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This is a disturbing trend that has re-
sulted in lost jobs, reduced revenues for 
local communities, and fewer Ameri-
cans enjoying our rich hunting herit-
age. State-run access programs are 
proof that opening additional acres of 
private land to hunting increases the 
numbers of hunters and provides a sig-
nificant boost to the economies of 
small towns and rural areas. 

I cannot emphasize enough what a 
tremendous opportunity Open Fields 
provides our colleagues to invest in 
America and to help preserve our hunt-
ing and fishing heritage. Currently, ac-
cess programs are being successfully 
administered in states all across Amer-
ica, from Arizona with 2 million acres 
to Pennsylvania with 4.3 million acres. 
In 18 States, more than 23 million acres 
are enrolled. Administrative and incen-
tive payments total just over $23 mil-
lion per year, an average of about $1 
per acre. 

According to a recently completed 
cost-benefit analysis, states with ac-
tive access programs encouraged more 
than 276,000 hunters to continue to 
hunt who otherwise would have quit. 
This translates into about $512.6 mil-
lion these hunters spend annually in 
these States. With this in mind, I re-
mind our colleagues that the $20 mil-
lion per year investment called for 
under this legislation will potentially 
return many times its initial cost. 
States with access programs are cur-
rently spending about $23 million per 
year while generating more than $512 
million in additional economic activ-
ity. Through our legislation, this re-
turn on investment can become a re-
ality for many more states and com-
munities. 

Part of our responsibility as policy-
makers is to seek opportunities that 
will improve the quality of life of our 
constituents. We have introduced the 
Open Fields legislation as a means to 
encourage the States to partner with 
the outdoor recreation community and 
private landowners to preserve our 
hunting and fishing heritage and pro-
vide economic growth opportunities for 
rural America. 

I urge my colleagues to support and 
cosponsor Open Fields. 

f 

PAUL PECK 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor today to praise an extraor-
dinary man, Paul Peck. I had the honor 
of meeting Mr. Peck through our mu-
tual interest in the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. 

Mr. Peck has been an effective pro-
ponent of the civic process. In 2002, Mr. 
Peck generously donated $2 million to 
enhance the National Portrait Gal-
lery’s presidential programs, allowing 
for educational resources related to the 
presidency. In the same year, the Por-
trait Gallery founded The Paul Peck 
Presidential Awards, the only awards 
in the United States to honor achieve-
ment in presidential service and por-
trayal. Last year, at the Third Annual 

Paul Peck Presidential Awards Cere-
mony, Mr. Peck gave a heartfelt and 
thought-provoking speech about the 
need for an increased awareness of 
American history and an increased 
level of civil participation in our coun-
try. Mr. President, I ask unanimous 
consent that Mr. Peck’s remarks be 
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

The Smithsonian is truly fortunate 
to have benefited from the dedication 
and intelligence of Mr. Peck. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SUMMARY OF PAUL PECK’S REMARKS, THIRD 
ANNUAL PAUL PECK PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS 
Hi folks. 
It’s great to be here with you to honor two 

great Americans: George Elsey and Brian 
Lamb. 

I have been asked many times why I joined 
with the National Portrait Gallery to focus 
attention on the presidency. 

My answer is: I believe that ‘‘Freedom is 
life and freedom is rooted in democracy.’’ 

I believe that Americans are blessed, 
And we owe it to our children and grand-

children to pass on this love of freedom and 
the means to preserve it. 

The founding fathers believed that freedom 
requires voters who are knowledgeable, in-
volved, and vigilant. 

Today, however, Fewer people vote, Fewer 
people seem concerned about civic issues, 
and Fewer people are involved in the civic, 
governing, and political process. 

Furthermore, we’ve cut back on teaching 
Civics and according to the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress, fewer than 25 
percent of Americans have even a basic 
knowledge of American History. 

If we allow this trend to continue, what 
will it mean to be an American; and what 
happens to democracy because democracy 
can’t survive as a spectator sport. 

We can’t continue this way. It’s a roadmap 
to disaster and I worry about the direction 
we’re taking. 

I believe every citizen has an obligation to 
make things better and I believe every cit-
izen can make a difference. 

Here’s how we’re going to fix the problem. 
The presidency symbolizes the United 

States and represents government to most 
people. Americans are fascinated with the 
presidency and we’re going to build on this 
fixation to foster civic action, civic under-
standing, and reasoned voting. 

