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This budget would also seriously
compromise conservation programs
that are used to restore our land and
clean our water. Perhaps most unset-
tling will be the cuts to food assistance
and nutrition programs, including food
stamps. In Vermont, 30 percent of chil-
dren live in low-income households
that depend on food stamps for their
basic needs and the medical safety net
for their healthcare.

Vermont, together with States
throughout the Nation, is facing a seri-
ous budget shortfall in providing the
most basic level of healthcare to our
most vulnerable citizens. Instead of
facing that fact and providing tem-
porary fiscal assistance to the States,
the President called for billions of dol-
lars in cuts in the Medicaid program,
which the Senate fortunately rejected.

I am most disappointed that the Sen-
ate did not vote to provide additional
funding for the Nation’s water infra-
structure. Spending on environmental
programs from the national parks to
programs that keep our water, land,
and air clean will have to be reduced if
this budget is enacted.

Priorities, it is all about priorities.

Even though education amendments
passed, which I supported, that added
money back to the Senate budget pro-
posal, that is still insufficient to ade-
quately fund important Federal edu-
cation initiatives. I remain concerned
that the budget resolution will elimi-
nate funding for several key education
programs, such as the $1.3 billion Per-
kins Career and Technical Education
Act. This is especially depressing since
just last week the Senate, on a vote of
99-0, passed the Perkins bill. Then just
a few days later, no funding is provided
in the budget to carry out the program
that was just passed.

In addition, the budget proposal does
not provide the meaningful increases
necessary to carry out the 4-year-old
No Child Left Behind Act and the up-
dated IDEA law that was enacted last
December.

President Bush often mentions that
education is a priority. He and I obvi-
ously define priority differently. To
me, priority means you pay for the
promises you make. I do not believe
priority means you sign laws requiring
more accountability to improve stu-
dent performance, and then, in the
next breath, send up a budget that
doesn’t provide the dollars needed to
carry out the purposes of those laws.

I have spent a substantial part of my
career calling for the full funding of
special education. When the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act
was enacted in 1975, Congress promised
to pay 40 percent of the cost. In the
current fiscal year, Congress will fi-
nance only 19 percent of the program,
forcing States and localities to make
up the difference.

I have tried to fulfill this promise in
each of the last few years by making
IDEA funding mandatory. The Presi-
dent and his allies have said that man-
datory funding is not necessary, that
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we can meet the promise of IDEA by
increasing funding by $1 billion each
yvear. In this budget, IDEA funding is
increased by only half of that amount.

This budget tells our children, their
parents, and our local taxpayers that
they are not a priority, and that we
will not keep our word.

There is no question we are living
through difficult budgetary times and
savings must be sought at every oppor-
tunity. But we must not delude the
American people into thinking that we
can cut taxes, fight wars overseas, im-
prove education, take care of our envi-
ronment, and repair the Nation’s trans-
portation and water infrastructure all
at the same time.

I could not support the budget reso-
lution because it did not adequately
fund important domestic programs and
promote tax cuts to the detriment of
other priorities. At the same time, it
did little to put our Nation’s fiscal
house in order.

————

TRIBUTE TO AMERICA’S HEROES
OF THE STORM

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President,
throughout the week of April 10, 2005,
The Weather Channel, based in At-
lanta, GA, will air a special series, en-
titled Heroes of the Storm, honoring
the Americans who performed the most
exciting rescues depicted in the net-
work’s acclaimed series Storm Stories.
Featured in the tribute will be 28 he-
roes from 15 States and the District of
Columbia. These heroes, like all who
risk their lives for others, deserve our
Nation’s admiration, recognition and
thanks. I ask unamious consent that
the following list of heroes be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Mary Teresa Bagshaw, Nurse, Crawford,
Colorado.

Richard Lee Fowler, Pilot, Longmont, Col-
orado.

Dawud Amin, Firefighter, New Haven, Con-
necticut.

Capt. Howard McCann, Firefighter, Madi-
son, Connecticut.

Brian Wetzler, US Coast Guard Pilot,
Washington, District of Columbia

Bradley Paul Brown, Paramedic (Retired),
Mt. Dora, Florida.

Alan Auricchio,
Penbroke, Maine.

Bart Cohey, Firefighter, Cordova, Mary-
land.

Melvin Lee Johnson, US Naval Reserves,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Robert Sebeck, Firefighter,
Maryland.

Petersen Niles Decker, US Naval Reserves,
Grosse Pointe, Michigan.

Orlin Anderson, Firefighter, Karlstad, Min-
nesota.

Gary Wayne Casper, Las Vegas PD, Las
Vegas, Nevada.

Clint Malburg, Las Vegas PD, Las Vegas,
Nevada.

James T. Mitchell, Las Vegas PD, North
Las Vegas, Nevada.

Richard G. Servoss, Las Vegas PD, Las
Vegas, Nevada.

George Marinkov,
Linwood, New Jersey.

Us Coast Guard,

Abingdon,

US Coast Guard,
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Warren Scott Adams, US Coast Guard,
Elizabeth City, North Carolina.

