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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 1, 2005, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 1 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

How great You are, O God, and how
much we should praise You. Your
greatness is beyond discovery. Each
day, we meditate on Your unfailing
love, for Your right hand is filled with
victory. You guide us throughout the
days of our lives, for Your salvation is
near to those who honor You. Forgive
us when we have sought fulfillment in
the idols of our world. Help us to trust
only in You, our helper and shield.

Today, strengthen our lawmakers in
their work. Help them to faithfully fol-
low Your wisdom. May they strive to
help the fallen and to lift those bent
beneath the loads of life. Bless the
Iraqi people as they accept the chal-
lenges of freedom. Be with our military
and protect all who defend our free-
doms. We pray in Your Holy Name.
Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

Senate

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2005

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today we
are in a period for morning business
with Senators permitted to speak and
introduce legislation. We are hoping to
confirm the nomination of Samuel
Bodman to be Secretary of Energy. We
expect that nomination to require lit-
tle or no debate and a rollcall vote is
not anticipated. Therefore, we do not
expect any rollcall votes today.

In addition to the Bodman nomina-
tion, this week we expect to consider
the nomination of Alberto Gonzales to
be Attorney General of the United
States. I have been discussing with the
Democratic leader the prospects for an
agreement for debate and a vote on the
Gonzales nomination. I understand
Members wish to talk on that nomina-
tion, but at some point I hope we can
reach an agreement as to a reasonable
period for debate and a time certain to
vote.

I will continue to discuss this matter
with the Democratic leader, and I hope
to lock in a consent agreement at the
earliest time. We have talked about it
this morning and we will be talking
about it over the course of the day and
tomorrow.

The Homeland Security Secretary
designate, Mr. Chertoff, is also ex-
pected to be reported by committee
later this week. Following that, as
soon as possible we would like to con-
sider this nomination as well.

As a reminder to our colleagues, the
President will deliver the State of the
Union Address on Wednesday evening.
Senators are asked to begin gathering
in the Senate Chamber at 8:30 on
Wednesday so we can proceed promptly

at 8:40 to the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives for the 9 p.m. address.

I do want to thank everyone for their
attention and will have further updates
on the schedule at the close today.

———————

HISTORIC DAY IN IRAQ

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, very brief-
ly I will comment on what has been a
very historic occasion in Iraq, some-
thing that has been symbolized on tele-
vision and by pictures so vividly by the
image of that blue ink-stained index
finger which is being held up in tri-
umph. Two days ago, people did not
even think of that image and today it
symbolizes freedom and liberty, those
basic elements of democracy that we
all cherish.

Yesterday, the Iraqi people, 8 million
strong, went to the polls to participate
in the first free Iraqi election in dec-
ades. We were in Iraq 3 weeks ago, and
before we went to Iraq even at that
time people were saying there is no
way these elections are going to be suc-
cessful, nobody is going to show up for
these elections, and to jump 3 weeks
ahead to today and yesterday and to
see those ink-stained fingers in the air
and the fact that approximately 8 mil-
lion voted is truly spectacular. I think
all of us should feel real pride for the
courageous men and women who risked
their lives for freedom. Those pictures
on the news really captured it.

The people who voted came by foot,
bus, van. They were old and they were
young. They were men and women. It
was all in defiance of the intimidation
by terrorists, thugs, and assassins. In
spite of the critics and the doubters,
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millions of Iraqis stood in line and cast
their vote. As they came out, we saw
those pictures of those ink-stained
index fingers, the symbol of the power
that is captured in that vote of free-
dom and democracy.

The Iraqi people yesterday showed
their bravery, their boldness, their
courage, and their heart. They showed
the world that Iraqis, like all people,
do yearn to be free. Baghdad’s mayor
was so overcome with emotion that he
told one news agency:

I cannot describe what I am seeing. It is in-
credible. This is a vote for the future, for the
children, for the rule of law, for humanity,
for love.

This morning, and over the course of
yesterday, I received numerous e-
mails, letters, and written communica-
tion. The following letter from an Iraqi
voter describing his elation at partici-
pating in this historic moment for his
country really captures the essence of
what the elections were all about. He
writes:

Allow me on this historical opportunity to
tell you how happy I am, and all those who
I know. It is a great victory for Iraq, the
United States and all freedom-loving people
in the world. This is the event that children
of future generations will read about in his-
tory books with great pride and appreciation
to all who made it happen.

Today a new Iraq was born. This is the
first seed of true democracy and freedom in
our country and indeed the whole Arab
world. Thanks to all who participated in,
contributed to, protected and supported this
historical event.

I also will want to applaud President
Bush and the American people for their
steadfast commitment, support, and
encouragement of freedom in Iraq.
Peace has not come and is not coming
easily. We have suffered tough days
and we all know there will be tough
days ahead. We know the terrorists are
committed to their violent campaign,
but they will not succeed.