Our civic action goal is to get everybody 
involved in democracy whether through pub-
lic service, governing, politics, non- govern-
mental organizations, or civic volunteer ac-
tivities. America was built on people coming 
together to achieve great and honorable 
goals and we’re going to re-create this sense 
of community, caring, and co-operation. 

As many of you know, I believe that our 
children are our future. If they don’t know 
what it means to be an American, how do we 
preserve freedom, democracy, and the Amer-
ican way of life? 

In 1954, Brown vs. The Board of Education 
made America better; and voting and the 
right to vote grabbed children’s attention 
and led to lifelong civic involvement. What 
are we doing today to spark a similar inter-
est in freedom and democracy in our chil-
dren? 

As a first step in increasing civic action 
and understanding, I intend to request that 
next Tuesday’s presidential election winner 
set aside one school day every year to dis-
cuss American principles and encourage 
civic engagement. It is my hope that govern-

ment, industry, and academia will encourage 
participation and provide time to their em-
ployees to get involved and help us come to-
gether as a nation. 

Please help me make this proposal a re-
ality. 

In summary, you are our opinion makers. 
It’s vital that you: Strengthen our society, 
Promote civility, and Inspire people to dis-
cuss issues and participate in the civic proc-
ess; 

Thereby promoting Lincoln’s ideal of ‘‘gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, and for 
the people.’’ 

Thank you for coming.—Paul L. Peck, Oc-
tober 28, 2004 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

DOBSON STUDENTS RECEIVE 
HONORABLE MENTION 

∑ Mr. KYL. Mr. President, earlier this 
month, a class of 25 students from Dob-
son High School in Mesa, AZ, competed 
against more than 1,250 students from 
across the United States in the na-
tional finals of the ‘‘We the People: 
The Citizen and the Constitution’’ pro-
gram. I am proud to note the Dobson 
students, led by their teacher Joyce 
Godfrey, received a fourth place honor-
able mention in this year’s competi-
tion. 

I would like to take a moment to 
mention the names of those students 
who competed for Dobson High: Paul 
Bergelin, Andrew Brown, Lara Cardy, 
Zach Clark, Brian Hoblit, Katie 
Hughes, Byunghun Hyun, Valerie 
Keirn, Patrick Kwan, Alyssa Little, 
Alex Matyushov, Linh Nguyen, 
Danielle Rieger, Ralph Robles, Ashley 
Rogers, Darci Schimschat, Jessica 
Sims, Drew Snider, Jamie Stall, Tricia 
Strei, Wing-Yu Tang, Nehal Thakkar, 
Jana VanMarche, Ashley Wallace, and 
Jennifer Yan. I would also like to ac-
knowledge their teacher, Joyce God-
frey, the district coordinator, Kathy 
Williams, and the State coordinator, 
Susan Nusall. 

I wish these budding constitutional 
scholars the best of luck in the future.∑ 

f 

NORTHSHORE HARBOR CENTER 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the opening of the 
Northshore Harbor Center in Slidell, 
LA on May 20, 2005. This new conven-
tion center will greatly benefit St. 
Tammany Parish. I join the East St. 
Tammany Events Center Commission 
and all the people of St. Tammany Par-
ish in voicing my excitement about the 
opening of the center and its potential 
for economic development. 

The Northshore Harbor Center is the 
product of many years of hard work 
and intense planning. Though numer-
ous individuals were involved in the 
project, I would like to take this mo-
ment to personally recognize those re-
sponsible for its completion. First, I 
would like to commend the dedicated 
citizens of the East St. Tammany 
Events Center Commission. Also, I 
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would like to recognize the parish offi-
cials who appointed and oversaw the 
Commission. Finally, I would like to 
thank the citizens of Wards 8 and 9 who 
contributed hard earned tax dollars to 
fund the construction of this state-of- 
the-art complex. 

I look forward to the wide array of 
events and conventions that will begin 
pouring into the Northshore Harbor 
Center. And I look forward to the many 
new visitors it will attract to another 
wonderful parish in Louisiana.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING MAX MEYER 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I wish to 
congratulate a young man named Max 
Meyer. At the age of 14, Max was re-
cently declared the winner of PAX 
TV’s ‘‘America’s Most Talented Kids.’’ 
His winning performance before a tele-
vision audience exemplified his gift of 
playing the piano while singing a ren-
dition of Frank Sinatra’s ‘‘The Lady is 
a Tramp.’’ 

