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investigative skills and tracking techniques
provide vital information and intelligence to
local, state, and federal law enforcement
agents. Their traditional roles in intelligence
gathering, evidence collection, and prosecu-
tion have been imperative to our national se-
curity and anti-drug efforts.

Unfortunately, these roles have been altered
since being reassigned to the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Protection, CBP, which does
not view itself as responsible for intelligence
gathering and evidence collection. CBP’s con-
trol has stifled the impact of the Shadow
Wolves.

Since the transfer to CBP, the number of
drug seizures has noticeably declined. In
2002, before the transfer, the Shadow Wolves
interdicted over 93,000 pounds of marijuana.
Only two years later, under CBP, only 52,000
pounds of marijuana were seized.

Under CBP, the Shadow Wolves have been
hampered by operational restrictions that con-
tinuously undermine the unit’s unique capabili-
ties. They are now confined to a seven mile
grid along the border, which hampers their
ability to track smugglers; they were told they
can’t do undercover work because “the Border
Patrol doesn’t do that;” and all of the Native
American informants on the Reservation are
now handled by non-Indian Border Patrol
agents.

A unit that once had 21 agents is down to
16 and is under the threat of losing more. Low
morale and a lack of respect and purpose
under the control of CBP threaten their very
existence.

H.R. 5589 would restore the vital role the
Shadow Wolves have traditionally played in
drug interdiction and combating smugglers
along our border. | strongly support this legis-
lation and hope that it will reach President
Bush’s desk quickly.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF DR. BEN
SMITH’S RETIREMENT FROM

LAKELAND BAPTIST CHURCH
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Dr. Ben Smith for his thirty-two
years of service as the pastor of Lakeland
Baptist Church in Lewisville, Texas which is
my hometown. | am particularly grateful to the
service Dr. Smith has provided not only the
church but also to those less fortunate in
North Texas.

Lakeland has always had a strong emphasis
on outreach to the community, and Dr. Smith
as sought to strengthen this ministry during his
tenure as pastor. He is largely responsible for
the congregation’s in-depth outreach strate-
gies, such as F.A.LT.H. Under his leadership
Lakeland has grown from less than 200 to
over 2,700 members, with 22 full time staff.
There have been 14 missions started and of
those 7 are now strong churches.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that |
stand here today to honor Dr. Ben Smith. He
is a strong, moral voice in the community; an
actively involved citizen; and a role model to
us all. | am proud to serve as his representa-
tive in Washington.
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HONORING GAY GAMES VII
HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Gay Games VII, which will take
place next month in Chicago. On behalf of the
people of Chicago | welcome the athletes and
spectators from around the world who will par-
ticipate in this year's games.

The Gay Games will bring nearly 12,000
people together for seven days of celebration
and competition in 30 sports, as well as music
performances, nightly medal ceremonies, and
a week-long arts festival. | am proud that Chi-
cago will serve as the host for this historic
event.

In the spirit of participation and inclusion,
there are no qualifying events and no min-
imum or maximum requirements. The games
are open to all, regardless of age, ability or
sexual orientation.

The Gay Games were founded in 1982 by
Dr. Tom Waddell, a 1968 Olympic decathlete.
Since its inception, over 50,000 people have
participated in the Games. Through the years
this event has emphasized global unity and
universal participation under the slogan
“Where the World Meets.”

The City of Chicago is an ideal for these
games, with a proud tradition of diversity and
a strong gay and lesbian community. From
Wrigley Field to Soldier Field, the Windy City
is ready to welcome the world on July 15th.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that |
honor the Gay Games. | wish all of the partici-
pants the best of luck in their respective
events, and | thank everyone who has worked
to make Gay Games VIl a reality.

TRIBUTE TO JUNE ALLYSON
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
honor to June Allyson, an actress and spokes-
woman who represented America’s image of
the ideal sweetheart during her film career in
the 1940’s and 50’s. In addition to her work as
an entertainer, Allyson vocally advocated the
importance of research concerning various
senior health issues.

