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Grace Community Church when the land was 
purchased from Boulder City in 1990. The 
Reverend Dr. Ronald S. Freel (1999–2004), 
who was worshipping with and volunteering as 
an Associate Pastor, became the Senior Pas-
tor. Pastor Kevin Roach, the new senior pas-
tor, preached his first sermon on July 18, 
2004, and continues to serve today. Serving 
under the direction of Senior Pastor Kevin 
Roach are: Associate Pastor Gard Jameson, 
Music Director Carol Simak, Assistant Music 
Director Barbara Walker, and Sharon 
Wieczorek, who served as the Office Manager 
for the past 7 years is retiring, and is being re-
placed by Jan Liebhauser. 

The church recently recognized 14 people 
who have been members for 48 years or 
longer, and four who have been members for 
more than 60 years. Carol Bourne, Jack and 
Dorothy Rants, Lin Diebold, Roy and Elnor 
Gear, Byron Miller, Robert Austin, Del and 
Eloise Blue, Agnes Lockette, Lillian Rigney, 
and Bob and Virginia Moore have all been 
members for 48 years or longer, and at the 
age of 94, Mary Eaton has been a member for 
72 years, Violet Tracht at 96, has been a 
member for 63 years, with Velma Stice a 
member for 65 years and Innis Risley being at 
the 60 year mark. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Grace Community Church and its accomplish-
ments in Nevada’s history. I commend the 
church for its long history of service to the city 
of Boulder City and wish them good fortune 
for the next 75 years. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
SMITH 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Christopher Smith, a distin-
guished member of the Brooklyn, New York, 
educational and civic communities. It be-
hooves us to pay tribute to this outstanding 
leader and I hope my colleagues will join me 
in recognizing his impressive accomplish-
ments. 

Mr. Smith considers that the very nature of 
education dictates that it takes place all the 
time, anytime and anywhere. As an educator 
in the New York City Public School System, 
Mr. Smith employs the concept of ‘‘teachable 
moments’’ in and out of the classroom. Mr. 
Smith posits that teachable moments are 
times in the life of an individual where one 
consciously learns from trial and error. He be-
lieves that learning through this method allows 
students cognition to develop critically and to 
balance multitudinous tasks tossed at them by 
life. 

The village it takes to raise a child is evident 
at Boys and Girls High School. Mr. Smith pro-
vides students and staff with many opportuni-
ties to learn how to develop, implement and 
evaluate programs and extracurricular activi-
ties. This includes the development of the Ex-
emplary Mentoring Program, after-school tutor-
ing, the Annual Scholarship Luncheon, the An-
nual Talent Show, the development of Black & 
Latino Awareness programs, the Academic 
Bowl, Pep rallies, Student Government, and 
other activities to increase school spirit. It is 

important to Mr. Smith that the legacy of this 
great institution continues. 

Born and raised in Bedford Stuyvesant 
(Gates Avenue), Christopher Smith is a prod-
uct of the New York City Public Schools sys-
tem. After graduating from Boys and Girls 
High School in 1996, he received his Bach-
elors of Science Degree in Business Adminis-
tration at the State University of New York at 
Oswego, and received his Master’s Degree in 
General Education and Special Education 
from Touro College in New York City. This 
summer, Mr. Smith is embarking on a path in 
his pursuit of obtaining an Educational Admin-
istration Master’s Degree at the College of St. 
Rose in Albany, New York. When he success-
fully completes his Educational Administration 
Degree, he looks to earn his Educational Doc-
torate. 

Mr. Smith works hard to keep the Boys and 
Girls High School legacy alive in the Bedford 
Stuyvesant community. He knows that his chil-
dren are definitely the ‘‘Jewels of Bedford 
Stuyvesant’’. Although this task is not easy, 
God has equipped him with valor to complete 
this stringent journey and he works according 
to the following mantra: ‘‘It doesn’t matter 
where my children come from but where I 
hope to help them get to.’’ 

