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England’s longest river,
River;

(2) the River provides outstanding fish and
wildlife habitat, recreation, and hydropower
generation for the New England region;

(3) the upper Connecticut River watershed
has been recognized by Congress as part of
the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wild-
life Refuge, established by the Silvio O.
Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge Act
(16 U.S.C. 668dd note; Public Law 102-212);

(4) the demonstrated interest in steward-
ship of the River by the citizens living in the
watershed led to the Presidential designa-
tion of the River as 1 of 14 American Herit-
age Rivers on July 30, 1998;

(5) the River is home to the bistate Con-
necticut River Scenic Byway, which will fos-
ter heritage tourism in the region;

(6) each of the legislatures of the States of
Vermont and New Hampshire has established
a commission for the Connecticut River wa-
tershed, and the 2 commissions, known col-
lectively as the ‘‘Connecticut River Joint
Commissions”—

(A) have worked together since 1989; and

(B) serve as the focal point for cooperation
between Federal agencies, States, commu-
nities, and citizens;

(7) in 1997, as directed by the legislatures,
the Connecticut River Joint Commissions,
with the substantial involvement of 5 bistate
local river subcommittees appointed to rep-
resent riverfront towns, produced the 6-vol-
ume Connecticut River Corridor Manage-
ment Plan, to be used as a blueprint in edu-
cating agencies, communities, and the public
in how to be good neighbors to a great river;

(8) this year, by Joint Legislative Resolu-
tion, the legislatures have requested that
Congress provide for continuation of cooper-
ative partnerships and support for the Con-
necticut River Joint Commissions from the
New England Federal Partners for Natural
Resources, a consortium of Federal agencies,
in carrying out recommendations of the Con-
necticut River Corridor Management Plan;

(9) this Act effectuates certain rec-
ommendations of the Connecticut River Cor-
ridor Management Plan that are most appro-
priately directed by the States through the
Connecticut River Joint Commissions, with
assistance from the National Park Service
and United States Fish and Wildlife Service;
and

(10) where implementation of those rec-
ommendations involves partnership with
local communities and organizations, sup-
port for the partnership should be provided
by the Secretary.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
authorize the Secretary to provide to the
States of New Hampshire and Vermont (in-
cluding communities in those States),
through the Connecticut River Joint Com-
missions, technical and financial assistance
for management of the River.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means—

(A) the State of New Hampshire; or

(B) the State of Vermont.

SEC. 4. CONNECTICUT RIVER GRANTS AND TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a Connecticut River Grants and
Technical Assistance Program to provide
grants and technical assistance to State and
local governments, nonprofit organizations,
and the private sector to carry out projects
for the conservation, restoration, and inter-
pretation of historic, cultural, recreational,
and natural resources in the Connecticut
River watershed.

(b) CRITERIA.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Connecticut River Joint Com-
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missions, shall develop criteria for deter-
mining the eligibility of applicants for, and
reviewing and prioritizing applications for,
grants or technical assistance under the pro-
gram.

(c) COST-SHARING.—

(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the cost of carrying out a grant project
under subsection (a) shall not exceed 75 per-
cent.

(2) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-Federal
share of the cost of a project may be pro-
vided in the form of in-kind contributions of
services or materials.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $1,000,000 for each fiscal
yvear for each of fiscal years 2006 through
2015.

———

BUFFALO SOLDIERS
COMMEMORATION ACT OF 2005

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 205) to authorize the American
Battle Monuments Commission to es-
tablish in the State of Louisiana a me-
morial to honor the Buffalo Soldiers,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, with an amendment, as fol-
lows:

[Strike the part shown in black
brackets and insert the part shown in
italic]

S. 205

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Buffalo Sol-
diers [commemoration] Commemoration Act
of 2005”’.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS
MEMORIAL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The American Battle
Monuments Commission is authorized to es-
tablish a memorial to honor the Buffalo Sol-
diers in or around the City of New Orleans on
land donated for such purpose or on Federal
land with the consent of the appropriate land
manager.

(b) CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Commission shall
solicit and accept contributions for the con-
struction and maintenance of the memorial.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Com-
mission may enter into a cooperative agree-
ment with a private or public entity for the
purpose of fundraising for the construction
and maintenance of the memorial.

(d) MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT.—Prior to be-
ginning construction of the memorial, the
Commission shall enter into an agreement
with an appropriate public or private entity
to provide for the permanent maintenance of
the memorial and shall have sufficient funds,
or assurance that it will receive sufficient
funds, to complete the memorial.

SEC. 3. BUFFALO SOLDIERS MEMORIAL AC-
COUNT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
maintain an escrow account (‘‘account’) to
pay expenses incurred in constructing the
memorial.

(b) DEPOSITS INTO THE ACCOUNT.—The Com-
mission shall deposit into the account any
principal and interest by the United States
that the Chairman determines has a suitable
maturity.

