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Currently, Dutch serves on the Missouri 

Democratic Party’s State Executive Board; is a 
Missouri State Committee Member; Chair-
person of the 10th Senatorial District Com-
mittee; and has been the 5th Ward Demo-
cratic Committeewoman for over 30 years. 
Dutch is the Founder and President of the 
Westport Landing Democratic Club, former 
founder and Past President of the 5th District 
Women’s Democratic Club, former Vice Chair 
of the Fifth Congressional District Committee, 
former Vice Chair of the Jackson County 
Democratic Committee, Past President of the 
State of Missouri Women’s Federation Demo-
cratic Club, and was the first woman ap-
pointed by the Governor of Missouri to serve 
on Senatorial Redistricting Committee. Dutch 
has represented the State of Missouri as a 
delegate to the Democratic National Conven-
tion eight times. She has received many hon-
ors, including the Harry S Truman Award, 
Women’s Fifth District ‘‘Woman of the Year 
Award’’, the Rodger A. Gooden Award for her 
strong commitment to social justice and inclu-
siveness, and the Combat Community Moth-
er’s Award. As an institution in the local 
Democratic Party, Dutch has stood promi-
nently beside U.S. Presidents and other offi-
cials during their visits to Kansas City. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing the matriarch of Westport, Hila ‘‘Dutch’’ 
Bucher Newman, for her unyielding commit-
ment to the Westport area and the Fifth Dis-
trict. With this honorary naming of Westport 
Road, we pay tribute to a lifetime of work and 
dedication to the betterment of her community. 
I urge my colleagues of the 109th Congress to 
join me in congratulating Dutch on her well-de-
served honor. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF DAVE 
AND LINDA HARMON TO THE 
GUAM COMMUNITY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the contributions of two individ-
uals, who, for the last 11 years, have dedi-
cated themselves to exceptional service to our 
community. David and Linda Harmon, Majors 
in the Salvation Army, are recognized in the 
Guam community for their boundless benevo-
lence and enduring commitment to serving the 
disadvantaged, feeding, clothing and housing 
those in need, and helping individuals recover 
from substance abuse. 

David and Linda Harmon first arrived on 
Guam in July 1995. The Salvation Army Guam 
Corps has become an integral part of Guam’s 
disaster recovery and relief system under their 
leadership. Dave and Linda have helped the 
people of Guam recover from several natural 
disasters since their arrival on Guam, includ-
ing Supertyphoon Paka in 1997, and Typhoon 
Chata’an and Supertyphoon Pongsona in 
2002. The Salvation Army donated thousands 
of dollars of food, clothing, and supplies 
through their efforts to many residents who 
lost everything as a result of these natural dis-
asters. The organization under their leadership 
also assisted in providing humanitarian assist-
ance to the Kurdish refugees who were evacu-
ated from Iraq to Guam as part of Operation 

Pacific Haven in 1996, and to Burmese refu-
gees who came to Guam to seek political asy-
lum in the United States in 2000. Additionally, 
the Salvation Army Guam Corps, under the 
Harmon’s leadership in 1997, provided critical 
assistance in the aftermath of the tragic crash 
of Korean Air Flight 801 on Guam. 

The Harmons helped establish the sub-
stance abuse recovery program which eventu-
ally became known as the Lighthouse Recov-
ery Center. The Lighthouse Recovery Center 
has grown from meager beginnings to a 16- 
bed residence today, and has helped start 
over 200 men down the road to recovery from 
substance abuse and addiction. With guidance 
from the Harmons the Corp’s Thrift Store was 
expanded. And after acquisition of the former 
Navy Chapel at Tiyan, the Salvation Army de-
veloped its Food Bank and Education Center 
as their Family Services and One Stop Home-
less Assistance Center. 

The Harmons have been active citizens in 
the Guam community outside of the Salvation 
Army as well. They are members of the Guam 
Symphony Society, the Rotary Club of Tumon 
Bay, the Guam Homeless Coalition, the Coun-
cil on Home1essness, and Linda is a past 
president and member of the Guam Women’s 
Club. 

Mr. Speaker, over the years, I have come to 
personally know the Harmons. I helped wel-
come them to Guam as Lieutenant Governor 
when they first arrived on the island, and as 
a Charter Member of Guam Corps, I have 
worked closely with them in the activities of 
the Salvation Army. David and Linda are kind, 
self-sacrificing, and have a genuine, pas-
sionate love for Guam and its people. They 
are dear friends to many, and we will all miss 
them when they leave Guam for their next 
duty station. I am only comforted by the fact 
that the Salvation Army Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia Corps will be in very capable hands 
under their leadership. 

