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the years, both medical centers experienced
phenomenal growth, fueled by people with an
extraordinary vision. UT Southwestern Hos-
pital and Baylor Health Care System received
high grades for quality patient outcomes, clin-
ical excellence, patient safety, and women’s
health in a survey of 5,122 nonfederal hos-
pitals in the United States, conducted by
Health Grades Inc. UT Southwestern Medical
Center is the seventh-largest hospital in Dal-
las-Fort Worth providing inpatient hospital care
to more than 90,000 people and oversees ap-
proximately 2 million outpatient visits. Annu-
ally, UT Southwestern Medical Center delivers
more than 18,800 babies and provides $282
million in unreimbursed professional service in
Dallas and surrounding counties. Baylor
Health Care System, established in 1903 as
Texas Baptist Memorial Sanitarium, is the first
health care system to provide supplemental
newborn screening for more than 30 inherited
metabolic diseases. Baylor provides exem-
plary health care with over 2,554 beds, 15,000
employees, and 3,300 physicians.

| am confident that UT Southwestern Med-
ical Center and Baylor Health Care System
will continue to provide exemplary hospital
care to the North Texas community and sur-
round areas and remain at the pinnacle of
Medical institutions committed to providing
compassionate health care. On behalf of the
thousands of Greater Dallas Metroplex resi-
dents who have benefited from UT South-
western Medical Center and Baylor Health
Care System, | congratulate them for their
contribution for improving the health of the
community through high quality patient care
and commitment to clinical excellence.
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
Arizona’s 94th birthday to commend one of Ar-

izona’s most talented sons, Mr. Eduardo
“Lalo” Guerrero, “the Father of Chicano
Music.”

From the beginning of his career when his
first group, Los Carlistas, represented Arizona
at the New York World’s Fair of 1939 until his
death last March, Lalo Guerrero symbolized
the best of American and Latino culture. Born
December 24, 1916 in Barrio Viejo, the oldest
neighborhood of Tucson, Arizona, Mr. Guer-
rero sang songs that spoke directly to the Chi-
cano people of the southwest throughout the
course of his 60-year career.

The child of immigrants, Mr. Guerrero attrib-
uted his musical talent to his mother
Concepcion, who taught him to play the guitar.
He has been quoted modestly, “l only wrote
and sang about what | was.” By doing so, Mr.
Guerrero became a voice for people who rare-
ly were shown in mainstream culture, a fact he
sang about in his famous song “No Chicanos
on TV.”

No other Chicano artist has come close to
writing and recording more great songs in vir-
tually every genre of Latin music, including
salsa, nortena, banda, rancheras, boleros,
corridos, cumbias, mambos, cha chas, socially
relevant songs, swing, rock & roll and blues.
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In addition to being a world-class singer, he
also created children’s music, comedy songs
and parodies.

Mr. Guerrero stood beside other great lead-
ers in the community, among them César E.
Chavez and Ruben Salazar, writing corridos
about the struggles and importance of social
protest. Celebrating his bicultural roots, the
music pioneer and activist was the first to
record bilingual songs, becoming a symbol of
hope and strength to his people.

Mr. Guerrero is credited by such artists as
Carlos Santana, Linda Ronstadt, and Los
Lobos for opening the door for Latino musi-
cians.

In 1996, Mr. Guerrero was awarded the Na-
tional Medal of the Arts by President and Mrs.
Clinton. In 1980, the Smithsonian Institution
declared him a “National Folk Treasure” and
he received a National Heritage Fellowship
from the National Endowment for the Arts in
1991.

Mr. Guerrero was inducted into the Tejano
Hall of Fame and was honored with Lifetime
Achievement Awards from the Mexican Cul-
tural Institute representing the Mexican Gov-
ernment, Luis Valdez’s The Teatro Campesino
and Ricardo Montalban’s Nosotros Organiza-
tion among other prestigious groups. Los An-
geles and his adopted home of Palm Springs,
California have declared “Lalo Guerrero Day”
in those cities and proclamations have been
awarded from numerous other cities and orga-
nizations.

Mr. Guerrero is an American original. He is
a son of this Nation, a Nation of diverse peo-
ple, cultures and music. Lalo Guerrero exem-
plifies the richness of our country and the
hope of all people. His story is a gift to us all.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this
President’s Day marks the nineteenth annual
Black History Observance in Columbus, Geor-
gia, but it also affords us the opportunity to
recognize Dr. Henry L. Cook, Jr., who has
chaired the event since 1988.

For 35 years Dr. Cook has practiced den-
tistry in Columbus. A graduate of Tuskegee
University and Meharry Medical College, he
has defined excellence in his field and con-
tinues to serve on the Georgia Board of Den-
tistry, the Georgia Dental Association and the
Georgia Medicaid Advisory Committee, among
other boards and organizations.

Yet beyond his chosen profession, Dr. Cook
has used his life in service to others and his
community. A veteran of the United States Air
Force, he has received countless distin-
guished service awards for his work. He has
served as Chairman of the Board of the Minor-
ity Assistance Corporation, the Columbus
Technical College, the Columbus Technical
Foundation, the Columbus Business Develop-
ment Center and the A.J. McClung YMCA and
has served on the Muscogee Board of Edu-
cation, the Metro Board of Health and the Co-
lumbus Chamber of Commerce.

