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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, Benjamin 
Franklin once said: He that would fish 
must venture his bait. 

In America, we have millions of cre-
ative women and men and even teens 
who cast their reels every day in the 
hopes of catching the American dream. 
And fortunately we have the most vi-
brant economy in the world and the 
Small Business Administration to help 
them. 

This week the Small Business Ad-
ministration is hosting its annual cele-
bration of America’s entrepreneurs at 
the Washington Hilton. President Bush 
spoke to the group several days ago in 
recognition of their tremendous con-
tributions. One of the topics that had 
been discussed over the course of the 
week is just how important are small 
business owners. These innovators cre-
ate 60 to 80 percent of new jobs nation-
wide. They generate more than 50 per-
cent of the gross domestic product. 
Small business owners are the heart of 
the American marketplace, and their 
contributions to jobs and productivity 
are its lifeblood. 

In my home State of Tennessee, over 
97 percent of all businesses are small 
businesses. Women-owned businesses 
generate billions of dollars in revenue 
and employ tens of thousands of work-
ers. Minority-owned firms, the fastest 
growing small business sector in Amer-
ica, account for nearly 33,000 small 
businesses in Tennessee. Elisa Comer, 
CEO of Eagle’s Landing Transcription 
Service over in Johnson City, TN, has 
been chosen this year as one of the 
Small Business Administration’s 50 
small business people of the year. 
Elisa’s company offers cutting edge 
electronic technology that improves 
medical recordkeeping. 

This happens to be an issue that in 
my capacity as a Senator I have 
worked on very closely. Companies 
that provide up-to-the-minute medical 
records technology are crucial to im-
proving patient care, to improving pa-
tient safety, and improving efficiency 
in the medical field. Workers and con-
sumers depend on entrepreneurs such 
as Elisa to generate jobs and to provide 
higher quality products and services. 
And with the help of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, America’s entre-
preneurs can get their ideas off the 
ground and into the neighborhood near 
you. 

Take, for example, the restaurant 
chain Outback Steakhouse. It may 
come as a surprise to some, but Out-
back Steakhouse is not headquartered 

in Australia. It is headquartered right 
here in America, down in Tampa, FL. 
In a little over a decade, Outback 
Steakhouse has grown from a small 
restaurant operation into a nationwide 
phenomenon. In February of 1990, the 
21⁄2-year-old company employed ap-
proximately 300 people and had a net 
worth of less than $2 million. That year 
it received a boost from the Small 
Business Administration. Ten years 
later, the restaurant chain employs 
more than 38,000 people and in 1999 
posted revenues of a dizzying $1.6 bil-
lion. Outback has restaurants in 48 
States and 13 countries as far away as 
Seoul and Rio de Janeiro. 

Another dazzling example of the 
Small Business Administration’s cata-
lytic effect is Staples. It started as a 
single office supply store in Brighton, 
MA, in 1986. The office supply store is 
now the country’s largest operator of 
office superstores. Staples employs 
58,000 people and has annual gross sales 
of $11.6 billion. It even offers products 
and services to up-and-coming small 
businesses to help them cut costs. 

The Small Business Administration 
has helped more than 22 million Ameri-
cans start, grow, and expand their busi-
nesses. It has become the Govern-
ment’s most effective instrument for 
economic development. With its help, 
small companies have grown from a 
handful of employees into thousands. 

The SBA is just one part of our ef-
forts to support job-creating policies. 
In 2003, the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief 
Act we passed provided more than 25 
million small business owners with tax 
relief totaling $75 billion. In fact, small 
businesses received 80 percent of the 
benefits of the reduction of the top 
marginal tax rate. The tax relief pack-
age quadrupled the amount small busi-
nesses can expense for new capital in-
vestments, which will lead, and has led, 
to new investment in technology and 
machinery and other equipment. It 
phases out the Federal death tax, en-
suring that family business owners are 
able to leave their businesses to their 
families or key employees. 

These policies are helping to create 
new jobs and increase productivity and 
make every consumer’s dollar go far-
ther. Remington’s electric shaver mag-
nate Victor Kiam once observed: 

Entrepreneurs are simply those who under-
stand there is little difference between ob-
stacle and opportunity and are able to turn 
both to their advantage. 

I commend my fellow citizens who 
possess this talent to turn obstacles 
into opportunity, not only to their ad-
vantage, but also to the advantage of 
us all. Their risk-taking and creativity 
help keep America moving forward. 

f 

THE PAST MONTH 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, there are 
a few comments I will now make on the 
past month. Indeed, it has been a pro-
ductive month in the Senate and I do 
want to thank all of my colleagues for 
their hard work and diligence over the 

course of the last several weeks. It has 
been an almost unbelievably eventful 
time on the world stage, first and fore-
most with the passing of Pope John 
Paul II. None of us will ever forget 
hearing the news of his death and feel-
ing that we were in some way fortu-
nate to be witnesses to a moment and 
to an era that will change and instruct 
history for generations. Nor will we 
ever forget our pilgrimage to the Vati-
can to pay our respects to the Pope and 
his extraordinary life. Millions of 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike were 
touched by this great man. He influ-
enced more lives than kings and Presi-
dents before him. 

