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The Foundation’s community enterprise in-

vestments are supporting grassroots solutions 
to local problems and empowering commu-
nities to take control of their own development. 

For example, over the past several years, 
ADF has empowered rural communities in 
Guinea to plan and undertake the construction 
of scores of health clinics, primary schools 
and wells. 

In Jigawa State, in northern Nigeria, ADF 
supported community construction of 400 low 
cost homes for families who had lost their tra-
ditional structures in floods. 

Mr. Speaker, I am personally impressed and 
inspired by the African Development Founda-
tion’s work with those living with HIV/AIDS. 

For example: 
In Swaziland, where almost 40 percent of 

adults are infected with the AIDS virus, ADF is 
improving nutrition and providing income-gen-
erating opportunities for widows and orphans 
affected by helping them produce and market 
vegetables. 

In Ghana, ADF funded the training of almost 
1,500 youth who conducted peer counseling 
on HIV/AIDS to more than 200,000 young 
people. 

In Plateau State, Nigeria, ADF funded a 
pilot program to adapt and extend a faith- 
based life skills training program in the public 
secondary schools. About 500 teachers were 
trained in the new curriculum and more than 
25,000 students received year-long training. 

In Tanzania, ADF has experimented with 
supporting schemes that extend micro-credit 
to people living with HIV/AIDS and enabling 
them to start informal businesses and under-
take income-generating activities. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a very high demand 
for the African Development Foundation to ex-
pand their work. A dozen African governments 
and two private corporations are actually 
matching the U.S. Government’s funding, dol-
lar-for-dollar, for ADF to undertake projects in 
their countries. Demand for its services greatly 
exceeds resources. Currently, ADF has a total 
of $22.0 million in annual cash commitments 
and specific requests. 

Newly elected President Ellen Johnson- 
Sirleaf has requested USADF to help in re-
building Liberia and restoring hope through 
creating small businesses and community en-
terprises that can provide meaningful jobs to 
ex-combatants, women and youth. 

Additionally, the Governments of Burundi 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
have also requested USADF to assist in their 
post-crisis transition and development. Also, 
the Government of Burkina Faso has re-
quested ADF assistance in community and en-
terprise development and is committed to 
matching USG funding with funds from the Is-
lamic Development Bank. 

Mr. Speaker, the work of the African Devel-
opment Foundation is a powerful example of 
the goodwill of the American people, and it is 
one of the most effective foreign assistance 
programs we have. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in sup-
porting their efforts and co-sponsor the African 
Development Foundation Act of 2006. 

THE DEFICIT REDUCTION AND EF-
FECTIVE LEGISLATIVE LINE 
ITEM VETO ACT OF 2006 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased 
today to introduce the Deficit Reduction and 
Effective Legislative Line Item Veto Act of 
2006. The United States is facing structural 
deficits of $300 billion to $400 billion; a rising 
mountain of debt, held increasingly by foreign 
interests; and a $3 trillion tax-cut agenda of 
measures yet to be renewed or enacted. We 
have all of this and more, but no effective 
tools to deal with any of these problems. In 
fact, this year, for the fourth time since the 
Budget Act was passed, and for the third time 
in the last 5 years, Congress has failed to 
pass a concurrent budget resolution, much 
less a 5-year plan. 

That’s why today I am introducing this bill. 
It contains a package of tools to get the budg-
et crisis under control and help get the budget 
back in balance. 

My legislation reinstates the two-sided Pay- 
As-You-Go (PAYGO) rules. It allows reconcili-
ation to be used only to reduce the deficit. My 
bill provides members with the information 
they need to review legislation before voting 
on it. Finally, a well-crafted expedited rescis-
sion authority could be a useful budget tool— 
and I have brought to the floor and voted for 
versions of that authority in the past when 
there were other budget enforcement tools in 
place, as well. That’s why my bill includes ex-
pedited rescission authority, but addresses the 
broader budget control issues as well. 

Let me review some of the details of my bill. 
If we are in earnest about bringing down the 
deficit, we need rules designed to reduce the 
deficit. Congress created the reconciliation 
process to make it easier to reduce the deficit 
by setting up special procedures for hard-to- 
pass budget cuts, yet this Congress now uses 
reconciliation to pass legislation that enlarges 
the deficit. The Republican bill granting the 
president expedited rescission authority, H.R. 
4890, could become an accessory to that out-
come. A President with expedited rescission 
powers could push a big spending bill, call 
members of Congress when a vote was com-
ing up, solicit their support, and if it was not 
forthcoming, back up his request with a thinly 
veiled threat—the rescission of something that 
members dearly wanted for their districts. 