As chairman of the Annual Black History
Committee, Dr. Cook has cemented the leg-
acy of African Americans into the history of
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Columbus, Georgia. Under his guidance, the
Annual Black History Observance, which was
started by the late former Congressman Rich-
ard Ray to improve his relationship with the
African-American community, has grown into a
celebration of Black history that pays tribute to
the individuals, organizations and institutions
that have made lasting contributions to the
history of Black Americans.

Dr. Cook is married to the former Mamie
Richmond and has three children, Dr. Cathy L.
Cook, Dr. Henry L. Cook, Il and Ms. Rosa
Zanders. His extraordinary legacy in dentistry
continues through Cathy and Henry I, who
continue the family dental practice.

This Monday, | will have the honor of pre-
senting Dr. Henry L. Cook, Sr. with the Legacy
Leadership Award and Congressman JOHN
LEwis, a true American hero and history
maker, will be the featured guest speaker.
However, here in this hallowed hall, | rise on
behalf of the people of the Second Congres-
sional District and the State of Georgia to
honor the extraordinary contributions that Dr.
Cook has made to the African-American com-
munity, the City of Columbus, the State of
Georgia and our great Country. His service is
a model for all and we are grateful.

——
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise during this month dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans
who have made great contributions to the
world, to pay ftribute to New York
Assemblywoman Aurelia Greene. Aurelia is a
dedicated public servant who has worked tire-
lessly to uplift and empower her constituents.

A native of the Bronx, Aurelia is a graduate
of Livingston College at Rutgers University,
where she majored in community develop-
ment. For the past 24 years she has served
as Assemblywoman for the 77th Assembly
District, effectively using her urban planning
skills to negotiate on behalf of her constituents
for affordable housing, quality education, em-
ployment opportunities, affordable healthcare,
senior services, and improved transportation
and infrastructure.

As a member of the State Assembly, Aurelia
is known for her strong work ethic and robust
legislative agenda. She authored legislation,
which became law in 2002, prohibiting preda-
tory lending practices in relation to high cost
home loans. In addition, she was instrumental
in ensuring the passage of the Apprenticeship
bill, which provided funds for supplemental
and related instruction to apprentices reg-
istered by the New York State Department of
Labor. And in 1994, she was awarded a gold
helmet by the New York State Head Injury As-
sociation for her bicycle helmet legislation.

As a result of her competence as a legis-
lator and considerable personal charm, Aurelia
has been successful in rising through the
ranks of the New York State Assembly. She
previously served as Deputy Majority Leader
and is the first woman to chair the Assembly
Standing Committee on Banks. In addition,
she recently became the first African American




E156

to serve as Speaker Pro Tempore in the State
Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, earlier this week we said a
final goodbye to Mrs. Coretta Scott King, a
woman of great resolve and patience, who
helped to change the world. Today we honor
a woman who stands on her shoulders. Work-
ing tirelessly to change the world in her own
right, Ms. Greene is the hope and dream of
countless men and women of African descent
who silently contributed to the pages of his-
tory. As a result of the efforts of the likes of
Mrs. King and Rosa Parks, Aurelia’s contribu-
tions to this nation have not gone unnoticed.

For her unyielding spirit, and willingness to
serve others, | ask that my colleagues join me
in paying tribute to Ms. Aurelia Greene and in
honoring the great women upon whose shoul-
ders she stands.

————
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise during this month, dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans
who have made great contributions to the
world, to pay tribute to Ms. Paula J. Martin, a
woman who has worked vigorously to ensure
the less fortunate of her community have the
necessary skills to succeed in life.

Paula serves as the Executive Director of
the Harlem Center for Education (HCE), a
community based non-profit organization lo-
cated in East Harlem, New York. Among its
programs, HCE counts two federal TRIO Tal-
ent Search projects and one Educational Op-
portunity Center Project. Paula has been in-
volved in TRIO programs for over 32 years.

During the 20 years she has served as Ex-
ecutive Director of HCE, the organization has
grown from an operational budget of $137,000
to one that is currently over $1,000,000. Her
unique ability to secure timely grants has al-
lowed the Harlem Center for Education to
grow and reach more deserving young people
and adults.

Like most of the students with whom she
works, Paula is a first generation college stu-
dent. A graduate of Hunter College High
School, she went on to receive a bachelor's
degree from Syracuse University and a mas-
ter's degree in developmental psychology from
Columbia University. This achievement alone
is worthy of praise; but Paula did not stop
there. She decided to dedicate her entire pro-
fessional career to empowering individuals
who shared her life struggles, thus helping to
ensure that the cycle of poverty is broken.

