E160
TRIBUTE TO FRED SIEMS

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that a long and exceptionally dis-
tinguished career in public service has come
to a close. Mr. Fred Siems has retired from his
position as Blue Springs city administrator.

In 1978, Siems became the first profes-
sional city administrator in Blue Springs. He
served in this position for 27 years, overseeing
the city’s growth from approximately 10,000 to
almost 52,000 people. He retired at the end of
December 2005 as Missouri’s longest-serving
city administrator in one city.

During his tenure, he was honored with the
Mid-America Regional Council leadership
award. The International City/County Manage-
ment Association recognized him as its out-
standing city administrator.

Mr. Fred Siems has distinguished himself as
a community leader. | am certain that my col-
leagues will join me in wishing Fred and his
family all the best in the days to come.

————

HONORING SPECIALIST PATRICK
HERRIED

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, | want to take
this opportunity to honor the life of SPC Pat-
rick Herried, who died February 6, 2006, while
serving in Iraq.

Every member of the House of Representa-
tives has taken a solemn oath to defend the
Constitution against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. While we certainly understand the
gravity of the issues facing this legislative
body, SPC Patrick Herried lived that commit-
ment to our country. Today, we remember and
honor his noble service to the United States
and the ultimate sacrifice he has paid with his
life to defend our freedoms and foster liberty
for others.

The lives of countless people were enor-
mously enhanced by Patrick's compassion
and service. Patrick, who represented the best
of the United States, South Dakota, and the
military continues to inspire all those who
knew him and many who did not. Our Nation
and the State of South Dakota are far better
places because of his service, and the best
way to honor him is to emulate his devotion to
our country.

| join with all South Dakotans in expressing
my sympathies to the family of SPC Patrick
Herried. His commitment to and sacrifice for
our Nation will never be forgotten.

————

HONORING CHICAGO’S 2006 WINTER
OLYMPIANS

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the Chicago area ath-
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letes competing this month in the Winter
Olympics in Turin, Italy.

The Olympic Games bring the world to-
gether in celebration of the best that every na-
tion has to offer. | am proud that five
Chicagoans are joining the world’s best at the
2006 Winter Olympics.

Chris Chelios is serving as the captain of
the men’s hockey team for the third consecu-
tive Olympics. At 44 years old, Chelios is the
oldest Olympic hockey player since 1928, but
is still expected to be a driving force for the
Americans. After attending Mount Carmel High
School, Chelios represented his hometown as
a blueliner for the Blackhawks throughout
most of the 1990s.

Nineteen-year-old Northwestern University
student Margaret Crowley has several oppor-
tunities to represent her country in speed skat-
ing, competing in the 3,000 meter and Team
Pursuit events. She was the U.S. junior cham-
pion in 2004 and the runner-up in 2005. In ad-
dition to her extensive training schedule,
Crowley has found the time to study econom-
ics, French and literature.

Shani Davis is the first African-American to
qualify for the U.S. Olympic speed skating
team. Shani grew up on Chicago’s South Side
and was inspired by fellow lllinois native
Bonnie Blair. Davis also competed in the 2002
Salt Lake City Games and was the 2005
World All-Around Speedskating Champion.

Ben Agosto is a native Chicagoan who has
paired with Tanith Belbin to compete in ice
dancing in Turin. They are favored to win a
medal, which would be only the second ever
for an American team, and the first in 30
years. The pair combines salsa, rhumba and
cha cha as part of their original dance routines
on the ice.

Chicago native Evan Lysacek is competing
in his first Games as a figure skater. After
graduating from Neuqua Valley High School in
Naperville, he overcame a serious hip injury to
land a spot on the U.S. team headed to Turin.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that |
honor these five Olympians that are rep-
resenting the U.S. in Turin. On behalf of my
fellow Chicagoans and Americans, | wish
these elite athletes and all of their teammates
the best of luck in their respective events, and
| thank them for representing the United
States at the 2006 Winter Olympics.

———

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED IN
THE UNITED STATES COLORED
TROOPS DURING THE CIVIL WAR

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | make remarks
today to honor 2000 heroic men—men who
fought for freedom and justice and a stronger,
united America. These men made the ultimate
sacrifice for our country. They gave their lives
so that their children and grandchildren and
generations to come would know an America
where hopes for a better life would be a
dream for all to share.

