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students from across the country to
visit Washington, DC, and take part in
national competition during the first
week of May. These bright students
showcased their exemplary knowledge
of the U.S. Consitution, and did my
State proud against competition from
other States. I applaud the achieve-
ment of the Kahuku students for plac-
ing in the Top 10 of National Finalists
out of the 51 schools participating.

The ‘“We the People” program is ad-
ministered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation and is an extensive educational
program developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights. The 3-day com-
petition is modeled after hearings in
the U.S. Congress and provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to dem-
onstrate their knowledge before a
panel of adult judges while they evalu-
ate, take, and defend positions on rel-
evant historical and contemporary
issues. Their testimony is followed by
questions designed to probe the stu-
dents’ depth of understanding and abil-
ity to apply their constitutional
knowledge.

I recognize the following 23 Kahuku
students who proudly represented the
State of Hawaii: Genevieve Allen,
Yesenia  Arevalo, Amanda  Baize,
Bonnie Cameron, Meri Ching, Dannah
Christensen, Krystle Corpuz, Oliver
Howells, Lorna Kekua, Jokke
Kokkonen, Jacquelyn Lautaha, Wil-
liam Law, Catalina Markowitz, Ajri
McArthur, Sara Mirels, Brad Ras-
mussen, Ashley Rillamas, Lizette
Sauque, Noelle Spring, Shirly
Tagayuna, Joseph Trisolini, and Mor-
gan Wright. I especially thank their
teacher, Ms. Sandra Cashman, for once
again seizing this opportunity to edu-
cate students about the significance of
the American institutions of constitu-
tional democracy. The mere fact that
Kahuku students competed here for 11
of the last 12 ““We the People’ competi-
tions is a testament to Ms. Cashman’s
skills as a civics education teacher.

As a former Kahuku High School
teacher, I take pride in these students
who rose to the challenges presented in
this competition, and gave impressive
performances. I know that it is because
of school and parental support, dedica-
tion, and commitment that these stu-
dents were empowered and encouraged
to excel in this arena. These students
have no doubt made everyone in their
school, their families, and their friends
proud of what they achieved. We should
all recognize that they are learning
and advocating the fundamental ideas
that identify us as a people and bind us
together as a nation. The zeal and dili-
gence these students showed in their
understanding of Government ought to
serve as a symbol for all citizens to
pursue.e

EXCELLENCE IN NURSING

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I
celebrate the hard work and dedication
of all nurses that serve the veterans of
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our great Nation. In particular, I con-
gratulate the recipients of the Sec-
retary’s Award for Excellence in Nurs-
ing and Advancement of Nursing Pro-
grams. These recipients were nomi-
nated for dedication to their profession
and for outstanding service to our vet-
erans and to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, VA. The honor bestowed
on these individuals is greatly de-
served.

The 2005 Nursing Award Recipients
for Excellence in Nursing include:
Marthe Moseley, Kim Pyatt, Ferris
Jones, and John Cheng. The recipients
of the 2005 Award for the Advancement
of Nursing Programs are Timothy B.
Williams and Rebecca Newson Wil-
liams. All these individuals have dem-
onstrated high level of achievement
and dedication through their service
with VA.

Marthe Moseley, PhD, RN, CCRN,
CCNS, is an award recipient from the
South Texas Veterans Health Care Sys-
tem. Dr. Moseley coordinates and eval-
uates integrated programs that dem-
onstrate clinical excellence in the field
of orientation, competency develop-
ment and implementation. She has
been a key consultant to entities such
as the National Dialysis Conference;
Brook Army Medical Center; and
Wilford Hall Medical Center, Air Force.
Dr. Moseley has been a leader in im-
proving the quality and effectiveness of
care for critically ill patients.

Kim Pyatt, RN, BSN, of the Louis
Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center,
has been an outstanding and positive
nurse for the past 5 years. She served
as a staff nurse and a night charge
nurse in the Nursing Home Care Unit,
NHCU, before being selected as the
Geriatrics and Extended Care Wound
coordinator in 2002. Ms. Pyatt has a
great passion for veterans and for pro-
viding excellent nursing care in the
NHCU.

