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The inducements of interest for ob-

serving that conduct will best be re-
ferred to your own reflections and ex-
perience. With me, a predominant mo-
tive has been to endeavor to gain time 
to our country to settle and mature its 
yet recent institutions and to progress, 
without interruption to that degree of 
strength and consistency which is nec-
essary to give it, humanly speaking, 
the command of its own fortunes. 

Though in reviewing the incidents of 
my administration I am unconscious of 
intentional error, I am nevertheless 
too sensible of my defects not to think 
it probable that I may have committed 
many errors. Whatever they may be, I 
fervently beseech the Almighty to 
avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope that my country will 
never cease to view them with indul-
gence and that, after forty-five years of 
my life dedicated to its service with an 
upright zeal, the faults of incompetent 
abilities will be consigned to oblivion, 
as myself must soon be to the man-
sions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in 
other things, and actuated by that fer-
vent love towards it which is so nat-
ural to a man who views in it the na-
tive soil of himself and his progenitors 
for several generations, I anticipate 
with pleasing expectation that retreat, 
in which I promise myself to realize 
without alloy the sweet enjoyment of 
partaking in the midst of my fellow 
citizens the benign influence of good 
laws under a free government—the ever 
favorite object of my heart, and the 
happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual 
cares, labors and dangers. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize the contributions of the 
more than 8,000 Catholic elementary 
and secondary schools nationwide. 
These schools, which serve over 2.6 mil-
lion students, are a vibrant force in our 
country’s educational and spiritual 
life. 

During the month of February every 
year, communities throughout Nevada 
and the Nation celebrate National 
Catholic Schools Week. Sponsored by 
the National Catholic Educational As-
sociation and the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, this an-
nual national celebration provides an 
opportunity to acknowledge the impor-
tant work of these schools in helping 
educate our Nation’s children. 

One day during this week, National 
Appreciation Day for Catholic School 
Teachers, specifically recognizes the 
hard work and dedication of the more 
than 163,000 educators who work in 
Catholic schools. The work of our Na-
tion’s educators is too often over-
looked, but it could not be more impor-
tant. I know I would not be where I am 

today without one of my high school 
teachers, Mike O’Callaghan. I am glad 
that National Catholic Schools Week 
provides an opportunity to acknowl-
edge the work of those individuals who 
serve as the foundation of our schools. 

Nevada’s Catholic schools have con-
tributed significantly to the education 
of my State’s students for several dec-
ades. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize a few of the schools 
that will be celebrating special anni-
versaries this year. 

The only Catholic high school in Ne-
vada, Bishop Gorman High School, will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this 
year. The oldest Catholic school in Ne-
vada, however, is St. Joseph School, 
which will celebrate its 58th anniver-
sary this year. St. Christopher, St. 
Francis de Sales, and St. Viator Ele-
mentary Schools also will all mark 
their 40th anniversary this year. These 
and the other Catholic schools in the 
State have long served Nevada well, 
and I am sure they will continue to for 
many years to come.∑ 
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GLOBAL WARMING 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. I rise today as lead co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 5, the Feinstein- 
Snowe joint resolution that authorizes 
the Secretary of State to engage in ef-
forts with other Federal agencies to 
lead international negotiations to 
mitigate the impacts of global warm-
ing. Our resolution encourages the 
United States to take actions to reduce 
manmade greenhouse gas emissions be-
lieved by the majority of internation-
ally renowned scientists to be causing 
climate changes around the globe. 

I support this resolution because on-
going scientific peer-reviewed research 
demonstrates that climate change is 
one of the most significant environ-
mental and economical issues of the 
21st century. Yet, I have grave con-
cerns that our government, to borrow 
from the image of Nero, is fiddling as 
the planet warms. 

On Wednesday, February 16, 2005, the 
Kyoto Protocol on climate change offi-
cially entered into force, with 141 
States and regional economic integra-
tion organizations depositing instru-
ments of ratifications, accessions, ap-
provals or acceptances with the United 
Nations. The treaty, which will require 
mandatory cuts in greenhouse gas 
emissions in 35 participating developed 
countries starting in 2008, represents a 
watershed moment for international 
action on climate change. 

The Protocol was agreed to by gov-
ernments at a 1997 U.N. conference in 
Kyoto, Japan, to reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gases emitted by developed 
countries by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels 
between 2008 and 2012. 