Booker T . Washington once said: “Success
is to be measured not so much by the position
that one has reached in life as by the obsta-
cles which he has overcome.” Indeed, Paula
has overcome great obstacles to achieve the
position that she now holds and would surely
be considered a great success by Washing-
ton’s standards. However, what impresses me
the most about this incredible woman is that
she was not satisfied with achieving success
for herself. Like Washington, she has worked
tirelessly to pull others up from the depths of
despair, providing them with opportunities to
find success in their own lives.
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Mr. Speaker, this country owes much of its
greatness to the countless men and women of
color who silently contributed to the pages of
history. Today, | ask that my colleagues join
me in saluting them for their efforts and in
paying tribute to the great leaders who stand
upon their shoulders, such as Ms. Paula J.
Martin.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise during this month dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans
who have made great contributions to the
world, to pay tribute to Mr. Dennis Terry, an
individual who has worked throughout his life
to fortify the bonds that unite the people of the
Bronx in order to help them find success.

Born in North Carolina, Dennis has been a
Bronx resident since 1969. He is a graduate of
Howard University in Washington, DC. Dennis
is a retired manager from Lilco (now known as
Keyspan) and is currently engaged in part-
time consulting.

The extensive involvement of Dennis in the
community and civic life of his borough and
city is reflected in his numerous organizational
affiliations. These affiliations include: Mid-
Bronx Senior Citizen’s Council (chairperson);
Concourse Day Care Center (member); and
HAC Family Services (member). Dennis’ past
affiliations include: Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Center (former chairperson); The Bronx Health
Link (former chairperson); SOBRO (member,
Executive Committee); The New York Urban
League (member and former chairman of the
Bronx Advisory Board); Community Planning
Board 4 (former chairman); and the Mayor’s
Community Planning Board 4 Task Force.

Throughout his lifetime of community in-
volvement, Dennis has sought to construct
collaborative platforms and organizational net-
works that maximize the strength of the
Bronx’s multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and reli-
gious diversity. Dennis’ efforts have enabled
the institutions that he has been affiliated with,
and in many cases led, to define, develop,
and deliver much needed services. He has fo-
cused his public service in the areas of senior
and child care, healthcare, housing, employ-
ment, and economic development.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. King once stated that “All
men are caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality.” This is a statement that Dennis un-
derstands all too well. The Bronx is a melting
pot of ethnic and religious groups, none of
which can survive without the help of another.
Fortunately, the Bronx is home to individuals
like Dennis Terry, a man of vision and under-
standing who has helped tear down the walls
that so often divide us. He has forced us to
see the great potential we can unleash when
we work together.

He stands on the shoulders of giants, yet he
himself has become a giant, espousing a phi-
losophy of tolerance and understanding in
order to uplift his fellow citizens. For his self-
less attitude and unyielding spirit, | ask that
my colleagues join me in honoring Mr. Dennis
Terry and the giants upon whose shoulders he
stands.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise during this month dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans
who have made great contributions to the
world, to pay tribute to Ms. Gloria Denard, an
accomplished musician who has helped to im-
prove the quality of life for the people of her
community.

Born into a family of musicians and raised
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of
Brooklyn, Gloria was destined to be a great
musician herself. Under the tutelage of her
mother, she began her musical training at the
tender age of three. Later in life, she studied
at Julliard where she concentrated on classical
music and majored in voice with a piano
minor.

After Julliard, Gloria married and moved to
East Harlem. She performed nationally and
internationally, including stints in Italy, Ber-
muda, Greenland and Canada.

Although she enjoyed great success as a
musician, Gloria was consumed by the desire
to improve the quality of life of the people in
her community. To that end, she established
Manna House Workshops to serve the social
and cultural needs of her talented neighbors.
Gloria, who by this time had two children,
worked without salary and maintained a staff
of six teachers. In 1970 she decided to pur-
chase a five story building and establish the
current home of Manna House Workshops.
After 38 years of service, Manna House Work-
shops continues to serve as a bright beacon
of hope in its community, providing training in
music and dance to all who enter their doors.

In 1980, Gloria conceived Music for Enter-
tainment Education and  Enlightenment
(MEEE), a jazz concert series featuring
emerging and professional artists presented in
the Manna Mini Theatre. In addition, she has
maintained her own vocal career and has re-
leased two CDs including “Come Feel the
Things You Cannot Touch” and “Two for
Jazz”. An additional CD will be released in
March of this year. She also produces and
hosts a cable show every month entitled “The
Best Kept Secret” on the Manhattan Neighbor-
hood Network.

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to discuss the
contributions of African Americans to the his-
tory of the world and not mention the great in-
fluence they have had upon music. Often
great beauty comes from great pain and suf-
fering. It was this sacred art that helped so
many find light in times of darkness and peace
in times of stifling oppression. From gospel to
blues to jazz, and most recently, hip hop, Afri-
can Americans have not only provided the
world with new forms of entertainment, but
have found a way to provide insight into their
struggles and aspirations. A student of this art,
Gloria teaches music to the next generation,
hoping to instill in them a sense of self con-
fidence and pride so that they may one day
share their gifts with the world.

For her beautiful voice and spirit, and her
willingness to help others find their own voice,
| ask that my colleagues join me in paying trib-
ute to Ms. Gloria Denard, and the countless
African Americans who came before her and
enabled her to find her own voice.
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