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grade teacher, assistant principal, and then 
principal in 1984. From that time on she con-
centrated on developing and expanding aca-
demic and extra-curricular programs at Lee. 
Her dedication and enthusiasm have made 
Lee School a cornerstone of the community. 

In Dr. Joy’s time as principal, the school and 
community have undergone many changes. 
Throughout these years, the philosophy of Lee 
School has remained constant: that all actions 
al1d decisions are made based on the best in-
terests of the children. Dr. Joy’s leadership is 
the catalyst bringing together faculty, staff, 
parents and community to develop and imple-
ment programs and policies designed to meet 
the diverse needs of the children. In addition, 
Dr. Joy continually promotes respect, accept-
ance and appreciation of all persons associ-
ated with the Lee School community. 

As the population of Lee School became 
more culturally diverse, Dr. Joy encouraged 
the faculty to pursue ESL and ELL certifi-
cation. In order to promote a greater under-
standing of the different cultures now rep-
resented in the Lee School population, several 
Cultural Diversity Celebrations have been 
held. Additionally, Lee School is part of the 
International CPS. CPS Scholars is an ad-
vanced curriculum stressing internationalism, 
integrated curriculum, and world language. It 
is the vision that students of this program will 
become fluent in more than one language and 
skilled in the use of modern technology to be-
come life-long learners. 

For her years of dedication and service Dr. 
Joy has deservedly received numerous 
awards. These awards include the Distin-
guished Service Award Aquin Guild, the Whit-
man Award for Excellence in Educational 
Management, Principal of Excellence Award, 
Leadership in Improving Student Outcome, 
and many others. 

Dr. Joy has consistently been driven by the 
desire to serve her community and improve 
the lives of the children and families who have 
attended the schools where she has taught 
and been an administrator. It is with great ap-
preciation that I thank Dr. Joy for her dedi-
cated work and wish her continued health and 
good luck as she travels the next path in her 
career. 
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TRIBUTE TO SAN MARCOS 
MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the San Marcos Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation (SMMA) on its’ twenty-five years of 
community service and economic develop-
ment. 

The San Marcos Manufacturers’ Association 
was formed on October 11th, 1981 to provide 
a forum for local industry to communicate 
common needs, problems and objectives. The 
association is made up of local member com-
panies including: Goodrich; Butler; CenturyTel; 
CFAN; Chatleff Controls; Gulf Business 
Forms, Inc.; Hadco/Genlyte Thomas; Mensor 
Corporation; Parkview Metal Products Inc.; 

Stellar; T.B. Woods; TXI Hunter Cement; 
Thermon; WideLite Genlyte Thomas; 
Heldenfels Enterprises, Inc.; Ember Industries, 
Inc.; Pavestone Company; Grande Commu-
nications; and HEB Distribution Center. Asso-
ciate members include: San Marcos Chamber 
of Commerce; Economic Development San 
Marcos; Texas State Department of Tech-
nology; McCoy College of Business; Gary Job 
Corps Community; Central Texas Medical 
Center; City Manager; Hays ClSD; and San 
Marcos ClSD. 

The San Marcos Manufacturers’ Association 
is well-known for its close ties to the commu-
nity by working closely with several edu-
cational institutions such as the Texas State 
University at San Marcos, San Marcos ClSD, 
Hays lSD, and with local organizations such 
as the Chamber of Commerce, the city of San 
Antonio, TX Workforce Centers, Economic De-
velopment San Marcos. Seven annual scholar-
ships are provided by the San Marcos Manu-
facturers’ Association to graduates of Gary 
Job Corps, San Marcos High School, and two 
scholarships for Texas State University. 

One excellent example of the great commu-
nity involvement by the San Marcos Manufac-
turers’ Association is found in its contributions 
to the United Way of Hays County. Many 
members of the association serve on boards 
of various community and civic organizations, 
and are committed to Economic Development 
of San Marcos, and work as a team to im-
prove the working conditions, environment and 
quality oflife for new and existing industries. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to honor the leadership of San Marcos 
Manufacturers’ Association in community serv-
ice and economic development for San 
Marcos and the surrounding communities 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5631) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year, ending September 30, 2007, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chairman, 
I’d like to take a moment to discuss the impor-
tant work being done at the National Defense 
University to help ensure that our military con-
tinues to harness innovation in Information 
Technologies (IT) to improve our national de-
fense capabilities. During the past decade, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) has taken enor-
mous strides in harnessing IT to support major 
combat operations. We’ve seen this in the de-
velopment and fielding of key systems to sup-
port precise position location and timing, such 
as Global Position Systems, as well as precise 
weapons delivery and communications sys-
tems. The effect of these systems on our 
major combat operations has been profound, 
increasing the speed, efficiency, and precision 
of our operations, while minimizing loss of life 
and resources, as we have seen in coalition 

operations in Afghanistan and the invasion of 
Iraq. These IT-enabled military capabilities are 
extraordinary, and the U.S. needs to maintain 
them, explore ways to expand them, and en-
sure our future ability to benefit from such in-
novations. 