My bill addresses these concerns in several 
ways. First, it prohibits reconciliation proce-
dures from being used to increase the deficit. 
Second, it prohibits the President or anyone in 
the executive branch from wielding rescission 
threats as a bargaining tool on other legisla-
tion. 

If we are serious about rooting out wasteful 
spending—and I think we should be—we need 
to provide members with adequate time to 
look over legislation before voting on it. The 
Republican Rules Committee routinely waives 

the rules to rush bills to the floor hours or 
even minutes after bills providing for billions of 
dollars are finalized. My bill requires that 
members have copies of a bill to review at 
least 24 hours prior to a vote, and a full three 
days for a bill with earmarks, unless two-thirds 
of the House votes to waive that rule. In addi-
tion, my bill contains earmark reform provi-
sions from H. Res. 659, Representative 
OBEY’s bill, that will make publicly available 
relevant details about any earmarks contained 
in a bill, including who sponsored the provision 
and who benefits from it. 

I am convinced that we can reduce the def-
icit while protecting vital entitlement programs 
from expedited rescission authority and the 
sort of summary changes that fast-track provi-
sions would permit. H.R. 4890 allows the 
President to propose line-item rescissions 
even to entitlement programs such as Social 
Security, veterans’ benefits, and Medicare. My 
bill would protect these programs. 

The Deficit Reduction and Effective Legisla-
tive Line Item Veto Act of 2006 will put in 
place these measures we need to address our 
budget crisis. Merely granting the President 
expedited rescission authority alone, as H.R. 
4890 provides, will do little to require that Con-
gress set budget priorities, put the budget on 
the path back to balance, and stick to its 
budget promises. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-
appointed by the Republican leadership’s deci-
sion to pull this important bipartisan legislation 
from Floor debate this week. The Voting 
Rights Act has made a significant difference in 
ensuring the full inclusion of minorities in the 
American political process. The legislation 
pulled today will extend for 25 years key provi-
sions that are set to expire in 2007. While this 
country has a rich history of valuing the right 
to vote, it, unfortunately, has a checkered past 
in ensuring the full access that the Constitu-
tion guarantees. 

The Voting Rights Act was signed into law 
5 months after voting rights protesters were 
beaten as they walked from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Alabama on what became known as 
‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ Earlier this week, I held a 
forum on the need to extend the Voting Rights 
Act. I heard personal stories from my col-
leagues in Congress and members of the civil 
rights community that illustrate the need to ex-
tend this legislation. I commend Congressmen 
JOHN CONYERS, MEL WATT and other mem-
bers of the Judiciary Committee for their hard 
work on this bill. I hope that the Republican 
Leadership can resolve its issues with this 
landmark legislation and bring it to the House 
floor as soon as possible. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
June 22, 2006 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JUNE 23 

1 p.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold a closed briefing on State De-
partment and Defense Department co-
operation overseas. 

S–407, Capitol 

JUNE 27 

10 a.m. 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine implemen-
tation of the Energy Policy Act provi-
sions on enhancing oil and gas produc-
tion on Federal lands in the Rocky 
Mountain Region. 

SD–366 
Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Eric Solomon, of New Jersey, to 
be Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
for Tax Policy. 

SD–215 
Appropriations 
Interior and Related Agencies Sub-

committee 
Business meeting to markup H.R. 5386, 

making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior, environment, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2007. 

SD–124 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Oversight of Government Management, the 

Federal Workforce, and the District of 
Columbia Subcommittee 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Office of Personnel Management, 
focusing on whether the Office of Per-
sonnel Management is positioned to be 
the Federal government’s leader in per-
sonnel policy today and in the future. 

SD–342 
Aging 

To hold hearings to examine if medical 
tourism can reduce health care costs 
relating to the globalization of health 
care. 

SD–106 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine prospects 
for U.S. economic expansion. 

2118 RHOB 

10:30 a.m. 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the use of 
presidential signing statements, which 
are issued when a president signs new 
laws. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Judiciary 
Constitution, Civil Rights and Property 

Rights Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the con-

tinuing need for Federal examiners and 
observers to ensure electoral integrity. 

SD–226 
Appropriations 
Energy and Water Subcommittee 

Business meeting to markup H.R. 5427, 
making appropriations for energy and 
water development for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2007. 

