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Foreign Relations Committee on Sep-
tember 9, Secretary Powell declared 
that ‘‘the evidence corroborates the 
specific intent of the perpetrators to 
destroy ’a group in whole or in part’.’’ 
This begs the question: if Darfur, why 
not Armenia? Did the Ottomans not 
seek to destroy the Armenians to this 
same extent? 

Although Americans of Armenian or-
igin, many of whom came to this coun-
try fleeing persecution and looking to 
rebuild, make up a relatively small 
community among the multitudes that 
comprise our Nation, they have en-
riched our national life beyond propor-
tion to their numbers, in the arts and 
sciences, in medicine, in business, and 
in the daily life of communities across 
the Nation. I support Americans of Ar-
menian origin in calling for recogni-
tion of the genocide committed against 
their relatives 90 years and just a few 
generations ago. In recognizing this 
tragedy, we reinforce our commitment 
to building a world in which history 
will not repeat itself. 

f 

SENATOR GAYLORD NELSON AND 
EARTH DAY 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today I 
rise to recognize one of our most 
prominent Wisconsinites, Gaylord Nel-
son, the founder of Earth Day—and a 
man who was a driving force for the 
way the American people and the world 
view the environment and environ-
mental conservation. 

Gaylord Nelson was truly a pioneer 
who had the vision of starting a na-
tional day to protect and celebrate our 
environment when it was not politi-
cally popular. What started out as an 
idea in the early 1960s blossomed into a 
national day of observance with an es-
timated 20 million demonstrators par-
ticipating in the first Earth Day in 
1970. Today there will be an estimated 
500 million people in 167 countries tak-
ing part in Earth Day. 

All over the country, Americans 
heard about the dangers of lead in our 
water and air, pesticides in our drink-
ing water, and chemicals in our soil. 
An informed public brought pressure 
on Congress and the President to act. 
The movement that started that first 
Earth Day led to the Clean Air Act, the 
Clean Water Act, the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act, and 
Superfund legislation. These are the 
foundation of our environmental law 
today, and they would not have been 
possible without the work and vision of 
Senator Gaylord Nelson. 

Senator Nelson entered public service 
in 1948, after serving 4 years in the 
military during World War II. He 
served as a Wisconsin State senator, 
Governor, and then as a U.S. Senator 
for 18 years. As Governor, he was 
known for conservation efforts and pre-
serving wetlands long before those 
causes became popular nationally. As a 
Senator, he built on his environ-
mentalist reputation to further issues 
including the preservation of the Appa-

lachian Trail corridor and the creation 
of the national trail system. 

Earth Day also reminds us that we 
need to work internationally. We need 
to engage developing economies like 
China, India, and Russia to head off 
major environmental disasters. We are 
not on this planet alone, and we can no 
longer pretend that environmental 
damage around the globe does not 
come back to haunt us. Senator Nelson 
understood that lesson almost 40 years 
ago, and he has been teaching it to the 
rest of us ever since. 

The ideas of Gaylord Nelson are just 
as important today as they were 35 
years ago. The progress that followed 
in the wake of the first Earth Day 
must not be forgotten. As a nation and 
as neighbors in the world we must con-
tinue to demand for higher account-
ability and higher environmental 
standards. Today is a reminder for all 
people to recommit themselves to envi-
ronmental stewardship and to thank 
Gaylord Nelson for focusing us on how 
we impact the environment that sus-
tains us—and the legacy we owe to the 
generations that follow us. 

f 

‘‘GENTLEMAN’’ JIM JEFFORDS 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to our friend and 
colleague from Vermont, JIM JEF-
FORDS, who announced on Wednesday 
that he will not seek re-election to a 
fourth term in the Senate in 2006. 

If anyone has earned the right to re-
tire from politics, it is JIM JEFFORDS. 
JIM began his public service in 1956, 
when he was just 22. He joined the 
Navy and served on active duty until 
1959, when he entered Harvard Law 
School. He was elected to the Vermont 
State Senate in 1966, nearly 40 years 
ago. Two years later, he was elected 
State attorney general, and he served 
in that capacity until 1973. 

He was elected to the United States 
House of Representatives in 1974. I 
think that was a testament to the re-
spect and affection that Vermonters 
have for JIM. As my colleagues may re-
call, 1974 was a pretty tough year for 
Republicans to get elected. 

JIM served in the House for 14 years, 
distinguishing himself on the Agri-
culture Committee and the Education 
and Labor Committee. He showed his 
fiercely independent streak in 1981 
when he was the lone House Republican 
to vote against President Reagan’s tax 
cuts that caused budget deficits to ex-
plode. 

In 1988, JIM was elected to the Sen-
ate, replacing another esteemed 
Vermont Republican, former Senator 
Robert Stafford. In three terms in the 
Senate, JIM has chaired the Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Com-
mittee and the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee. 

It is customary for Members of Con-
gress to focus on a few issues during 
their career. JIM is unusual because he 
has significant accomplishments in so 
many areas. 

