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accountability. We need to decrease 
the risk to our troops and strengthen 
our chances for success. Our troops de-
serve better than they are getting. 
They deserve leadership that is equal 
to their sacrifice. 

f 

BONE MARROW AND CORD BLOOD 
THERAPY AND RESEARCH ACT 
OF 2005 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to strongly support The Bone 
Marrow and Cord Blood Therapy and 
Research Act of 2005. I introduced this 
legislation with Senators HATCH, DODD, 
ENSIGN, and REED yesterday and I ap-
preciate their interest in this impor-
tant legislation. 

The Bone Marrow and Cord Blood 
Therapy and Research Act will help 
provide adult stem cell transplant ma-
terial for those patients who need 
them, and also provide adult stem cells 
for scientific research. 

The House has passed similar legisla-
tion and we need to act in a timely 
matter on this bill. The legislation 
that we introduced yesterday also re-
authorizes the National Marrow Donor 
Program, an important program help-
ing to provide adult bone marrow to 
sick individuals. Unfortunately, thou-
sands of Americans have died because 
there was not an appropriate donor of 
bone marrow. However, umbilical cord 
blood may provide an alternative to 
bone marrow transplantation. Ulti-
mately, given the current limitations 
of bone marrow transplantation, cord 
blood could become a more widespread 
lifesaving therapy. 

I am proud of the valuable work and 
research taking place in North Caro-
lina. In particular, Dr. Joanne 
Kurtzberg of Duke University, the di-
rector of the Pediatric Blood and Mar-
row Transplant Program, is leading the 
fight on monumental diseases such as 
diabetes and Alzheimer’s. Dr. 
Kurtzberg and her team are pioneers in 
the field, having already performed 
more than 600 cord blood transplants 
with unrelated donors more than any-
one else in the world. 

Cord blood transplantation has al-
ready been used to treat a number of 
diseases including leukemia, 
lymphoma, and sickle cell anemia. The 
legislation we introduced yesterday 
will establish an inventory of 150,000 
new cord blood stem cell units that re-
flects the diversity of the people of the 
United States. The goal of this legisla-
tion is to create a network so that 95 
percent of Americans who need a trans-
plant will be able to receive an appro-
priately matched transplant. Calling 
transplants the ‘‘ultimate in recy-
cling,’’ Dr. Kurtzberg believes, as I do, 
that cord blood has the potential to 
save the lives of countless patients na-
tionwide. 

The Bone Marrow and Cord Blood 
Therapy and Research Act establishes 
a network of qualified cord blood banks 
to collect, test, and preserve cord blood 
stem cells. Additionally, this legisla-

tion will help match donors and recipi-
ents. I am hopeful that this legislation 
will provide facilities like the Caro-
linas Cord Blood Bank at Duke with 
the ability to save thousands of lives as 
the number of bone marrow donors and 
cord blood units increases. 

The Senate needs to move forward on 
this legislation so that the Federal 
Government can help provide the infra-
structure allowing these therapies to 
be extensively used. I stand ready to 
work with my colleagues so that we 
can enact this legislation quickly. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST NICK IDALSKI 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with a heavy heart and deep 
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a 
brave young man from Crown Point. 
Nick Idalski 23 years old, died on June 
21 during combat operations west of 
Baghdad near Ramadi. With his entire 
life before him, Nick risked everything 
to fight for the values Americans hold 
close to our hearts, in a land halfway 
around the world. 

A 2001 graduate from Crown Point 
High School, Nick was killed in combat 
just 1 month before he was scheduled 
to return home. He had been in the 
Army for less than 2 years, first being 
sent to South Korea for a short time 
before his deployment to Iraq. His fam-
ily recounted to a local newspaper 
Nick’s passion for being a soldier and 
helping other people, saying that he 
died doing something he truly loved. 
They shared their memories of how 
selfless, jolly, and determined Nick 
was, and their pride in him when he de-
cided to join the Army. I stand here 
today to express the same feelings of 
pride and gratitude for this young Hoo-
sier’s sacrifices and those made by his 
family on behalf of our country. 

Nick was killed while serving his 
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He was a member of the Army’s 2nd In-
fantry Division, and had been stationed 
in Ramadi since August. This brave 
young soldier leaves behind his mother 
and stepfather, Kim and Richard 
Greenberg; his father, Tony Idalski; his 
two brothers, Steve and Nathan 
Idalski; his stepbrother, Kevin Green-
berg; two stepsisters; and his longtime 
girlfriend, Lisa Wheeler. 

Today, I join Nick’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. While 
we struggle to bear our sorrow over 
this loss, we can also take pride in the 
example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Nick, a memory that will burn 
brightly during these continuing days 
of conflict and grief. 

Nick was known for his dedication to 
his family and his love of country. 
Today and always, Nick will be remem-
bered by family members, friends and 
fellow Hoosiers as a true American 
hero and we honor the sacrifice he 
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try. 

As I search for words to do justice in 
honoring Nick’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks 
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: 

We cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, 
we cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled here, 
have consecrated it, far above our poor 
power to add or detract. The world will little 
note nor long remember what we say here, 
but it can never forget what they did here. 