Mr. Smith further states that when we derive 
pleasure from our daily lives, are stimulated or 
challenged by our work, enriched by the new 
things we learn, and by our contact with oth-
ers; our lives are successful regardless of the 
specific setbacks of a particular day. When it 
is all said and done, and he recalls the day’s 
events; he is satisfied in knowing that he was 
able to help his community. 

Mr. Speaker, Christopher Smith’s selfless 
service has continuously demonstrated a level 
of altruistic dedication that makes him most 
worthy of our recognition today. 
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TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R 5576) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, Treasury, and Housing and Urban 
Development, the Judiciary, District of Co-
lumbia, and independent agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2007, and for 
other purpose: 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
strong support of restored funding for Section 
8 vouchers. Our Nation is in the midst of an 
affordable housing crisis—and hard working 
families are bearing the brunt of the short fall. 
Yet again Section 8 is funded below the Presi-
dent’s request—this year $144 million less 
than proposed 

The Nadler-Velázquez amendment will re-
store $70 million for Section 8, providing 
vouchers for approximately 10,000 families. 
This increase will ensure that families working 
to create a better life for their children will 

have a safe, decent place to call home— 
something that is critical to positive outcomes 
for the future. 

The Section 8 program is a lifeline for mil-
lions of families struggling to make ends meet 
and end the cycle of poverty so common in 
low-income communities. In my district—and 
districts around the country—families have 
been waiting upwards of ten years for vouch-
ers. We cannot turn our backs on families 
striving to achieve more for their children 
against the odds. 
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HONORING GENE & MARY McCAR-
THY ON THE OCCASION OF 
THEIR RETIREMENT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me a 
tremendous sense of pleasure the recognize 
the personal accomplishments and the long 
career of two of Western New York’s finest 
citizens, a couple I am proud to call my friends 
Mary Dories and William Eugene ‘‘Gene’’ 
McCarthy. 

Mary and Gene McCarthy are lifelong—and 
tremendously proud—residents, of the Old 
First Ward in South Buffalo, New York. Mary 
grew up on Sidway Street and Gene grew up 
a few streets away on Kentucky Street. 

Mary and Gene were married on May 7, 
1955 and resided on Hamburg Street before 
moving to 271 Katherine Street where they 
live today. They raised their three children, 
Patty, Billy and Maureen in this home in the 
Old First Ward Neighborhood. 

This neighborhood holds great significance 
in my Congressional District because it has 
long been recognized for the Irish legacy in-
stilled upon the area during the city’s formative 
years. Irish immigrants who worked on the 
construction of the Erie Canal made their 
home here. They went on to work in the ship-
ping industry, as scoopers, railroad operators, 
and factory workers to name a few. 

Gene McCarthy followed in this tradition 
working for several years in Buffalo’s grain 
mills, ending his industry career at Pillsbury 
Flour Mill to pursue a business venture of his 
own. 

Gene and Mary opened the doors to 
McCarthy’s Tavern on July 20, 1964 at 73 
Hamburg Street. McCarthy’s Tavern, a classic 
neighborhood Irish Pub that has become a 
First Ward Landmark and a favorite spot for 
grain workers, firefighters, police officers, poli-
ticians, lawyers and First Ward regulars alike. 

Hard work, long hours, true friendships and 
constant generosity were the hallmarks of 
Gene and Mary McCarthy’s life in the Tavern 
Business. 

Mr. Speaker, It is my distinct honor to rec-
ognize Gene and Mary McCarthy on the occa-
sion of their well deserved retirement from the 
tavern business after 42 years of service. The 
wonderful memories, stories, and good times 
shared by those who routinely came in for the 
welcoming atmosphere that McCarthy’s Tav-
ern offered will be present in the minds and 
hearts of many Western New Yorkers for 
years to come. 
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H.R. 5252, THE COMMUNICATION 

OPPORTUNITY, PROMOTION, AND 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWKSY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 16, 2006 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 5252, the Communication 
and Enhancement Act. The COPE Act would 
allow telephone companies to reap the re-
wards of the, cable business with few respon-
sibilities and could also threaten the innovative 
nature of the Internet. I believe the passage of 
this bill would be a major setback for con-
sumers, communities, and the public interest. 