Born Eleanor Geisman in 1917, she was
raised in the Bronx by her mother, who
worked two jobs to support her family. At age
8, a tree branch fell on Geisman while she
was bicycling, breaking several bones. She
was confined to a wheelchair and doctors said
she would never walk again. Defying the odds,
she fought to regain her health through
months of therapy and eventually achieved a
full recovery.

Finding her inspiration in Ginger Rogers and
Fred Astaire, Geisman auditioned for the
Broadway show “Sing out the News.” The di-
rector not only offered her a part, but gave her
a stage name as well: June Allyson. Allyson
went on to dance in several musicals, includ-
ing “Very Warm for May” and “Higher and
Higher.” Her performance in the 1941’s “Best
Foot Forward” led to her feature film debut by
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reprising her role in the MGM musical, which
starred Lucille Ball. Allyson’s film career con-
sisted mainly of playing the wife of many of
Hollywood’s leading men, including James
Stewart and Van Johnson. Her sunny disposi-
tion and youthful optimism particularly reso-
nated with U.S. servicemen overseas, making
her an icon for the “ideal girl” to bring home
to Mom.

Later in life Allyson worked to raise aware-
ness concerning urological and gynecological
diseases in seniors. In appreciation of her ef-
forts, the June Allyson Foundation was formed
in partnership with the American
Urogynecologic Society as a non-profit re-
search and education foundation. Allyson was
also recognized in 1988 when President
Reagan appointed her to the Federal Council
on Aging, a position she remained extremely
proud of for the rest of her life.

June Allyson is a wonderful example of an
icon that could both entertain and educate the
American people. Her contribution to the film
industry will not soon be forgotten, and her de-
votion to the cause of senior health issues will
sorely be missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit the following as an extension of my re-
marks regarding the series of votes for Thurs-
day, June 29, 2006. | was detained from votes
due to a scheduled event in my district.

Rollcall votes: No. 350, vote “aye”, Previous
question on the Rule for H. Res. 895; No. 351,
vote “aye”, Adoption of the Rule for H. Res.
895; No. 352, vote “aye”, Previous question
on the Rule for H.R. 4761; No. 353, vote
“aye”, H. Res.  Providing for the adjourn-
ment of the House Information Resources; No.
354, vote “no”, Markey Amendment; No. 355,
vote “no”, Bilirakis Amendment; No. 356, vote
“aye”, Final Passage of H.R. 4761, Deep
Ocean Energy Resources Act; and No. 357,
vote “aye”, Adoption of H. Res. 895, Sup-
porting Terrorist Finance Tracking Program.

———

DIRECTING SECRETARY OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY TO TRANSFER
FUNCTIONS OF UNIT OPERATING
ON THE TOHONO O’ODHAM IN-
DIAN RESERVATION

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 5589. This bill
directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to
transfer all functions of the Customs Patrol Of-
ficers unit operating on the Tohono O’odham
Indian reservation to the United States Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement.

The Shadow Wolves are a specialized all-
Native American unit of the legacy U.S. Cus-
toms Service within the Tohono O’odham In-
dian nation, and they have patrolled 76 miles
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of the U.S./Mexico land border in southern Ari-
zona for over 30 years. Their methods of cap-
turing narcotics smugglers combine modern
technology and ancient tracking techniques,
which have proven to be highly successful.

However, the Shadow Wolves unit's direc-
tion was compromised when it was absorbed
into the Customs Border Patrol, and its unique
identity was threatened. Not only was this ac-
tion harmful to the security benefits from the
Shadow Wolves’ connection with the commu-
nity and the respect of its cultural makeup, it
significantly lowered morale within the unit.

This bill would seek to resolve this issue by
returning the Shadow Wolves to the United
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
It also includes provisions that would set the
Shadow Wolves’ pay scale at the same rate
as ICE Special Agents and grant the Chief Of-
ficer a rank equivalent to a resident agent-in-
charge of the ICE Office of Investigations.