It is important to appreciate that the informa-
tion technology that underlies these extraor-
dinary capabilities is largely commercially driv-
en. Thus, although the U.S. has so far been 
able to exploit this capability effectively, it is 
an advantage that may be easily lost and re-
gained only with great difficulty. If The U.S. is 
to continue to exploit commercial IT effec-
tively, it must implement processes to identify 
promising technologies early in their lifecycle 
to ensure that they include the features re-
quired by the DoD. In addition, mechanisms 
must be instituted that facilitate the introduc-
tion of these key technologies into DoD sys-
tems. 

Over the last several years, Congress has 
supplied a critical activity at the National De-
fense University (NDU) to ensure that the DoD 
retains and enhances the ability to identify and 
exploit innovative commercial IT. A small 
group at the Center for Technology and Na-
tional Security Policy (CTNSP) has performed 
in excess of forty analyses, workshops, and 
conferences that have characterized the na-
ture of the problem, identified key shortfalls, 
and proposed innovative recommendations. At 
the request of Congress, CTNSP has recently 
prepared and submitted a report that docu-
ments the key findings and recommendations 
of their work. 

It is particularly notable that the efforts of 
this program have had significant visibility and 
impact in the DoD. As an example, the IT pro-
gram at NDU has provided various studies 
and recommendations to the highest levels of 
the military, including the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
combatant commanders at the U.S. European 
Command and Joint Forces Command. These 
NDU products have had a very positive impact 
on efforts to enhance the early injection of 
commercial IT into key DoD policies and pro-
cedures. 

Currently this NDU program is extending 
this work into additional critical areas. For ex-
ample, they are exploring options to enhance 
the injection of IT into stabilization and recon-
struction operations. One member of the NDU 
IT program has just returned from Afghanistan 
where he was conducting a detailed study of 
the impact that communications technology 
can have on our Nation’s success there. The 
program has also been pursuing ways to 
adapt technologies currently used by the Chi-
cago Police Department to make them rel-
evant to our counterinsurgency efforts in Iraq. 
In yet another critical area, the group is in the 
process of developing a framework to assess 
the impact of enhancements in cyberspace on 
America’s cyberpower. And finally, the group 
is reviewing defense spending in the area of 
computer science to see if it is adequate. 
These constitute some of the most critical 
issues that DoD must confront as it proceeds 
further into the information age. 

During the past few years, the Congress 
and the House Appropriations Committee has 
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been extremely supportive of this initiative. Al-
though the investment in the effort has been 
modest, I believe it has had extraordinary pay-
off for DoD and the Nation at large. If we can 
retain our strong technological lead, we can 
save billions in defense dollars later that would 
otherwise need to be spent on catch-up activi-
ties. Therefore, I hope, as we look toward con-
ference on this bill, that the Congress is able 
to continue to fund the NDU Technology Pilot 
Program’s important work by setting aside 
$1,000,000 for the program in account PE 
65104D8Z for fiscal year 2007. 
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TRIBUTE TO RIVERVIEW BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Riverview Bible Baptist 
Christian School Boys Basketball Team of 
Forsyth, MO, On March 18, 2006, the team 
won the National Championship of the Na-
tional Association of Christian Athletes 2006 
Boys Division V, an outstanding accomplish-
ment. 

Using the work ethic and good sportsman-
ship which are our core values in Southern 
Missouri, the young men of this team cooper-
ated to accomplish an incredible goal. Their 
perseverance embodies a striking lesson for 
our Nation as an example of what can be 
done when all of the members of a team work 
as one. In an age where sports offers so 
many examples of selfish play and self-pro-
motion, the Riverview Bible Baptist Christian 
School Boys Basketball Team shows what is 
right with sports in America. These young men 
and their coaches also serve as an example 
of how teamwork can result in remarkable 
success. The concept of team is perfectly il-
lustrated by these young men. 

I want to applaud the Riverview Bible Bap-
tist Christian School Boys Basketball Team, 
their coaches and their many supporters on an 
outstanding season, ending in a great victory. 
I also want to recognize them for providing a 
meaningful lesson in the value of teamwork 
and thank them for representing the Eighth 
Congressional District so well through their 
play in the tournament. 
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FAMILIES USA STUDY EXPOSES 
THE WEAKNESSES OF PRIVATE 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in order to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues a study released by Families USA on 
the new Plan D prescription drug plan, ‘‘Big 
Dollars Little Sense: Rising Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Prices,’’ This report, which was re-
leased earlier this month, describes how pri-
vate prescription drug plans have failed to se-
cure cheaper drug prices for Medicare enroll-
ees and have done nothing to stem the tide of 
rising drug prices. 

By comparing the prices under private Part 
D plans to the prices available to veterans 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) health system, the Families USA report 
shows that the private insurers are failing to 
provide needed cost savings to their cus-
tomers. Between November 2005 and April 
2006, private Part D insurers raised the prices 
on seventeen of the top twenty most fre-
quently prescribed drugs to seniors signifi-
cantly, while the same drugs under the VA 
plan experienced little or no increase at all. 
The median difference in price between the 
Part D and VA plans was 46 percent. In other 
words, seniors enrolled in Part D private plan 
are paying an average 46 percent more for 
those drugs than they would have if they had 
been able to receive VA negotiated prices. 