I think we all agree that there is a need for 
consumer choice and competition in cable. 
Currently, most communities are served by the 
cable industry’s quasi-monopolies. However, 
‘‘competition’’ in cable shouldn’t have the ef-
fect of, cutting consumer protections, reducing 
public broadcasting, and eliminating local 
rights. ‘‘Competition’’ shouldn’t be about pro-
viding lucrative markets with several cable 
service options and leaving those in poorer 
neighborhoods with low-quality service and the 
potential for ever increasing cable raising 
rates. 

The COPE Act would put the Federal Com-
munications Commission in charge of what 
our localities have been successfully handling 
for years. Do we really think the Federal Com-
munications Commission will do a better job at 
resolving consumer complaints? Is the FCC 
going to come out to Skokie, Illinois and take 
care of problems that may arise concerning 
the town’s public right-of-way? And, does the 
FCC have the resources—both in budget and 
personnel—to do so? 

I am also greatly concerned that there are 
not adequate protections in this bill for the 
Internet as we know it. The telecom industry 
has already told us that they plan to operate 
their own form of censorship, slowing down or 
speeding up delivery of content depending on 
it relationship to the provider. I am concerned 
that they could also start blocking email from 
advocacy groups they don’t agree with and 
shutting down startups that may offer competi-
tion to products they provide. 

I understand that many argue that the cost 
of continuing with an open Internet will fall on 
the shoulder of consumers, and that the Titans 
of the Internet will get a free ride if we pass 
a net neutrality provision. However, while the 
COPE Act would allow the telcos to set up 
their tollbooths, there are no guarantees, no 
protections, nothing to stop the telcos from 
bilking consumers—even if the telcos were to 
charge Google and Yahoo. They could double 
dip—and why wouldn’t they? One can say that 
it probably won’t happen, but there is nothing 
in this bill to stop them. 

Mr. Speaker, the COPE Act is not the an-
swer to lack of competition in cable service. I 
urge my colleagues to oppose its passage. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRANK KOGOVSEK 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker I rise today 
to pay tribute to Frank Kogovsek, a man of 

quiet but firm character who spent his life 
making a difference in the lives of ‘‘under-
dogs.’’ 

Frank Kogovsek was born June 22, 1939 in 
Pueblo, Colorado, to Frank L. and Mary 
Blatnick Kogovsek. He graduated from Pueblo 
Catholic High School in 1957 and went on to 
the seminary. He was ordained a Catholic 
priest in 1965. His fifth assignment was in La 
Junta, where he served as assistant pastor of 
Assumption Churchl in Bessemer. 

He taught at Seton High as well, a Catholic 
school for girls. At Seton High he reconnected 
with a former classmate who had become a 
nun, Leona Reinert. Frank left the priesthood 
and Leona gave up being a nun and they 
were married in November 28, 1970 in Lake-
wood, Colorado. 

Leona fondly remembered his work with stu-
dents, describing him as a mentor who was 
‘‘always looking out for the underdog, trying to 
guide them and educate them as to things 
available to assist them. He was a kind, un-
derstanding, soft-spoken person.’’ 

Frank continued to work with underdogs 
when he and Leona moved to Adams County. 
He took on a job as a probation officer for the 
City of Denver. Until 1995, he worked with at- 
risk youth, mentoring and guiding young peo-
ple that were mixed up with the law. 

Frank and Leona’s love of children led them 
to adopt three of their own. They had a 
daughter, Jennifer, and two sons, Greg and 
Jerome. Jennifer fondly remembered her fa-
ther’s love for the simple things in life. ‘‘He 
loved his backyard,’’ she said. ‘‘He built a 
patio when we were kids. He just loved to be 
outside in summer.’’ 