(c) USE OF ACCOUNT.—Amounts in the ac-
count, including proceeds of any invest-
ments, may be used to pay expenses incurred
in establishing the memorial. After con-
struction of the memorial amounts in the ac-
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count shall be transferred by the Commis-
sion to the entity providing for permanent
maintenance of the memorial under such
terms and conditions as the Commission de-
termines will ensure the proper use and ac-
counting of the amounts.
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act.

The committee
agreed to.

The bill (S. 205), as amended, was
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows:

amendment was

S. 205

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Buffalo Sol-
diers Commemoration Act of 2005".

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS
MEMORIAL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The American Battle
Monuments Commission is authorized to es-
tablish a memorial to honor the Buffalo Sol-
diers in or around the City of New Orleans on
land donated for such purpose or on Federal
land with the consent of the appropriate land
manager.

(b) CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Commission shall
solicit and accept contributions for the con-
struction and maintenance of the memorial.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Com-
mission may enter into a cooperative agree-
ment with a private or public entity for the
purpose of fundraising for the construction
and maintenance of the memorial.

(d) MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT.—Prior to be-
ginning construction of the memorial, the
Commission shall enter into an agreement
with an appropriate public or private entity
to provide for the permanent maintenance of
the memorial and shall have sufficient funds,
or assurance that it will receive sufficient
funds, to complete the memorial.

SEC. 3. BUFFALO SOLDIERS MEMORIAL
COUNT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
maintain an escrow account (‘‘account’) to
pay expenses incurred in constructing the
memorial.

(b) DEPOSITS INTO THE ACCOUNT.—The Com-
mission shall deposit into the account any
principal and interest by the United States
that the Chairman determines has a suitable
maturity.

(c) USE OF ACCOUNT.—Amounts in the ac-
count, including proceeds of any invest-
ments, may be used to pay expenses incurred
in establishing the memorial. After con-
struction of the memorial amounts in the ac-
count shall be transferred by the Commis-
sion to the entity providing for permanent
maintenance of the memorial under such
terms and conditions as the Commission de-
termines will ensure the proper use and ac-
counting of the amounts.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act.

AC-

———

JEAN LAFITTE NATIONAL HISTOR-
ICALL PARK AND PRESERVE
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT ACT
OF 2005

The bill (S. 207) to adjust the bound-
ary of the Barataria Preserve Unit of
the Jean Lafitte National Historical
Park and Preserve in the State of Lou-
isiana, and for other purposes, was read
the third time and passed, as follows:
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S. 207

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park and Preserve
Boundary Adjustment Act of 2005’

SEC. 2. JEAN LAFITTE NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK AND PRESERVE BOUNDARY
ADJUSTMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 901 of the Na-
tional Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 230) is amended in the second sentence
by striking ‘‘twenty thousand acres gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled
‘Barataria Marsh Unit-Jean Lafitte National
Historical Park and Preserve’ numbered
90,000B and dated April 1978,” and inserting
¢‘23,000 acres generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘Boundary Map, Barataria Preserve
Unit, Jean Lafitte National Historical Park
and Preserve’, numbered 467/80100, and dated
August 2002,”.

(b) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—Section 902 of
the National Parks and Recreation Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 230a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(a) Within the’” and all
that follows through the first sentence and
inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) BARATARIA PRESERVE UNIT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire any land, water, and interests in land
and water within the boundary of the
Barataria Preserve Unit, as depicted on the
map described in section 901, by donation,
purchase with donated or appropriated funds,
transfer from any other Federal agency, or
exchange.

“(B) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the areas
on the map identified as ‘Bayou aux Carpes
Addition’ and ‘CIT Tract Addition’—

“(I) any Federal land acquired in the areas
shall be transferred without consideration to
the administrative jurisdiction of the Na-
tional Park Service; and

‘“(IT) any private land in the areas may be
acquired by the Secretary only with the con-
sent of the owner of the land.

‘“(ii) EASEMENTS.—Any Federal land in the
area identified on the map as ‘CIT Tract Ad-
dition’ that is transferred under clause (i)(I)
shall be subject to any easements that have
been agreed to by the Secretary and the Sec-
retary of the Army.”;

(B) in the second sentence, by striking
“The Secretary may also’ and inserting the
following:

‘(2) FRENCH QUARTER.—The
may’’;

(C) in the third sentence, by striking
“Lands, waters, and interests therein’ and
inserting the following:

“(3) ACQUISITION OF STATE LAND.—Land,
water, and interests in land and water’’; and

(D) in the fourth sentence, by striking ‘“‘In
acquiring’ and inserting the following:

¢“(4) ACQUISITION OF OIL AND GAS RIGHTS.—In
acquiring”’;

(2) by striking subsections (b) through (f)
and inserting the following:

‘“‘(b) RESOURCE PROTECTION.—With respect
to the land, water, and interests in land and
water of the Barataria Preserve Unit, the
Secretary shall preserve and protect—

‘(1) fresh water drainage patterns;

‘“(2) vegetative cover;

‘“(3) the integrity of ecological and biologi-
cal systems; and

‘(4) water and air quality.’’; and

(3) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (c).