As we saw yesterday, Iraq is moving
forward with the heartfelt support of
free peoples all around the world. One
of the people who will be instrumental
in helping Iraq secure its freedom is
our new Secretary of State, Dr.
Condoleezza Rice. Last week, this Sen-
ate voted overwhelmingly to support
her confirmation, and that was a proud
and, indeed, historic moment. We are
all fortunate to have a leader of her
talent and intellect helping Iraq take
each momentous step toward democ-
racy.

It was a meaningful and productive
week, as I look over the last several
days. The Senate also confirmed
former RNC Chairman Jim Nicholson
to lead the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and Michael Leavitt to lead
Health and Human Services. Both are
talented, gifted, and highly qualified
men, and I know we all look forward to
working with them.

Great tasks indeed are before us. We
have much to accomplish, including, as
I mentioned earlier, the confirmation
of Judge Alberto Gonzales.

As we think about the week ahead on
this Monday, it is appropriate to pause
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and take note of yesterday’s historic
achievement for the Iraqi people and
for the cause of democracy. As the
President said in his inaugural address:

The survival of liberty in our land increas-
ingly depends on the success of liberty in
other lands. The best hope for peace in our
world is the expansion of freedom in all the
world.

Yesterday, we did come one step clos-
er to realizing this great vision. Yes-
terday in Iraq we saw that liberty can
light even the darkest corners and in-
spire great acts of bravery. We saw the
proof of our deepest held principle:
That all people do aspire to be free.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak therein for 10 minutes.

The Senator from Mississippi.

————

PROUD OF OUR NEW SECRETARY
OF STATE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I, too, feel
inspired and in fact moved to comment
on the elections in Iraq and also some
other things that I have witnessed dur-
ing the last 2 days. I felt very emo-
tional as I watched Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice yesterday morning,
during one of several interviews on tel-
evision.

Specifically, I am speaking of Chris
Wallace’s interview of our new Sec-
retary of State. It was one of the most
impressive interviews I believe I have
ever seen in my life. This is obviously
a highly talented, qualified, thought-
ful, articulate person who has been
sworn in to be Secretary of State. I
have never seen a more moving inter-
view in my many years in Washington,
in fact over 36 years, than I witnessed
during the interchange between Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice and
Chris Wallace.

Actually, I found myself to the point
of tears as I listened to what she had to
say, and how she said it. I was cap-
tivated by how she responded not only
to the world given the very important
position that she holds in answering
those questions, but also on a personal
basis by representing what is good in
America. This is a lady who came from
Birmingham, AL, an African-Amer-
ican, who grew up at a time when Bir-
mingham was segregated and it was
difficult for her to get the education,
the experience, and the opportunities
that she needed for life.

She persevered, as did her family,
friends, and neighbors, and she has now
risen to one of the most important po-
sitions in the world that anybody could
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have. She will be the face of America
to the leaders of all of the rest of the
world, and it is one that I believe they,
as I, will be impressed with.

I will read one part of what she had
to say in that interview. Interviewer
Chris Wallace noted that he would play
a clip from earlier this week at the
White House when Condoleezza Rice
was sworn in as Secretary of State and
she referred to her relatives from Ala-
bama who were there in the audience,
and he asked his viewers to take a
look. Secretary Rice said:

They represent generations of Rices and
Rays who believed that a day like this might
somehow be possible.

And then Wallace continued:

You have gone from a little girl in the seg-
regated South to being the chief representa-
tive of this country to the world. What does
that say about the United States?

At that point I felt sure that tears
would well up in her eyes and she
would have difficulty responding, but
she kept her composure while she said
this:

It says that the United States is a place
that is living up to its principles, that has
had a struggle to do that. I[t] also said in
that, Chris, it was Thomas Jefferson who
said that the God who gave us life gave us
liberty at the same time and, of course,
didn’t himself personally carry that out per-
fectly. . . .

It just shows that democracy, if you have
the right principles in place, if you have the
right institutions in place, it may take a
long time, but eventually the aspirations for
one society unified despite race and gender
and religion can start to come into being.

We still have a lot of work to do in Amer-
ica. I look out and I see that work. But I do
believe that in a world where difference is a
license to Kkill, to look across and to see peo-
ple like me or Al Gonzales or others says
that America is trying desperately and, in
some sense, succeeding, in living up to those
principles.

I thought that was a magnificent tes-
tament to her life, what she experi-
enced, what others are dealing with,
but also what it means about our coun-
try and the hope for a lot of young boys
and girls who see Condoleezza Rice in
the position she is in and recognize
that they can succeed, too, in the
American dream.

I continued to watch television,
many different networks, and I started
seeing the results of the Iraqi elec-
tions. It appears that it was a good
election with a good turnout. I don’t
know what the exact turnout percent-
ages are. Reuters reported it as being
perhaps as much as 72 percent, I be-
lieve. In some parts of the country it
was more than that, I would presume,
and in others much less than that, but
still an incredible turnout. Maybe it
will be 60 percent, maybe it will be 58,
maybe it will be 62, but the people of
Iraq, under the threat of intimidation
or death or future abuse, went into
those polling places in huge numbers,
stuck their finger in that little bottle
of dye, and came out and showed it off
proudly.

By the way, they are going to have to
come to live with their dyed finger the
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