I believe I speak for all in welcoming 
his successor, Pope Benedict XVI, the 
new leader of the Catholic Church. He 
is a man of great compassion and in-
tegrity, and I believe that, like John 
Paul before him, Pope Benedict will 
spread God’s message of peace and be 
an inspiration to millions. 

We also witnessed on the world stage 
the historic withdrawal of Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. Next week, I will 
be traveling there to see firsthand the 
changes that are being brought. De-
mocracy is on the march. We are wit-
nessing history in the making. After 
some months of difficult negotiation, 
the Iraqis have formed a new transi-
tional government from the fruits of 
their first true elections. This is tre-
mendous news. Prime Minister al- 
Jaafari deserves great credit for in-
cluding a cabinet consisting of the 
great diversity of Iraq’s population. 

The Iraqis are a brave and deter-
mined people. January 30 proved that 
truism vividly and beyond a doubt. My 
heart goes out to the Iraqi people as 
they give shape to that first true de-
mocracy in the heart of Arab Middle 
East. They are an inspiration to their 
brethren and to all of us who strive for 
freedom. These are perilous times, but 
they are hopeful times. The United 
States can stand proudly before the 
world for our efforts to spread freedom, 
our ideals, our principles, our efforts, 
and our blood to free millions of people 
the world over. And this body, the Sen-
ate, has been instrumental in advanc-
ing America’s interests in a myriad of 
ways, concrete and symbolic, empow-
ering and inspiring. 

This week, after 2 weeks of debate, 
we passed legislation to fund our men 
and women in uniform who are fighting 
for freedom, and to fund our humani-
tarian outreach to the December tsu-
nami victims. We will continue to sup-
ply all necessary resources to keep our 
military strong. 

During this session, we also con-
firmed Ambassador John Negroponte 
as Director of National Intelligence. 
Mr. Negroponte will be responsible for 
overseeing the entire intelligence com-
munity. It will be his job to keep 
America safe by bridging the gap be-
tween our 15 intelligence agencies and 
improving information sharing be-
tween agencies. I am confident that, as 
our new Director of Intelligence, Mr. 
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Negroponte will work hard to make the 
reforms necessary to help keep Amer-
ica safe. 

Tonight, we have approved the final 
two members of the President’s Cabi-
net, ROBERT PORTMAN to be USTR and 
Steve Johnson to the EPA. The Presi-
dent’s Cabinet, as of a few minutes ago, 
is now complete. 

Of course, tonight we had the budget. 
I congratulate Chairman JUDD GREGG. 
This, as I mentioned earlier this 
evening, is the fifth quickest con-
ference report on the budget in history. 
The budget addresses spending head on. 
It is a strict budget from a fiscal stand-
point. It addresses the short-term def-
icit by holding down discretionary 
spending, cutting the deficit in half in 
about 4 years. It addresses the outyear 
deficits driven by entitlements. It re-
institutes the enforcement mechanism 
that will discipline spending. It is a 
fully transparent budget that accounts 
for the true war costs over the next 
year. 

I look forward to returning to our 
work when we return from the recess. I 
am confident that with bipartisan de-
termination we will get further work 
done. It has been an eventful month— 
a month of global and history-changing 
events. I am proud that under the lead-
ership of President Bush, America has 
been at the forefront of freedom. 

Over the recess, I will have the op-
portunity to travel to the Middle East 
to witness many events and learn first-
hand the challenges facing the region— 
more specifically, the progress of the 
Israeli and Palestinian peace process. 
We will meet with key Israeli leaders 
in Israel and travel to Ramallah in the 
West Bank to meet with President 
Abbas and members of his Government. 

We will also meet and listen to other 
voices in order to hear a wide range of 
views. Our goal is to listen and explore 
how we can help move the process for-
ward and advance the cause of democ-
racy. 

We will also be visiting Jordan and 
Egypt, two important players in the 
Middle East peace process. They have 
endorsed the roadmap to peace and 
have shown by example that Arab peo-
ples can live side by side with Israelis. 
They are also close friends of the U.S. 
and are allies of the global war on ter-
rorism. Both countries are also pur-
suing much needed reforms. More needs 
to be done, not just because it is in our 
national security interest, but because 
it is in their people’s interest. Trans-
parency, continued movement toward 
democracy, economic freedom, and 
prosperity should be the goals of all 
governments in the region. 

In all of these stops, we will meet 
with real, everyday people and see 
these cities and countries in action, 
whether it be visiting hospitals in Je-
rusalem or shopowners and business 
people in the West Bank. 

Finally, we will also travel to Beirut 
to meet with key opposition leaders 
and current government leaders. Our 
goal is to underscore our unwavering 

position that all Syrian intelligence 
and military personnel must leave Leb-
anon. Elections must be held on time 
and the Lebanese people must deter-
mine their own future through free and 
fair elections. The United States 
stands firmly behind the Lebanese peo-
ple. 