Lt Cmdr Joseph Edward Deer III, US Coast
Guard, Camden, North Carolina.

Jeffrey D. Kotson, US Coast Guard, Eliza-
beth City, North Carolina.

Peter O’Neill, Deputy Fire Chief, Grand
Forks, North Dakota.

William Bloom, Volunteer Ski Patrol (Re-
tired), Sprague River, Oregon.

Randy Benham, Park Ranger, Grants Pass,
Oregon.

Jim Allday, EMS, Austin, Texas.

Thomas Stephan Lott, Jr., Firefighter,
Round Rock, Texas.

Trevor Joseph Stokes, Firefighter, George-
town, Texas.

Tim Wallace,
Texas.

Philip Joseph Ornot, Jr., US Coast Guard,
Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Firefighter, Round Rock,

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RETIREMENT OF CAROL
DIBATTISTE

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to extend my best wishes to
Carol DiBattiste, whose last day as
deputy administrator of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration was
April 8, 2005. Carol DiBattiste is truly a
living textbook version of a ‘‘public
servant.” Her record is one of service
to country, of a strong leader who
gives unstintingly of herself to make
sure that America’s defenses against
terrorism are as strong as possible. I
know that Carol’s dedication to this
mission and strong leadership will be
sorely missed by her colleagues at TSA
and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Ms. DiBattiste arrived at TSA in
March of 2003 after more than 33 years
of public service and two years at a pri-
vate law firm. As the new Chief of Staff
at TSA, she brought with her a sense of
urgency that fit well in an agency com-
mitted to the security of the Nation’s
transportation system. Ms. DiBattiste
immediately put her unique experience
and skills to work as a member of the
TSA leadership team as it rushed to
meet its mission.

Hard work has characterized Ms.
DiBattiste’s public career. She enlisted
in the Air Force in 1971, earned her
B.A. degree magna cum laude in soci-
ology/criminal justice from LaSalle
University in 1976, her J.D. degree from
Temple University School of Law in
1981, and her Master of Laws degree
from Columbia TUniversity School of
Law in 1986.

Before retiring from the Air Force as
a major in 1991, her assignments in-
cluded serving as chief prosecutor for
the Pacific Region, faculty of the Air
Force Judge Advocate General School,
and chief recruiting attorney for the
Air  Force. Going  forward, Ms.
DiBattiste’s career took her to the De-
partment of Justice where she was an
Assistant United States Attorney for
the Southern District of Florida and
director of the Department’s Office of
Legal Education. In 1993, Ms.



April 4, 2005

DiBattiste served with the Department
of the Navy, where she was principal
deputy general counsel, the service’s
second-highest ranking lawyer. In that
role, she was responsible for resolving
several high-profile matters, including
the sexual harassment scandal dubbed
“Tailhook” and the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy cheating case.

In 1994, Ms. DiBattiste returned to
the Department of Justice as the direc-
tor of the Executive Office for United
States Attorneys. In that capacity, she
was instrumental in investigating the
Oklahoma City Bombing, Unabomber,
Olympic Park Bombing and TWA 800
airliner crash. Between 1997 and 1999,
she served with distinction as Deputy
United States Attorney for the South-
ern District of Florida. In 1999, Ms.
DiBattiste accepted the nomination of
former President Clinton and served as
Under Secretary of the Air Force
where, among other duties, she chaired
a task force that brokered an anti-har-
assment action plan for the Depart-
ment of Defense. Prior to joining TSA,
Ms. DiBattiste was a partner at Hol-
land & Knight LLP, where her practice
areas involved corporate diversity
counseling, government relations, and
criminal and civil litigation.

Last July, TSA Chief of Staff
DiBattiste became Deputy Adminis-
trator DiBattiste, a move that again
recognized her many talents and lead-
ership abilities. Deputy Administrator
DiBattiste and Administrator David
Stone have spearheaded the efforts to
make TSA a strong and mature per-
formance based Federal agency. But
even more importantly, Ms. DiBattiste
made it her mission at TSA to continu-
ously recruit new leaders and make
sure that every TSA employee—from
the screeners to the executive team—
understood their role in securing our
Nation. Finally, Carol made sure that
each of those employees understood
that: they were valued, their opinions
mattered, and that what they were
doing was important, even vital to
achieving TSA’s mission. For that, we
all owe Deputy Administrator
DiBattiste a great deal of gratitude.

It is instructive to read what some of
her friends and colleagues at TSA have
to say about Ms. DiBattiste. From Tom
Blank, the Chief Support Systems Offi-
cer: ‘“‘Many times the sky was actually
falling and when it was, Carol was in
charge of getting it put back up there
again—all the while with the greatest
sense of humor there is.” From The-
resa Bertucci, Assistant Administrator
for Intermodal Programs: ‘‘She always
pushed the entire organization towards
a level of excellence and commitment,
and never asked more of any person
that worked alongside her than she
asked of herself.” And addressing Ms.
DiBattiste, Tammy M. Meckley, Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Trans-
portation Security Policy, said: ‘‘Lead-
ership is what every employee craves,
thanks for keeping all of us well fed.”