Over the course of his 30-year career 
in Congress, JIM has had an enormous 
impact on every education and job 
training bill, including the elementary 
and secondary education and the high-
er education reauthorization bills and 
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act, IDEA; every farm bill; the 
Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact; 
and every environmental protection 
bill, including the landmark 1990 Clean 
Air Act amendments that established 
the ‘‘cap and trade’’ program for sulfur 
dioxide that has done so much to re-
duce acid rain in our part of the coun-
try. JIM has also been one of the 
staunchest and most effective advo-
cates for the arts, humanities, librar-
ies, and museums. And he has been a 
tireless champion of the women, in-
fants and children, WIC, nutrition pro-
gram. 

Back home in his beloved Vermont, 
he is known as ‘‘Gentleman Jim.’’ And 
he is a gentleman, one of the most de-
cent and thoughtful Members ever to 
have served in the Senate. 

Because he is so soft-spoken and 
moderate, people underestimate him. 
Or at least they did, until he decided 
that President Bush and the Repub-
lican majorities in Congress were tak-
ing our country in the wrong direction. 

I know that leaving the Republican 
Party and becoming an Independent 
was one of the toughest decisions JIM 
has ever made. But he believed it was 
the right thing to do, so he did it, with 
his characteristic humility and with-
out any rancor. 

The Senate will be a poorer place 
without JIM JEFFORDS’ expertise and 
civility. But as I said a moment ago, if 
anyone has earned the right to retire, 
it is JIM JEFFORDS. 

I know he wants to get back to 
Vermont and help his wife Liz battle 
cancer. Liz lost her sister recently, and 
their son-in-law will be deployed to 
Iraq soon. So JIM and Liz and their 
family are especially in our thoughts 
and prayers right now. 

We will miss JIM JEFFORDS, but his-
tory will mark his heroism and his 
enormous contribution to life in Amer-
ica. For that, we are eternally grateful. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNITION OF DARLEEN 
HORTON 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I speak 
today in honor of Darleen Horton, a 
teacher at Chenoweth Elementary in 
Louisville, KY. Ms. Horton was re-
cently selected by President Bush to 
receive the Presidential Award for Ex-
cellency in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching. Ms. Horton was chosen based 
on her passion for her subjects and her 
dedication to her students. 

The Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching identifies outstanding mathe-
matics and science teachers in all 50 
States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the U.S. Territories and the 
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U.S. Department of Defense Schools. 
This year the awards focused on K–6th 
grade teachers. Each teacher receives 
$10,000 and a trip to our Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

The requirements for this award are 
difficult to attain and demand a great 
deal of effort on the part of the teach-
er. It is only given to those teachers 
who embody excellence in teaching, 
demonstrate devotion to the students, 
and are able to uphold the high stand-
ards that exemplify American edu-
cation at its finest. It recognizes the 
important contributions teachers make 
to American young people and to the 
promise of America’s future. 

I am very proud of this Kentucky 
teacher’s accomplishments. Since she 
began teaching in 1958, she has been an 
inspiration to many students. In the 
news release concerning the Award, 
one of Ms. Horton’s students was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘Teaching is the art 
of making learning irresistible.’’ I have 
no doubt which teacher that student 
was talking about. I congratulate Ms. 
Horton on her ability to make learning 
irresistible and I thank her for the 
work she has done to educate the next 
generation of Americans.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE AMERICAN 
LEGACY FOUNDATION ON RE-
CEIVING THE EPA CHILDREN’S 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
AWARD 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President. I con-
gratulate the American Legacy Foun-
dation on the occasion of yesterday’s 
announcement by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency that the 
Foundation is a recipient of the agen-
cy’s Children’s Environmental Health 
Award. 

The widespread use of tobacco and 
devastating effects of secondhand 
smoke create a serious environmental 
health risk for America’s children. 
Since its inception 5 years ago, the 
American Legacy Foundation, a non- 
profit health organization dedicated to 
building a world where young people 
reject tobacco and anyone can quit, has 
worked to discourage adult and youth 
tobacco use and reduce the effects of 
secondhand smoke. 

Passive exposure through secondhand 
smoke, or environmental tobacco 
smoke, puts children at risk for a 
range of negative health consequences 
including asthma, ear infections, bron-
chitis, pneumonia, reduced lung func-
tion, respiratory infection, and other 
chronic respiratory symptoms. Accord-
ing to current population survey data, 
13.8 million kids ages 0 to 17 are ex-
posed to secondhand smoke and 22 per-
cent of middle school students and 24 
percent of high school students are ex-
posed to secondhand smoke in the 
home. American Legacy’s campaigns 
and programs to reduce smoking are 
helping to reduce the number of young 
people breathing environmental to-
bacco smoke. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy is recognizing the Foundation be-

cause of its initiatives to address the 
negative health effects of tobacco. Out-
reach efforts include public awareness 
campaigns and initiatives designed to 
educate and empower youth to take ac-
tion against the environmental health 
threat that smoking and secondhand 
smoke poses to them. 

