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Church, which has an African Amer-
ican congregation. Even though St.
Peter’s is not the same denomination
as the First Christian Church, the
church considers it a sister church.

Since 1830, the First Christian
Church has provided a place of hope,
faith, shelter, and witness for the peo-
ple of West Virginia. I join with them
in celebrating its good works and wish-
ing it all the best as it prepares for an-
other century of service.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DONALD T. BUTLER

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I re-
cently had the opportunity to meet a
wonderful American, Donald Butler,
who served his country ably in Viet-
nam. His story is typical of so many
Americans who have placed their lives
and health at risk for their country.

Donald Butler was drafted 6 months
after graduating from Straughn High
School in Covington County, AL. After
completing basic training and ad-
vanced infantry training, he left for
Vietnam on April 17, 1966.

Having trained as an infantryman, he
was slated to go with the Big Red One,
the first division called to fight in
Vietnam, but at the last minute be-
came a replacement for the 25th Infan-
try Division and later went with the
27th Infantry, Tropic Lightening, Char-
lie Company in CuChi, Vietnam.

CuChi, Vietnam, as the world later
learned, was home to the CuChi tunnel
complex—130 miles of underground pas-
sageways started during the war
against the French and expanded when
the Americans arrived. Built by night
over many years, the tunnels allowed
the Vietcong to become invisible to the
enemy, conceal snipers and move weap-
ons silently. The G.I.’s that fought in
the tunnels were a special breed,
known by their peers as ‘‘Tunnel
Rats.” They were fearless warriors.
Donald Butler was one of them.

At a slight 100 pounds, Donald was
able to do what many of his fellow sol-
diers could not, squeeze through the
tight trap doors and crawl along the
narrow passages of the clay tunnels
with relative ease. Make no mistake,
while his size aided him in his mission,
it was his even temperament and in-
quisitive mind that made him a true
“Tunnel Rat”. It was not uncommon
for him to crawl through narrow, pitch
black tunnels for hours looking for the
enemy.

Over a period of 9 months, Donald
went out on 37 operations, most of
which were search and destroy mis-
sions. He saw his fellow soldiers lose
their limbs and, in many instances,
their lives. He lived through air strikes
and mortar attacks and somehow man-
aged to return from the front lines of
Vietnam without ever sustaining a di-
rect hit. For that, many would say he
was lucky.

Like so many of our veterans, Donald
Butler returned from the war to face
an uncertain future. “When I got off
the plane in Montgomery on April 18,
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1967, I thought I was going to get shot
because we had heard of the protests
back in the U.S.” he later recalled. To
this day he suffers from post traumatic
stress and severe hearing loss. He is an
undecorated hero who should be ap-
plauded and thanked for his service and
I rise to do that today.e

RECOGNIZING DELEGATE ALLEN
L. LOUDERBACK

e Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to recognize one of Vir-
ginia’s most dedicated public servants,
Delegate Allen L. Louderback, who is
retiring after serving three terms in
the Virginia House of Delegates.

Delegate Louderback has been a
strong advocate for lower taxes in Vir-
ginia, serving as the ranking majority
member of the House Finance Com-
mittee, and as the chairman of both
the House Subcommittee on Sales Tax
Exemptions and the Subcommittee on
Tax Preferences. From 2001 to 2003, he
also served on the Joint Subcommittee
to Reform Commonwealth Tax Struc-
ture.

In addition, Delegate Louderback
served on the Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources Committee,
where he chaired the Chesapeake Sub-
committee, and sat on the House Com-
mittee on Militia, Police and Public
Safety. In 2002, he was named Legis-
lator of the Year for the 140-member
Virginia General Assembly by the
Family Foundation. And in 2003, Allen
was awarded the same honor by the
Commissioners of Revenue Associa-
tion. Delegate Louderback is also a
member of the Commonwealth Com-
petition Council, the State Procure-
ment Commission, and the State Water
Commission, where he chairs the Karst
Subcommittee.

Prior to his small business entrepre-
neurship and public service in Luray,
VA, Allen worked in Washington, DC,
as an investigator and manager for the
U.S. General Accounting Office for 18
years. As a manager at GAO, he was
the recipient of the Director’s Award
for his ‘“‘outstanding managerial skills”
in 1979.

Delegate Louderback earned his B.S.
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University. He is a past
president of the Luray Rotary Club and
the Luray Kiwanis Club. His wife,
Nadia, and two sons attend Leaksville
United Church of Christ.

The 15th District, and indeed all of
Virginia, will surely miss the leader-
ship and talents that Delegate Allen
Louderback displayed in the Virginia
General Assembly. I would like to rec-
ognize and thank Allen for his commit-
ment to bettering the Commonwealth
of Virginia. I congratulate him on his
retirement and wish him many more
years of success and happiness.®

——
RECOGNIZING MAYOR RALPH H.
DEAN
e Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am

pleased today to recognize Mayor
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Ralph Dean of Luray, VA, as he cele-
brates his silver anniversary this
month as the town’s highest elected of-
ficial. Since 1980, Mayor Dean has
worked to make the town of Luray a
better place to work and live, and I ap-
plaud him for such dedicated public
service.