Ferris Jones, LPN, works in the
Puget Sound Health Care System with
the Mental Health Service in the
Homeless Care Line, Domiciliary Care
Program, and also through a residen-
tial program that treats veterans for
post traumatic sress disorder. His
strong medical background, training in
the U.S. Army, and experience in men-
tal health have worked together to set
a standard of excellence. He has con-
tributed to quality of care through
evaluations of procedures for the Domi-
ciliary Care Program and the develop-
ment of an educational orientation
video for those newly admitted to the
program.

John Cheng, from the Northport VA
Medical Center, has been a nursing as-
sistant in Extended Care since 1998. Mr.
Cheng as continued to provide top
quality, as well as encouragement, to
his veteran patients. Mr. Cheng re-
cently spent a great deal of time with
a young traumatic brain injury patient
who had been admitted to the NCHU.
During this time, Mr. Cheng dem-
onstrated compassion and selfless dedi-
cation to treating patients. He did the
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little things that are necessary during
a time of extended treatment, such as
developing a relationship with this
young patient. Mr. Cheng is also dedi-
cated to professional growth. He is the
only employee to graduate from the
V A-sponsored Licensed Practical
Nurse, LPN, program and is now work-
ing on achieving his registered nurse
degree.

Timothy B. Williams is the director
of the VA Puget Sound Health Care
System. Mr. Williams has worked
closely with nursing and physician
leadership to implement innovative
strategies to optimally deliver patient
care, in spite of limited resources. He
has continuously sought opportunities
to ensure nurse support and to encour-
age professional development of nurs-
ing at all levels. Mr. Williams has also
been an effective supporter of VA ef-
forts to recruit and retain nursing
staff.

Rebecca Newsom Williams, RN, MPH,
is the associate director for Patient/
Nursing Services for the VA Eastern
Colorado Health Care System. In her
role, Ms. Williams directs the integra-
tion of all nursing related activities
throughout the VA Eastern Colorado
Health Care System, in collaboration
with the executive leadership team.
Ms. Williams has demonstrated excel-
lence in her leadership by recognizing
the need for combined research and
clinical practices.

As you can see, these phenomenal
nurses deserve to be applauded for
their accomplishments. Through their
commitment and compassion to our
Nation’s heroes, they themselves also
become heroes to our veterans.

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I again
congratulate these distinguished award
recipients. They demonstrate the need
and importance of excellence at every
level of care giving, for every patient.
In this time of critical need for nurses,
it is imperative that we thank these
nurses who have chosen to serve in the
VA health care system for their dili-
gence and dedication.e

——

HIGH TECHNOLOGY
ENTREPRENEURSHIP HONORED

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, Idaho’s
small businesses make up over 95 per-
cent of total businesses in the State.
New companies launch their products
and services every day. These busi-
nesses are the lifeblood of Idaho’s econ-
omy and their existence indicates the
overwhelming entrepreneurship that
abides in our communities large and
small. A unique public-private partner-
ship between the Idaho National Lab,
Boise State University, and the Idaho
Department of Commerce and Labor is
helping these vital organs of Idaho’s
economy grow and function to their
best potential. The Small Business Ad-
ministration recently recognized this
effort, giving Idaho TechConnect a na-
tional ‘‘Best Practices” award at an
economic development conference here
in Washington.
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Idaho TechConnect has been instru-
mental in providing small high tech
business entrepreneurs with develop-
ment assistance, and facilities and
services to assess the progress and di-
rection of their business expansion.
The partnerships with industry and
higher education provide these ven-
tures with inspiration, innovation, out-
side experience and consultation from
those in academia as well as the estab-
lished and thriving high tech industry
in Idaho.

Sharing resources, whether intellec-
tual or tangible, provides outcomes
that are productive and long lasting.
The people and organizations involved
with Idaho TechConnect are to be com-
mended on their commitment to our
State’s economy and by extension,
communities and families. This tre-
mendous honor by SBA is most cer-
tainly well deserved.e®

——————

LARAMIE HIGH SCHOOL AND THE
CAPITOL HILL CHALLENGE

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize the efforts of Natasha
Olsonawski, a teacher at Laramie High
School in Laramie, WY, along with
Traci Gardner and Cassandra
Shotkoski, both Laramie High School
seniors graduating this month. All
three participated in the Capitol Hill
Challenge, a nationwide stock market
game to test participants’ knowledge
of our financial markets and ability to
save and invest wisely. I am proud to
say that the team from Laramie High
School finished seventh in this na-
tional competition, and first among
Western states.

