to home with her own fa-
ther, Pete Frauenhoffer, who served in the
Army Air Corps in World War I, her brother,
Ronald, who served two tours in Vietnam in
the United States Air Force and her son, Cur-
tis, who has been in the military since 1986
serving in the U.S. Army in Korea and recently
in Iraq.

The Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States is dedicated to
the principle of freedom for all people around
the world. The organization’s plans for 2005—
2006 include helping veterans and their fami-
lies by caring for their children at the VFW Na-
tional Home for Children, providing special as-
sistance through the Rehabilitation Program,
volunteering in VA Medical Centers, sending
care packages to the troops in Irag, Afghani-
stan, Kuwait and Qatar, and teaching young
people about the responsibilities of citizenship.

Ms. Germany was elected and installed as
National President of the Ladies Auxiliary to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
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