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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 25, 2005, at 9:30 a.m. to con-
sider comprehensive energy legislation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct an oversight hearing to re-
view Permitting of Emnergy Projects.
The hearing will be held in SD 406.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session on Wednesday,
May 25, 2005, at 10 a.m., to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘Social Security: Achieving
Sustainable Solvency.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at
9:30 a.m., to hold a hearing on nomina-
tions.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I as
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions meet in executive session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at 9:50 a.m.,
in SD-430.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at
9:30 a.m., for a hearing titled, ‘How
Counterfeit Goods Provide Easy Cash
for Criminals and Terrorists.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at
2:30 p.m., to consider the nomination of
Linda M. Combs to be Controller, Of-
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fice of Federal Financial Management,
Office of Management and Budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Wednesday, May 25, 2005, at
10 a.m., in room 485 of the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building to conduct a hear-
ing on S.J. Res. 15, a joint resolution to
acknowledge a long history of official
depredations and ill-conceived policies
by the United States Government re-
garding Indian tribes and offer an apol-
ogy to all Native peoples on behalf of
the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a markup on
Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 9:30 a.m., in
Senate Dirksen Office Building, room
226. Currently, S. 852, the asbestos leg-
islation, is the only item on the agen-
da.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent, pursuant to rule
26.5(a) of the Standing Rules of the
Senate that the Select Committee on
Intelligence be authorized to meet
after conclusion of the first 2 hours
after the meeting of the Senate com-
mences on May 25, 2005.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Intellectual Property be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Pi-
racy of Intellectual Property’” on
Wednesday, May 2005, at 2:30 p.m., in
Dirksen 226. The witness list is at-
tached.

Panel I: Marybeth Peters, Register of
Copyrights and Associate Librarian for
Copyright Services, United States
Copyright Office, Washington, DC; Ste-
phen M. Pinkos, Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Deputy Director of the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office, Alexandria, VA; and James E.
Mendenhall, Acting General Counsel,
Office of the United States Trade Rep-
resentative.

Panel II: Eric Smith, President,
International Intellectual Property Al-
liance, Washington, DC; Taylor
Hackford, Board Member, Directors
Guild of America, Lios Angeles, CA; and
Robert W. Holleyman II, President and
Chief Executive Officer, Business Soft-
ware Alliance, Washington, DC.

The PRESIDENT OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jennifer
Gergen, a State Department detailee
who is currently serving on the For-
eign Relations Committee staff, be
given floor privileges during the con-
sideration of the John Bolton nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 156, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 156) designating June
7, 2005, as ‘‘National Hunger Awareness Day”’
and authorizing that the Senate offices of
Senators Gordon Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln,
Elizabeth Dole, and Richard J. Durbin be
used to collect donations of food from May
26, 2005, until June 7, 2005, from concerned
Members of Congress and staff to assist fami-
lies suffering from hunger and food insecu-
rity in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution and preamble be agreed en bloc;
that the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table; and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD, without inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 156

Whereas food insecurity and hunger are a
fact of life for millions of low-income Ameri-
cans and can produce physical, mental, and
social impairments;

Whereas recent census data show that al-
most 36,300,000 people in the United States
live in households experiencing hunger or
food insecurity;

Whereas the problem of hunger and food
insecurity can be found in rural, suburban,
and urban America, touching nearly every
American community;

Whereas although substantial progress has
been made in reducing the incidence of hun-
ger and food insecurity in the United States,
certain groups, including the working poor,
the elderly, homeless people, children, mi-
grant workers, and Native Americans remain
vulnerable to hunger and the negative effects
of food deprivation;

Whereas the people of the United States
have a long tradition of providing food as-
sistance to hungry people through acts of
private generosity and public support pro-
grams;

Whereas the United States Government,
through Federal food assistance programs
like the Federal Food Stamp Program, child
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nutrition programs, and food donation pro-
grams, provides essential nutrition support
to millions of low-income people;

Whereas there is a growing awareness of
the important public and private partnership
role that community-based organizations,
institutions of faith, and charities provide in
assisting hungry and food insecure people;

Whereas more than 50,000 local commu-
nity-based organizations rely on the support
and efforts of more than 1,000,000 volunteers
to provide food assistance and services to
millions of vulnerable people;

Whereas a diverse group of organizations
have documented substantial increases in re-
quests for emergency food assistance over
the past year; and

Whereas all Americans can help partici-
pate in hunger relief efforts in their commu-
nities by donating food and money, volun-
teering, and supporting public policies aimed
at reducing hunger: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 7, 2005, as ‘‘National
Hunger Awareness Day’’;

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe ‘‘National Hunger Aware-
ness Day’—

(A) with appropriate ceremonies, volunteer
activities, and other support for Ilocal
antihunger advocacy efforts and hunger re-
lief charities, including food banks, food res-
cue organizations, food pantries, soup kitch-
ens, and emergency shelters; and

