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Mr. Luther Deaton, Jr. A native of 
Breathitt County, KY, Mr. Deaton is an 
esteemed banker, revered community 
leader, inspiring mentor, and caring fa-
ther. 

Luther began his career in the bank-
ing industry as an assistant manager 
and teller with Central Bank & Trust 
Co. in Lexington in 1978. Little did he 
know that initial exposure would lead 
to a lifetime of professional achieve-
ments. Possessed with a resolute and 
unshakeable determination to advance 
his employer’s cause, Luther rapidly 
rose through the company’s ranks. In 
January 1996, the Board of Directors 
promoted Luther to president and CEO 
of Central Bank, and in March 2002, he 
was named chairman of the bank. He 
also serves as the chairman of Com-
merce Lexington, Inc., which seeks to 
expand and attract economic develop-
ment in central Kentucky. 

While Central Bank has flourished 
under Luther, it is his leadership pres-
ence in central Kentucky I admire 
most. His formidable array of accom-
plishments directly results from his 
passion to improve the quality of life 
for his fellow Kentuckians. In Sep-
tember 1997, the Lexington Theological 
Seminary named Luther as the second 
recipient of the John R. Wooden 
Award, an honor given to layman 
whose life shows commitment to, and 
active involvement in, a faith commu-
nity and evidence of putting one’s faith 
to work for the welfare of humankind. 
In 2001, he was the recipient of the Gov-
ernor’s Economic Development Leader-
ship Award for the State of Kentucky. 
Additionally, the Junior Achievement 
of the Bluegrass inducted Luther into 
the 2004 Bluegrass Business Hall of 
Fame, due to his labor and vision to 
improve the quality of life in the Blue-
grass area. 

Later this month, Luther will be the 
honoree at the Volunteers of America 
Tribute Dinner in Lexington, KY. Here 
the community will have an oppor-
tunity to thank him for all of his con-
tributions and honor his achievements. 

Mr. President, today I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring and rec-
ognizing one of Kentucky’s pre-emi-
nent professionals, Mr. Luther Deaton, 
Jr. 

f 

ROSEMARY VITAVEC 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to congratulate Rosemary Vitavec, a 
third grade teacher at Walter Bracken 
Magnet School in Las Vegas, who was 
selected as one of 95 winners from 
across the Nation for the Presidential 
Award for Mathematics and Science 
Teaching for 2004. 

The awards were created in 1983 and 
are administered by the White House 
and the National Science Foundation. 
Each year the program recognizes out-
standing mathematics and science 
teachers from across the United States 
and four U.S. jurisdictions for their 
contributions in the classroom and to 
their profession. 

This distinction highlights the funda-
mental importance of math and science 
education in preparing our Nation’s 
students for the global economy. It 
also highlights the outstanding work 
done at Bracken Magnet School in em-
phasizing math and science learning 
with technology. 

Mrs. Vitavec, a 23-year veteran, has 
taught in the Clark County School Dis-
trict for 12 years. 

I salute Rosemary Vitavec for her 
service and dedication to the students 
of Clark County, and extend my best 
wishes for a successful future. 

f 

SCHOOL SAFETY PATROLLERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize several young people who 
were recently selected by the American 
Automobile Association to receive spe-
cial awards for their work as school 
safety patrollers. 

More than 500,000 students in 50,000 
schools across the country participate 
in AAA’s School Safety Patrol pro-
gram. These young people have taken 
on the important responsibility of 
making the streets around their 
schools safer for their classmates. 
Though their responsibilities are often 
routine, the patrollers on occasion 
must place themselves in harm’s way 
in order to save lives. It is my honor 
today to recognize six students who 
were selected to receive the AAA Life-
saver Award for their selfless and he-
roic actions in fulfilling their duties as 
patrollers as well as the National 
Patroller of the Year. 

