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Reserve Component continuous access to

TRICARE, for a premium, regardless of their

activation status.

SEC. 504. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING RE-
STRAINING MEDICAID GROWTH.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Medicaid program provides essen-
tial health care and long-term care services
to more than 50,000,000 low-income children,
pregnant women, parents, individuals with
disabilities, and senior citizens. It is a Fed-
eral guarantee that ensures the most vulner-
able will have access to needed medical serv-
ices.

(2) Medicaid provides critical access to
long-term care and other services for the el-
derly and individuals living with disabilities,
and is the single largest provider of long-
term care services. Medicaid also pays for
personal care and other supportive services
that are typically not provided by private
health insurance or Medicare, but are nec-
essary to enable individuals with spinal cord
injuries, developmental disabilities, neuro-
logical degenerative diseases, serious and
persistent mental illnesses, HIV/AIDS, and
other chronic conditions to remain in the
community, to work, and to maintain inde-
pendence.

(3) Medicaid supplements the Medicare pro-
gram for more than 6,000,000 low-income el-
derly or disabled Medicare beneficiaries, as-
sisting them with their Medicare premiums
and co-insurance, wrap-around benefits, and
the costs of nursing home care that Medicare
does not cover. The Medicaid program spent
nearly $40,000,000,000 on uncovered Medicare
services in 2002.

(4) Medicaid provides health insurance for
more than %2 of America’s children and is the
largest purchaser of maternity care, paying
for more than %53 of all the births in the
United States each year. Medicaid also pro-
vides critical access to care for children with
disabilities, covering more than 70 percent of
poor children with disabilities.

(5) More than 16,000,000 women depend on
Medicaid for their health care. Women com-
prise the majority of seniors (71 percent) on
Medicaid. Half of nonelderly women with
permanent mental or physical disabilities
have health coverage through Medicaid.
Medicaid provides treatment for low-income
women diagnosed with breast or cervical
cancer in every State.

(6) Medicaid is the Nation’s largest source
of payment for mental health services, HIV/
AIDS care, and care for children with special
needs. Much of this care is either not covered
by private insurance or limited in scope or
duration. Medicaid is also a critical source of
funding for health care for children in foster
care and for health services in schools.

(7) Medicaid funds help ensure access to
care for all Americans. Medicaid is the single
largest source of revenue for the Nation’s
safety net hospitals, health centers, and
nursing homes, and is critical to the ability
of these providers to adequately serve all
Americans.

(8) Medicaid serves a major role in ensur-
ing that the number of Americans without
health insurance, approximately 45,000,000 in
2003, is not substantially higher. The system
of Federal matching for State Medicaid ex-
penditures ensures that Federal funds will
grow as State spending increases in response
to unmet needs, enabling Medicaid to help
buffer the drop in private coverage during re-
cessions. More than 4,800,000 Americans lost
employer-sponsored coverage between 2000
and 2003, during which time Medicaid en-
rolled an additional 8,400,000 Americans.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the Finance Committee
shall not report a reconciliation bill that
achieves spending reductions that would—
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(1) undermine the role the Medicaid pro-
gram plays as a critical component of the
health care system of the United States;

(2) cap Federal Medicaid spending, or oth-
erwise shift Medicaid cost burdens to State
or local governments and their taxpayers
and health providers, forcing a reduction in
access to essential health services for low-in-
come elderly individuals, individuals with
disabilities, and children and families; or

(3) undermine the Federal guarantee of
health insurance coverage Medicaid pro-
vides, which would threaten not only the
health care safety net of the United States,
but the entire health care system.

SEC. 505. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
TRIBAL COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) American Indians from over 250 feder-
ally recognized tribes nationwide attend
tribal college and universities, a majority of
whom are first-generation college students.

