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also is able to work extra cleaning jobs at
some of Environmental Services’ other con-
tract sites.

The Resource Center honored Ms. Uber as
part of its observance of October as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month.

Ms. Uber has overcome many odds to set
herself apart and achieve great things, that
is why, Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor her
today.

———

THE PENSION PROTECTION ACT OF
2005

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, pension plans
are today underfunded in this country by $450
billion—up over 1,000 percent since 2000—
and the agency that insures these pension
plans, the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, is $23 billion in debt, facing billions more
in possible claims from companies such as
Delta Airlines, Delphi, and Northwest Airlines.

Why? Well, my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle give the same excuse every time:
September 11. We are at war. Times are
tough. But during that same time, corporate
profits have risen an astonishing 50 percent
and CEO compensation has grown even fast-
er. Indeed, USA Today reports that 300 ex-
ecutives responsible for more than three-quar-
ters of a trillion dollars in corporate losses
since 2000 were rewarded with salary, bo-
nuses and stock options totaling a staggering
$12 billion—$8 million per year.

Times are not so tough for them—and little
wonder. As a confidential letter sent to the
SEC shows, CEO compensation at many pub-
licly traded companies bears no relation to
company performance. But as we all know,
pensions do.

And when we talk about pensions and why
reform is so badly needed, we should remem-
ber who it is that depend on them most—we
are talking about people who have worked all
their lives and are looking to enjoy their later
years with some measure of financial security.
Most of the 34 million Americans who are cov-
ered by a traditional pension that provides a
guaranteed monthly benefit in retirement are
not young adults starting out, with their whole
careers in front of them—people who can
change course at a moment’s notice. These
are very often seniors, people who have
raised families; again, people who have
worked their entire lives and paid not only
their taxes but their dues to society with the
expectation that what they have invested will
be returned to them. The least we can do as
their elected representatives is tell them that
we will ensure that the Government does its
part to guarantee that their employers will
honor their end of this bargain.

That should be the bedrock principle on
which this legislation is predicated, but it is
not. H.R. 2830 fails to protect older and
longer-service workers that are involved in
cash balance pension plan conversions. It
does not prevent employers from giving the
same conflicted financial advice to their work-
ers that gave us Enron and WorldCom. And
perhaps most disturbingly, it fails to stop com-
panies from dumping billions of dollars of un-
funded pension obligations onto the PBGC by
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declaring bankruptcy at the expense of tax-
payers and employees.

And let’'s be clear, that is very much by de-
sign. The goal of this Republican majority from
the beginning with pension reform these last
few years has been the same—relieving com-
panies from their obligations to employees,
providing an out to the point where we would
have no choice but to switch from a strong
pension system to one that leaves retirees in
a much more tentative, less secure financial
state. And with Republicans in charge these
last 4 years, we have almost reached that
point—but not quite yet.

But this is not the direction we want to take
as a country. And so, | urge my colleagues to
make a statement with this vote that says
companies do have obligations their workers—
that says reforming our pension system is
possible but only if we ask employees and
employers alike to share in the benefits and
the sacrifice. We can do better than this bill
and | urge my colleagues to oppose it.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CPT MICHAEL
GONSMAN

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor CPT Michael Gonsman of the Pennsyl-
vania Army National Guard. Captain Gonsman
of Altoona, PA, served in Beiji, Iraq for 11
months. In addition to serving our country on
the streets of Iraq, Captain Gonsman serves
his home community as a member of the
Duncansville Volunteer Fire Department.

Captain Gonsman has dedicated 19 years
to the fire department, serving as a truck fore-
man and a line officer. His fellow firefighters
were like family to him, and while it was dif-
ficult for him to leave them and his wife and
three children, he courageously moved for-
ward to serve his country.

His fellow firefighters have said that he has
always been dedicated to serving his country,
and he has done just that. Captain Gonsman,
who served as company commander, bravely
led his soldiers to help the people of Iraq. He
loved serving, and felt that the local people
appreciated their presence.

Mr. Speaker, Captain Gonsman’s fire de-
partment chief regarded him as a person who
worked to better himself while helping others,
and was willing to do anything he can for peo-
ple in need. Through his service in Iraq and
on the Duncansville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, he has proven that he is still that way
today. The citizens of Duncansville and |
would like to thank Captain Gonsman for his
service and dedication to his country and com-
munity.

————

TRIBUTE TO RADM MICHAEL G.
MATHIS

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Rear Admiral Michael G.

E15

Mathis, United States Navy, for his more than
30 years of active duty service to our country.
Admiral Mathis most recently served as the
deputy commander for Test and Evaluation at
the Naval Sea Systems Command and he re-
tired on January 26, 2006.

For over two decades, Admiral Mathis
shaped the Navy’s strategic planning of sur-
face ship combat systems, from electronic
warfare and tactical data systems to advanced
radars and several generations of surface-to-
air missiles. He is the rare combination of
leadership at sea, exceptional engineering and
scientific accomplishments, and success as a
program executive and program manager.
Serving tirelessly as a Navy and Joint leader,
including as the Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, Chief Engineer, Admiral Mathis kept the
spotlight on the RDT&E required to meet the
Department of Defense’s current and future
needs.

