E1262

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we commend and convey best wishes to
the Davis High School Advanced Treble and
Madrigal Choirs, and send our greetings and
congratulations to all those involved in the
60th Diamond Anniversary Llangollen Inter-
national Musical Eisteddfod.

——————

DECLARING THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL PREVAIL IN THE
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR

SPEECH OF

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong opposition to House Resolution 861.

While | reaffirm my commitment to do every-
thing possible to support the men and women
serving our country in Iraqg, | will not dishonor
them by supporting this sham resolution.

This resolution is no more than a deceitful
effort by the Republican leadership to justify
an ill conceived war—a war based on faulty
and manipulated intelligence and years of
reckless and costly decisions.

These decisions have increased threats to
our national security and drained our treasury
of valuable resources needed for critical pro-
grams such as education, healthcare, re-
search and job training.

The reality, Mr. Speaker, is that the Presi-
dent has lost support for this war as America
has become increasingly aware of the Admin-
istration’s deception and lack of a clear plan
for success. A plan such as the one outlined
in Congressman MURTHA’s resolution would
protect our troops and bring them home as
safely and as quickly possible.

The resolution before this House is nothing
more than a ploy to regain support and polit-
ical advantage by once again blurring the lines
between the devastating 9/11 attacks and the
ongoing war in Iraq. This connection has re-
peatedly been discredited.

In the aftermath of 9/11, the United States
justifiably invaded Afghanistan in pursuit of
Osama Bin Laden, who is the man we know
was responsible for the 9/11 attacks.

U.S. intelligence sources tell us we were
close to capturing him, but then the President
redirected our troops and resources to invade
Iraq.

As a consequence of the President’s deci-
sion, the terrorist responsible for the deaths of
thousands of Americans is still free, Iraq has
in fact become a breeding ground for terror-
ists, and the invasion has inflamed hatred to-
wards our country and has jeopardized our
ability to quickly form a strong international co-
alition to fight terrorism abroad and protect us
at home.

If the Republican leadership were sincere
about honoring our troops, they would have
provided them with the full equipment they are
still lacking, and they would not for example,
have passed a budget with a $6 billion cut to
Veterans Healthcare, or rejected Democratic
amendments to increase badly needed fund-
ing in the Military Quality of Life appropriations
bill.

Mr. Speaker, sending our troops into Iraq ill
equipped, with no plan for success, and no
exit strategy was a shameful mistake.
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For the Republican leadership to play poli-
tics with this resolution and mask true support
for our troops with mere words and rhetoric is
disgraceful.

I, like every American, support our troops
and honor their patriotism.

Their heroism and resolve to fight for our
country, despite the deplorable circumstance
under which they were sent to Iraq, heightens
my pride in their service and strengthens my
resolve to bring them home quickly and safely.

I will not dishonor them by supporting this
Republican charade.

H.R. 4939
HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2006

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| wish to commend the Chairman and Ranking
Member for their support of my request to in-
clude $228 million in funding for the C-17 air-
craft procurement in H.R. 4939, the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations Act for
Defense, the Global War on Terror and Hurri-
cane Recovery.

This funding allows for the procurement of
seven new aircraft and clearly signifies the
Defense Department’s growing commitment to
the future construction of the C-17 aircraft
through fiscal year 2008.

The House and Senate are fervent believers
in the C-17, as this plane has exceeded all
expectations and is one of the most success-
ful airlift cargo aircrafts of the Defense Depart-
ment. The C-17 is currently being flown 160
percent more than usual to deliver supplies to
war theatres and to conduct humanitarian mis-
sions. The C-17 is vital to our national secu-
rity, and an irreplaceable tool for our country
to meet our growing global commitments.

The C-17 is fighting for America, and | have
proudly led the fight for the C-17. My work
with the Secretary of the Air Force, letters to
the Secretary of Defense and working with the
Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Ap-
propriations Committees of both the House
and Senate have resulted in the appropria-
tions we have had approved. In December, |
proudly delivered a letter to the President that
had the signatures of 148 House Members
and 13 Senators supporting the C-17 pro-
gram. | am pleased to represent the Boeing
Company in my District, and the skilled work-
force who calls Southern California their
home.

Mr. Speaker, while | am pleased that Con-
gress has done its part for the next fiscal year
to provide much-needed C—-17’s to our troops
to fight the War on Terror and to serve hu-
manitarian needs both at home and abroad, |
will only intensify my pursuit of further funding.
The American Armed Forces deserve to fly
with only the best.

———

TRIBUTE TO SCOTTSBORO POLICE
CHIEF KEITH SMITH

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2006

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Scottsboro Police Chief Keith

June 23, 2006

Smith, who recently announced his retirement
after 35 years of public service.

Chief Smith started his career in law en-
forcement as a Military Police Officer in the
United States Army in 1966. After serving 1
year in Vietnam, he was honorably discharged
before joining the Scottsboro Police Depart-
ment in 1971. He was named the Chief of Po-
lice in 1980 and has served in that position
ever since.