It is with great pleasure today that I 
commend the agency for its program of 
recognition and the American Legacy 
Foundation for its award. ∑ 

f 

RANDY WHITE: AN IDAHO HERO 
∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, many 
times over the past few years that our 
military men and women have served 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, we have heard 
the accounts of combat, injury and 
death. Sometimes, we can lose sight of 
the fact that there are people here at 
home who put their lives on the line 
every day in the execution of their law 
enforcement duties. In September 2003, 
Randy White, a courageous police offi-
cer and 16-year veteran of the 
Minidoka County Sheriff’s Office put 
his life on the line to protect innocent 
bystanders and fellow officers from in-
jury and death. In the course of appre-
hending a fugitive from an Idaho bank 
robbery in Jackpot, NV, Randy sus-
tained gunshots to his abdomen and 
legs, one of which was at point-blank 
range. He still suffers from these inju-
ries, but returned to work very shortly 
following his harrowing experience and 
has not allowed the extent of his inju-
ries to derail his work and activities. 

Randy and his wife SunDee have four 
children, Jared, Jordan, Michelle and 
Dalen. Randy is active in the LDS 
church in Rupert, ID, serving as high 
priest group leader. He has devoted 
many years to the Boy Scouts, first 
serving as a Cub Scout Master for 10 
years and then a Scout Master for 8. He 
now holds the position of Scout Com-
mittee Chairman. A third generation 
Idahoan, Randy spent 10 years on ac-
tive duty with the Navy and 19 years in 
the Navy Reserves. His active duty 
time included a tour in Vietnam. Along 
with his devotion to his family and 
dedication to his job and community, 
he has retained his sense of humor, 
even in the recent trauma he experi-
enced. He said this when asked about 
the shooting, ‘‘I spent two years in 
Vietnam and was shot at many times 
but never hit. I came back to sleepy 
Idaho and rural Nevada and got shot 
three times!’’ Randy is a courageous, 
hard-working father, husband and com-
munity leader. I wish him well as he 
continues his recovery, and congratu-
late him on his selection to be the new 
Rupert Chief of Police. Today, he is 
being awarded the FBI Shield of Brav-
ery and Star Award in Rupert, ID. I am 
honored to recognize Randy’s bravery 
and courage today in the United States 
Senate, as well as the bravery and 
courage of all other Americans in law 
enforcement across our country. Randy 
embodies the spirit of the great State 
of Idaho. We are all extremely fortu-

nate that individuals like this excep-
tional man we honor today protect our 
freedom here at home. ∑ 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
SECRETARY JAMES ELLENBECKER 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that I recognize the 
leadership and many achievements of 
South Dakota Secretary of Social 
Services James Ellenbecker. Secretary 
Ellenbecker embodies the highest 
qualities of public service and has de-
servedly earned the respect and admi-
ration of all those who have had the 
opportunity to work with him. After 35 
years of public service, Secretary 
Ellenbecker is retiring as South Dako-
ta’s Secretary of Social Services, leav-
ing behind an extraordinary legacy. 

Secretary Ellenbecker began his ca-
reer with the South Dakota govern-
ment in 1970, and has since dedicated 
his life to serving the citizens of South 
Dakota. Working for the State Plan-
ning Agency and then the Department 
of Labor, he ultimately found himself 
in the Department of Social Services 
after providing then-Governor Bill 
Janklow with information he urgently 
needed late one Friday afternoon. Fol-
lowing their encounter, Governor 
Janklow appointed James Secretary of 
Social Services in 1980, a post he has 
held ever since. 

During his 25 year tenure as sec-
retary, under the leadership of four dif-
ferent governors, Secretary Ellen-
becker played a vital role in enhancing 
South Dakota’s Social Services infra-
structure. As head of one of the largest 
and most complex agencies in the 
state, he promoted innovations which 
significantly enhanced its treatment of 
the elderly, children and single parent 
families. His influence on South Dako-
ta’s 1988 Elderly Initiative resulted in a 
responsive, efficient, and cost-effective 
long-term care system for the elderly, 
thus easing the burdens many families 
face both financially and emotionally. 
Under this new plan, more aged resi-
dents could live at home and maintain 
their independence. 

Secretary Ellenbecker is also respon-
sible for transforming South Dakota’s 
welfare program. As a result of his vi-
sion and dedication, South Dakota has 
one of the most successful child sup-
port programs in the country. His 
strategy improved the lives of count-
less single parents by holding absent 
parents financially responsible for 
their children. Similarly, 67,000 unin-
sured children in South Dakota gained 
access to health care as a result of Sec-
retary Ellenbecker’s diligent manage-
ment of South Dakota’s medical serv-
ices program. 

I had the privilege of working with 
Secretary Ellenbecker during my years 
of service in the South Dakota Legisla-
ture. Throughout my years in Con-
gress, when constituents contacted my 
office with issues involving the South 
Dakota Department of Social Services, 
I could always rely upon Secretary 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 00:56 Apr 23, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G22AP6.019 S22PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-17T11:55:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