Therefore, on behalf of a grateful island, I 
join their children, Joel, Fred, Holly, and Lisa, 
and all the people of Guam in extending a 
heartfelt ‘‘Dangkulo na Si Yu’os Ma’ase’’ to 
David and Linda Harmon for all the good they 
have done for the people of Guam and for 
their service to our community. 
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SIKHS IN PUNJAB DEMAND INDE-
PENDENCE WHILE OBSERVING 
ANNIVERSARY OF GOLDEN TEM-
PLE MASSACRE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, June 3 through 
June 6 marked the anniversary of a very dark 
chapter in history, the Indian government’s 
military invasion of the Golden Temple, the 
seat of the Sikh religion, in 1984. That atrocity 
was commemorated by Sikhs and others all 
over the world. There were demonstrations 
here in Washington and in many cities. 

At the Golden Temple in Amritsar they had 
a ceremony to commemorate the occasion. 
The Jathedar of the Akal Takht, Joginder 
Singh Vedanti, the highest Sikh religious lead-
er, led the commemoration. During his re-
marks, he did not mention Saul Jamail Singh 
Bhindranwale, the leader of the Sikhs who 

was murdered at the Golden Temple, or Gen-
eral Shabeg Singh or any of the others who 
were murdered. This displeased the crowd. 

The Sikhs in attendance, hundreds of them, 
chanted slogans of ‘‘Khalistan Zindabad,’’ 
which means ‘‘Long live Khalistan,’’ Khalistan 
is the Sikh homeland which declared itself 
independent from India on October 7, 1987. 
These chants show that the movement to lib-
erate Khalistan is still alive in Punjab. Last 
year, there were speeches and flag-raisings 
on the Golden Temple anniversary. There 
were similar events this past January. Those 
events resulted in arrests and criminal com-
plaints, even though the Indian courts have 
ruled that speaking out [or Khalistan is not a 
crime, In spite of these intimidation tactics, the 
Sikhs spoke out again for Khalistan. 

Over 20,000 Sikhs were killed in the Golden 
Temple attack and the attacks on 37 other 
Gurdwaras around Punjab, known as Oper-
ation Bluestar. During Operation Bluestar, the 
Indian army shot bullet holes in the Sikh holy 
scriptures, the Guru Granth Sahib. Young 
boys were taken outside and summarily shot. 
The Golden Temple itself was ransacked and 
severely damaged. Do these sound like the 
acts of a democracy? 

If India were truly committed to democratic 
values, at the very least, the Indian govern-
ment would issue a public apology to the 
Sikhs and pay compensation to the victims’ 
families. 

The Golden Temple attacks show that there 
is no place for Sikhs in India, and other mi-
norities also feel the massive repression of 
‘‘the world’s largest democracy.’’ More than a 
quarter of a million Sikhs have been killed and 
over 52,000 continue to be held as political 
prisoners. India has killed over 300,000 Chris-
tians in Nagaland and tens of thousands more 
in the rest of the country, as well as more than 
90,000 Kashmiri Muslims, thousands more 
Muslims around India, and tens of thousands 
of Assamese, Bodos, Manipuris, Tamils, and 
other minorities. For minority peoples and na-
tions, India is one of the world’s worst tyr-
annies. It is a democracy for the Brahmins 
and a police state for the minorities. 

This is not acceptable, Mr. Speaker. I would 
like to express the sympathy of the Congress 
to the Sikh Nation for the Golden Temple 
massacre. In light of this atrocity and the on-
going atrocities of the Indian government, I 
wonder why the United States continues to 
fund such a country. The time has come, Mr. 
Speaker, to stop our aid and trade with India 
and to support self-determination for all peo-
ples and nations in South Asia. This is the 
best way to bring about stability, peace, free-
dom, and prosperity in the subcontinent, to 
defuse the troubles there, and to make sure 
that every person’s rights are protected. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place a couple 
of very good articles on the chanting of 
Khalistan slogans at the Golden Temple into 
the RECORD for the information of my col-
leagues. 

[From the Tribune (Chandigarh), June 7, 
2006] 

RADICALS RAISE KHALISTAN SLOGANS 
AMRITSAR, June 6.—Activists of various 

radical Sikh organizations raised slogans in 
favour of Khalistan on Ghallughara divas 
(genocide day) to mark the 22nd anniversary 
of Operation Bluestar in front of Akal Takht 
here today. 