In closing, I wish my colleagues a 
safe and productive recess and look for-
ward to resuming our work when we re-
turn. 

f 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, Wash-

ington, like most of the Nation, is 
awash in green. Lawns are lush and 
verdant. The new leaves on the trees 
are bright green, soft, and whole—not 
yet the tough, sun- and insect-scarred 
veterans of late summer, but as deli-
cate as a baby’s skin. The dogwoods 
and lilacs are blooming, and the aza-
leas are putting on their magnificent 
show. In a few days, it will be May. 
May is a beautiful month in the Na-
tion’s capital, just as it is in the hills 
of West Virginia. It is, perhaps, the 
most beautiful month. It is a gentle, 
nurturing month, full of tenderness 
and promise. 

It is fitting that such a month be 
graced with a day to honor mothers. 
Sunday, May 8th, is Mother’s Day. On 
this day, tender thoughts of affection 
and gentle acts of kindness and appre-
ciation are showered upon our mothers, 
who have sustained us all with their 
gentle hands, warm hearts, and for-
giving natures. 

To be sure, women have as many fac-
ets as a brilliantly cut diamond. They 
can be tough and demanding profes-
sionals, fierce competitors in any field 
of endeavor, stoic and enduring in the 
face of great hardship, and outstanding 
performers in the arts, medicine and 
science. The news as well as history is 
full of stories of the accomplishments 
of women. But on this one day, we cele-
brate the side of women that is most 
like this lovely month of May—the 
mothering side. It is the side that 
kissed our baby feet, that saved locks 
of hair from our first haircuts and our 
first baby teeth. It is the side whose 
tender touch soothed our hurts, whose 
unwavering belief in our talents sus-
tained us through sports failures, pain-
ful piano recitals, and countless hours 
of practices and tantrums. It is the side 
that sang to us, baked us cookies, and 
patiently helped build our science 
project volcanoes out of soda bottles 
and plaster of Paris. It is the side that 
glowed as we received our diplomas, 
went out on our first dates, accepted 
our first jobs; the side that held us as 
we lost jobs, lost loved ones, lost faith 
in our dreams. Our mothers never lose 
faith. In business or at work, women 
might be efficient, even ruthless, 
judges, quickly assessing and sorting 
through problems, but at home, as 
mothers, we depend on their faith and 
support to find solutions for our prob-
lems. 

Next weekend, mothers will be feted 
with cards, flowers, and Sunday 
brunches. They will begin to get some 
of the backlog of hugs that are their 
due, a down payment on the debt of 
gratitude we owe them for taking on 
such a monumental task. The only in-
struction that women receive on how 
to be a good mother comes from their 
own mother. It is a remarkable 
achievement that so many women 
learn this complex job so effortlessly, 
and manage to perform it so well. 
Women from around the globe, women 
who will never break a world record, 
invent a new technology, discover a 
new fact, will share with those record 
breakers in the phenomenally impor-
tant job of motherhood. Society ut-
terly depends on how well mothers and 
fathers manage the task of parenting. 
It is a heavy responsibility to lay upon 
such rank amateurs. 

I can well recall the early days of my 
own marriage. I have been blessed to 
have been married to the same kind 
and forgiving woman for almost 68 
years. We are now proud great grand-
parents. But nearly seven decades ago, 
we were the rankest of amateurs at 
marriage and parenthood. Erma has al-
ways been my touchstone. Her faith in 
me has never wavered, and she took to 
mothering me as effortlessly as she 
took to mothering our daughters. In 
Erma Ora James Byrd runs the blood of 
a great line of mothers—fierce in their 
devotion to their families, vigilant in 
their care, loving in their manner. 

That same fierceness, vigilance, and 
devotion can be seen in women who 
bring their mothering skills to the of-
fice as well. I am so often impressed at 
the energy and ability of working 
mothers. Their ability to focus on their 
two big jobs—work and family—takes 
real dedication, precise time manage-
ment, and grueling endurance. Single 
mothers require those qualities in even 
greater measure. They often do not 
have someone who can help with the 
homework, share in the driving to 
school and practices, take turns stay-
ing home with sick children, put the 
children to bed or read them stories, or 
do any of the so-called ‘‘father’s jobs’’ 
of taking out the trash, mowing the 
lawn, fixing the car, or even drying the 
dishes. It takes superhuman strength 
to keep up that level of effort at home 
while still earning a living. I do not 
think that, as a society, we have made 
it easy for mothers, and especially for 
single mothers, to do their twin jobs. 
We need to find better ways to help 
women balance work and motherhood. 
We need their skills and talents in the 
workforce, but we also need their skills 
and talent at home, building our Na-
tion’s future. 

I know of some women, in West Vir-
ginia and throughout the country, who 
have found themselves in the single 
mother category after the tragic loss of 
their husbands in battles in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. They have had to deal 
with their own and their children’s 
grief, the loss of their husband’s in-
come, and making a new home for 
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