In his many years as the leader of the Sur-
face Navy’s acquisition professionals, as well
as the Navy’s senior expert in advanced and
future weapons systems, Admiral Mathis in-
stilled pride in generations of naval officers
and civilian engineers. A strong proponent of
technical proficiency in naval officers, he pro-
moted the Navy’s advanced science and engi-
neering degree programs for junior officers.

Admiral Mathis’s inspirational leadership and
management of the 22,000 men and women
of the Naval Surface Warfare Systems Com-
mand during wartime has directly contributed
to the tremendous record of success in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation lIraqi
Freedom, including the fielding of thermobaric
weapons and innovative Force Protection ad-
vances developed in his warfare center lab-
oratories. He put the weapons and tools in the
hands of the warfighters when they were
needed. Most recently, his talents and dedica-
tion to our warfighters were further put to use
by our country as he served in the Joint Staff
as Deputy Director, J-8 for Force Protection.

Throughout his career, the Navy’s leader-
ship selected Admiral Mathis for a series of
key positions to mold the technical direction of
the Navy’s Theatre Missile Defense program.
His foresight, vision, and management deci-
sions led to the development and continuing
success of missile defense programs vital to
our Nation’s defense. Key among his assign-
ments was as the Director, Joint Theater Air
and Missile Defense Organization, where he
was responsible to the Chairman and Sec-
retary of Defense for evaluating systems and
emerging technologies to determine the opti-
mum mix of surveillance, fire control systems,
and the associated battle management system
to counter aircraft, cruise missile and ballistic
missile threats to our Nation.

More than just a leader providing the tech-
nical punch for the global war on terror, Admi-
ral Mathis has focused on maintaining our Na-
tion’s technological edge in future weapons
systems. He is the senior advocate and leader
for the RDT&E in laser and directed energy
weapons, inspiring industry and government
engineers to solve engineering challenges and
ensuring our next generation of warfighters
has the weapons needed to win. He has
championed the need for battle force, joint,
and coalition interoperability and warfighting
capabilities, serving as the Single Integrated
Air Picture System Engineer for
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the Chairman, JCS, and Commander, Joint
Forces Command. He also led the develop-
ment of the Joint Integrated Air and Missile
Defense roadmap, and to identify joint solu-
tions to surveillance and command and control
challenges.

As the Joint Staff lead for Interagency
Homeland Air Security issues, Admiral Mathis
most recently worked in close cooperation with
USNORTHCOM, NORAD, the Services, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Homeland Security, and the Office of Home-
land Security.

On behalf of a grateful nation, | want to ex-
press my appreciation for his dedicated serv-
ice and | wish him well in his retirement from
the Navy.

TRIBUTE TO RON NEELY
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Ronald Neely. Ron
passed away in January. He was a passionate
and effective leader of historic preservation
and community betterment in Georgetown,
Colorado, an historic mining town nestled in
the Clear Creek Valley along Interstate 70 just
east of the Continental Divide.

Ron established a distinguished career in
Georgetown on a number of projects, and was
known throughout the state as a champion of
preserving local history. His accomplishments
were recently acknowledged through his se-
lection as the recipient of three simultaneous
awards in Colorado: the Stephen H. Hart
Award from the Colorado Historical Society,
the Dana Crawford Award for Excellence from
Colorado Preservation, Inc., and the Presi-
dent’'s Award from the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation. No one has ever received
all three awards before, which underscores his
influence for enhancing community quality of
life and historic appreciation, not only in
Georgetown, but throughout Colorado and the
nation.

Much can be said of Ron and how he af-
fected the lives of many people. Perhaps the
best synopsis comes from The Denver Post
columnist Joanne Ditmer. In a column appear-
ing in The Denver Post in late November, she
wrote:

Counting our Thanksgiving blessings usu-
ally is a litany of material things, as well as
family and friends who enrich our lives. But
this year I'm giving thanks for the people
who have vision, commitment and practical
know-how to make our communities the best
possible places to live.

A sterling example is Ron Neely of George-
town, who for 35 years has had one goal: to
keep that splendid old Victorian mining
town as a wonderful place to live and visit.
He’s a historic preservationist, not just for
saving beautiful old buildings, but for pre-
serving and nurturing the unique man-built
qualities that make his town one of the most
attractive and healthy in the state.

I can think of no other individual who has
made such an impact on the looks and spirit
of this historic community. He is a vision-
ary, hard-headed and practical, with finan-
cial savvy. All over Colorado, those with
similar interests see Georgetown as the ex-
ample of how to get it right, despite some
really tough battles along the way.
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| agree with these reflections on Ron and
his work.

In 1966, Georgetown was named a National
Historic Landmark District, among the first
designated by Congress. Shortly thereafter,
Ron founded and became executive director
of Historic Georgetown Inc. (HGI) in 1970. The
next year, HGI bought the 1867 Hammil
House and converted it into a museum, which
showcases how wealthy mine owners and oth-
ers lived in the harsh environment of the west
at the turn of the century. From there, Ron
and others went on to purchase and protect a
number of historic structures throughout the
town.