Mr. Parkash Singh Badal, president, SAD, 
distanced himself from it. 
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As soon as Mr. Simranjit Singh Mann, 

president, SAD (A), came out from Akal 
Takht after participating in ardas, radicals 
started raising slogans for an independent 
Sikh state and showed pages containing 
statements in favour of Khalistan and post-
ers displaying damaged Akal Takht in the 
military operation. However, Mr. Badal ac-
cused those who indulged in sloganeering of 
being agents of the Congress, which was re-
sponsible for the infamous Army operation. 
He said Mr. Mann was well aware that Pun-
jab had to suffer greatly because of this. 

Mr. Mann said though they were not al-
lowed to continue their peaceful struggle to 
attain independence, they would contest the 
next elections democratically. 

Commenting on the recent judgments and 
coverage in newspapers, he claimed that 
judges and the English media had also 
saffronised. He asked people to raise their 
hands if they wanted revival of Anandpur Sa-
hib’s resolution of 1973 and for severing of re-
lations with the Congress and the BJP. 

Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti, Jathcdar, 
Akal Takht, said the real tribute to those 
killed in the operation would be to protect 
the Sikh history and culture, and to stop 
apostasy and addiction among the Sikh 
youth. 

He said the Sikh religion was formed to 
safeguard human ideal’s of truth, righteous-
ness and values. He added at for this reason 
it had to fight against rulers who forgot 
their duties towards the masses. 

Among those present on the occasion were 
Mr. Avtar Singh, president, SGPC, Bibi Jagir 
Kaur, former SGPC president, and senior 
Akali leaders, including Mr. Gurdev Singh 
Badal, Mr. Ranjit Singh Brahmpura, Mr. 
Sewa Singh Sekhwan, Mr. Sucha Singh 
Langah, Mr. Bikramjit Singh Majithia and 
Mr. Guljar Singh Ranike. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF RUTH 
PASSEN 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ruth Passen as she celebrates her 
80th birthday. I am proud to pay tribute to her 
40 years of respected community journalism 
as the editor and publisher of the Potrero 
View, and recognize her lifetime of community 
service and social activism. Born and raised in 
San Francisco, she became a formidable ad-
vocate for social justice, peace, equality, de-
mocracy and freedom. 

In 1970, with a few dedicated volunteers, 
Ruth launched the Potrero View, which has 
become San Francisco’s longest running com-
munity newspaper. With her guidance, the 
Potrero View grew from a neighborhood news-
letter into an award-winning, respected, and 
much anticipated journal of local news, as well 
as a significant resource of community serv-
ices. Its investigative style and editorial integ-
rity are well-known throughout the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. 

As a dear friend and right arm to the late, 
legendary Enola Maxwell, Ruth helped build 
the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, affec-
tionately known as the Nabe, into a hub of 
vital services for the youth, the elderly, and 
the families of Potrero Hill. She was instru-
mental in bringing her beloved jazz and the-
ater to the Nabe and the wider community. 

Ruth was actively involved with the Wom-
en’s International League of Peace and Free-

dom in the peace mobilization of the 1960s 
and 70s and worked in solidarity with the peo-
ple of El Salvador for justice and democracy 
in the 1980s. 

Ruth and her husband Joe Passen, whose 
life we celebrated on this floor 14 years ago, 
were relentless champions of the labor move-
ment. Together, they fought for working men 
and women on the San Francisco waterfront 
and in the maritime industry throughout the 
West Coast. They helped San Francisco be-
come the first and foremost trade union town 
in the world. They worked alongside Cesar 
Chavez in support of California’s farm work-
ers. 

As Young Democrats they were part of a 
progressive movement in San Francisco that 
brought Phillip Burton, John Burton, Sala Bur-
ton and me to this people’s House. 

We thank Ruth for her immeasurable con-
tributions to our City. We wish her every hap-
piness as she begins a new chapter in her life 
as Editor Emeritus of the Potrero View and 
grandmother extraordinaire. Finally, she will 
have much deserved time to pursue her many 
interests, as well as spend time with her be-
loved family—her son Marc, daughter-in-law 
Dianne, and granddaughters Natalie and Te-
resa. Thank you, Ruth for your years of serv-
ice to our beautiful City of San Francisco. 
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ARTICLE EXPOSES REPRESSION 
OF SIKHS BY INDIA 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, a good article 
appeared in the Argus of Fremont, California 
on repression of the Sikhs in India. Fremont 
has a large Sikh population and the article ap-
peared earlier this month in conjunction with 
the commemoration of the Indian govern-
ment’s June 1984 attack on the Golden Tem-
ple, the most sacred Sikh shrine. 