As the study details: 
For each of the top 20 drugs prescribed to 

seniors, the lowest price charged by any Part 
D plan was higher than the lowest price se-
cured by the VA . . . For Zocor (20 mg), a 
drug used to prevent coronary heart disease, 
the lowest VA price for a year’s treatment 
was $127.44, while the lowest Part D plan 
price was $1,275.36, a difference of $1,147.92 or 
901 percent. For Zocor (40 mg), the lowest VA 
price for a year’s treatment was $190.76, 
while the lowest Part D plan price was 
$1,275.36, a difference of $1,084.60 or 569 per-
cent. 

This difference is staggering, and it shows 
the difference between a publicly-accountable 
plan that is committed to helping its bene-
ficiaries and private plans that are committed 
to helping their profit margins, ‘‘Big Dollars Lit-
tle Sense,’’ debunks the myth that the price 
difference between the VA and private Part D 
plans has to do with the number of drugs cov-
ered. As the study states, the VA plan covers 
just as many drugs as the plans in Part D but 
is able to obtain ‘‘large discounts simply by 
using the government’s negotiating power.’’ 
The VA utilizes the significant leverage it has 
in order to get cheaper drugs for its bene-
ficiaries—an authority Medicare is explicitly 
prohibited from using under the current Medi-
care law. 

Another discovery that the report made was 
that the private insurers have done almost 
nothing to protect seniors from rising drug 
prices. Over a six-month period between No-
vember 2005 to April 2006, drug prices for the 
top twenty drugs prescribed to seniors rose 
3.8 percent. That increase was mirrored by 
the private drug plans, which raised their 
prices to their customers 3.7 percent. The 
plans were unable to moderate increases, un-
like the VA, where prices either did not in-
crease or increased at a far lesser rate. The 
drug prices continue to rise and the private in-
surers simply pass that increase on to the 
seniors enrolled in their plan, making little ef-
fort to negotiate fairer prices. 

The Families USA report not only draws at-
tention to the ineffectiveness of the private in-
surers but highlights the fact that there is no 
way to hold them accountable. Part D states 
that these plans are required to pass the dis-
counts they receive on to Medicare bene-
ficiaries but does not specify the proportion of 
the discount that must be passed on. The in-
surers could actually be getting huge dis-
counts from the drug manufacturers and just 
keeping the difference, but we have no way of 
knowing. There is no disclosure and no ac-
countability for the private providers who sup-
ply an essential benefit to the elderly in this 

country. This is a serious problem for seniors. 
Prices are higher than necessary, can in-
crease over the course of the year, and can 
vary among plans. It is also a serious problem 
for taxpayers, who pay 75 percent of the cost 
of Part D premiums. ‘‘Big Dollars Little 
Sense,’’ reports, too, that the median dif-
ference between the highest and lowest prices 
that Part D plans charged for the same drug 
was 36 percent. This is not just a question of 
picking the right plan during the enrollment pe-
riod—since plans can change prices through-
out the year but seniors are locked in, even a 
smart shopper can end up paying much more 
for their drugs than enrollees in other plans. 

This report concludes that seniors in this 
country would get a far better deal if they were 
able to benefit from Medicare price negotia-
tion: 

Price data from the Part D plans from No-
vember 2005 and April 2006 show that these 
plans are failing to deliver on the promise 
that competition would bring prices down. 
The use of ‘‘market power,’’ lauded by Medi-
care officials and the Administration, has 
not resulted in drug prices that are com-
parable to the low prices negotiated by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Not only 
are Part D plan prices high, but these prices 
are increasing far more often than they are 
decreasing, and the plans are not containing 
drug price inflation. These disturbing price 
trends do not bode well for either Medicare 
consumers or taxpayers. The ‘‘market 
power’’ of the plans has not delivered the low 
prices promised to Medicare consumers. 

The law that established the Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit, in prohibiting Medi-
care from using the negotiating clout of 43 
million seniors and others in Medicare to ob-
tain low drug prices, has given seniors and 
taxpayers a benefit that costs more than it 
should. When negotiations are divided among 
a multitude of plans, none seems to do as 
well as a single negotiator might. When it 
comes to reducing and containing drug 
prices, the Medicare drug program is an op-
portunity that has been badly squandered. 

A Medicare-administered plan with Medicare 
price negotiation would lower prices since the 
drug companies would be more likely to pro-
vide a good deal to an entity representing 43 
million of their best customers. That is why I 
urge my colleagues to read this important re-
port and to support H.R. 752, the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Savings and Choice Act, 
which would give seniors and persons with 
disabilities the ability to enroll in a Medicare- 
operated plan with lower prices. 
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE KELO 
V. CITY OF NEW LONDON DECI-
SION 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow marks 
the one year anniversary of one of the worst 
Supreme Court decisions in recent memory, 
Kelo v. City of New London. One year ago, 
the Court struck a blow against property own-
ers everywhere and delivered the govern-
ment’s long-standing assault on property rights 
on farms and ranches in rural America right to 
the doorsteps of American suburbs. 

The Kelo decision expanded the traditional 
understanding of ‘‘public benefit’’—roads, 
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