The 2000 men | honor today were members
of the United States Colored Troops during
the Civil War. They are buried at the rear of
the Nashville National Cemetery, their service
and their sacrifice too often overlooked by visi-
tors to that hallowed ground.
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This weekend, Tennessee will take an im-
portant step in saluting, and thanking, African-
American soldiers for their important service
during the Civil War. Tennessee will become
the first state in the U.S. to erect a statue to
recognize the bravery of these 2000 men, and
all of the 180,000 African-American soldiers
who fought in the Civil War. The statue is
more than an historic monument. It will be a
permanent and powerful reminder for all
Americans and the world that the strength of
our great Nation comes from the belief laid
down by our founding fathers that “all men are
created equal. . . .”

It was a desire to transform that belief into
reality that these men took up arms. They be-
lieved in a new vision of America and they
knew it was an America worth fighting for. And
now, during Black History Month, we come to-
gether to unveil this statue and to offer the
praise and appreciation that has been so long
overdue.

The life-size bronze is the result of years of
hard work on the part of many. The African
American Cultural Alliance and its founder and
executive director, Kwame Leo Lillard, led this
effort. But many individuals and organizations
throughout the community also dedicated
themselves to the task. Creative Artists of
Tennessee, the Black Veterans Association,
the 13th U.S.C.T. Regiment, the Tennessee
Historical Commission, Tennessee State Uni-
versity Department of History, and One Point
Solutions, along with federal, state and local
governments have all been involved in this
campaign.

| am proud and honored that Nashville will
be home to this important memorial to all
those who served in the U.S. Colored Troops
during the Civil War. Unlike the battle in so
many other cities, the Battle of Nashville did
not take place on one battlefield. It was fought
in the city itself and at locations scattered
around the edges of town. No portion of the
city has been preserved as a park to com-
memorate those who fought and died in this
battle. They are quietly honored at the Nash-
ville National Cemetery. And now, with the ad-
dition of this statue, all of the troops who sac-
rificed so much to preserve our great Nation,
will receive the special recognition they de-
serve.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS AND SERVICE OF
POLICE COMMANDER OF THE EL
CERRITO POLICE DEPARTMENT
KENNETH S. MOSBY

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker rise to rec-
ognize the exceptional value of Commander
Kenneth S. Mosby’s long and notable career.
Kenneth has served Contra Costa County and
the City of El Cerrito with great distinction and
in retiring from his position as a Police Com-
mander brings to close a career with local Law
Enforcement Agencies Department that spans
29 years.

Kenneth S. Mosby began his law enforce-
ment career with the Richmond Unified School
District as a security officer in 1976. Four
years later Kenneth joined the El Cerrito police
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department where he has served with distinc-
tion. During his tenure, he married Cheryl and
together they are raising their son, Kevin.

While with the EI Cerrito Police department
Kenneth served in a number of different roles.
He worked as a Major Crime Scene Evidence
Technician; a Field Training Officer and a For-
gery Detective. He also served as a Narcotics/
Intelligence Officer where he notably partici-
pated in the state wide marijuana eradication
programs in the summers of 1984 and 1985.
Having performed these duties with great
technical competence, efficiency and distinc-
tion, Kenneth was promoted to the rank of
Sergeant in 1991 and to Detective Sergeant in
1995.

After his many years of dedicated service,
Kenneth was promoted to the rank of Com-
mander in 1997. As Police Commander of the
El Cerrito Police Department, Kenneth has
served his community with great dedication
and pride and upon the occasion of his retire-
ment is deserving of special recognition and
the highest commendation.

Mr. Speaker, | take great pride and pleasure
in drawing special public attention to Com-
mander Kenneth S. Mosby and extend to him
sincere best wishes for continued success in
his future endeavors.

EMERGENCY FUNDING IN H.R. 4745

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, sec-
tion 402 of House Concurrent Resolution 95,
the congressional budget resolution for fiscal
year 2006, requires a statement to be pub-
lished in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD explain-
ing how the funding contained in H.R. 4745,
(making supplemental appropriations for fiscal
year 2006 for the Small Business Administra-
tion’s disaster loan program, which will be
considered in the House today, meets the cri-
teria of emergency funding specified in such
section.

Funding for the Small Business Administra-
tion’s disaster loan program is provided in re-
sponse to essential, urgent, and compelling
needs resulting from the extreme natural dis-
asters that occurred in the Gulf of Mexico re-
gion in calendar year 2005. Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma resulted in the most
expensive natural disasters ever to strike the
U.S., and their scope and cost were com-
pletely unforeseen. The emergency funds pro-
vided in H.R. 4745 are justified under the cri-
teria outlined in H. Con. Res. 95.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained yesterday and missed Roll
Call votes No. 8 and No. 9. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rollcall
vote No. 8 and “aye” on Roll Call vote No. 9.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM GIBBONS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
explain how | would have voted on February
14, 2006 during Rollcall votes No. 8 and No.
9 during the second session of the 109th Con-
gress. The first vote was for H. Con. Res.
322—Expressing the sense of Congress re-
garding the contribution of the USO to the mo-
rale and welfare of our servicemen and
women of our armed forces and their families,
the second was S. 1989—Holly A. Charette
Post Office Designation Act.

