KEY QUOTE OR SYNOPSIS

“The Greenland surface air temperature
trends over the past 50 years do not show
persistent warming, in contrast to global av-
erage surface air temperatures. The Green-
land coastal stations temperature trends
over the second half of the past century gen-
erally exhibit a cooling tendency with super-
imposed decadal scale oscillations related to
the NAO. At the Greenland ice sheet sum-
mit, the temperature record shows a de-
crease in the summer average temperature
at the rate of about 2.2° C/decade, suggesting
that the Greenland ice sheet at high ele-
vations does not follow the global warming
trend either.

‘A significant and rapid temperature in-
crease was observed at all Greenland sta-
tions between 1920 and 1930. The average an-
nual temperature rose between 2 and 4 °C in
less than ten years. Since the change in an-
thropogenic production of greenhouses gases
at that time was considerably lower than
today, this rapid temperature increase sug-
gests a large natural variability of the re-
gional climate.

‘“‘High anticorrelations (r = —0.84 to —0.93)
between the NAO index and the Greenland
temperature records suggest a physical link
between these processes. The recent negative
shift of the NAO correlates with 1990s warm-
ing in Greenland. The NAO may play a cru-
cial role in determining local Greenland cli-
mate during the 21st century; resulting in a
local climate that may defy the global cli-
mate change. This possibility should be con-
sidered in models of ice sheet melt and fu-
ture sea level rise. Forecasting changes in
the NAO may be a primary factor in pre-
dicting the future Greenland ice sheet mass
balance.”
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KEY QUOTE OR SYNOPSIS

““Analysis of new data for eight stations in
coastal southern Greenland, 1958-2001, shows
a significant cooling (trend-line change -1.29
°C for the 44 years), as do sea-surface tem-
peratures in the adjacent part of the Lab-
rador Sea, in contrast to global warming
(+0.53 °C over the same period). The land and
sea temperature series follow similar pat-
terns and are strongly correlated but with no
obvious lead/lag either way. This cooling is
significantly inversely correlated with an in-
creased phase of the North Atlantic Oscilla-
tion (NAO) over the past few decades (r =
-0.76), and will probably have significantly
affected the mass balance of the Greenland
Ice Sheet.”

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
EXANDER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———

ASIAN TSUNAMI

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
world’s thoughts and prayers continue
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to be focused on the victims of the
Asian tsunami. The international com-
munity, including governments, pri-
vate businesses, and ordinary citizens,
is providing financial aid and material
assistance to affected countries in that
region. President Bush and other world
leaders deserve praise for quickly pro-
viding substantial assistance and re-
sources to disaster response efforts
across that region. They have brought
hope and relief in the midst of despair.

I want to recognize in particular Ja-
pan’s substantial pledge to ongoing re-
lief efforts. As chairman of the Foreign
Operations Subcommittee, I intend to
continue to work closely with the ad-
ministration in the days and weeks to
come to assess damage and provide tar-
geted relief.

Let me close with an observation on
Burma. Predictably, information on
the extent of damage in Burma is un-
known—this is the way the Burmese
junta operates—with the official cas-
ualty tally placed by the illegitimate
State Peace and Development Council
at 59 people. Do international donors,
regional governments, or humanitarian
NGOs trust this figure? The simple an-
swer, as articulated by Secretary Pow-
ell earlier today, is we don’t. We don’t
trust the figure. We don’t have any
idea how many people either died or
are suffering in Burma.

The lack of action or interest in the
welfare of the people of Burma, by the
military junta, should not be lost on
all of the ASEAN members and their
dialog partners ahead of the SPDC’s
chairmanship of that organization in
2006.

I thank everybody on the ground—
from personnel at the State Depart-
ment, USAID, and the Department of
Defense to the dedicated staff of hu-
manitarian organizations—for working
around the clock with respective gov-
ernments in those hard-hit countries.
Their efforts have not gone unnoticed
in the Senate. As we move forward
with this relief effort in the near fu-
ture, our prayers are for those efforts
that are being made to ease the incal-
culable suffering of the people affected
by the tsunami.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DAVID ARMAND
DEKEYSER

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a great Amer-
ican, Armand DeKeyser, my chief of
staff for 8 years, who is going out into
the commercial world. This is a big
event for me. It is painful, indeed, to
lose one with whom I have been so
closely associated for so long. I have
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known him and worked with him for
more than 25 years. We met as we
served together for nearly 10 years in
the U.S. Army Reserve in Mobile, AL,
the 1184th Transportation Terminal
Unit. We went to annual training to-
gether and became good friends. Ar-
mand and his wife Beverly had re-
turned to Mobile after he completed
his Active-Duty service with the U.S.
Army in Germany. He first, after he re-
turned, worked in the seafood business,
Star Fish and Oyster Company, that
had been in his family for over 80
years. After another business experi-
ence, I hired him as a law enforcement
coordinator when I became U.S. attor-
ney for the Southern District of Ala-
bama.