Mr. Speaker, as Police Chief, he continually
modernized and upgraded the department’s
technologies and methods of crime prevention.
Through his leadership, the City of Scottsboro
has maintained a low crime rate and has es-
tablished itself to be a great place to live,
work, and raise a family.

| consider it a privilege to have worked with
Chief Smith on a variety of issues facing the
City of Scottsboro and all of Northeast Ala-
bama. His unique ability to serve the public
and work with a number of elected officials
over his unprecedented 26 year term is quite
remarkable.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Smith is well respected
throughout our local community. On Sunday,
June 25th, the Scottsboro community will
gather to honor and celebrate all of his
achievements. | rise today, to join in their cele-
bration and to thank Chief Smith for his many
years of dedicated service.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
GUAM GOVERNOR BILL DANIEL

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2006

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Governor Bill Daniel, a
former Governor of Guam, who passed away
Tuesday, June 20, 2006, at his home in Lib-
erty, TX, at the age of ninety. His legacy has
left an indelible imprint on our island and our
people. Daniel served as Governor of Guam
from 1961 to 1963. He was appointed to this
position by President John F. Kennedy. Gov-
ernor Daniel not only rose to the task, he
adopted the island as his second home and
implemented changes that continue to benefit
our island to this day.

Governor Daniel was a “hands-on” leader.
He mounted a massive, island-wide clean-up
campaign that included cutting a trail to reach
the isolated Talofofo Falls, which continues to
serve as one of the island’s most beautiful and
popular sites for visitors. Before his first 100
days ended, Governor Daniel signed legisla-
tion upgrading education by elevating the Col-
lege of Guam to a four-year institution of high-
er learning now known as the University of
Guam. The University of Guam today is an ac-
credited institution providing quality education
to approximately 3,000 students on our island.

He is however best known for removing the
security clearance requirement for persons
who traveled to or from Guam, including resi-
dents. The lifting of this clearance is acknowl-
edged as the single most important act which
stimulated Guam'’s economy.

Governor Daniel was a true visionary whose
deep love for our island and our people is
manifested in his accomplishments as Gov-
ernor of Guam. In addition to his many suc-
cesses, he never wavered in his belief that our
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island was ready for a greater degree of self-
governance. In 1963, Governor Daniel re-
signed from his position, allowing the Honor-
able Manuel Guerrero, his friend and protége,
to succeed him as Governor.

Governor Daniel was instrumental in helping
shape our island and his success in removing
the security clearance paved the way for our
thriving visitor industry and private sector de-
velopment. Though his tenure was brief, Gov-
ernor Daniel’s deep affection for Guam never
waned. He set up a scholarship fund at the
University of Guam to ensure his legacy in
promoting higher education. He maintained his
relationship with many of our leaders through-
out the years, especially those leaders he
mentored, and he remained an advocate and
a friend of Guam. My late husband, former
Governor Ricky Bordallo, was inspired by
Governor Daniel's leadership and he always
counted Governor Daniel as one of the most
important leaders of our island and a historical
figure whose vision changed our island. | will
always remember him as that larger than life
Texan whose greatest contribution was in
knowing how to encourage local leaders. He
had the wisdom to step aside at the right mo-
ment so that the people of Guam can exercise
self-governance, and for that graciousness, we
will always be thankful.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
daughters Ann, Susan and Dani. | join all the
people of Guam in expressing our deepest
gratitude for his dedication and service to our
island. He will be dearly missed.

——

HEALTH CENTERS RENEWAL ACT
OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | strongly support
H.R. 5573, the Health Centers Renewal Act of
2006.

Federal community health centers provide
health care services to poor and under-served
communities across the country. They serve
the uninsured, the homeless, rural residents,
farm workers, and others who have no other
access to care. These centers make health
care accessible and affordable through out-
reach programs, education initiatives, and
translation services, and many people rely on
these centers for their primary care.

There are over 1,000 federal community
health centers across the United States, and
we are fortunate in my congressional district of
El Paso, TX, to have three excellent health
centers.

Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe has been
serving clients in the El Paso area since 1967.
The organization currently operates eight clin-
ics, including a new Child and Adolescent
Wellness Center and an HIV/AIDS clinic. La
Fe also employs over 300 El Pasoans.

Project Vida is a multi-service agency in El
Paso that has a long record of delivering qual-
ity services to those in need. The organization
operates three health care clinics in our com-
munity.

Finally, Centro San Vicente provides a com-
prehensive range of health care services, in-
cluding primary care, dental care, and behav-
ior health services, to El Pasoans.

Mr. Speaker, in my congressional district
and across America, community health cen-
ters are essential to keeping our constituents
healthy and our communities strong. H.R.
5573 will assist them in their important efforts,
and | ask all of my colleagues to support the
bill.

———

DECLARING THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL PREVAIL IN THE
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR

SPEECH OF

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of this resolution, in support of our
troops, and in support of our Nation’s efforts in
the Global War on Terror.

In both Iraq and Afghanistan, we find our-
selves locked in a struggle with an enemy that
despises liberty and embraces an ideology of
hate.

