S2146

Frank Souza was born in New Bed-
ford, MA in 1925. In 1948, he and his wife
Virginia drove across the country to
California in search of better job op-
portunities. Upon his arrival, he took a
job with Greyhound as a bus mechanic,
and worked there for 13 years. In 1953,
Frank became involved in the Inter-
national Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers, AFL-CIO.

When I first met Frank many years
ago, before I was in elected office, I was
struck by his kindness and dedication
to working people. That kindness and
dedication grew with each passing
year. Frank’s commitment to social
justice earned him the trust and re-
spect of fellow labor activists and al-
lowed him to rise quickly through the
ranks at the machinists union. It was
not long before Frank was a nationally
known leader of the machinists union
in northern California. In his capacity
as Directing Business Representative
of District 190, the largest automotive
district of the machinists union in
America, Frank was a constant source
of pride for both his fellow machinists
and the community at large.

Although Frank retired in 1989 after
25 years with the machinists union, he
remained an active union leader, hold-
ing impressive positions as a machin-
ists union delegate to the National
AFL~-CIO, vice president of the Cali-
fornia Labor Federation for the AFL~
CIO, chair of the Western States
Trucking Committee for the National
Auto Transporters, chair for the Sea
Land West Coast mnegotiating com-
mittee, and treasurer for the California
Alliance of Retired Americans.

It is not just Frank’s accomplish-
ments in the field of labor that made
him stand out. Frank was one of the
most wonderful people that I have
come in contact with in all of my years
of public service. His warmth and intel-
ligence were a true inspiration to me.
When he talked to me about injustice
in the workplace, or in the world, his
eyes would tear up. I knew that I could
never let him down.

Frank Souza was a deeply loved labor
leader who championed the causes of
America’s working families, not only
in this country, but throughout the
world. We can take comfort in knowing
that future generations will benefit
from his spirit, his vision, and his lead-
ership. He taught us about the dignity
and soul of working people, and in his
memory we won’t forget.e

————

ELIZABETH A. “BETSY” DUKE

e Mr. ALLEN. Elizabeth A. ‘“Betsy”
Duke was recently chosen to be the
chairwoman of the American Bankers
Association.

The ABA serves as the largest bank-
ing trade association in the country,
representing most community banks,
as well as virtually all large banks of
our Nation. She will oversee the day-
to-day leadership of the ABA, and all of
its 330 employees.

Ms. Duke’s one-year term marks the
first time that a woman has held this
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highly visible position, as well as the
first since 1951 that the post has been
held by a Virginian.

I am confident that Betsy Duke’s ex-
tensive background in the banking in-
dustry, including serving as former di-
rector of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond and former president of the
Virginia Bankers Association has pre-
pared her well for this new and chal-
lenging leadership role.

After graduating from the University
of North Carolina in 1974 with a degree
in drama, Betsy moved back to her na-
tive Virginia Beach and found an act-
ing job in a dinner theater. In order to
support her dream of becoming an ac-
tress, Betsy went looking for a day job.
After being turned down by a local dry
cleaner, she finally found work as a
part-time drive-up bank teller.

The theatrical show in which Betsy
was participating in ended about a year
later, but by then she had come to a
couple of conclusions: that her dream
of becoming a great actress would
never materialize, and that she really
enjoyed her job as a teller. Betsy was
soon able to secure a new-accounts job
at Bank of Virginia Beach, which
changed her life in more ways than
one. It was there that she met her men-
tor, Burt Harrison, who served as the
bank’s CEO, and a young operations of-
ficer and her future husband, Larry
Harcum.

As Betsy began taking on more re-
sponsibility, she began taking banking
courses and was named the bank’s ac-
counting officer, but things became
complicated when she began dating
Larry. The bank had a strict policy re-
garding this activity, so after a few
months, Betsy left the bank to go work
at a local car dealership, but was asked
to return a few months later by her
mentor and bank CEO, Burt Harrison.
The very next day, however, Larry
quit. Burt quickly caught on, but al-
lowed the two to stay under the condi-
tion that they keep their budding ro-
mance quiet. About a year later, the
two married, but not after receiving
the board’s approval for the two of
them to be able to keep their jobs at
the bank. One of the directors actually
got confused and thought he was vot-
ing on whether or not the two should
get married, and voted no.

Betsy’s friend, mentor, and boss Burt
died suddenly of a heart attack in 1991,
and Betsy, who by then had been
named president, suddenly found her-
self thrust into the role of CEO. She
and Larry ran the bank successfully for
another 10 years until what was now
referred to as the Bank of Tidewater
was acquired by SouthTrust in 2001.
Betsy served as executive vice presi-
dent for community bank development
at SouthTrust.