Perhaps his most important con-
tribution there was his leadership for
the Weed and Seed Program that revi-
talized the Martin Luther King neigh-
borhood in Mobile, AL. He helped get
the citizens of the community together
and drew up a plan for a neighborhood
redevelopment program. The city, the
county, and the Federal Government
all worked together. He did a superb
job.

It was a great success. Today that
neighborhood is an entirely different
community than it was in the early
1990s. I later told him, when they put
you in the ground, this is one achieve-
ment you know made the world better.

In 1994, I was elected attorney gen-
eral of Alabama, and the office was in
the midst of a funding crisis—and I
mean crisis; I do not mean a 1, 2, or 3-
percent shortfall. Spending was on
track to exceed the funds available to
the office by $56 million, and the budget
was a $10 million budget.

I chose Armand to be our administra-
tive officer, and his performance was
superb. Automobiles were sold, all of
them—virtually all of them. Offsite of-
fices were closed. Nonmerit system em-
ployees were let go. One-third of the of-
fice, virtually all nonmerit employees,
had to be terminated—one-third of the
Office of the Attorney General. The
workload had to be completely reorga-
nized as a result, and Armand’s work
during that time was nothing short of
heroic.

Then in 1996, I was elected to the
Senate, and I asked him to serve as my
chief of staff. What a great decision
that was. He and Beverly agreed to
come to Washington—after he and I
lived together and shared an apartment
together here for a while, a three-story
walkup—to take on the task of helping
this new and inexperienced Senator get
started.

He worked harder and longer during
his 8 years than any other employee on
our staff. He knows people all over our
State, and they like and trust him. He
managed so ably we were able to return
to the U.S. Treasury each year a sub-
stantial portion of the funds given to
our office by the Senate.

Most of all, he helped me and others
on our staff achieve our best. He subor-
dinated himself to serve the office with
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fidelity, diligence, and integrity. Chief
of staff is not an easy job, but his gifts
and graces were a perfect fit. Whether
he was encouraging young staffers,
dealing with Governors, generals, ad-
ministration officials, or the many
constituents who call on us for help, he
performed superbly.

His military service, including Ac-
tive Duty and the Army Reserve, was a
very valuable asset in his service to
me. In fact, the 1184th, after I got out
of it, was activated, and he spent al-
most a year in Kuwait as part of Desert
Storm. He retired after 28 years of
service with the military at the rank of
lieutenant colonel.

The key to Armand’s success and his
value to our office, I believe, was his
deep commitment to an America where
the right thing is done and where there
is an efficient and lawful process for
doing the people’s work. He never for-
got that the money we spend here has
been extracted from some decent
American who would otherwise find
good use for it. Armand believes we
must be good stewards of that money,
and that programs and spending are
only worthwhile if they produce a valu-
able return. He feels passionately
about this, and our shared values in
this regard made us a good team, I
think.

He has been a superb public servant,
and by thousands of individual acts of
accountability, frugality, and integ-
rity—mostly unnoticed by the press or
anyone else particularly—he has saved
the dutiful taxpayers of America tens
of millions of dollars. When he came to
Washington, I told him that because of
my poor abilities, I needed to have the
best staff we could put together. As a
result of his leadership, I believe we
created and have maintained a mag-
nificent team, without whose help I
could not have been successful.

In addition to his wife Beverly, whom
I admire so much and with whom he at-
tended Murphy High School in Mobile,
where my daughter attended, and Au-
burn University, he has two fine sons:
Phillip, a graduate of Georgia Tech and
now a consulting engineer, and David,
who commenced as a student at Boston
College. He is and has every right to be
extremely proud of them.

He and Beverly have opened their
lives and home to my staff throughout
the years. Serving as a ‘home away
from home” for many Alabamians in
the area and staff people, Armand’s
house has been the site of holiday and
office gatherings on numerous occa-
sions.

Over the years, his ability to make
the staff feel more like a family has
earned him the friendship and affection
of many. Many of our staff, as well as
their parents, appreciate that.