The first AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is Jessica Zeiter, a 10-year-old 
student at Huron Park Elementary 
School in Roseville, MI. On February 9, 
2004, Jessica was on a patrol when a 
pickup truck driver sped on icy snow in 
heavy traffic. The driver probably 
could not have stopped even if he had 
seen the small first grade student step 
into the street, but fortunately Jessica 
quickly grabbed the student by the 
coat and pulled her back to safety. 
Others who were at the crosswalk that 
day thought the child was going to be 
hit and were shocked that she was 
saved. 

The second AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is Michelle Grimm, a 12-year- 
old student at Weems Elementary 
School in Manassas, VA. On March 5, 
2004, a kindergarten student fell off of 
the sidewalk and was lying directly in 
the path of a school bus. The student 
was struggling to get up but could not 
regain his balance because of his heavy 
book bag. The bus driver did not see 
the child lying in the street, but 
Michelle ran to the student’s aid, help-
ing him out of the way of the approach-
ing bus. 

The third AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is Estefan Santos, a 10-year-old 
student at Jackson Road Elementary 
School in Silver Spring, MD. On Sep-
tember 10, 2004, a 6-year-old child broke 
free from his sister’s care and ran to 
cross the street towards her father who 

was waiting in his car. Estefan realized 
that the 6-year-old was not going to 
stop at the corner and held him back 
from the approaching traffic. Though 
bitten and kicked while holding the 6- 
year-old back, Estefan undoubtedly 
saved the child’s life that day. 

The fourth AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is also from Maryland. Her 
name is Pytrce Avonnia Farmer, and 
she is a student at Eva Turner Elemen-
tary School in Waldorf. On October 4, 
2004, a 6-year-old child was waiting on 
the street curb under Pytrce’s direc-
tion. The child’s mother, however, 
moved her car forward into the second 
lane of traffic, and the child stepped 
into the street without noticing an-
other car approaching. Pytrce acted 
quickly and bravely to pull the child 
from the path of the car. The child’s 
mother has said that her son would not 
be alive today if not for Pytrce. 

The fifth AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is Jared Smith, an 11-year-old 
student at Combee Elementary School 
in Lakeland, FL. On January 7, 2005, a 
7-year-old student dashed past the 
group of children who were waiting for 
a van to pick them up, darting out into 
the path of the van. Fortunately, Jared 
stopped her before she was hit, though 
the van was only a few feet away. 

The sixth AAA Lifesaver Award re-
cipient is Naomi Wall, an 11-year-old 
student at Dan Emmett Elementary 
School in Mount Vernon, OH. On 
March 19, 2004, a 5-year-old student 
named Braden walked into the road, 
obeying a walk sign though against his 
sister Naomi’s patrol flag telling him 
to stop. At the same time, a car had 
run a red light and was headed right 
for a car going through the intersec-
tion. Had Naomi not held her brother 
back by the arm, he would have been in 
the middle of the crash. 

In addition to honoring these six 
brave patrollers, AAA also recognizes 
one student as National Patroller of 
the Year for demonstrating leadership 
qualities, strong academic perform-
ance, and civic involvement. This year, 
the National Patroller of the Year is 
Deanna Constantino, a fifth grader at 
Cross Street School in Williston Park, 
NY. Deanna is a member of the student 
council, serves on the school news-
paper, has been a Girl Scout for 4 
years, and participates in charitable 
fundraising activities through her 
school. Deanna, like all the other safe-
ty patrollers recognized by AAA, is 
clearly an impressive young person 
with tremendous potential. 

I also thank AAA for making the 
school safety program possible. The 
program has helped save many lives 
over the years and has made our 
schools safer for our students, though, 
as the stories of the Lifesaver Award 
recipients demonstrate, the streets 
around our schools are not safe enough. 
That is why I have worked for the last 
2 years to create a national Safe 
Routes to School program. This pro-
gram would fund safety improvements 
on roads near schools so that children 
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can safely walk or ride their bicycles 
to school. I hope Congress passes my 
program this year, but whether or not 
it does, I am comforted to know that 
500,000 AAA patrollers across the Na-
tion will be working hard to keep the 
streets around our schools safe. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR JEFFORDS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I spoke 

on the floor last week to briefly re-
count some of the many reasons that 
Vermont and the Nation will miss the 
leadership, the independence and the 
decency of Senator JIM JEFFORDS when 
he chooses to retire from the Senate at 
the end of his current term. 