Max’s accomplishments on the piano 
are truly impressive, but his talent 
does not stop there. Max also plays six 
other instruments, including the har-
monica, kazoo, guitar, French horn, 
drums, and the trumpet. 

I have had the pleasure of hearing 
Max perform on many occasions. His 
talent and dedication to music are 
nothing less than inspirational. I am 
proud to join Max’s friends and family 
in congratulating him on his many and 
most recent accomplishments.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING JENSI 
KELLOGG-ANDRUS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
rise to congratulate an extraordinary 
educator from Watertown, SD. Jensi 
Kellogg-Andrus, South Dakota’s 
Teacher of the Year, was recently hon-
ored at a conference here in Wash-
ington, DC. I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to her. 

Jensi is a bright light in a profession 
of illuminators. Her unwavering dedi-
cation to her students’ education and 
development is remarkable. Jensi 
takes the time to adapt her lesson 
plans to each individual learning style 
and strives to help each student 
achieve their personal goals. 

Jensi’s career has spanned 16 years 
and I wish her many more years of con-
tinued excellence. It gives me great 
pleasure to congratulate Jensi for her 
many and most recent accomplish-
ments.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 

from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 485. An act to provide that the royalty 
rate on the output from Federal lands of po-
tassium and potassium compounds from the 
mineral sylvite in the 5-year period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall be reduced to 1.0 percent, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 540. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to convey the Newlands 
Project Headquarters and Maintenance Yard 
Facility to the Truckee-Carson Irrigation 
District. 

H.R. 627. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
40 Putnam Avenue in Hamden, Connecticut, 
as the ‘‘Linda White-Epps Post Office’’. 

H.R. 938. An act to establish the Upper 
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area in 
the State of Connecticut and the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1046. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to contract with the 
city of Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the storage 
of the city’s water in the Kendrick Project, 
Wyoming. 

H.R. 1760. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in 
Madison, Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Robert M. 
LaFollette, Sr. Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 2107. An act to amend Public Law 104– 
329 to modify authorities for the use of the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Maintenance Fund, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
(22 U.S.C. 6431 note), amended by sec-
tion 681(b) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (22 
U.S.C. 2651 note), and the order of the 
House of January 4, 2005, the Speaker 
reappoints the following individuals on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom: Ms. Nina 
Shea of Washington, D.C., for a 2-year 
term ending May 14, 2007, to succeed 
herself, and Ms. Felice Gaer of 
Paramus, New Jersey, for a 2-year term 
ending May 14, 2007, to succeed herself 
upon the recommendation of the Mi-
nority Leader. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 485. An act to provide that the royalty 
rate on the output from Federal lands of po-
tassium and potassium compounds from the 
mineral sylvite in the 5-year period begin-

ning on the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall be reduced to 1.0 percent, and for other 
purposes; to the committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

H.R. 540. To authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey the Newlands Project 
Headquarters and Maintenance Yard Facility 
to the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 627. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
40 Putnam Avenue in Hamden, Connecticut, 
as the ‘‘Linda White-Epps Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Government Affairs. 

H.R. 938. An act to establish the Upper 
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area in 
the State of Connecticut and the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

H.R. 1760. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in 
Madison, Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Robert M. La 
Follette, Sr. Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2107. An act to amend Public Law 104– 
329 to modify authorities for the use of the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Maintenance Fund, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 1046. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to contract with the 
city of Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the storage 
of the city’s water in the Kendrick Project, 
Wyoming. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2191. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Deputy Administrator for Government 
Contracting and Business Development, 
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a request for an exten-
sion to complete a report relative to the Mi-
nority Small Business and Capital Ownership 
Program participants that is due on April 30 
of each year; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

EC–2192. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Illinois Regu-
latory Program’’ (Docket No. IL–104–FOR) 
received on May 16; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–2193. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Commonwealth of 
Virginia; Emission Standards for Solvent 
Cleaning Operations Using Non-Halogenated 
Solvents’’ (FRL No. 7913–5) received on May 
16, 2005; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–2194. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
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