I and all our team truly appreciate
the open-door policy he has had with
staff and recognize all the work he has
done to keep things running smoothly
in the office.

He has served extraordinarily well
and faithfully, and it is now appro-
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priate and just that Armand undertake
new opportunities.

While I am sad to see him leave, I
know he is about to embark on a great
new career as executive director of the
Government Relations Group at Kil-
patrick Stockton, LLP, one of Amer-
ica’s finest law firms. I am confident he
will meet the challenge of the new job
with the same professionalism and
dedication he has shown for the past 8
years as my chief of staff. His years of
public service may be over for now, but
his commitment to the Nation and the
principles on which it was founded will
never waiver.

I wish him all the best. I close with
one final remark close to Armand’s Au-
burn heart: War eagle.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LANCE CORPORAL AARON HOLLAND

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to
express my sympathy over the loss of
Aaron Holland of Columbus, NE, a
lance corporal in the U.S. Marine
Corps. Lance Corporal Holland was
killed in a car accident on December
17, 2004 near Richfield, UT, while re-
turning home to Columbus from his
second tour of duty in Iraq. He was 21
years old.

Lance Corporal Holland graduated
from Columbus High School and is sur-
vived by his mother Becky and step-
father Paul Knopick; two stepbrothers,
Silas and Paul Knopick; grandparents,
Lois and Edmund Mueller; and uncle,
Mark Mueller; all of Columbus. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them at
this difficult time. The United States
of America is proud of Aaron Holland’s
service and mourns his loss.

The 9/11 terrorist attacks on the U.S.
fostered Holland’s interest in a mili-
tary career and after graduating in
2002, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps. After completing his training,
he served with the 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing stationed at Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar in San Diego, CA.
Holland served two tours in Iraq, from
February to July 2003 and from Feb-
ruary to August 2004. Lance Corporal
Holland will be remembered as a loyal
marine who had a strong sense of duty,
honor, and love of country. Thousands
of brave Americans like Lance Cor-
poral Holland are currently serving in
Iraq.

For his service, bravery and sacrifice,
I ask my colleagues to join me and all
Americans in honoring LCpl Aaron
Holland.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOSHUA A. RAMSEY

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart and deep
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a
brave young man who lived in Marion,
IN as a child. PFC Joshua Ramsey, 19
years old, died on December 12 when he
was shot while carrying out his duties
in Iraq. With his entire life before him,
Joshua risked everything to fight for
the values Americans hold close to our
hearts, in a land halfway around the
world.

S25

After attending Oak Hill Junior High
School for the eighth grade, Joshua
moved to Defiance, OH where his father
and stepmother live. Joshua, a 2003
graduate of the Four County Career
Center, left a strong impression not
only on his classmates but his teachers
as well. One of his high school teach-
ers, Tonya Fisher, shared some memo-
ries of her former student with the
Marion Chronicle Tribune saying, ‘‘He
was a good student and a good class-
mate. He worked really hard in class
and was really dedicated. He knew he
wanted to go to the military...He’s
very family-oriented. He struggled
with leaving his family, but he really
believed in what he was fighting for.”
Joshua’s mother, Joy, recalled her
son’s bravery during a conversation she
had with him not long ago. He told her,
“Mom, I have one of the most dan-
gerous jobs in the Army, but I wouldn’t
have it any other way.”

Joshua was the 42nd Hoosier soldier
to be killed while serving his country
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was as-
signed to the 95th Military Police Bat-
talion, Mannheim, Germany. This
brave young soldier leaves behind his
mother, Joy; his father, Bruce; and his
stepmother, LeAnn.

Today, I join Joshua’s family, his
friends and the entire Hoosier commu-
nity in mourning his death. While we
struggle to bear our sorrow over this
loss, we can also take pride in the ex-
ample he set, bravely fighting to make
the world a safer place. It is his cour-
age and strength of character that peo-
ple will remember when they think of
Joshua, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief.

Joshua was known for his dedication
to others and his love of family and
country. When looking back on Josh-
ua’s life, his grandmother, Margaret,
told the Marion Chronicle Tribune that
he had loved golf, was on the wrestling
team and ran track. Today and always,
Joshua will be remembered by family
members, friends and fellow Hoosiers
as a true American hero and we honor
the sacrifice he made while dutifully
serving his country.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Joshua’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: “We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.’”’” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Joshua’s actions
will live on far longer than any record
of these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Joshua Ramsey in the official record
of the United States Senate for his
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