This statement is just as true today 
as it was nearly 150 years ago, as I am 
certain that the impact of Nick’s ac-
tions will live on far longer than any 
record of these words. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Nick Idalski in the official Record of 
the U.S. Senate for his service to this 
country and for his profound commit-
ment to freedom, democracy and peace. 
When I think about this just cause in 
which we are engaged, and the unfortu-
nate pain that comes with the loss of 
our heroes, I hope that families like 
Nick’s can find comfort in the words of 
the prophet Isaiah who said, ‘‘He will 
swallow up death in victory; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off 
all faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Nick. 
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NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 
PROGRAM 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, from 
June 12–16, 2005, students from the 
great State of Illinois were invited to 
Washington, DC, by the National His-
tory Day Program to present original 
history projects. This scholarly group 
of students used their critical thinking 
and research skills to create exhibits, 
documentaries, and performances on 
the theme, ‘‘Communication in His-
tory: The Key to Understanding.’’ 

Congratulations to the national 
qualifiers and finalists from Illinois: 
Audrey Auyeung, Zoe Netter, Charlotte 
Cook, Eric Jacobson, David Gainski, 
Lucy Honold, Chelsea Farmer, Brandon 
Jakub, Kyle Schoenfelt, Dakota Smith, 
Erich Grundman, Charlie Curran, Jona-
than Taub, Alicia Patten, Peter 
Contos, Honghe Li, Sebastian 
Prokuski, Laura Muller-Soppart, 
Tomas Manghi, Elizabeth May, Aruj 
Chaudhry, Kyle Johnson, Kathryn 
Evans, Laura Guzman, Rebecca 
Strauss, Andriy Matyukha, Sean Galla-
gher, Brendon Gallagher, Dan 
Burasinsanga, Gian Santos, Mary 
Kowalkowski, Ellie Terrell, Lauren 
Brown, Nadine Ibrahim, Annika 
Kolasa, Courtney Kolbe, Marissa 
Suchyta, David Bailey, Joseph Tepper, 
Tamara Vaughn, Stephanie Ebbs, Lena 
Walker, Maria Carvell, Robby 
Krajewski, Allyson Schroeder, Eliza-
beth Hamman, Emily Dennis, Lisa 
Furby, Katie Damron, Andrea 
Martinelli, Cristen Sawicki, Kelsey 
McMahon, Amelia Wallace, Allison 
Nichols, Sarah Siegel, Eliseo Martinez, 
and Jessica Drachenberg. 
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Special congratulations to Marrissa 

Suchyta, the second place winner in 
the junior individual documentary cat-
egory, and Aruj Chaudhry, the third 
place winner in the senior individual 
paper category. 

Finally, dedicated Illinois teachers 
worked throughout the academic year 
with these students so that they could 
be successful in competing with over 
500,000 students nationwide. 

Congratulations to their teachers: 
Angie Carr, Balazs Dibuz, Mario Gar-
cia, Melissa Craig, Ron Solberg, 
Carlton Oquendo, Betsy Brown, Patri-
cia Grunde, Ann Patricia Duffy, Leslie 
Contos, David Barber, Sherri Massa, 
Chris Salituro, Aggie Nowak, Cathy 
Bednar, Peggy Hall-Heineman, Patricia 
Grimmer, Sandra Koehler, Janet 
Kelsey, Chris DeMato, Barry Bradford, 
Claire Finn, Therese Hawkins, Sandra 
Koehler, and Claire Finn. 

I commend these students on their 
achievements and encourage them to 
continue their pursuit of academic ex-
cellence. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MAYOR-ELECT ANTONIO 
VILLARAIGOSA 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
rise to salute a wonderful and historic 
event that is about to take place in my 
home State. On Friday, July 1, 2005, 
Antonio Villaraigosa will be sworn in 
as mayor of the great city of Los Ange-
les, CA. 

With nearly 4 million residents, Los 
Angeles is a huge and dynamic city, 
and running it well will be a huge chal-
lenge. But Antonio Villaraigosa is 
ready, willing, and able to do the job. 

I believe that Mayor Villaraigosa has 
the intelligence, talent, energy, cour-
age, compassion, imagination, and ex-
perience needed to unite Los Angeles 
and move it forward to new greatness. 

Antonio has shown this ability 
throughout his career as a labor leader, 
civic leader, and elected official. He 
has worked with Democrats and Repub-
licans from all backgrounds and all 
parts of California to improve edu-
cation, protect the rights of working 
families, expand health care coverage, 
and make our communities safer, bet-
ter places to live. 

Time and again, he has demonstrated 
the leadership skills that will help him 
make Los Angeles one of the world’s 
great cities of the 21st century. 

Antonio Villaraigosa has already 
made history by becoming the first 
Latino mayor of Los Angeles since 
1872, but he has set his sights even 
higher. He hopes to make history by 
making Los Angeles work for all its 
residents, and I will do all I can to help 
him.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. PHYLLIS 
LEVENSTEIN 

∑ Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, on 
May 28, New York and our Nation lost 

one of its finest child advocates, 
innovators, and clinicians. Dr. Phyllis 
Levenstein, longtime Wantagh, NY, 
resident and founder of The Parent- 
Child Home Program, an international 
early literacy, school readiness pro-
gram, passed away shortly after re-
turning to Long Island to celebrate the 
program’s 40th anniversary. 