Since then there have been many 
news articles and editorials that have 
also catalogued and described various 
aspects of JIM JEFFORDS’ distinguished 
legacy. As is often the case when he 
writes about the events and issues of 
the day, Emerson Lynn, the publisher 
of the St. Albans Messenger in my 
home State of Vermont, did this par-
ticularly well. I would like to share his 
editorial with the members of the Sen-
ate. 

I ask unanimous consent that Emer-
son Lynn’s recent editorial about Sen-
ator JEFFORDS be printed in the 
RECORD 

There being no objection, the edi-
torial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the St. Albans Messenger, Apr. 21, 
2005] 

JEFFORDS LEAVES BEFORE HIS TIME, 
ACCOMPLISHES MUCH 

Senator Jim Jeffords, who turned Washing-
ton’s political world upside down 4 years ago 
with his defection from the Republican 
Party, Wednesday turned Vermont’s polit-
ical world upside down with his announce-
ment not to seek reelection. 

He said it was time to begin a new chapter 
in a life that for 38 years has been dominated 
by an election cycle that began as a state 
senator from Rutland in 1967, to Attorney 
General in 1969, to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1974 to the United States 
Senate in 1988. He has represented Vermont 
in one office or another for almost four dec-
ades. If that is a chapter, most our lives can 
be explained in a paragraph. 

Wednesday’s announcement was the sad af-
firmation of what many of those close to the 
Senator had feared: his health is less than 
optimum and his wife, Liz, is battling cancer 
and about to undergo a third round of chem-
otherapy. At some point the question is 
more akin to the clap of thunder to our bet-
ter senses: is being senator worth one’s 
health; is it worth not being able to pay the 
proper attention to one’s wife who is bat-
tling cancer, and, is the twilight of one’s life 
best spent with one’s children, and an ex-
pected grandchild, or with the churlish likes 
of Tom DeLay and the hard right that have 
stolen a sense of civility and class from the 
Senate? For anyone not suffering from the 
hubris that often comes attached to the posi-
tion, the choice is clear and Jim Jeffords 
made that choice with grace and perspective. 

He also did the honorable thing politically. 
He announced his retirement with sufficient 
time for both parties to give thoughtful con-
sideration as to how to approach the Novem-
ber 2006 race. He could have waited. He 
didn’t, and in so doing reinforced the integ-
rity that has characterized his career. 

And his has been a remarkable career. The 
history books will undoubtedly begin their 
biographies noting the impact of his May, 
2001 decision to bolt from a Republican party 
he said had left its moorings. But the sen-
ator’s accomplishments extend far beyond 
one’s party allegiance. As Vermont’s attor-
ney general he played a pivotal role in the 
implementation of Act 250, and the law to 
outlaw billboards. No Vermont politician has 
had a greater impact on dairy farming, nor 
does any politician have a better under-
standing of the industry and its needs. There 
isn’t a single bit of legislation dealing with 
special education [or education in general] 
that doesn’t have his fingerprints on it in 
one fashion or another. The same can be said 
of his years in the Senate when dealing with 
the environment. He was also a passionate 
defender of the arts. What he has accom-
plished will endure beyond fame’s notori-
ously short life. 

It’s axiomatic that this was not the 
choreographed conclusion of his choosing. 
His desire was to win reelection as an inde-
pendent, thereby vindicating a personally 
wrenching decision to leave the Republican 
Party. Life’s bows cannot be so neatly tied 
and those who try find them but ropes of 
sand that disintegrate in the twisting. 

Sadly, we are in an age that exploits one’s 
natural fissures as though they were fatal 
flaws of one’s character. One’s 
vulnerabilities are extrapolated into insur-
mountable deficiencies, as if there were only 
sun and no shadows, all light, no darkness. 
The senator knows only too well how that 
game is played. The Yale/Harvard educated 
man will be known more for a twisted tongue 
than a clear mind, as if being articulate were 
a higher calling than being thoughtful. 

