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Scholarship Award.” A student of Clin-
ton County High School, Edward also
finds time to pursue academic and cul-
tural interests such as political
science, music, and art.

The Albany Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1952 and its Ladies Auxiliary can
be proud to sponsor Mr. Edward Brown.
Being recognized by this organization
is truly an honor. I congratulate Ed-
ward for his hard work and achieve-
ment.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL JOHN D. WASON

e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to an exceptional
officer of the United States Army,
Lieutenant Colonel John D. Wason,
upon his retirement after more than 20
years of distinguished service.

Throughout his career, Lieutenant
Colonel Wason has personified the
Army values of duty, integrity, and
selfless service across the many mis-
sions the Army provides in defense of
our Nation. During his time as—a Con-
gressional Legislative Liaison Officer
in the office of the Secretary of the
Army, many of us on Capitol Hill have
enjoyed the opportunity to work with
Lieutenant Colonel Wason on a wide
variety of Army issues and programs,
and it is my privilege to recognize his
many accomplishments. I commend his
superb service to the U.S. Army and
this great Nation.

Lieutenant Colonel John D. Wason
was commissioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant, Field Artillery, after grad-
uating from California State Univer-
sity-Sacramento in 1985. His first as-
signment was as a Company Fire Sup-
port Officer, Battery Fire Direction Of-
ficer, and Battery Executive Officer for
the 3rd Battalion, 19th Field Artillery,
5th Infantry Division at Ft. Polk, LA
from 1985 to 1989. He commanded B
Battery, bth Battalion, 3rd Field Artil-
lery in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many from 1990 to 1992. Following his
assignment in Germany, LTC Wason
spent 28 months as a Recruiting Com-
pany Commander in Northern Cali-
fornia from 1992 to 1994. In 1994, LLTC
Wason was selected as a member of the
Army Acquisition workforce. From
1994 to 2001 LTC Wason served in a va-
riety of Army Acquisition positions at
White Sands Missile Range, NM and
Picatinny Arsenal, NJ working on
major Army weapons programs such as
the Army Tactical Missiles System,
Crusader, and the LW 155 Artillery sys-
tem.

In 2001, LTC Wason was selected as a
Department of Defense Congressional
Fellow. His selection was followed by a
1 year assignment working on my per-
sonal staff. Following his Fellowship,
LTC Wason served in Programs Divi-
sion, Office of the Chief of Legislative
Liaison. Lieutenant Colonel Wason
maintained a constant liaison with
Professional Staff Members of the Sen-
ate and House Armed Services Com-
mittees on issues relating to Army

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Procurement programs focusing on
Army Aviation, Weapons and Tracked
Combat Vehicles.

Throughout these varied and de-
manding assignments, Lieutenant
Colonel Wason provided outstanding
leadership, advice, and sound profes-
sional judgment on numerous critical
issues of enduring importance to both
the Army and Congress. John’s counsel
and support were invaluable to Army
leaders and Members of Congress as
they considered the impact of their de-
cisions on these important issues.

On behalf of Congress and the United
States of America, I thank Colonel
Wason, his wife Betsy, and his entire
family for the commitment, sacrifices,
and contribution that they have made
throughout his honorable military
service. I congratulate Lieutenant
Colonel John Wason on completing an
exceptional and extremely successful
career, and wish him blessings and suc-
cess in all his future endeavors.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARY CLUTTER,
NSF

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to
honor Dr. Mary E. Clutter who will be
retiring in August from the National
Science Foundation, NSF. To say that
Dr. Clutter has had a distinguished ca-
reer at the NSF would be an under-
statement due to her countless
achievements in the area of biological
science. Today’s biological science has
not only been assisted by Dr. Clutter
but in many respects, it has been de-
fined by Dr. Clutter, and her leadership
in this important scientific area.

Dr. Clutter personifies the model
public servant with a career at the
NSF that spanned almost three dec-
ades. Dr. Clutter began her career as a
temporary program officer at the NSF.
Over the ensuing years, she has served
with distinction in many important
leadership roles at NSF: as the division
director of Cellular Biosciences, Senior
Science Advisor to the NSF Director,
acting deputy director, and assistant
director for the Directorate for Bio-
logical Sciences. She has served four
Presidential administrations beginning
with President Ronald Reagan to our
current President George W. Bush. As a
member of the Senior Executive Serv-
ice, Dr. Clutter has received numerous
awards, including the Meritorious and
Distinguished Executive Presidential
Rank Awards from Presidents Ronald
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Wil-
liam Clinton.