For 25 years, Mayor Dean has been a
successful advocate for lower taxes and
business growth in Luray. His policies
have helped to attract industry and in-
vestment, which have in turn created
more jobs for the local citizens. He has
also helped develop recreational oppor-
tunities for his town, such as Lake Ar-
rowhead and Luray Recreational Park.
And, in 2004, Ralph oversaw the beau-
tiful new renovation of Luray Town
Hall. The expansion and revitalization
of Luray under Mayor Dean’s leader-
ship has helped the town become a
more prosperous and enjoyable place to
call home.

The mayor has also built a great
family with his wife Billie. They have a
daughter named Dixie Dean Foltz, and
a grandson mnamed Patrick Foltz.
Mayor Dean is a member of the Luray
Christian Church. He has also been a
member of the Luray Lions Club for
over 30 years and a Boy Scout Leader
for over 20 years. Prior to his tenure as
mayor, Ralph served on the Luray
town council from 1974 until 1980.

Mayor Dean is an effective leader in
Luray because he genuinely enjoys
what he does and cares about the citi-
zens of Luray. I congratulate the
mayor on 25 years of dedication to pub-
lic service in Luray, VA, and wish him
and his family many more years of
happiness and success. Our Common-
wealth is fortunate to have a man of
his character and leadership leading
the way in the town of Luray.e

——
RECOGNIZING COL HENRY
MITNAUL
e Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, Henry

Mitnaul of the U.S. Air Force has
served as the Military Assistant in the
Office of the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Legislative Affairs for the
past 2 years. As the principal military
contact for the Directors of Legislative
Liaison of the Services, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, he played a crit-
ical role in ensuring that all defense-
related legislative issues were ad-
dressed.

During this period, Colonel Mitnaul
dealt with congressional requests for
information and the chief coordinator
for military travel requests. Colonel
Mitnaul’s expertise and experience
with the Department’s Travel Program
certainly made him into an invaluable
asset to Congress, White House staff,
and national security personnel. Dur-
ing his time in office, Colonel Mitnaul
planned and coordinated over 650 con-
gressional and White House travel re-
quests.

I understand that Colonel Mitnaul’s
proficiency in the congressional proc-
ess helped him become an admired and



S9454

respected member of the Military As-
sistant’s office. His nature and profes-
sionalism served him well, as he capa-
bly worked alongside Members of Con-
gress and congressional staffers, execu-
tive branch officials, and those in pri-
vate sector organization. Colonel
Mitnaul’s accomplishments reflect
highly upon himself, the TU.S. Air
Force, and the Office of the Secretary
of Defense.

I am proud that Colonel Henry
Mitnaul is a fellow North Carolinian. I
am grateful for his lengthy and distin-
guished career in public service, as I
am for all who serve.e®

————

TRIBUTE TO DUANE JOHNSON

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I first
met Duane Johnson when he came on
the baseball field at Wilcox County
High School in 1965. We were a small
school. T was a senior in a class of 30
and Duane, a junior, had just moved to
town. Though we had a competitive
team, winning our division of the
Black Belt Conference that year, we
were not particularly talented. While
we knew a good bit about baseball, we
had not grown up as kids do today,
playing well-coached and competitive
baseball from elementary school on up.
Duane, however, impressed us at once
with his skill and knowledge of the
game. I liked the way he handled first
base and he could hit too. More impor-
tantly, he was never showy but played
within himself. We were impressed and
liked him.

That was quite a few years ago and
we have not seen one another since, I
don’t think. So it was with real pleas-
ure that I read that my old teammate,
now the head coach of Patrician Acad-
emy in Butler, Alabama, had just com-
pleted a sterling season with a 25-7
record, winning the AISA State Cham-
pionship. Further, Duane was named
AISA ‘““Coach of the Year’. He has been
the head coach at Patrician for 20
years and has been a part of 6 state
championships as a Saint. This year’s
team produced two All-State players,
Bo Meeks and Brent Bonner, and an
honorable mention, Brandon Mosely.
Quick to give credit to others, Duane
praised assistant coach Jim Archibald
to the Choctaw Sun saying, ‘‘We
couldn’t have done it without him.”
After graduating from Wilcox County
High School in 1966, Duane attended
Livingston University, now the Univer-
sity of West Alabama, where he played
baseball. He is married to the former
Nara Gyles, a Choctaw County native,
and has three children. Typical of so
many of Alabama’s teachers and coach-
es, Duane was a member of the Ala-
bama National Guard and was a vet-
eran of ‘“‘Desert Storm”’. Our country is
deeply indebted those civilians who
serve in the Guard and Reserve and
who are prepared to respond when
called upon. Coaches mean a lot to
young people and I know that the con-
sistent record of success that Duane
has had at Patrician demonstrates his
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ability to positively impact these
young people. All over this country,
coaches give their time and attention
to boys and girls, introducing them to
the thrill of victory and the agony of
defeat. More importantly, they teach
them teamwork. Teamwork is a very
important strength of Americans. We
have the ability to quickly organize
ourselves and function as one whether
in business or combat. Such character
traits are largely developed on the ath-
letic field. Great teamwork comes from
great coaches.