It was around this time that Betsy
Duke became vice-chairman of ABA.
Prior to this, she had served as a mem-
ber of ABA’s board of directors. The
following year, she was named chair-
woman of the ABA.

Betsy Duke is currently executive
vice president, Merger Project Team,
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Wachovia Bank in Virginia Beach. As I
previously mentioned, she was execu-
tive vice president for Community
Bank Development at SouthTrust, but
upon the bank’s merger with Wachovia,
she transferred to the merger integra-
tion team.

Beyond her current role as chairman
of ABA, her involvement with the orga-
nization spans two decades. She began
as an instructor for ABA’s National
School of Bank Investments and has
continued in this role to this day. In
addition, she has been a member of the
trade group’s Community Bankers
Council, Communication Council, and
Grassroots Task Force. Finally she has
led the ABA’s Government Relations
Task Force, and served on its board of
directors.

In addition to her bachelor’s degree
in fine arts from the University of
North Carolina, she has a master’s de-
gree in business administration from
0Old Dominion University.

Betsy Duke loves banking. She truly
believes that the industry is one of the
most important in this country. Betsy
believes that no other association
comes close to serving the banking in-
dustry as does the ABA. I am pleased
that Betsy Duke is heading up this
great group, not just because she is a
Virginian, but because she brings the
real life experience needed to continue
the successful tradition of the ABA.
Congratulations Betsy, you have made
your friends, family, and Virginia
proud.e

———

HONORING MICHAEL CREASEY

e Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, today I
honor Michael Creasey for his work as
the Executive Director of the John H.
Chafee Blackstone River Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor. For the last
10 years, Michael has been a driving
force in the Blackstone Valley, com-
pleting projects, building advocacy and
partnerships, and instilling pride in the
people who live beside this historic
river.

Michael has devoted his career to
public service and national park stew-
ardship since 1986. After honing his
skills in Utah and New Mexico, he was
assigned to the Blackstone Corridor in
1995 as Deputy Director and became the
Executive Director in 1999. What a gift
he has been! His boundless energy and
devotion to the Blackstone Corridor,
and his skill in working with the Cor-
ridor Commission and its large group
of stakeholders, have spawned a revi-
talization that includes the creation of
new jobs, the preservation and en-
hancement of historic sites, and the
restoration of valuable wildlife habi-
tat.

In April 2000, shortly after I came to
the Senate, Michael took me on a tour
of the Valley to point out some of the
Federal and private sector investments
that had been made in the Heritage
Corridor. I could not help but be im-
pressed with his energy and passion as
we viewed the Blackstone River Bike-
way—or Riverway, as he has dubbed
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it—along with renovated mills, a canoe
and boat landing, and parks that have
been developed since the authorization
of the Blackstone Heritage Corridor in
1986. The progress I observed that day
was a result of collaboration among
the residents of the Valley, State agen-
cies and the Federal Government, and
is proof that industrial rivers like the
Blackstone can be saved if we all work
together.

Above all else, Michael is a ‘‘river
guy’’ who understands the significance
of the ‘“‘power of place’ and the poten-
tial of people to shape their commu-
nities. In a recent news article an-
nouncing his appointment as super-
intendent of the Lowell National His-
torical Park, he states, “It’s been a
great honor to serve the Corridor Com-
mission for nearly a decade. I have al-
ways been impressed with the passion,
creative ideas and commitment that
the people have had for achieving the
Heritage Corridor vision.”

The Blackstone River Valley Herit-
age Corridor is a unique institution
that has brought together many diver-
gent groups and raised the national
profile of this very special region. I
thank Michael for his years of service
to this historic slice of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, and I also wish him
luck in his new endeavors in Lowell.®

—————

TRIBUTE TO DR. ADRIAN ROGERS

e Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
some say we are living in the post-
Christian era, but you would not have
known it yesterday if you were among
the 13,829 worshippers, as I was, at the
retirement tribute to pastor Adrian
Rogers at Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis. I am a Presbyterian—but
Presbyterian or Baptist, believer or
nonbeliever, one could not help but be
inspired by the services on Sunday and
especially by Dr. Rogers himself.

Adrian Rogers is one of America’s
best-known  preachers. His ‘Love
Worth Finding Ministries’ is broadcast
in more than 150 counties in both
English and Spanish. He has authored
17 books, 48 booklets and 78 cassette
tapes. He has been elected three times
to lead the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Dr. Rogers came to Bellevue in Mem-
phis in 1972 when the Church was in
Midtown, the enrollment was 9000 and
the annual budget was $625,000. Today
the church spreads across 375 acres in
Cordova, the enrollment is 29,000 and
the budget is $21 million.