In addition, Ron helped lead an effort to
stop the building of a condominium complex
on a mountain above the town. Following that
success in 1982, Ron and HGI helped to buy
the land on which the development would
have occurred in order to keep it as open
space. Presently, HGI has secured 2,000
acres of open space on the mountainsides
towering above the town. This will not only
preserve the historic feel of the area, but it
also will protect some of the old mining arti-
facts and workings on these open spaces.

In 1995, Ron worked with HGI to purchase
an old filling station right of the interstate. His
vision was to turn this into a Gateway Visitors
Center to create an inviting first impression for
visitors to Georgetown. Together with HGI and
the Colorado Department of Transportation,
Ron’s vision became a reality when this facility
was opened in 2003. Now, the Center sees
300,000 visitors annually.

| had the pleasure of knowing and working
with Ron. He continued to work steadfastly on
projects and efforts to preserve, protect and
enhance the Georgetown community. The
town will reap the benefits of his work for
years to come. | also had the chance to thank
him personally at the ceremony early this year
where he received the three awards.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the life and achievement of Ron
Neely. His legacy will live on in Georgetown
and in others who work to preserve our past
and make our communities vibrant places to
live, work, raise a family, and appreciate. |
have also included a story from the Rocky
Mountain News regarding his death and life’s
work.

[From Rocky Mountain News, Jan. 14, 2006]
NEELY HELPED CREATE HISTORIC
GEORGETOWN
(By Mary Voelz Chandler)

Ronald J. Neely’s passion for preservation
led to the founding of Historic Georgetown,
new life for numerous buildings and stature
as a wellspring of information for others who
battle to save historic sites.

Even a diagnosis in June of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, the progressive neuro-
muscular disease also known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease, didn’t temper his love of talking
about preservation battles past or present—
or future.

But complications from the disease ended
his life Friday morning at Lutheran Medical
Center. He died at age 66 of respiratory fail-
ure.

“Ron is the epitome of a leader who takes
on a community with pride and passion and
takes it light-years ahead,” said Dana
Crawford, a preservationist and developer, as
well as president of Urban Neighborhoods.
‘‘He did so much for that community and for
others.”

Mr. Neely moved out of Denver to work at
Loveland Ski Area in the late 1960s, tired of
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the city and eyeing a life on skis. Soon after,
he settled in Georgetown and, with friends,
in 1970 founded the preservation group that
is credited with being the oldest in Colorado.

“A town like this kind of grabs you in a
hurry,” Mr. Neely said last year in an inter-
view with the Rocky Mountain News.

A few weeks before, he had been honored
by three preservation groups with the Colo-
rado Historical Society’s Stephen H. Hart
Award, Colorado Preservation Inc.’s Dana
Crawford Award for Excellence in Historic
Preservation, and the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation’s President’s Award.

During the emotional program at the Ox-
ford Hotel, Crawford looked out at the crowd
and said, ‘I feel we all went to college to-
gether—at Ron Neely University.”’

The line brought laughter then; on Friday
it brought agreement.

‘‘He was one of the early preservation pio-
neers in the state and set the standard for
the rest of us to follow in how you do it, in
what grass-roots preservation is all about,”
said Barbara Pahl, head of the Mountains/
Plains Office of the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation. ‘‘He was one of the best
and one of our state’s treasures.”

Mr. Neely and Historic Georgetown worked
to preserve several buildings in that city and
were in discussions about buying and restor-
ing the town’s 1874 school building.

His wife, Cynthia Neely, said Friday that
effort will continue. When she told the
school’s owner of Mr. Neely’s death, ‘‘He
said, ‘This will be a different place without
him.” And he’s right. This will be a different
place without him.”

Passion and determination are words that
come up often in conversations about Mr.
Neely.

“The loss of Ron is a tremendous loss on so
many levels,” said Mark Wolfe, director of
the State Historical Fund. ‘‘He symbolized
the determination preservation needs to be
successful with sensitivity and generosity. I
think that is a unique combination. He sin-
cerely cared, not just about preservation,
but the way it affected people.”

Survivors include his mother, Fran Phipps,
of Arvada; wife, Cynthia, of Georgetown; son,
Ronald J. (Burr) Neely Jr., of Fairbanks,
Alaska; sister, Cherie DeAngelis, of Arvada;
stepson, Ted Wadsworth, of Boston; close
friend, Christine Bradley, of Georgetown;
and several nieces and nephews.

A tribute will be next week at the Hamill
House in Georgetown, though the date has
not been set, said Dana K. Abrahamson, ex-
ecutive director of Historic Georgetown Inc.

———

RECOGNITION OF MS. CHRISTINE
TOLBERT’S EXTRAORDINARY
WORK AS AN EDUCATOR

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that | rise before you today
to recognize the efforts of a truly significant
person in the education field. Not only is it a
privilege to represent her in the Second Con-
gressional District of Maryland, but also to call
Ms. Christine Tolbert a friend.

Ms. Tolbert breathed her passion for edu-
cating youth into the Hosanna School, known
for being the first African-American school in
Harford County. As years have past, the
school has been adopted by the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places, serving as a museum
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