SD–138 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Housing and Transportation Subcommittee 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the current state of progress and future 
outlook relating to SAFETEA-LU im-
plementation. 

SD–538 

JUNE 28 
9:30 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
To hold an oversight hearing on Environ-

mental Protection Agency regional in-
consistencies. 

SD–628 
Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
Native American Housing Programs. 

SR–485 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine hedge funds 
and independent analysts. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill, to exempt from certain require-
ments of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 
U.S. exports to India of nuclear mate-
rials, equipment and technology, the 
nominations of Earl Anthony Wayne, 
of Maryland, to be Ambassador to Ar-
gentina, Gaddi H. Vasquez, of Cali-
fornia, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing his tenure of service as U.S. Rep-
resentative to the United Nations 
Agencies for Food and Agriculture, 
John Clint Williamson, of Louisiana, to 
be Ambassador at Large for War 
Crimes Issues, Michael E. Ranneberger, 
of Virginia, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Kenya, Eric M. Bost, of 
Texas, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of South Africa, W. Stuart Syming-
ton IV, of Missouri, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Djibouti, Gayleatha 
Beatrice Brown, of New Jersey, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Benin, 
Robert O. Blake, Jr., of Maryland, to be 
Ambassador to the Democratic Social-
ist Republic of Sri Lanka, and to serve 
concurrently and without additional 
compensation as Ambassador to the 
Republic of Maldives, Robert D. 
McCallum, Jr., of Georgia, to be Am-
bassador to Australia, and Leslie V. 
Rowe, of Washington, to be Ambas-
sador to Papua New Guinea, and to 
serve concurrently and without addi-
tional compensation as Ambassador to 
the Solomon Islands and Ambassador 
to the Republic of Vanuatu. 

SD–419 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider proposed 
Older Americans Act Amendments of 

2006, S. 3546, Dietary Supplement and 
Nonprescription Drug Consumer Pro-
tection Act, S. 707, to reduce preterm 
labor and delivery and the risk of preg-
nancy-related deaths and complica-
tions due to pregnancy, and to reduce 
infant mortality caused by pre-
maturity, S. 757, to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Di-
rector of the National Institute of En-
vironmental Health Sciences to make 
grants for the development and oper-
ation of research centers regarding en-
vironmental factors that may be re-
lated to the etiology of breast cancer, 
and any pending nominations; to be 
followed by a hearing on biodefense. 

SD–430 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Mickey D. Barnett, of New 
Mexico, Katherine C. Tobin, of New 
York, and Ellen C. Williams, of Ken-
tucky, each to be a Governor of the 
United States Postal Service. 

SD–342 
10:30 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Marc Spitzer, of Arizona, to be 
a Member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission. 

SD–366 
2 p.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Kimberly Ann Moore, of Vir-
ginia, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Federal Circuit, and 
Bobby E. Shepherd, of Arkansas, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eighth Circuit. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Water and Power Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1812, to 
amend the Reclamation Projects Au-
thorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 
to provide for the conjunctive use of 
surface and ground water in Juab 
County, Utah, S. 1965, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to convey cer-
tain buildings and lands of the Yakima 
Project, Washington, to the Yakima- 
Tieton Irrigation District, S. 2129, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey certain land and improve-
ments of the Gooding Division of the 
Minidoka Project, Idaho, S. 2470, to au-
thorize early repayment of obligations 
to the Bureau of Reclamation within 
the A&B Irrigation District in the 
State of Idaho, S. 2502, to provide for 
the modification of an amendatory re-
payment contract between the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the North 
Unit Irrigation District, S. 3404, to re-
authorize the Mni Wiconi Rural Water 
Supply Project, H.R. 2383, to redesig-
nate the facility of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation located at 19550 Kelso Road in 
Byron, California, as the ‘‘C.W. ‘Bill’ 
Jones Pumping Plant’’, and H.R. 4204, 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to transfer ownership of the American 
River Pump Station Project. 

SD–366 

JUNE 29 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SD–562 
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JULY 12 

10 a.m. 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine USDA dairy 
programs. 

SR–328A 

JULY 13 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine unmanned 

aerial systems in Alaska. 
SD–562 

JULY 19 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Technology, Innovation, and Competitive-

ness Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine high per-

formance computing. 
SD–562 

POSTPONEMENTS 

JUNE 28 

9:30 a.m. 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine antitrust 
concerns relating to credit card inter-
change rates. 

SD–226 
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