In the end, it’s not what others think of 
you but the joy you carry in your toil. And, 
in the end, it is Mr. Jeffords that wears the 
smile, not his accusers. He is like Sisyphus 
in Albert Camus’ ‘‘Myth of Sisyphus’’, the 
character in Greek mythology who was con-
demned for eternity to roll a boulder up a 
hill, only to have it roll back down again. 
Camus made the convincing argument that 
Sisyphus’ lot was not tragic, but uplifting. 
He could smile at the absurd because he un-
derstood it as such. 

Camus concluded by writing: ‘‘I leave Sisy-
phus at the foot of the mountain! One I al-
ways finds one’s burden again. But Sisyphus 
teaches the higher fidelity that negates the 
gods and raises rocks. He too concludes that 
all is well. This universe henceforth without 
a master seems to him neither sterile nor fu-
tile. Each atom of that stone, each mineral 
flake of that night filled mountain, in itself 
forms a world. The struggle itself toward the 
heights is enough to fill a man’s heart. One 
must imagine Sisyphus happy.’’ 

We imagine Mr. Jeffords’ heart is full and 
that he is happy. He should be remembered 
as such. 

The clamor to claim his political perch has 
begun and din, at times, will overwhelm. 
What Vermonters can hope for is that all fol-
lowers choose Mr. Jeffords’ path of integrity 
and independence. 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to acknowledge and com-
memorate April 24, 2005, the 90th anni-
versary of the beginning of the Arme-
nian Genocide and to urge all Ameri-
cans to join together to ensure that 
these crimes never happen again. 

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman Em-
pire began arresting hundreds of Arme-

nian intellectuals, most of whom were 
subsequently executed. What soon fol-
lowed can only be described as a trag-
edy that shocked the human con-
science: by some estimates, over a mil-
lion Armenians were killed, and an-
other 500,000 were driven from their 
homes. These events marked the 20th 
century’s first experience with such 
atrocities, and, sadly, they would not 
be the last. 

Maya Angelou, the famous poet and 
civil rights activist once said: 

History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot 
be unlived, but if faced with courage, need 
not be lived again. 

Indeed it is our duty to remember 
this horrific tragedy, and face the 
crimes of humanity with unflinching 
determination, courage, and moral for-
titude so that they never happen again. 

As a country founded on the prin-
ciples of justice, equality, and liberty, 
the United States must take a leader-
ship role in preventing genocide. 

I am proud that the Armenian Amer-
ican community in my home State of 
California—over 500,000 strong—has 
taken such a leadership role in ensur-
ing that the U.S. lives up to its values 
by acknowledging the crimes of the 
past and taking action against the 
crimes of the present and future. Their 
determination and perseverance is a 
testament to the human spirit and the 
ability to overcome injustice and build 
a better tomorrow. 

Today, we stand with the Armenian 
American community in commemo-
rating the start of the Armenian Geno-
cide, and together we stand with those 
around the world who face persecution 
and even death simply because of who 
they are. They must know they are not 
alone and those who commit these 
crimes must know we are watching. 

We will never forget the Armenian 
Genocide as we look to the future with 
courage and determination. 

f 

FEDERAL REFUSAL CLAUSE 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I op-

pose the Federal refusal clause. The 
Republican leadership was wrong to in-
clude such a broad refusal clause in the 
fiscal year 2005 Omnibus Appropria-
tions bill. The clause was never voted 
on by the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee; it was inserted into the bill be-
hind closed doors. 

The clause would allow health care 
firms to refuse to comply with existing 
Federal, State, and local laws and reg-
ulations that pertain to abortion serv-
ices, counseling, and referrals. 

Supporters of the clause claim it sim-
ply clarifies existing law. But far from 
clarifying it, sweeping new changes 
would be enacted that would be dev-
astating to women’s health. 

The reality is that no Federal law 
forces individuals to provide abortion 
care. The Church amendment, adopted 
in 1973, enacted a new refusal clause. It 
explicitly protects individuals who ob-
ject to providing abortion because of 
their religious beliefs or moral convic-
tions. Broader refusal clauses, such as 
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