(¢) HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING.—Sec-
tion 905 of the National Parks and Recre-
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ation Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 230d) is amended
in the first sentence by striking ‘“‘within the
core area and on those lands acquired by the
Secretary pursuant to section 902(c) of this
title, he’”’ and inserting ‘‘the Secretary’’.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 906 of the Na-
tional Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 230e) is amended—

(1) by striking the first sentence; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking
“Pending such establishment and thereafter
the’’ and inserting ‘““The’’.

SEC. 3. REFERENCES IN LAW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AnNny reference in a law
(including regulations), map, document,
paper, or other record of the United States—

(1) to the Barataria Marsh Unit shall be
considered to be a reference to the Barataria
Preserve Unit; or

(2) to the Jean Lafitte National Historical
Park shall be considered to be a reference to
the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park
and Preserve.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Title IX of
the National Parks and Recreation Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 230 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Barataria Marsh Unit”
each place it appears and inserting
‘“‘Barataria Preserve Unit”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘Jean Lafitte National His-
torical Park’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Jean Lafitte National Historical
Park and Preserve’.

————

NATIONAL HERITAGE
PARTNERSHIP ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 243) to establish a program and
criteria for National Heritage Areas in
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 243

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘National Heritage Partnership Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Definitions.

Sec. 3. National Heritage Areas program.

Sec. 4. Studies.

Sec. 5. Management plans.

Sec. 6. Local coordinating entities.

Sec. 7. Relationship to other Federal agen-
cies.

Sec. 8. Private property and regulatory pro-
tections.

Sec. 9. Authorization of appropriations.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
‘‘local coordinating entity’’ means the entity
designated by Congress—

(A) to develop, in partnership with others,
the management plan for a National Herit-
age Area; and

(B) to act as a catalyst for the implemen-
tation of projects and programs among di-
verse partners in the National Heritage
Area.

(2) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘man-
agement plan’ means the plan prepared by
the local coordinating entity for a National
Heritage Area designated by Congress that
specifies actions, policies, strategies, per-
formance goals, and recommendations to
meet the goals of the National Heritage
Area, in accordance with section 5.

(3) NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.—The term
‘“‘National Heritage Area’ means an area
designated by Congress that is nationally

S9029

important to the heritage of the United
States and meets the criteria established
under section 4(a).

(4) NATIONAL IMPORTANCE.—The term ‘‘na-
tional importance’ means possession of—

(A) unique natural, historical, cultural,
educational, scenic, or recreational re-
sources of exceptional value or quality; and

(B) a high degree of integrity of location,
setting, or association in illustrating or in-
terpreting the heritage of the United States.

(5) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the National Heritage Areas program estab-
lished under section 3(a).

(6) PROPOSED NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.—
The term ‘‘proposed National Heritage Area’
means an area under study by the Secretary
or other parties for potential designation by
Congress as a National Heritage Area.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(8) STUDY.—The term ‘study’” means a
study conducted by the Secretary, or con-
ducted by 1 or more other interested parties
and reviewed by the Secretary, in accordance
with the criteria and processes established
under section 4, to determine whether an
area meets the criteria to be designated as a
National Heritage Area by Congress.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a National Heritage Areas program
under which the Secretary shall provide
technical and financial assistance to local
coordinating entities to support the estab-
lishment of National Heritage Areas.

(b) DUTIES.—Under the program, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1)(A) conduct studies, as directed by Con-
gress, to assess the suitability and feasibility
of designating proposed National Heritage
Areas; or

(B) review and comment on studies under-
taken by other parties to make such assess-
ment;

(2) provide technical assistance, on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis (as deter-
mined by the Secretary), for the develop-
ment and implementation of management
plans for designated National Heritage
Areas;

(3) enter into cooperative agreements with
interested parties to carry out this Act;

(4) provide information, promote under-
standing, and encourage research on Na-
tional Heritage Areas in partnership with
local coordinating entities;

(5) provide national oversight, analysis, co-
ordination, and technical assistance and sup-
port to ensure consistency and account-
ability under the program; and

(6) submit annually to the Committee on
Resources of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate a report describing
the allocation and expenditure of funds for
activities conducted with respect to National
Heritage Areas under this Act.

SEC. 4. STUDIES.

(a) CRITERIA.—In conducting or reviewing a
study, the Secretary shall apply the fol-
lowing criteria to determine the suitability
and feasibility of designating a proposed Na-
tional Heritage Area:

(1) An area—

(A) has an assemblage of natural, historic,
cultural, educational, scenic, or recreational
resources that together are nationally im-
portant to the heritage of the United States;

(B) represents distinctive aspects of the
heritage of the United States worthy of rec-
ognition, conservation, interpretation, and
continuing use;

(C) is best managed as such an assemblage
through partnerships among public and pri-
vate entities at the local or regional level;
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