This would not only significantly improve
moral within the unit but increase the effi-
ciency of the border security within that region.
Thus | strongly urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this bill to help continue to pro-
tect the security of our borders.

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE: A
LOOMING EPIDEMIC

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to a crucial challenge that our
generation will face. In the June 27, 2006 edi-
tion of the Washington Post, an opinion edi-
torial titled, “Open the Door to Curing Alz-
heimer's” by Robert Essner describes the ur-
gency that exists in declaring research on Alz-
heimer’s disease as a top priority for the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA). In the mean-
time, Alzheimer’s has been accepted as an in-
evitable phase of aging. However, this needn’t
be the case because with enough research,
more successful treatment can be discovered,
and this research can easily deliver a cure.

However, it is not only the mere personal
and emotional burden caused by this degen-
erative disease that should be of concern to
all of us as legislators. This disease will also
cause a serious economic drain on our funds.
With the baby-boomer generation quickly ap-
proaching as a risk group for Alzheimer’s, it is
estimated that this disease will claim 1 in
every 10 people of this sizeable population;
that is, about 14 million baby-boomer elders
will have Alzheimer’s. Essner estimates that
with such an immense population of Alz-
heimer's patients, the costs of care for this
disease will “drain—if not bankrupt”’ the fed-
eral and state health care budgets.

Given these approximations, a vast majority
of us are at risk for either becoming Alz-
heimer’s patients, caring for one in our imme-
diate family, or at least know a patient in our
extended family. The article emphasizes how
costly Alzheimer’s truly is. Today, a whopping
one third of all of Medicare funds are directed
towards care for Alzheimer's patients. Last
year alone, $91 billion in Medicare dollars was
spent on those suffering from this disease.
Furthermore, Alzheimer’s incurs $19,000 a
year in “out-of-pocket” costs for the families of
patients.
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Therefore, it is crucial that entities from the
science, regulatory, and industry fields join
forces to work as quickly as possible to thwart
this disease and the imminent epidemic that
Alzheimer’s is bound to cause. If not enough
financial support is provided for research and
a cure for this possibly avoidable illness, we
will continue to risk delaying the discovery of
an effective treatment for Alzheimer’'s and this
will potentially adversely impact on millions
and millions of people. Essner says it best
when he asserts, “we could make my genera-
tion the last to dread Alzheimer’s,” and | be-
lieve this is a matter of obligation, not option.
OPEN THE DOOR TO CURING ALZHEIMER’S—

WHY THIS RESEARCH MUST BECOME AN UR-

GENT PRIORITY

(By Robert Essner)

JUNE 27, 2006.—America is getting serious
about preparing for the possibility of an out-
break of avian flu. Would that it could mus-
ter the same sense of urgency for a disease
that is already here and is certain to become
epidemic. The disease is Alzheimer’s. It will
claim one in 10 baby boomers, create a per-
sonal and fiscal nightmare for their families,
and drain—if not bankrupt—state and fed-
eral health-care budgets. Medicare now pays
one-third of all its health-care funds for
some 4.5 million Alzheimer’s patients. Are
we ready for three times that number?

Alzheimer’s doesn’t have to be an inevi-
table part of aging. It is a disease for which
research can find a cure, or at least a more
effective treatment. In that way, it could be
like HIV-AIDS—a disease that, for most suf-
ferers, went from a lethal diagnosis to a
treatable chronic condition within six years
of its discovery. One breakthrough AIDS
drug rapidly led to another, because we mo-
bilized pandemic-strength muscle against it.
In addition, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion created review and approval processes
that helped new therapies for AIDS reach
people who needed them years ahead of what
would have otherwise been possible.

The FDA now needs to give the same pri-
ority status to drugs for Alzheimer’s as it
has for AIDS and cancer treatments. And,
the federal government needs to designate
Alzheimer’s as a No. 1 research priority.