(B) with the year-round support of pro-
grams and public policies that reduce hunger
and food insecurity in the United States; and

(3) authorizes the offices of Senators
Smith, Lincoln, Dole, and Durbin to collect
donations of food from May 26, 2005, until
June 7, 2005, from concerned Members of
Congress and staff to assist families suf-
fering from hunger and food insecurity in the
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORIC EF-
FORTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF
KAZAKHSTAN

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration and
the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 122.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 122) recognizing the
historic efforts of the Republic of
Kazakhstan to reduce the threat of weapons
of mass destruction through cooperation in
the Nunn-Lugar/Cooperative Threat Reduc-
tion Program, and celebrating the 10th anni-
versary of the removal of all nuclear weap-
ons from the territory of Kazakhstan.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to; that the preamble
be agreed to; and that the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 122

Whereas at the time of the collapse of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in De-
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cember 1991, 1,410 nuclear warheads on heavy
intercontinental ballistic missiles, air-
launched cruise missiles, and heavy bombers
were located within the Republic of
Kazakhstan;

Whereas, on July 2, 1992, the parliament of
Kazakhstan approved and made Kazakhstan
a party to the Treaty on the Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, with
annexes, protocols and memorandum of un-
derstanding, signed at Moscow July 31, 1991,
and entered into force December 5, 1994 (com-
monly known as the “START Treaty’);

Whereas, on February 14, 1995, Kazakhstan
formally acceded to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, done at
Washington, London, and Moscow July 1,
1968, and entered into force March 5, 1970
(commonly known as the ‘‘Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty’’);

Whereas, on December 13, 1993, the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan signed the Safe and Se-
cure Dismantlement Act (SSD) and its 5 im-
plementing agreements with the TUnited
States, and became eligible to receive
$85,000,000 in assistance under the Nunn-
Lugar/Cooperative Threat Reduction Pro-
gram;

Whereas the decision of the people and the
Government of Kazakhstan to transfer all
nuclear weapons from the territory of
Kazakhstan to the control of the Russian
Federation allowed Kazakhstan to become a
non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty;

Whereas the continuing efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Kazakhstan to pursue coopera-
tive efforts with the United States and other
countries to secure, eliminate, destroy, or
interdict weapons and materials of mass de-
struction and their means of delivery pro-
vides a model for such efforts; and

Whereas, in April 1995, the Government of
Kazakhstan formally transferred the last nu-
clear warhead from the territory of
Kazakhstan to the territory of the Russian
Federation: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate commends, on
the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the
removal of the last nuclear warhead from the
territory of Kazakhstan, the people and the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
for their historic decision to rid Kazakhstan
of nuclear weapons.

——————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 1127

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1127) to require the Secretary of
Defense to submit to Congress all docu-
mentation related to the Secretary’s rec-
ommendations for the 2005 round of defense
base closure and realignment.

Mr. McCONNELL. I now ask for its
second reading, and in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 26,
2005

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
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Senate completes its business today,
the Senate stand in adjournment until
9:30 in the morning, Thursday, May 26.
I further ask that following the prayer
and the pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved, and
that the Senate then return to execu-
tive session and resume consideration
of the nomination of John Bolton to be
U.S. ambassador to the U.N. as pro-
vided under the previous order; pro-
vided that 1 hour be under the control
of Senator VOINOVICH.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, to-
morrow, the Senate will resume consid-
eration of the nomination of John
Bolton to be U.S. ambassador to the
U.N. As a reminder, cloture was just
filed a moment ago on the nomination.
The cloture vote on Bolton will occur
at 6 p.m. tomorrow night. If cloture is
invoked, we will immediately proceed
to a confirmation vote. Therefore, I en-
courage all Members who wish to speak
on the nomination to contact the man-
agers as soon as possible.

————
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order
following the remarks of Senators LAU-
TENBERG, SNOWE, and SESSIONS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
WAR IN IRAQ

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, as
we approach this weekend, I thought I
would give some thought to what occa-
sions this commemorative holiday and
what I think about as we approach Me-
morial Day. I want to recall some of
the incidents, the results of war and its
consequences.

It has been a historic week in the
Senate. We averted a showdown that
could have permanently damaged this
institution and destroyed the unique
American system of checks and bal-
ances that makes our Government the
greatest in the history of the world.
This was the topic of nonstop tele-
vision coverage and a forest worth of
newspaper articles.

In short, the story about the Senate’s
procedure for approving judicial nomi-
nees totally dominated the news, but
there was another story this week, a
story that did not receive much atten-
tion. It was the story of at least 14
brave American soldiers who died in
Iraq since Sunday. These deaths came
as a wave of bombings and suicide at-
tacks engulfed Baghdad and other cit-
ies.

While we go about our business in the
Senate, while other Americans go
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