Weakened by Parkinson’s disease, Frank 
succumbed to pneumonia on February 22, 
2006 at the age of 66. Frank was a common 
man that spent his life making an uncommon 
mark upon individuals that often had nowhere 
else to turn. I join his family in grieving his 
loss and commemorating his life of service as 
an example for all of us. 
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A TRIBUTE TO HENRY FRANK 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Henry Frank, a distinguished 
member of the Brooklyn, New York commu-
nity. It behooves us to pay tribute to this out-
standing leader and I hope my colleagues will 
join me in recognizing his impressive accom-
plishments. 

Henry Frank was born in the Republic of 
Haiti, and was trained as an anthropologist. 
His research works have taken him all over 
Africa, Europe, the Caribbean and South 
America, particularly Bahia, the bastion of the 
African culture in Brazil. 

Dr. Frank has given lectures on the African 
Preserved Religions in the New World espe-
cially Vodou as well as other aspects of the 
New World Cultures at many Universities and 
Museums in the U.S. and abroad. For nine 
years, Dr. Frank was the Assistant Director of 
Caribbean Studies in the Education Depart-
ment at the American Museum of Natural His-
tory in New York City. He has also partici-
pated in conferences and has given lectures 

at several prominent institutions, hospitals and 
healthcare facilities. 

From 1982 to 1990, Dr. Frank served as a 
scholar for the New York Council for the Hu-
manities program, ‘‘Speakers in the Human-
ities’’. In April 1990, he was appointed Consul 
General of Haiti in New York in the govern-
ment of Mme.Ertha Trouillot, the first woman 
president of Haiti. From 1986 to 1990, Dr. 
Frank serve as the Executive Director of the 
Haitian Neighborhood Service Center (HNSC) 
in NYC while simultaneously serving as a lec-
turer on African/Caribbean Culture and History 
for the NYC Council for the Humanities. 

Dr. Frank has participated in many radio 
and TV programs in the U.S. and Europe. He 
appeared on French and German television 
and was a specialist on African Preserved Re-
ligion in the Americas and narrator for FINN-
ISH TELEVISION in Finland. He was a con-
sultant for the Voodoo segment of the series 
‘‘In Search of Voodoo by Landsburg Produc-
tions’’. The program was first aired on WNBC– 
TV. He also was a consultant for WABC–TV 
in the 20/20 segment on ‘‘Zombification’’. He 
appeared with Wade Davis, the author of The 
Serpent and the Rainbow, as a guest on The 
Geraldo Riviera Show in opposition to the film 
of the same name. Dr. Frank was a consultant 
for the fabulous exhibit at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History in New York entitled, 
‘‘The Sacred Art of Haitian Vodou’’ that was 
on view from October 10, 1998 to January 3, 
1999 and attracted 70,000 viewers. He also 
gave numerous lecture presentations and par-
ticipated in panel discussions in conjunction 
with the exhibit. He continually serves as a 
consultant for that scientific and cultural insti-
tution. 

Since April 1991, Dr. Frank has been the 
Executive Director of the Haitian Centers 
Council, a consortium of eight Haitian Centers 
nationwide. It is important to note that the Hai-
tian Centers Council (HCC) offers the most 
comprehensive HIV/AIDS education and pre-
vention program to the Haitian community at 
large for over 20 years, but not exclusively. It 
also provides services to other Caribbean and 
minority communities including French-speak-
ing Africans. The oganization has a 16 unit 
residential facility with support services for 
people with AIDS (PWA). In collaboration with 
the NYC Department of Education and United 
Way of NYC, HCC conducts programs for high 
school students pertaining to academic en-
hancement, cultural and historical enrichment, 
leadership, and socialization skills. HCC also 
provides a comprehensive Domestic Violence 
Prevention program to the Haitian community 
at large and other minority communities. 
Under Dr. Frank’s direction, HCC has been on 
the forefront of immigration issues, and the 
protection and defense of Haitian immigrant 
rights in the U.S and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Henry Frank, as he offers his talents 
and services for the betterment of our local 
and global communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Henry Frank’s selfless service 
has continuously demonstrated a level of altru-
istic dedication that makes him most worthy of 
our recognition today. 
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