Let me close by giving my sincerest
congratulations to Coach Johnson and
his state championship Saints. They
have had a most memorable season and
they will be able to savor their
achievement for the rest of their lives.®

———

BICENTENNIAL OF THE BIRTH OF
HIRAM POWERS

e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President,
today, July 29, 2005, is the bicentennial
of the birth of Hiram Powers, an Amer-
ican neoclassical sculptor whose works
are admired in museums throughout
this Nation and in this beautiful Cap-
itol. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow
lovers of art and students of history
are gathering in Woodstock, VT, the
town of Hiram Powers birth and his
early years, to celebrate and rediscover
his contributions to American art and
sculpture.

I sincerely wish I could join the
Hiram Powers Celebration Committee
in Woodstock this weekend. However,
to enjoy Hiram Powers work, I only
have to walk a few steps out of this
Chamber. At the foot of the East Stair-
case, just outside the Senate Chamber,
stands a statue of Benjamin Franklin
sculpted by Hiram Powers. That stat-
ue, commissioned by President James
Buchanan in 1859, was delivered to its
present location in 1862. In the cor-
responding location in the House Wing
of the Capitol stands a statue of Thom-
as Jefferson, completed by Hiram Pow-
ers in 1863. Also here in the Capitol, a
bust of Supreme Court Chief Justice
John Marshall by Hiram Powers re-
sides, fittingly, in the Old Supreme
Court Chamber.

The Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum collection includes 70 works by
Hiram Powers. The Corcoran Gallery of
Art and the National Gallery of Art,
both located here in Washington, also
include works by Hiram Powers in
their distinguished collections. In
other U.S. cities—including New York
City, Boston, Cincinnati, and Mil-
waukee, to name a few—museums of
fine arts hold Hiram Powers’ works.

Hiram Powers’ most well-known
sculpture is ‘“The Greek Slave,” first
completed in 1843. One rendition from
1846 sits today at the Corcoran, and a
later rendition from 1873 can be found
at the Smithsonian. To quote a curator
of American Art at the corcoran, ‘‘The
Greek Slave,” the first publicly exhib-
ited, life-size American sculpture de-
picting a fully nude human figure, met
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with unprecedented popular and crit-
ical success. Arguably the most famous
American sculpture ever, the Slave not
only won Powers enormous inter-
national acclaim but also enhanced the
overseas reputation of American art
and culture.” Hiram Powers was an
outspoken abolitionist in the decades
preceding the Civil War. ‘“The Greek
Slave’, which depicts a Greek Chris-
tian woman, captured during the Greek
War of Independence, awaiting her sale
in the slave market, became a symbol
of the savagery of slavery in the United
States. Scholars note that it was the
most widely viewed statue of its time
thanks to its tour of Eastern and Mid-
western States.

Hiram Powers died in 1873, leaving
behind the richest legacy of art of, per-
haps, any American sculptor. I close
today by thanking the Hiram Powers
Celebration Committee. I wish them
success during this weekend’s events to
remember Hiram Powers, his contribu-

tions to American art, and his
Vermont heritage.®
———

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF L. D.
“DICK” OWEN, JR.

e Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a long time
friend and lifelong Alabamian who re-
cently passed away. Mr. L. D. “Dick”
Owen, Jr. died at the age of 86 fol-
lowing a life dedicated to service, fam-
ily, his community and his State.

Dick has led a remarkable life. As a
war hero, he received six Bronze Stars
and an Arrowhead. He served as a U.S.
Paratrooper during World War II in
North Africa and Europe, and in the
Far BEast during the Korean Conflict.
As a public official, he was devoted to
the environment, agriculture and edu-
cation. And as a member of the Bay
Minette community, Dick was a dedi-
cated public servant to his hometown
and served in numerous volunteer posi-
tions throughout his life.

Born in Baldwin County on April 10,
1919, he attended Baldwin County
Schools and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama in 1941. Upon col-
lege graduation, he was commissioned
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army
Reserve and entered Active Duty on
June 27, 1941.

In August 1942, Dick attended Air-
borne School, and after completion of
training at Fort Benning, GA, he was
assigned to the 504th Paratroop Infan-
try Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division
at Ft. Bragg, NC.

He served overseas from May, 1943,
until November, 1945, and it was during
his service in Europe that he received
six Bronze Stars and an Arrowhead for
his participation in the invasions into
Sicily, Naples, Rome (Anzio), Rhine-
land, the Aredenes (Battle of the
Bulge) and Central Europe. He was
awarded the highest Dutch military
decoration, the Militaire Willems
Order, and also the Belgium Citation
Fourogere, while his unit, the 504th, re-
ceived the Distinguished Unit Citation.
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