During her career, Dr. Clutter has
worked to develop a long-term and for-
ward-thinking strategic vision for the
biological sciences within NSF cov-
ering plant biology, environmental bi-
ology, computational biology, biodiver-
sity research, long-term ecological re-
search, and nonmedical microbiology.
Further, these areas of research have
influenced other scientific research
areas and will continue to influence
the biological sciences for years to
come.
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In my opinion, Dr. Clutter’s most im-
portant achievement has come in the
area of plant genome research. It is
without question that what we now
know and will know about plant ge-
nome research would not have occurred
without Dr. Clutter’s vision, leader-
ship, and hard work. In 1997, I asked
the Office of Science and Technology
Policy, OSTP, to create an interagency
working group to develop a new na-
tional plant genome initiative. OSTP
wisely appointed Dr. Clutter to cochair
the working group and, under her lead-
ership, a plan for the national plant ge-
nome program was born in June 1997.
Under the new National Plant Genome
Initiative, Dr. Clutter brought together
key Government research personnel
from NSF, the Department of Agri-
culture, the National Institutes of
Health, and others to develop and im-
plement the plant genome program.

The plant genome research program
at NSF has grown from an initial $40
million in fiscal year 1999 to $95 million
today and Dr. Clutter has ensured that
every penny has been spent wisely and,
with this investment, the TUnited
States is the world leader in plant ge-
nome research. The plant genome pro-
gram has already yielded tremendous
results that will eventually contribute
to better agricultural products that
will improve human health and nutri-
tion. For example, Dr. Clutter’s leader-
ship has contributed to the completion
of the Multinational Arabidopsis Se-
quencing Project. This project was
completed 3 years ahead of schedule
and produced the first complete se-
quence of a higher organism. This work
has further contributed to the sequenc-
ing work of other plants such as maize,
soybeans, and other economically sig-
nificant crops.

With this research, scientists are now
beginning to understand the basic
mechanisms underlying important
plant traits such as cold tolerance, dis-
ease resistance, and seed development.
Dr. Clutter’s leadership has created a
new scientific foundation on plant bio-
technology that will eventually yield
major breakthroughs in our under-
standing of plants, which will eventu-
ally lead to the development of new ad-
vances in agriculture, energy, and the
environment. I strongly believe that
the impressive research being done
with plant genomics, led by Dr. Clut-
ter, can eventually be a very powerful
tool for addressing hunger in many de-
veloping countries such as those in Af-
rica and Southeast Asia.

While Dr. Clutter’s contributions to
plant biology and genomics are ex-
tremely distinguished and too numer-
ous to list in this tribute, I do want to
emphasize the role she has played in
broadening the participation of women
and minorities in the fields of science.
Countless number of today’s scientists
and our future scientists have been
positively influenced by Dr. Clutter.
She has promoted and emphasized
international research collaboration
between U.S. and foreign scientists and
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provided opportunities for
national research experiences
young scientists.

As the former chairman of the VA-
HUD and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee, my staff and I
have found Dr. Clutter to be an invalu-
able resource and ally in advancing
plant genome research. I especially en-
joyed her professionalism and passion
for science, which never waned or
wavered during the years I worked
with her.

Finally, on a personal level, in addi-
tion to being a leading intellect, she is
warm, engaging, enthusiastic, and has
a high tolerance for the less knowl-
edgeable. Dr. Clutter’s new liberties
are well deserved but her departure
will be a major loss to the NSF and the
Federal Government. She will clearly
be missed by the science community,
and I will definitely miss her in this ca-
pacity, both as a friend and a public
servant. I wish Mary and her family all
the best.e®

inter-
for

———
A TRIBUTE TO CLARENCE WANZER

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize and honor Clar-
ence Wanzer, a resident of Coal Branch
Heights, Charleston, WV, who has de-
voted his life to leadership and service
in his community.