If 1 had been present, | would have voted
“yea” on these rollcall votes.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE CANINE VOL-
UNTEER PROTECTION ACT OF
2006

HON. ROB SIMMONS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Canine Volunteer Protection Act
of 2006. | do so because | am an advocate of
protecting our service animals while they per-
form their duties.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, there
were reports of first responders having dif-
ficulty working with local authorities. In some
instances their dogs were threatened and their
handlers were harassed as these first re-
sponders bravely carried out their duties. It
was because of these reports, Mr. Speaker,
that a constituent of mine, Ms. Amy Stegal of
Stafford Springs, CT, contacted me and asked
that we provide protection for these invaluable
canine rescuers.

Ms. Stegal is affiliated with Connecticut Ca-
nine Search and Rescue, CCSAR. This impor-
tant organization was incorporated in 1994 as
a volunteer, nonprofit organization dedicated
to providing a professional team response to
all emergency service agency requests for
lost, missing or drowned persons; advancing
education in search and rescue procedures;
and offering support for families of lost and
missing persons.

Mr. Speaker, these dogs and their handlers
heroically volunteer their time and expertise in
times of natural disaster, yet they are not pro-
tected by Federal law. The Canine Volunteer
Protection Act would give members of volun-
teer canine search and rescue teams, such as
CCSAR members, the same protections cur-
rent law gives other law enforcement animals.
This includes both a monetary fine and/or im-
prisonment of those persons who willfully and
maliciously harm any search and rescue dog.

| urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure to protect search and rescue teams as
they selflessly perform their rescue missions. |
thank Ms. Stegal of Stafford Springs for bring-
ing this important issue to my attention.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present for the votes on Wednesday,
February 8, 2006, | would have voted as fol-
lows:

Rollcall Vote 7: | would have voted in favor
of the motion to instruct conferees on H.R.
4297, the Tax Relief Extension Reconciliation
Act. | strongly support the extension of the
“patch” for the Alternative Minimum Tax, AMT,
which helps middle income taxpayers who are
being unfairly drawn into paying higher taxes.

Rollcall Vote 6: | would have voted in favor
of H. Res 657, honoring the contributions of
Catholic schools.

Rollcall Vote 5: | would have voted in favor
of H. Res. 670, congratulating the National
Football League champion Pittsburgh Steelers
for winning Super Bowl XL.

Had | been present for the votes on
Wednesday, February 1, 2006, | would have
voted as follows:

Rollcall Vote 4: | would have voted against
H. Res. 653, providing for consideration of the
budget reconciliation bill for fiscal year 2006,
S. 1932. | strongly oppose the Republican
budget reconciliation.

Rollcall Vote 3: | would have voted in favor
of H. Res. 648, to eliminate floor privileges
and access to Member exercise facilities for
registered lobbyists who are former Members
of officers of the House.

Rollcall Vote 2: | would have voted against
the ruling of the chair on the McDermott point
of order stating that the provisions of H. Res.
653 violate the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 by imposing an unfunded mandate.

TRIBUTE TO SHEPARD KING
HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to the late Shepard King, a remark-
able man with tremendous talent, energy and
generosity whose many contributions to our
entire South Florida community comprise an
enduring and lasting legacy that will be with us
for many years to come.

Shepard King was a doer and an achiever.
He was co-chair of the National Tax, Trusts &
Estates Practice at the law firm of Greenberg
Traurig, LLP, one of Florida’s most successful
and influential firms. He served as a President
of the Miami Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee, AJC, and strongly believed in its
mission. Additionally, Shep served as a Direc-
tor of the Miami-Dade County Bar Association;
an Adjunct Faculty Member in the Masters in
Taxation Program of the UM School of Law; a
Member of the American College of Tax
Counsel; the Executive Council, Tax Section
of The Florida Bar; the Law Revision Council
of Florida; the Board of Directors, the Greater
Miami Jewish Federation; co-founder, the
Family Business Institute at Florida Inter-
national University and Hands Across the
Campus; and Chairman, South Florida Con-
ference on Soviet Jewry.
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