If we don’t do these things, the projections
are staggering. Within the next five years,
nearly a half-million new Alzheimer’s cases
will be diagnosed annually, as 78 million
baby boomers reach age 65. Given those num-
bers, most of us will either become an Alz-
heimer’s patient, care for one in our home or
know a patient in our extended family. By
robbing victims of memory, Alzheimer’s
strips away individuality, dignity and inde-
pendence.

Alzheimer’s is expensive. It requires $19,000
a year in out-of-pocket costs for each care-
giver family. Last year Medicare spent $91
billion for Alzheimer’s. That figure will
nearly double in just four years—and keep
soaring as 14 million cases are diagnosed in
boomers’ lifetimes.

Within the pharmaceutical industry, there
are 28 Alzheimer’s compounds in develop-
ment. But progress on all fronts is uncon-
scionably slow considering the looming shad-
ow of this epidemic. And, given the com-
plexity of the disease, no single research or-
ganization has the resources to research all
its facets as quickly as we must.

At Wyeth alone, we’ve committed hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to this research.
We are moving in a promising direction by
testing eight innovative approaches. Right
now no one can say that any one of them will
work. But we believe that, through taking
multiple ‘‘shots on goal” in our research
labs, a treatment can be found.
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In October 2001 Wyeth started its Alz-
heimer’s research program with a vaccine
approach designed to stimulate the body to
stop the buildup of beta-amyloid plaque in
the brain—thought to be a critical part of
the disease process. While that initial effort
proved unsuccessful, it did not deter us from
moving ahead with another vaccine ap-
proach. This new vaccine program is in the
clinic. Furthest along in development at
Wyeth is a pill—a potent serotonin receptor
antagonist that may enhance cognition in
moderate cases and significantly enhance
the quality of life. Another promising ap-
proach is an antibody directed against beta-
amyloid. By removing these plaques, we hope
to stop the disease from progressing.

But it is imperative for industry, scientists
and regulators to work together to help us
reach our goal even faster. We need a sense
of urgency, a commitment to collaboration
that will lead to a concerted, focused effort
to prevent this impending epidemic.

A TV journalist who cares for a husband
diagnosed with the disease wrote in a recent
issue of the scientific journal Alzheimer’s &
Dementia: “Right now the majority of Alz-
heimer’s victims and their caregivers are our
parents. Their plight is our future. . .. We
are desperately in need of access to new
therapies instead of being left with only ago-
nizing decisions.”

For every month we hesitate, we will find
ourselves spending down the nation’s health-
care budget to care for the demise of mil-
lions of people. We should be preparing to
cure them. We could make my generation
the last to dread Alzheimer’s. It is time to
accelerate the pace of our efforts and take
the battle to a level on par with our hope.

THE AMIA BOMBING REMEMBERED

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
commemoration of the 12th anniversary of the
Argentine Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA)
bombing in Buenos Aires, Argentina. We can-
not forget the 86 individuals who were killed
and the hundreds who were wounded on July
14, 1994 in a terrorist bombing of the AMIA
building.

This largest single incident of terrorism
against Jews since World War Il was an af-
front to humanity and the principle of freedom
that our country so dearly values. As the
home of the largest Jewish community in Latin
America, Argentina’s Jewish community center
was leveled and reduced to rubble along with
nearby buildings.

Unfortunately, nobody has yet to be con-
victed for the bombing although many allega-
tions have been made. It is therefore all the
more important that we memorialize this day.

The heinous assault sent shock waves
throughout South America, and the inter-
national community.

As American citizens we share a common
bond with Argentinians as being victims of ter-
ror ourselves. September 11 has only re-
affirmed that terrorism in any form or any
place will not be tolerated. By remembering
those whose lives were affected or taken by
terror we affirm the value that life and security
serves in a functional society.

| commend Congressman TOM LANTOS and
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN for
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