(2) Tribal colleges and universities are lo-
cated in some of the most isolated and im-
poverished areas in the Nation and are the
Nation’s most poorly funded institutions of
higher education. While the Tribally Con-
trolled College or University Assistance Act,
or ‘“Tribal College Act’” provides funding
based solely on Indian students, the colleges
have open enrollment policies providing ac-
cess to postsecondary education opportuni-
ties to all interested students, about 20 per-
cent of whom are non-Indian. With rare ex-
ception, tribal colleges and universities do
not receive operating funds from their re-
spective States for these non-Indian State
resident students. Yet, if these same stu-
dents attended any other public institutions
in their States, the State would provide
basic operating funds to the institution.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—

(1) this resolution recognizes the funding
challenges faced by tribal colleges, and uni-
versities and assumes that equitable consid-
eration will be provided to them through
funding of the Tribally Controlled College or
University Assistance Act, the Equity in
Educational Land Grant Status Act, title IIT
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and the
National Science Foundation, Department of
Defense, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Tribal College and University Pro-
grams; and

(2) such equitable consideration reflects
Congress intent to continue to work toward
statutory Federal funding authorization
goals for tribal colleges and universities.

SEC. 506. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
SUPPORT FOR THE PRESIDENT’S RE-
QUEST TO CONCENTRATE FEDERAL
FUNDS FOR STATE AND LOCAL
HOMELAND SECURITY ASSISTANCE

PROGRAMS ON THE HIGHEST
THREATS, VULNERABILITIES, AND
NEEDS.

It is the sense of the Senate that Congress
supports the President’s request to
‘““Concentrat[e] Federal funds for State and
local homeland security assistance programs
on the highest threats, vulnerabilities, and
needs.”.

SEC. 507. SENSE OF THE SENATE REJECTING
PROPOSED ELIMINATION OF PER
DIEM REIMBURSEMENT TO STATE
NURSING HOMES IN THE PRESI-
DENT’S BUDGET.

It is the sense of the Senate that Congress
should reject the President’s proposal to
eliminate per diem payments to State Vet-
erans Homes for the vast majority of pa-
tients that reside in these homes.

SEC. 508. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING IM-
PACT AID.

It is the sense of the Senate that funding

for Impact Aid (Title VIII of Public Law 107-
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110) should be sufficient to insure that all
federally connected school districts are pro-
vided a payment under sections 8002 and 8003
of that Act that will allow them to address
the increase in program costs in recent
years, as this is critical for school districts
addressing the emotional and family needs of
children of military families who have a par-
ent or parents engaged in conflict in Iraq or
Afghanistan.
SEC. 509. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
MANDATORY AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The mandatory farm programs adminis-
tered by United States Department of Agri-
culture under the Food Security and Rural
Development Act of 2002 provide an eco-
nomic safety net, ensure the availability of
Federal crop insurance, fund conservation
priorities, and enhance agriculture export
market opportunities for United States
farmers and ranchers.

(2) The actual budget outlays for farm bill
programs for fiscal years 2002-2004 have been
about $16,700,000,000 less than projected by
the Congressional Budget Office in August
2002, shortly after the farm bill was passed.

(3) Over 72 percent of farm program pay-
ments are currently received by only 10 per-
cent of our Nation’s program crop producers.

(4) Any agricultural policy modifications
should address the disproportionate share of
farm program payments received by the larg-
est farming operations.

(56) If commodity prices decline, as pro-
jected by the Congressional Budget Office
over the next several years, agricultural pro-
grams will be even more important to the
economic future of small- and medium-sized
family farms.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that any reconciled mandatory
agriculture savings required under this reso-
lution should be primarily achieved through
modifications to the payment limitation
provisions of the Food Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 19—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS RE-
GARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF
LIFE INSURANCE AND RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING NA-
TIONAL LIFE INSURANCE
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself and Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. CoN. RES. 19

Whereas life insurance is an essential part
of a sound financial plan;

Whereas life insurance provides financial
security for families in the event of a pre-
mature death by helping surviving family
members to meet immediate and longer-
term financial obligations and objectives;

Whereas nearly 50,000,000 Americans say
they lack the life insurance coverage needed
to ensure a secure financial future for their
loved ones;

