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to undermine the Nation’s campaign fi-
nance laws as it has been consistently 
doing for the past two decades. 

Opponents of campaign reform like 
to point out that the activities of these 
527s serve as proof that BCRA has 
failed in its stated purpose to elimi-
nate the corrupting influence of soft 
money in our political campaigns. Let 
me be perfectly clear on this. The 527 
issue has nothing to do with BCRA, it 
has everything to do with the 1974 law 
and the failure of the FEC to do its job 
and properly regulate the activities of 
these groups. 

As further evidence of the FEC’s lack 
of capability, let me quote from a cou-
ple of court decisions which highlight 
this agency’s shortcomings. First, in 
its decision upholding the constitu-
tionality of BCRA in McConnell v. 
FEC, the U.S. Supreme Court stated 
that the FEC had ‘‘subverted’’ the law, 
issued regulations that ‘‘permitted 
more than Congress had ever in-
tended,’’ and ‘‘invited widespread cir-
cumvention’’ of FECA’s limits on con-
tributions. Additionally, in September, 
a Federal district court judge threw 
out 15 of the FEC’s regulations imple-
menting BCRA. Among the reasons for 
her actions were that one provision 
‘‘severely undermines FECA’’ and 
would ‘‘foster corruption’’, another 
‘‘runs completely afoul’’ of current 
law, another would ‘‘render the statute 
largely meaningless’’ and, finally, that 
another had ‘‘no rational basis.’’ 

The track record of the FEC is clear 
and, by their continued stonewalling, 
the Commission has proven itself to be 
nothing more than a bureaucratic 
nightmare, and the time has come to 
put an end to its destructive tactics. 
The FEC has had ample, and well docu-
mented, opportunities to address the 
issue of the 527’s illegal activities, and 
each time they have taken a pass, 
choosing instead to delay, postpone, 
and refuse to act. 

Enough is enough. It is time to stop 
wasting taxpayer’s dollars on an agen-
cy that runs roughshod over the will of 
the Congress, the Supreme Court, the 
American people, and the Constitution. 
We’ve fought too long and too hard to 
sit back and allow this worthless agen-
cy to undermine the law. 

So, here is the bottom line: If the 
FEC won’t do its job, and its commis-
sioners have proven time and time 
again that they won’t, then we’ll do it 
for them. The bill Senators FEINGOLD, 
LOTT and I introduce today will put an 
end to the abusive, illegal practices of 
these 527s. 

I urge my colleagues to support swift 
passage of this bill and put an end to 
this problem once and for all. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 34—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDU-
CATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS 
Mr. ENZI submitted the following 

resolution; from the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 34 
Resolved, That, in carrying out its 

powers, duties and functions under the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, in ac-
cordance with its jurisdiction under 
rule XXV of such rules, including hold-
ing hearings, reporting such hearings, 
and making investigations as author-
ized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions is authorized from 
March 1, 2005, through September 30, 
2005; October 1, 2005, through Sep-
tember 30, 2006; and October 1, 2006, 
through February 28, 2007, in its discre-
tion (1) to make expenditures from the 
contingent fund of the Senate, (2) to 
employ personnel, and (3) with the 
prior consent of the Government de-
partment or agency concerned and the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion, to use on a reimbursable or non- 
reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agen-
cy. 

Sec. 2. (a) The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2005, 
through September 30, 2005, under this 
resolution shall not exceed $4,545,576, of 
which amount (1) not to exceed $32,500 
may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946, as 
amended), and (2) not to exceed $25,000 
may be expended for the training of the 
professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 
202(j) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946). 

(b) For the period October 1, 2005, 
through September 30, 2006, expenses of 
the committee under this resolution 
shall not exceed $7,981,411, of which 
amount (1) not to exceed $32,500 may be 
expended for the procurement of the 
services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by 
section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and 
(2) not to exceed $25,000 may be ex-
pended for the training of the profes-
sional staff of such committee (under 
procedures specified by section 202(j) of 
the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 

(c) For the period October 1, 2006, 
through February 28, 2007, expenses of 
the committee under this resolution 
shall not exceed $3,397,620, of which 
amount (1) not to exceed $32,500 may be 
expended for the procurement of the 
services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by 
section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and 
(2) not to exceed $25,000 may be ex-
pended for the training of professional 
staff of such committee (under proce-
dures specified by section 202(j) of the 
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946). 

Sec. 3. The committee shall report its 
findings, together with such rec-

ommendations for legislation as it 
deems advisable, to the Senate at the 
earliest practicable date, but not later 
than February 28, 2006 and February 28, 
2007, respectively. 

Sec. 4. Expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall be paid from 
the contingent fund of the Senate upon 
vouchers approved by the Chairman of 
the committee, except that vouchers 
shall not be required (1) for the dis-
bursement of the salaries of employees 
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the 
payment of telecommunications pro-
vided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper, United States 
Senate, or (3) for the payment of sta-
tionery supplies purchased through the 
Keeper of the Stationery, United 
States Senate, or (4) for payments to 
the Postmaster, United States Senate, 
or (5) for the payment of metered 
charges on copying equipment provided 
by the Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
and Doorkeeper, United States Senate, 
or (6) for the payment of Senate Re-
cording and Photographic Services, or 
(7) for payment of franked and mass 
mail costs by the Sergeant at Arms 
and Doorkeeper, United States Senate. 