Mr. Wanzer, who will turn 95 on Sep-
tember 4, was born in Charleston, WV.
In 1919, Mr. Wanzer joined Simpson
Church but soon moved to Columbus,
OH to be raised by his grandmother.
Mr. Wanzer did not return to Charles-
ton until the 1930s.

After Mr. Wanzer returned to his
birthplace, he took a job with the U.S.
Postal Service. Later, he purchased a
piece of property in Coal Branch
Heights, a residential community in
Charleston. The community received
its first glimpse of Mr. Wanzer’s per-
sonal determination and conviction
when he began construction on his
home. Without outside help and during
his spare time, Mr. Wanzer hand-dug
the basement and completed construc-
tion on his block house.

Since the 1930s, Mr. Wanzer, working
tirelessly to better his community, has
participated in numerous community
organizations. These activities have
benefited the residents of Charleston
and West Virginia as a whole.

In 1950, Mr. Wangzer’s life forever
changed. He assisted Rev. Ernest
Smith, a local pastor, by polling the
residents of Coal Branch Heights as to
which Christian denomination they
would like to belong. The residents
chose the Methodist faith, and a devel-
oper donated land to the Methodist
Conference for the construction of a
new Methodist church.

Although Mr. Wanzer helped to build
St. Stephens Methodist Church, the
Methodist district superintendent re-
fused him the right to worship within
the building’s walls. At that time, half
of Coal Branch Heights’ population was
Black and the other half was White.
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Mr. Wanzer, an African American, was
not permitted to worship with St. Ste-
phens’ all-White congregation. In re-
sponse to this injustice, Mr. Wanzer
purchased a small parcel of land, and
he courageously constructed a second
building in which all people of color
could worship.

In 1965, the Methodist district super-
intendent invited Coal Branch Heights’
Black families, the same families he
had once turned away, to join the St.
Stephens’ parish. Mr. Wanzer’s family
joined St. Stephens in 1965, and he was
able to enjoy the fruits of his decade-
old labor.

Since 1965, Mr. Wanzer has touched
the lives of those around him by hold-
ing a variety of leadership offices as
well as inspiring other community
members to become activists of the
Christian faith. Today, he continues to
serve his community. He recently, in
his early 90s, undertook the task of
seeking funds to fix a large sinkhole on
Twilight Street.

I thank Mr. Wanzer for his unswerv-
ing loyalty and dedication to his com-
munity. Additionally, I wish him good
health as he continues to serve the peo-
ple of West Virginia. He serves as an
inspiration to all of us as he continues
to rely on his faith to do good works.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Saunders, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FOR THE HOUSE
DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Under authority of the order of the
Senate of January 4, 2005, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on July 28,2005,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 45. An act to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to lift the patient limitation on
prescribing drug addiction treatments by
medical practitioners in group practices, and
for other purposes.

S. 571. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1915 Fulton Street in Brooklyn, New York, as
the ‘‘Congresswoman Shirley A. Chisholm
Post Office Building”’ .

S. 775. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
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123 W. 7Tth Street in Holdenville, Oklahoma,
as the ““Boone Pickens Post Office’.

S. 904. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1560 Union Valley Road in West Milford, New
Jersey, as the ‘“‘Brian P. Parrello Post Office
Building”’.

S. 1395. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Import and Export Act to pro-
vide authority for the Attorney General to
authorize the export of controlled substances
from the United States to another country
for subsequent export from that country to a
second country, if certain conditions and
safeguards are satisfied.

H.R. 3045. An act to implement the Domin-
ican Republic-Central America-United
States Free Trade Agreement.

H.R. 3423. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect
to medical device user fees.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed today, July 29, 2005, by the
President pro tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:45 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Croatt, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 226. Concurrent resolution
providing for a correction to the enrollment
of H.R. 3.

At 10:41 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Chiappardi, one of its reading
clerks, announced that the House has
passed the following bills, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5. An act to improve patient access to
health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system.

H.R. 3512. An act to provide an extension of
administrative expenses for highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit,
and other programs funded out of the High-
way Trust Fund pending enactment of a law
reauthorizing the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century.

At 11:58 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House agrees to
the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendment of the
Senate to the bill H.R. 3 authorizing
funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

———

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

At 2:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following bills and joint resolution:

H.R. 2985. An act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2361. An act making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior, environ-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year
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