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skilled nursing facilities and to provide in-
centives to skilled nursing facilities to im-
prove the quality of care provided by those 
facilities by linking the amount of payment 
under the medicare program to quality re-
porting and performance requirements, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. BURR, and Mr. DODD): 

S. 709. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish a grant program to 
provide supportive services in permanent 
supportive housing for chronically homeless 
individuals, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. 
LUGAR, and Mr. BINGAMAN): 

S. 710. A bill to amend titles XIX and XXI 
of the Social Security Act to provide States 
with the option to expand or add coverage of 
pregnant women under the medicaid and 
State children’s health insurance programs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. STEVENS): 

S. 711. A bill to amend the Methane Hy-
drate Research and Development Act of 2000 
to reauthorize that Act and to promote the 
research, identification, assessment, explo-
ration, and development of methane hydrate 
resources; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. LOTT, and Mr. COCH-
RAN): 

S. 712. A bill to require a study and report 
regarding the designation of a new interstate 
route from Augusta, Georgia to Natchez, 
Mississippi; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. AKAKA, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. 
BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, 
Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. 
DEWINE, Mr. DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. 
DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
JEFFORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. MCCAIN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
SALAZAR, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 
SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, 

Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 95. A resolution relating to the 
death of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr. 
COBURN): 

S. Res. 96. A resolution commemorating 
the tenth anniversary of the attack on the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 8 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 8, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit tak-
ing minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions. 

S. 35 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 35, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
credit for production of electricity 
from wind. 

S. 43 
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
43, a bill to provide certain enhance-
ments to the Montgomery GI Bill Pro-
gram for certain individuals who serve 
as members of the Armed Forces after 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, and for other purposes. 

S. 46 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 46, a bill to authorize the ex-
tension of unconditional and perma-
nent nondiscriminatory treatment 
(permanent normal trade relations 
treatment) to the products of Ukraine, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 65 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 65, a bill to amend the age restric-
tions for pilots. 

S. 77 
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 77, a bill to amend titles 10 and 38, 
United States Code, to improve death 
benefits for the families of deceased 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 119 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 119, a bill to provide for 
the protection of unaccompanied alien 
children, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
119, supra. 

S. 147 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 147, a bill to express the policy of the 
United States regarding the United 
States relationship with Native Hawai-
ians and to provide a process for the 
recognition by the United States of the 
Native Hawaiian governing entity. 

S. 186 

At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. HATCH) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 186, a bill to prohibit the use of 
Department of Defense funds for any 
study related to the transportation of 
chemical munitions across State lines. 

S. 241 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 241, a bill to amend sec-
tion 254 of the Communications Act of 
1934 to provide that funds received as 
universal service contributions and the 
universal service support programs es-
tablished pursuant to that section are 
not subject to certain provisions of 
title 31, United States Code, commonly 
known as the Antideficiency Act. 

S. 260 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 260, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to provide 
technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners to restore, enhance, 
and manage private land to improve 
fish and wildlife habitats through the 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram. 

S. 268 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 268, a bill to provide 
competitive grants for training court 
reporters and closed captioners to meet 
requirements for realtime writers 
under the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, and for other purposes. 

S. 300 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
300, a bill to extend the temporary in-
crease in payments under the medicare 
program for home health services fur-
nished in a rural area. 

S. 333 

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
MARTINEZ) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 333, a bill to hold the 
current regime in Iran accountable for 
its threatening behavior and to support 
a transition to democracy in Iran. 

S. 337 

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor 
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of S. 337, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to revise the age 
and service requirements for eligibility 
to receive retired pay for non-regular 
service, to expand certain authorities 
to provide health care benefits for Re-
serves and their families, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 339 
At the request of Mr. REID, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) and the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to reaf-
firm the authority of States to regu-
late certain hunting and fishing activi-
ties. 

S. 347 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the names of the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), 
the Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON) and the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) were added as cosponsors of S. 
347, a bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act and 
title III of the Public Health Service 
Act to improve access to information 
about individuals’ health care oper-
ations and legal rights for care near 
the end of life, to promote advance 
care planning and decisionmaking so 
that individuals’ wishes are known 
should they become unable to speak for 
themselves, to engage health care pro-
viders in disseminating information 
about and assisting in the preparation 
of advance directives, which include 
living wills and durable powers of at-
torney for health care, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 352 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 352, a bill to revise cer-
tain requirements for H–2B employers 
and require submission of information 
regarding H–2B non-immigrants, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 357 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 357, a bill to expand and en-
hance postbaccalaureate opportunities 
at Hispanic-serving institutions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 359 
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 359, a bill to provide for the 
adjustment of status of certain foreign 
agricultural workers, to amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act to re-
form the H–2A worker program under 
that Act, to provide a stable, legal ag-
ricultural workforce, to extend basic 
legal protections and better working 
conditions to more workers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 394 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 

(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 394, a bill to promote accessi-
bility, accountability, and openness in 
Government by strengthening section 
552 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly referred to as the Freedom of In-
formation Act), and for other purposes. 

S. 403 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 403, a bill to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit 
taking minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions. 

S. 424 

At the request of Mr. BOND, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 424, a bill to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to provide for arthritis research and 
public health, and for other purposes. 

S. 432 

At the request of Mr. ALLEN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 432, a bill to establish a digital and 
wireless network technology program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 438 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 438, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 445 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 445, a resolution to 
amend part D of title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act, as added by the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improve-
ment, and Modernization Act of 2003, to 
provide for negotiation of fair prices 
for Medicare prescription drugs. 

S. 471 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 471, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for human embryonic stem cell re-
search. 