She was born Phyllis Aronson in Bos-
ton and grew up in Detroit. After grad-
uating from Wayne State University in 
1937, she taught in Detroit before com-
ing to New York, where she earned a 
master’s degree in social work in 1944 
and a doctorate from Columbia Univer-
sity in 1969. She met her husband, Sid-
ney Levenstein while working as a so-
cial worker in Manhattan during World 
War II. They married in 1946 and moved 
to Wantagh in 1957. Sidney, an Adelphi 
University Professor, who died in 1974, 
helped Phyllis develop The Parent- 
Child Home Program model. 

In 1965, she identified parent-child 
interaction as the key to the develop-
ment of early language skills and 
working with her husband, a statisti-
cian, created a pioneering model pro-
gram. The Parent-Child Home Pro-
gram, which Dr. Levenstein first pi-
loted in Freeport, NY, in 1965, is a 
home-visiting program for families 
with 2- and 3-year-olds challenged by 
poverty and low levels of education. 
The program encourages parent-child 
verbal interaction through talking, 
reading, and playing and helps families 
create a language-rich environment in 
their homes. Longitudinal research 
shows that children who complete the 
2-year program enter school ready to 
learn and graduate high school at the 
same rate as middle-income students. 
The program that began serving just 5 
Long Island families in 1965 will reach 
5,000 disadvantaged families across the 
country this year. 

Dr. Levenstein’s genius was in seeing 
the critical importance of parents en-
gaging in continual verbal interaction 
with their young children through 
talking, reading, playing, and asking 
questions. 

Over the years, she conducted and 
published significant research on the 
program’s design and outcomes. The 88- 
year-old clinical psychologist was 
working on an expanded edition of her 
1988 book about parent-child verbal 
interaction, ‘‘Messages from Home,’’ 
when she passed away. A practicing 
clinical psychologist, Dr. Levenstein 
was in private practice in Wantagh for 
44 years and continued to see patients 
up until her death. She also was affili-
ated with Stony Brook University and 
a number of Long Island mental health 
and child guidance centers. 

Dr. Levenstein was a fellow of the 
American Orthopsychiatric Associa-
tion and the American Psychological 
Association and a member of the Amer-
ican Educational Research Association 
and the Nassau County and New York 
State psychological associations. 

Her children describe her as a person 
who derived true joy from helping peo-

ple and say that her soft touch was 
well-matched by her scientific tough- 
mindedness. Her principled humanism 
led as well to a lifelong impassioned 
advocacy of peace and social justice. 
Her colleagues will remember her great 
intelligence, intensity, and wisdom, 
coupled with integrity, warmth, and 
humility.∑ 
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McCROSSAN BOYS RANCH 
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that I rise today to 
congratulate the McCrossan Boys 
Ranch of Sioux Falls, SD, as it cele-
brates 50 years of outstanding service 
on June 29, 2005. 

Established by Melinda Bell 
McCrossan, as the result of trust she 
created in honor of her late husband, 
the McCrossan Boys Ranch is a private, 
not-for-profit organization ‘‘dedicated 
to providing a place for boys to grow 
into men.’’ Since its inception, Mrs. 
McCrossan determined that the ranch 
would be ‘‘a home where boys find a 
new hope for a better life.’’ 

In 1953, money from the trust was 
used to purchase four hospital build-
ings from the Sioux Falls Air Force 
Base that had been used during World 
War II. The buildings were transported 
8 miles northwest of Sioux Falls, to the 
current location of the McCrossan 
Ranch. In 1955, the McCrossan Boys 
Ranch came to fruition as a working 
horse and sheep ranch designed to help 
boys between the ages of 10 and 18 han-
dle the conflict in their lives and suc-
cessfully live up their own potential. 

Education has always been one of the 
ranch’s top priorities, as the organiza-
tion stresses formal education, which 
includes academic and vocational in-
struction, as well as productive work 
and life skills. Prior to 1978, all resi-
dents on the ranch attended local pub-
lic schools. However, now that the 
ranch operates its own on-campus ap-
proved special education program 
through a partnership with East Da-
kota Educational Cooperative, 85 per-
cent of all residents attend the ranch’s 
school. The other 15 percent attend 
local public schools, as reintegration 
into the public school system is the 
ranch’s ultimate goal for all the boys. 

Although residents are there for a 
myriad of reasons, the McCrossan Boys 
Ranch makes certain to provide each 
student with ample individual atten-
tion, in addition to the required weekly 
group goals sessions. Anger manage-
ment, corrective thinking, victim em-
pathy and various other issues are also 
addressed through these workshops. 

In early 2004, McCrossan Boys Ranch 
received national accreditation from 
the American Corrections Association, 
with a 99.6 percent rating. This honor 
makes the ranch one of only three cor-
rectional facilities in all of South Da-
kota to hold this prestigious accredita-
tion. In fact, only 1,500 correctional or-
ganizations throughout the Nation 
maintain this accreditation. 
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