Sec. 5. There are authorized such 
sums as may be necessary for agency 
contributions related to the compensa-
tion of employees of the committee 
from March 1, 2005, through September 
30, 2005, October 1, 2005, through Sep-
tember 30, 2006; and October 1, 2006 
through February 28, 2007, to be paid 
from the Appropriations account for 
‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Investiga-
tions’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 35—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS 

Mr. CRAIG submitted the following 
resolution; from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration: 

S. RES. 35 

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers, 
duties, and functions under the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its 
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such 
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is author-
ized from March 1, 2005, through September 
30, 2005; October 1, 2005, through September 
30, 2006; and October 1, 2006, through Feb-
ruary 28, 2007, in its discretion (1) to make 
expenditures from the contingent fund of the 
Senate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with 
the prior consent of the Government depart-
ment or agency concerned and the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration, to use 
on a reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis 
the services of personnel of any such depart-
ment or agency. 

SEC. 2. (a) The expenses of the committee 
for the period March 1, 2005, through Sep-
tember 30, 2005, under this resolution shall 
not exceed $1,394,529, of which amount (1) not 
to exceed $59,000 may be expended for the 
procurement of the services of individual 
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consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and 
(2) not to exceed $5,900 may be expended for 
the training of the professional staff of such 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946). 

(b) For the period October 1, 2005, through 
September 30, 2006, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed 
$2,445,763, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$100,000 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized 
by section 202(I) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not 
to exceed $10,000 may be expended for the 
training of the professional staff of such 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946). 

(c) For the period October 1, 2006, through 
February 28, 2007, expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall not exceed 
$1,040,152, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$42,000 may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $4,200 may be expended for the training 
of the professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 202(j) 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendation for 
legislation as it deems advisable, to the Sen-
ate at the earliest practicable date, but not 
later than February 28, 2006, and February 
28, 2007, respectively. 

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under 
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee, 
except that vouchers shall not be required 
for (1) the disbursement of salaries of em-
ployees paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the 
payment of telecommunications provided by 
the Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the 
payment stationery supplies purchased 
through the Keeper of Stationery, United 
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the 
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for 
the payment of metered charges on copying 
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United 
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or 
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate. 

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as 
may be necessary for agency contributions 
related to the compensation of employees of 
the committee from March 1, 2005, through 
September 30, 2005; October 1, 2005, through 
September 30, 2006; and October 1, 2006, 
through February 28, 2007, to be paid from 
the appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of 
Inquiries and Investigations.’’ 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—RECOGNIZING THE SEC-
OND CENTURY OF BIG BROTH-
ERS BIG SISTERS, AND SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND 
GOALS OF THAT ORGANIZATION 

Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
DODD) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 9 

Whereas the year 2004 marked the 100th an-
niversary of the founding of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters; 

Whereas Congress chartered Big Brothers 
in 1958; 

Whereas Ernest Coulter recognized the 
need for adult role models for the youth he 
saw in court in New York City in 1904 and re-
cruited ‘‘Big Brothers’’ to serve as mentors, 
beginning the Big Brothers movement; 

Whereas Big Brothers Big Sisters is the 
oldest, largest youth mentoring organization 
in the nation, serving over 220,000 children in 
2004 and approximately 2,000,000 since its 
founding 100 years ago; 

Whereas Big Brothers Big Sisters has his-
torically been supported through the gen-
erosity of individuals who have believed in 
the organization’s commitment to matching 
at-risk children with caring, volunteer men-
tors; 

Whereas Big Brothers and Big Sisters have 
given countless hours and forever changed 
the lives of America’s children, contributing 
over 10,500,000 volunteer hours at an esti-
mated value of $190,000,000 in 2004; 

Whereas evidence-based research has 
shown that Big Brothers Big Sisters men-
toring model improves a child’s academic 
performance and relationships with teachers, 
parents, and peers, decreases the likelihood 
of youth violence and drug and alcohol use, 
and raises self-confidence levels; 

Whereas 454 local Big Brothers Big Sisters 
agencies are currently contributing to the 
quality of life of at-risk youth in over 5,000 
communities across the United States; and 

Whereas the future of Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters depends not only on its past impact, but 
also on the future accomplishments of its 
Little Brothers and Little Sisters and the 
continued commitment to its Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the second century of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, supports the mission 
and goals of the organization, and commends 
Big Brothers Big Sisters for its commitment 
to helping children in need reach their po-
tential through professionally supported one 
to one mentoring relationships with measur-
able results; 

(2) asks all Americans to join in marking 
the beginning of Big Brothers Big Sisters’ 
second century and support the organiza-
tion’s next 100 years of service on behalf of 
America’s children; and 

(3) encourages Big Brothers Big Sisters to 
continue to strive towards serving 1,000,000 
children annually. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 2, 2005, at 4 p.m., in 
closed session to receive a briefing on 
training of Iraqi security forces. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
on Wednesday, February 2, 2005, at 10 
a.m. on the U.S. Tsunami Warning Sys-

tem and S. 50, Tsunami Preparedness 
Act of 2005. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, February 2, 2005 at 9:15 
a.m., to conduct a legislative hearing 
on S. 131, ‘‘The Clear Skies Act of 
2005’’. 

The hearing will be held in SD 406. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2005 at 10 a.m., to hear tes-
timony on the Long Term Outlook for 
Social Security. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet in 
executive session for its organizational 
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, February 2, 2005 at 
10 a.m., in SD–430. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, February 2, 2005 at 
10 a.m., to consider the nomination of 
Michael Chertoff to be Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet to conduct a hearing on 
Wednesday, February 2, 2005 at 9:30 
a.m., on ‘‘Asbestos: The Mixed Dust 
and FELA Issues.’’ The hearing will 
take place in the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building Room 226. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING SENATE COM-
MITTEE TO ESCORT THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
INTO THE HOUSE CHAMBER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Presiding Officer of 
the Senate be authorized to appoint a 
committee on the part of the Senate to 
join with a like committee on the part 
of the House of Representatives to es-
cort the President of the United States 
into the House Chamber for the joint 
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