What impresses me most is not this
growth but the man himself. Like his
friend Billy Graham, Adrian Rogers
has not allowed his fame to diminish
him personally. The most moving
statements yesterday came from his
children who testified that this man
who everyone knows can talk the talk
always walks the walk at home. Those
who know him best say that he prac-
tices what he preaches. When he told
his congregation, “I am what I am by
the grace of God,” it was not mock hu-
mility.
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There was much love expressed yes-
terday for Joyce Rogers, who Adrian
said ‘‘is the only girl that I have ever
dated.” She has sung in the choir,
taught Sunday school and been his
partner since their marriage in 1951.

Our founders made sure that we do
not have a state church but that we do
have freedom of religion. As a result of
this constitutional guarantee, there is
a church of some denomination on al-
most every American corner. This free-
dom has also proved to be a nurturing
environment for independent Ileaders
such as Adrian Rogers whose good lives
attract us and inspire us and lead us to
be among the world’s most religious
people.

No mortal is perfect. I know of one
blemish on my friend Adrian Rogers:
He is a Florida Gators fan. In the spirit
of yesterday, the Christian thing to do
is to forgive him.e

———

HONORING JOHN “RED’ BOURG

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life of Mr. John
‘“Red” Bourg, who passed away last Oc-
tober. Red Bourg served his family, his
State and his country well, and de-
serves the recognition of this body.

Red was a devout Christian, and he
made a wonderful home in Baton
Rouge with his wife Mildred and their
two children, Brenda and Ronnie. Red
loved and cared for the people of the
State of Louisiana and the United
States, and worked to improve their
quality of life until the day he died.

In addition to being a great family
man, Red Bourg served our country in
peace and in war. As a young man, he
joined the United States Marine Corps
and fought in the Korean War, serving
with honor and distinction. Years after
returning, Red was selected to become
the Louisiana State Commander of the
Marine Corps League, an impressive
honor, for an equally impressive per-
son.

However, Red was best known for his
work with the Louisiana AFL-CIO. He
worked his way up the union ladder,
beginning as a member of the Local 995
International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers, and climbing all the
way to become the president of the
Louisiana AFL-CIO. Red joined the
staff at the AFL-CIO in 1967, becoming
the assistant to the president and in
1997, some 30 years later, he became
President of that great organization. I
think that says a lot about the hard
work and determination of the man.

I once again honor my friend, Mr.
John ‘“‘Red” Bourg, for his efforts on
Louisiana’s behalf. I knew Red my en-
tire adult life and can attest that he is
truly missed. I know I speak for many
others when I say that Red Bourg will
always be fondly remembered for the
outstanding service he has rendered to
his State and his Nation.e

HONORING SIBAL HOLT

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize the service of Sibal
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Holt, who is the first female and the
first African American to serve as the
President of the Louisiana AFL-CIO.
Firsts like these have become common-
place for this barrier-breaking woman.

She has long been a trailblazer in the
State of Louisiana. She became the
first African American to be hired into
the Bell System and also the first reg-
istered lobbyist in the State of Lou-
isiana, both remarkable achievements
given the climate of the times.

Sibal Holt has been a selfless steward
of her community. She formerly served
as the president of the Louisiana
American Red Cross, as well as other
charitable organizations, such as Vol-
unteer Baton Rouge and the Baton
Rouge Women’s Resource Center. Sibal
is probably most recognized for her pio-
neering efforts in voter registration.
Holt once led a statewide voter reg-
istration drive, resulting in an as-
tounding 70,000 new voters for Lou-
isiana.

But it is the AFL-CIO where she has
left her biggest imprint. Sibal began
her work at the AFL-CIO in 1975, not
surprisingly becoming the first minor-
ity selected to join the Executive
Board of any State’s AFL-CIO. Twenty-
two years later, in 1997, she became the
union’s Secretary/Treasurer, serving in
that capacity until she was elected
president of the Louisiana AFL-CIO in
November 2004, replacing John ‘‘Red”
Bourg after his untimely death.

I once again congratulate my friend,
Sibal Holt, for her groundbreaking ac-
complishments on behalf of the work-
ing class in the State of Louisiana. It
is people such as Sibal that continue to
make Louisiana such a dynamic
State.®

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 539. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide the protections of
habeas corpus for certain incapacitated indi-
viduals whose life is in jeopardy, and for
other purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. DOMENICI, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 177. A bill to further the purposes of the
Reclamation Projects Authorization and Ad-
justment Act of 1992 by directing the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the
Commissioner of Reclamation, to carry out
an assessment and demonstration program
to control salt cedar and Russian olive, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 109-15).

S. 178. A bill to provide assistance to the
State of New Mexico for the development of
comprehensive State water plans, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 109-16).

S. 214. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to cooperate with the States on
the border with Mexico and other appro-
priate entities in conducting a hydrogeologic
characterization, mapping, and modeling
program for priority transboundary aquifers,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 109-17) .
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