S. 484 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. SARBANES), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU) and 
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
COCHRAN) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 484, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal 
civilian and military retirees to pay 
health insurance premiums on a pretax 

basis and to allow a deduction for 
TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 489 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 489, a bill to amend chapter 111 of 
title 28, United States Code, to limit 
the duration of Federal consent decrees 
to which State and local governments 
are a party, and for other purposes. 

S. 492 
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
492, a bill to make access to safe water 
and sanitation for developing countries 
a specific policy objective of the United 
States foreign assistance programs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 495 
At the request of Mr. CORZINE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 495, a bill to impose sanctions 
against perpetrators of crimes against 
humanity in Darfur, Sudan, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 498 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
498, a bill to provide for expansion of 
electricity transmission networks in 
order to support competitive elec-
tricity markets, to ensure reliability of 
electric service, to modernize regula-
tion and for other purposes. 

S. 512 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 512, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to clas-
sify automatic fire sprinkler systems 
as 5-year property for purposes of de-
preciation. 

S. 526 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Ms. 
LANDRIEU) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 526, a bill to amend the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990 to provide incentive grants to im-
prove the quality of child care. 

S. 570 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the names of the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 570, a 
bill to amend title XVIII and XIX of 
the Social Security Act and title III of 
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove access to information about indi-
viduals’ health care options and legal 
rights for care near the end of life, to 
promote advance care planning and de-
cisionmaking so that individuals’ wish-
es are known should they become un-
able to speak for themselves, to engage 
health care providers in disseminating 
information about and assisting in the 
preparation of advance directives, 
which include living wills and durable 
powers of attorney for health care, and 
for other purposes. 
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S. 582 

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. ALLEN), the 
Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. CHAFEE), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. CORZINE), the 
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. COCH-
RAN), the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
DAYTON), the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAIG), the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. DEWINE), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mrs. DOLE), the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR), the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH), the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPEC-
TER), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. STEVENS), the Senator 
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. TALENT), 
the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY), the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. THOMAS), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. OBAMA), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER), 
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
SALAZAR), the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. DORGAN), the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. 
LANDRIEU) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 582, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the desegregation of the 
Little Rock Central High School in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 601 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 601, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to include combat pay in deter-
mining an allowable contribution to an 
individual retirement plan. 

S. 609 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 609, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to increase the pro-
vision of scientifically sound informa-
tion and support services to patients 

receiving a positive test diagnosis for 
Down syndrome or other prenatally di-
agnosed conditions. 

S. 626 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 626, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
access to diabetes self management 
training by designating certified diabe-
tes educators who are recognized by a 
nationally recognized certifying body 
and who meet the same quality stand-
ards set forth for other providers of di-
abetes self management training, as 
certified providers for purposes of out-
patient diabetes self-management 
training services under part B of the 
medicare program. 

S. 633 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 633, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of veterans who became disabled 
for life while serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

S. 642 
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 642, a bill to support certain na-
tional youth organizations, including 
the Boy Scouts of America, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 643 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 643, a bill to amend the Agricultural 
Credit Act of 1987 to reauthorize State 
mediation programs. 

S. 647 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 647, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to au-
thorize physical therapists to evaluate 
and treat medicare beneficiaries with-
out a requirement for a physician re-
ferral, and for other purposes. 

S. 663 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 663, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to allow self-employed individuals 
to deduct health insurance costs in 
computing self-employment taxes. 

S. RES. 83 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 83, a resolution commemorating 
the 65th Anniversary of the Black 
Press of America. 

AMENDMENT NO. 204 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 

(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 204 proposed to S. Con. 
Res. 18, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional 
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2006 and including 
the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2005 and 2007 through 2010. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BURNS: 
S. 696. A bill to amend the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 regarding the transfer of students 
from certain schools; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce a bill to amend the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act with regard to the transfer of stu-
dents from certain schools. The No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 includes a 
requirement that schools not meeting 
adequate yearly progress—the AYP— 
for 2 consecutive years must provide 
transfer within the school district, and 
if no such schools exist, make efforts 
to provide transfers between school dis-
tricts to the extent practical. This is 
the school choice provision. However, 
the current law’s guidance on school 
choice does not adequately define prac-
ticality or feasibility, and where defi-
nitions are provided, they are overly 
broad. 

We have just come off the Easter 
break. We had an opportunity to talk 
to a lot of educators and students. We 
return to our work starting today to 
make some significant—maybe not sig-
nificant changes, but little changes to 
No Child Left Behind to make it more 
practical and make it more common 
sense in States such as Montana. 

When we start looking at these maps, 
and as the President pro tempore 
leaves the Chamber, he understands 
what rural is when he looks at his 
State of Alaska. We are not nearly as 
big as Alaska. However, when we look 
at the State of Montana—and for those 
who wonder about distances and sizes, 
from the Yak, which is up in the north-
west corner of the State, to Alzada in 
the southeast corner, it is farther than 
it is from Chicago to Washington, DC. 
So there is a pretty fair chunk of land 
out here, and we have young folks who 
go to school in just about every part of 
the State. 

These are the elementary schools I 
am going to talk about as I speak on 
No Child Left Behind and the legisla-
tion I am introducing today. 

The bottom line is No Child Left Be-
hind is not a one-size-fits-all legisla-
tion. We have some of the greatest 
teachers there are in the country, and 
we have some of the brightest minds to 
teach. Accordingly, it is imperative 
that Congress continues to hear the 
needs and concerns of America’s rural 
education communities. 

Just to give my colleagues an idea, I 
had a little bit to do with the passage 
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