Whereas recent studies have found that
when a premature death occurs, insufficient
life insurance coverage on the part of the in-
sured results in three-fourths of surviving
family members having to take measures
such as working additional jobs or longer
hours, borrowing money, withdrawing money
from savings and investment accounts, and,
in too many cases, moving to smaller, less
expensive housing;
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Whereas individuals, families, and busi-
nesses can benefit greatly from professional
insurance and financial planning advice, in-
cluding the assessment of their life insur-
ance needs; and

Whereas the Life and Health Insurance
Foundation for Education (LIFE), the Na-
tional Association of Insurance and Finan-
cial Advisors (NAIFA), and a coalition rep-
resenting hundreds of leading life insurance
companies and organizations have des-
ignated September 2005 as ‘‘Life Insurance
Awareness Month’’, the goal of which is to
make consumers more aware of their life in-
surance needs, seek professional advice, and
take the actions necessary to achieve the fi-
nancial security of their loved ones: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) designates September 2005 as ‘‘Life In-
surance Awareness Month’’;

(2) recognizes and supports the goals and
ideals of ‘‘Life Insurance Awareness Month’’;
and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the Federal Govern-
ment, States, localities, schools, nonprofit
organizations, businesses, other entities, and
the people of the United States to observe
“Life Insurance Awareness Month’ with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Friday, March 11, 2005, at
9:30 a.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF FERN
HOLLAND

On Thursday, March 10, 2005, the Sen-
ate passed S. Res. 80, as follows:
S. RES. 80

Whereas the Senate remembers with great
sadness the murder of Fern Holland near the
Iraqi city of Karbala at the age of 33 on
March 9, 2004;

Whereas Fern Holland, born in Bluejacket,
Oklahoma, on August 5, 1970, lived her life
committed to creating the most equal and
just global society possible;

Whereas Fern Holland graduated with hon-
ors in psychology at Oklahoma University
and actively sought to help the world
through caring for children dying of nuclear-
related diseases in Russia and teaching kids
in a squatter camp in South Africa;

Whereas in the spring of 2000, Fern Holland
worked for the Peace Corps as a human
rights legal advisor in West Africa;

Whereas in 2003, Fern Holland went to in-
vestigate alleged human rights violations for
the American Refugee Committee at a ref-
ugee camp in Guinea where she established a
legal clinic to seek justice for victims of
human rights violations, and which, at the
time of her death in 2004, had handled 118
cases on behalf of victims of human rights
violations;

Whereas in May 2003, Fern Holland went to
Iraq as a United States Agency for Inter-
national Development employee to work for
women’s rights;

Whereas in Iraq, Fern Holland organized
human rights groups, opened 6 women’s cen-
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ters in south Baghdad, and acted as a strong
advocate for Iraqi women’s rights;

Whereas after Fern Holland’s death, lead-
ing feminists issued statements praising her
work;

Whereas residents of the refugee camp in
Guinea renamed the legal clinic Fern Hol-
land established the ‘“‘Fern Holland Legal
Aid Clinic of Nzerekore’’;

Whereas the high school Fern Holland at-
tended in Miami, Florida observed a moment
of silence and then discussed a memorial to
honor her;

Whereas the Cherokee Nation honored
Fern Holland by passing a resolution saying
she ‘‘died as a warrior’’;

Whereas Fern Holland was posthumously
named a Heroic Oklahoman on April 7, 2004,
by Governor Brad Henry; and

Whereas Fern Holland devoted her brief
life to promoting her belief in basic human
rights and the rule of law: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that, in Fern Holland, the
World has lost one of its most devoted and
hard working human rights activists;

(2) honors Fern Holland in her extreme
dedication to making the world a better
place; and

(3) expresses its deep and heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of Fern Holland on their
loss.

———————

BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT OF 2005

On Thursday, March 10, 2005, the Sen-
ate passed S. 256, as follows:
S. 256
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES; TABLE
OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005"°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; references; table of con-
tents.
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