In an interview with TSA’s news-
letter, the Sentinel, Ms. DiBattiste
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said of the agency’s efforts, ‘“Without
question, America is safer since the
stand-up of TSA, and TSA has done an
excellent job of protecting the home-
land. . . .” Then typically, she added
that ‘‘there is a lot more to do.”

Mr. President, I realize we have much
to accomplish here in the United
States Senate, but I felt it was impor-
tant that we thank this great Amer-
ican. I wish to congratulate Deputy
Administrator Carol DiBattiste on a
distinguished and selfless career; and
in closing, offer the thought that the
nation would be well-served if some-
time in the future she once again re-
joined the ranks of public servant.e

————

HONORABLE PETER B. TEETS

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President I rise
today to honor a distinguished Amer-
ican and patriot the Honorable Peter
B. Teets, former Acting Secretary of
the Air Force and Under Secretary of
the Air Force.

Secretary Teets left government
service on March 25, 2005 to join his
family in Colorado. He did so after four
years of selfless devotion to his coun-
try serving in what I would charac-
terize as four of the most important
jobs within the Department of De-
fense—as the senior official in the De-
partment of the Air Force responsible
for nearly 700,000 military, civilians,
and family members with budget au-
thority exceeding $110 billion dollars.
Simultaneously, Mr. Teets also served
as the Department of Defense Execu-
tive Agent for Space and as the Direc-
tor of the National Reconnaissance Of-
fice. In this later special capacity he
was responsible for the acquisition and
operation of all space-based reconnais-
sance and intelligence systems. I think
you would agree Mr. President, Pete
Teets was an extraordinary public serv-
ant possessing uncompromising stand-
ards, superior managerial skills and a
keen analytical mind wherein he was
able to exact the most from the mili-
tary service he represented and the
programs he supervised. His quest for
perfection across the board will long be
remembered both within and outside
the Department.

Prior to joining the Department of
Defense, Pete Teets worked in industry
for nearly four decades serving first as
a Martin Maretta flight control engi-
neer and ending that service as the
President and Chief Operating Officer,
Lockheed Martin Corporation. His re-
sume is replete with ever increasing
positions of responsibility spanning the
period 1963 to 2001, when he was nomi-
nated to serve President Bush as our
Under Secretary of the Air Force and
Director of the National Reconnais-
sance Office, two demanding tasks par-
ticularly during this time of trans-
formation within the Department of
Defense, coupled with the challenges
associated with emerging space re-
quirements and system development.

Throughout his tenure, the members
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
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mittee have found Pete Teets to be one
of the most thoughtful and insightful
DOD officials we have come to know.
His ability to reduce complex system
assessments into meaningful con-
structs were, on more than one occa-
sion, immensely helpful to every com-
mittee member. His private counsel
and immense personal interaction were
directly responsible for solving major
program problems for which our coun-
try is most grateful.

Our Nation deserves no less than the
full measure of devotion from the men
and women it nominates to our highest
positions of authority. Peter Teets ful-
filled every expectation the Congress
and the nation placed upon him. He did
so with a combination of grace and dig-
nity, superb organizational and mana-
gerial skill, and with that rare cou-
pling of professionalism and confidence
that his Air Force and our Department
of Defense would not accept anything
short of excellence in accomplishing
every assigned mission and task.

I truly hope this is not the last time
the nation will call upon Peter Teets
and his family to serve this grateful
Nation. Indeed, Pete has earned the
right to return home and focus on the
one thing all of us yearn to do—spend
time and focus on family. His many
friends in the Senate wish him and his
family all the best in the days ahead.
We bid Pete a fond farewell and heart-
felt thanks for a magnificent job as our
Acting Air Force Secretary and as our
Under Secretary of the Air Force. We
are a better people and stronger Nation
today because Pete Teets gave and ac-
complished so much. We will indeed
miss America’s ‘““Mr. Military Space”’
and wish him God’s everlasting bless-
ings.e

———
HONORING XXXXXXX XXXXXX
e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise

today to recognize the courage and sac-
rifice of XXXXXXX X. XXXXXX, X
XX-XXXX-XXX XXX XXXX XXXXX
XXXX, XX, XXXXXXX suffers from pe-
diatric bipolar disorder, a devastating
but treatable brain disorder marked by
severe fluctuations in mood, activity,
thought, and behavior. In an effort to
contribute to the search for a cure,
XXXXXXX volunteered to participate
in a four-month long rigorous clinical
study at the National Institutes of
Mental Health in Bethesda, Maryland.

Though the exact prevalence is not
known, the Child & Adolescent Bipolar
Foundation estimates that at least
three quarters of a million American
children and teenagers currently suffer
from bipolar disorder, many of whom
are undiagnosed. Bipolar disorder is
thought to affect 1-2 percent of adults
worldwide. Fifty-nine percent of adults
with bipolar disorder report that their
symptoms first appeared during or be-
fore adolescence. The disorder is often
inherited, and symptoms can emerge at
any time in life.

Bipolar disorder has a significant im-
pact on our society. Children with the
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