Under the direction of  Mrs.
Olsonawski, Traci and Cassandra stud-
ied financial statements and newspaper
articles to create a winning investment
strategy. More importantly, they
gained valuable experience about per-
sonal finance that will be useful
throughout their lives. As an account-
ant, I understand the importance of
knowing how to balance a checkbook,
establish a good credit record, and
achieve a secure financial future. It is
encouraging to know that our nation’s
young people are learning these skills
too, and using them in their daily
lives.

I congratulate the team from Lar-
amie for their hard work. I also wish
Traci and Cassandra good luck in their
future endeavors.e

IN RECOGNITION OF SOUTH
LAUREL BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I
honor the Laurel High School’s Boys
Basketball Team for winning the Ken-
tucky High School Athletic Associa-
tion State Championship on March 19,
2005. As you may know, winning a
State high school championship is no
small feat. A great number of teams
have to be defeated before any team
even gets into the playoff. Once in the
playoff that team is able to prove deci-
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sively whether or not they are the
champions.

I am proud to say that South Laurel
High School’s Boys Basketball Team
proved themselves the champions. This
accomplishment took hard work, focus,
patience, and team spirit. It is impor-
tant that all our young people learn
these qualities. And I would like to
point out that in winning the State
championship, they have not only at-
tained a trophy, but more importantly,
they have developed characteristics
that will always be of help to them
later on.

Winning a State championship is a
great athletic achievement. I want the
boys of this team to be proud of them-
selves, as I am proud of them. They
have done well. I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the Boys Basketball
Team of South Laurel High School, and
I encourage them to keep up the good
work.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and two treaties which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:32 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
6913, and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the Speaker appoints the
following Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Congressional-Ex-
ecutive Commission on the People’s
Republic of China: Mr. LEACH of Iowa,
Co-Chairman, Mr. DREIER of California,
Mr. WoLF of Virginia, Mr. PITTS of
Pennsylvania, and Mr. ADERHOLT of
Alabama.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2142. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Notification of Registered Vessels of Their
Assignments for the A Season Atka Mack-
erel Fishery in Harvest Limit Area (HLA) 542
and/or 543 of the Aleutian Islands Subarea of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
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ment Area (BSAI)” received on May 3, 2005;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2143. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
““Closure of Directed Fishing for Atka Mack-
erel with Gears Other than Jig in the East-
ern Aleutian District (Area 541) and the Ber-
ing Sea Subarea of the BSAI Management
Area and Announcement of the Opening and
Closure Dates of the First and Second Di-
rected Fisheries Within the Harvest Limit
Area in Statistical Areas 542 and 543" re-
ceived on May 3, 2005; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2144. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Closure of Commercial Run-Around
Gillnet Fishery for Gulf Group King Mack-
erel in the Southern Florida West Coast
Subzone” received on May 3, 2005; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2145. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Fisheries Off West Coast States and
in the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Annual Specifications
and Management Measures; Inseason Adjust-
ments; Corrections’ received on May 3, 2005;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2146. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Closing Deep-Water Species Fishery
by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the Gulf of
Alaska’ received on May 3, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2147. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Prohibiting Directed Fishing for Pa-
cific Cod by Catcher/Processor Vessels Using
Pot Gear in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Management Area’ received on May 3,
2005; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2148. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Reallocation of Pacific Cod from Ves-
sels Using Jig Gear to Catcher Vessels Less
than 60 Feet (18.3 meters) Length Overall
Using Pot or Hook-and-Line Gear in the Ber-
ing Sea and Aleutian Islands Management
Area’ received on May 3, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2149. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Office of the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a vacancy in the
position of Deputy Secretary, received on
May 4, 2005; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2150. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Office of the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a vacancy in the
position of Assistant Secretary for Budget
and Programs, received on May 4, 2005; to the
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