The article points out that the abuse at Abu 
Ghbraib which embarrassed all of us, was a 
lesser offense than what India did to its Sikh 
population in June 1984 when it attacked the 
Golden Temple and 37 other Gurdwaras in 
Punjab. 

The article quotes a Sikh named Jasdeep 
Singh as saying that ‘‘We would have said 
that was nothing’’ referring to Abu Ghraib. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, since we know how atro-
cious the Abu Ghraib incidents are, that gives 
us an indication of the carnage that was in-
flicted on the Sikh Nation by the Indian regime 
in June 1984. 

The article also discusses the Sikhs’ desire 
for an independent, sovereign Khalistan, which 
declared its independence from India in 1987. 
This has been met with many years of bloody 
repression, including the murders of over 
250,000 Sikhs and over 52,000 who are held 
as political prisoners in ‘‘the world’s largest de-
mocracy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the time has come to demand 
self-determination and full human rights for all 
people in South Asia. We should stop our aid 
and trade with India and we should demand a 
free and fair plebiscite not only on the status 
of Khalistan, but of Kashmir (as India prom-
ised in 1948), of Nagalim, and all the nations 
seeking their freedom in that troubled region. 

It would be good for the freedom, prosperity, 
and stability of all concerned. 

I would like to insert the Argus article into 
the RECORD at this time. 

[From the Argus, June 5, 2006] 
FREMONT SIKHS RECALL OPPRESSION 

(By Matthew Artz) 
FREMONT.—Jasdeep Singh couldn’t help 

but laugh at the uproar over the torture of 
prisoners at Abu Ghraib. 

‘‘We would have said that was nothing,’’ 
said Singh, who moved to Fremont in 1992, 
he said, after Indian authorities detained and 
tortured him three times because he is Sikh. 

Sikh nationalism barely a blip on the 
international radar, was front and center 
Sunday at the Fremont Gurdwara Sahib, the 
local Sikh house of worship, where commu-
nity leaders reaffirmed support for trans-
forming the Indian state of Punjab into a 
secular Sikh-majority state of Khalistan. 

‘‘We know from our history that Sikhs will 
never be safe or truly free unless they have 
a homeland of their own,’’ Singh said. 

For the estimated 150,000 Sikhs living in 
the Bay Area, Tuesday marks the anniver-
sary of two of the most devastating and sem-
inal events in the history of the 500-year-old 
faith. 

In 1984, with Sikhs pressing for an inde-
pendent Punjab, where they are a majority, 
the Indian government invaded the Golden 
Temple—Sikhism’s holiest place—and 36 
other religious sites where separatists were 
hiding, killing thousands. The attack came 
on the 378th anniversary of the torture and 
death of a Sikh religious leader. 

Four months later, when Prime Minister 
Indira Ghandi was murdered by two of her 
Sikh bodyguards, rioters murdered thou-
sands more Sikhs, who are easy to identify 
because the men wore turbans and grow long 
beards. 

The bloodbath and ensuring eight years of 
repression drove many Sikhs to North Amer-
ica. 

Now, 7,500 miles from their ancestral land, 
leaders of the Fremont gurdwara won’t let 
their brethren forget about what transpired 
in India. 

Photographs of 73 Sikhs murdered by In-
dian authorities in 1984, including the two 
men who killed the prime minister, ring the 
gurdwara’s dining room. 

On Sunday, the gurdwara installed an ex-
hibit about their faith that included photo-
graphs of Sikh men being burned alive or 
beaten by Indian soldiers. Other pictures 
commemorated the 400th anniversary of the 
torture and murder of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, 
who refused to remove references to Islam 
and Hinduism from the Sikh’s holy book. 

‘‘We’re trying to make people aware,’’ said 
Ram Singh, a gurdwara leader who plans to 
protest outside the Indian Consulate in San 
Francisco tomorrow. ‘‘We don’t want our fu-
ture generations to forget what happened to 
us.’’ 

Jasdeep Singh, an engineer, won’t forget 
the day in 1989 when soldiers raided his grad-
uate school boarding house and detained all 
the Sikhs in an effort to gain intelligence on 
separatist leaders. 

‘‘First the clothes came off,’’ he said. 
Later, guards tied his hands behind his back 
and hung him from the ceiling. ‘‘These two 
shoulders,’’ he said, ‘‘felt like they were 
going to pop out.’’ 

Since Singh arrived in Fremont, persecu-
tion of Sikhs in India has decreased and the 
governing Congress Party named a Sikh, 
Mammohan Singh, to serve as prime min-
ister. 

Years of repression followed by some re-
forms have stifled the independence move-
ment in Punjab and left Sikhs in the Bay 
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