Terrorists did not declare war on us the
morning of September 11, 2001. It started
long before that. Consider the following:

In November of 1979, radical Iranians
seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, holding
53 American hostages for 444 days.

Less than four years later, 63 people died
when the U.S. Embassy in Beirut is bombed.

Scant months later, 242 Americans and 58
French are killed by simultaneous suicide
bombers in the American and French com-
pounds in Beirut.

March 1984, Islamic terrorists kidnapped
and murdered Political Officer William Buckley.

One year later, terrorists seized the Italian
cruise liner the Achille Lauro and killed Leon
Klinghoffer, a 69-year-old American who was
confined to a wheelchair.

In June of 1985, Lebanese Hizballah terror-
ists hijacked a TWA flight forcing the plane to
fly to Beirut. Eight crew members and 145
passengers are held hostage for 17 days, dur-
ing which time a U.S. sailor is murdered.

April 1986, two U.S. soldiers are killed and
79 are injured when Libyan nationals deto-
nated bombs in a West Berlin discotheque.

Two years later, Libyans again take Amer-
ican lives when Pan Am Flight 103 exploded
over Lockerbie, Scotland. All of the 259 peo-
ple on board are killed.

On February 26, 1993, for the first time, Is-
lamic terrorists strike on American soil when a
car bomb explodes in the garage of the World
Trade Center, killing six and injuring 1,000.

On April 14, 1993, Iraqi intelligence
operatives attempted to assassinate former
President Bush.

In 1995, a car bomb exploded at a U.S. mili-
tary complex in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, one
U.S. citizen is killed.

Seven months later a truck bomb detonated
outside the Khobar Towers in Dhahram, Saudi
Arabia. Nineteen Airmen are killed and 515
people are wounded.

In August of 1998, the U.S. Embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania fall victim to coordinated
attacks. Over 300 are killed.

Two years latter, a small watercraft laden
with explosives rammed into the U.S.S. Cole,
killing 17 U.S. sailors.

Finally, September 11, 2001, two hijacked
airliners hit the World Trade Center towers,
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another plane crashed into the Pentagon and
a fourth plane, headed for either the White
House or U.S. Capitol Building in Washington,
D.C., crashed in a Pennsylvania cornfield. All
told, 3,025 perish.

But until we took action in Afghanistan, our
response to terror was often non-existent, spo-
radic, or inconsistent.

In the wake of September 11, the American
people rightfully demanded that their elected
officials make a commitment to aggressively
combat terrorism. We went into Afghanistan to
proactively stop further attacks on innocent
Americans. Afghanistan was a haven for al-
Qaeda, and the terror attacks on our own soil
showed us that we can no longer rely on
oceans and geography to protect our home-
land :from attack. Thus, we must drain the
swamps where terrorism breeds and take the
fight to those who have, through their own
words and deeds, declared war on us.

In addition to the real-life need to protect
our citizens, there is a larger meaning in our
efforts in the Global War on Terror. Those we
fight abhor freedom and liberty. They shun re-
ligious tolerance and view with disdain our
deeply held belief that every person is en-
dowed with basic human rights. And make no
doubt about it—our enemy in the Global War
on Terror is determined to impose their dan-
gerous ideology on innocent people around
the globe. The carnage of September 11
showed us that we can no longer turn a blind-
eye as hate-filled terrorists plot against our
Nation and its citizens.

Then there is the question of Irag. Hindsight
is 20/20, and we now know that Iraq did not
possess significant stockpiles of weapons of
mass destruction. But let us look at the evi-
dence from the time—the evidence upon
which the Congress, the Administration, and
our allies around the world had to judge the
threat posed by Iraqg.

Saddam Hussein had a long history of pur-
suing weapons of mass destruction. Like the
terrorist acts against this country, Saddam’s
determination to pursue weapons of mass de-
struction and desire to intimidate his neighbors
in the region began long ago.

In the 1970’s, Iraq started constructing a nu-
clear reactor in Osirak. The international com-
munity did nothing in response to this gath-
ering threat. Israel, not content to watch Sad-
dam Hussein move forward with a nuclear
program, destroyed the reactor in 1981.

In the 1980s and the early part of the
1990s, Saddam Hussein’s regime proved time
and again that they were a threat to peace
and stability in the region. Saddam repeatedly,
almost continually, used chemical and biologi-
cal weapons on his own citizens and Iranian
troops. For example:

In August 1983, Saddam used mustard gas
on almost 100 Iranians and Kurds in Haji
Uman.

From October through November of that
same year, he used mustard gas on 3,000 Ira-
nians and Kurds in Panjwin.

One year later on Manjoon Island, Saddam
again used mustard gas on 2,500 Iranians.

Simultaneously, he used the nerve agent
tabun on 50 to 100 Iranians in Al Basrah.

A year later, in March of 1985, mustard and
tabun were used in Hawizah Marsh on 3,000
Iranians.

February of 1986 in Al-Faw, mustard and
tabun were used against 8,000 to 10,000 Ira-
nians.
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