Even with the Kyoto Protocol going 
into effect, it is obvious that new and 
longer term ideas for securing inter-
national cooperation are necessary as 
we cannot get to the heart of this glob-
al problem without the world’s major 
economies at the table. The United 

States and Australia have not ratified 
the Protocol, and developing countries, 
while signatories to Kyoto, are not re-
quired to make cuts. This includes 
large, rapidly industrializing econo-
mies such as China, India, and Brazil. 
Clearly, as the causes of climate 
change are global and the atmosphere 
knows no boundaries, the challenge can 
only be met with all the countries of 
the world working together. 

That is why, this past year, when 
asked by three major independent 
think tanks—the Center for American 
Progress in the US, the Institute for 
Public Policy Research in the U.K. and 
the Australia Institute—I accepted the 
co-chairmanship of the high level 
International Climate Change 
Taskforce—the ICCT—to chart a way 
forward on climate change on a par-
allel track with the Kyoto process. 

This led me to meetings both in 
Washington and London with my co- 
chair, the Rt. Honorable Stephen Byers 
of the U.K. Mr. Byers told me that 
Prime Minister Tony Blair welcomed 
the creation of the taskforce and 
looked forward to its climate change 
recommendations that he could take 
forward as he assumed the presidency 
of the G8 and also the EU in 2005. In 
fact, Prime Minister Blair has made 
the issue of climate change a center-
piece of his agenda for the G8 meeting 
in July in Gleneagles, Scotland, and, 
recently, he included some of our rec-
ommendations in his speech at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Swit-
zerland. 

We have achieved our goals for rec-
ommendations for the taskforce, which 
is an international, cross-party, cross- 
sector collaboration of leaders from 
public service, science, business, and 
civil society from both developed and 
developing countries. We set out a 
pathway to solve climate change issues 
in tandem—collaboratively finding 
common ground through recommenda-
tions that are both ambitious and real-
istic to engage all countries, and, criti-
cally, including those not bound by the 
Kyoto Protocol and major developing 
countries. We hope our proposals will 
be a prelude to the international dia-
logue and, ultimately, set the score for 
lasting change. 

Our ICCT report, Meeting the Cli-
mate Challenge, recommends ways to 
involve the world’s largest economies 
in the effort, including the U.S. and 
major developing nations, focusing on 
creating new agreements to achieve 
the deployment of clean energy tech-
nologies, and a new global policy 
framework that is both inclusive and 
fair. The report also calls for the estab-
lishment of a long-term objective of 
preventing global average temperature 
from rising more than 3.6 degrees Fahr-
enheit—(2 degrees Centigrade)—above 
the pre-industrial level by the end of 
the century, and this same provision is 
contained in the Feinstein-Snowe Res-
olution. 

Mr. President, the taskforce arrived 
at the 2 degrees Centigrade—or 3.6 de-
gree Fahrenheit—temperature increase 
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goal on the basis of an extensive review 
of the relevant scientific literature 
that shows that, as the ICC report 
states, ‘‘Beyond the 2 degree Centi-
grade level, the risks to human soci-
eties and ecosystems grow signifi-
cantly. It is likely, for example, that 
average temperature increased larger 
than this will entail substantial agri-
cultural losses, greatly increases num-
bers of people at risk of water short-
ages, and widespread adverse health 
impacts.’’ 

Our report goes on to say that, ‘‘Cli-
mate science is not yet able to specify 
the trajectory of atmospheric con-
centrations of greenhouse gases that 
corresponds precisely to any particular 
global temperature rise. Based on cur-
rent knowledge, however, it appears 
that achieving a high probability of 
limiting global average temperature 
rise to 2 degrees C will require that the 
increase in greenhouse-gas concentra-
tions as well as all the other warming 
and cooling influences on global cli-
mate in the year 2100, as compared 
with 1750, should add up to a net warm-
ing no greater than what would be as-
sociated with a CO2 concentration of 
about 400 parts per million (ppm)’’. 

I am pleased that the S.J. Res. in-
cludes the ICCT’s first recommenda-
tion: Establishing a long-term objec-
tive for a global average temperature 
increase. This comports well with the 
McCain and Lieberman Climate Stew-
ardship Act introduced last week, for 
which I am a cosponsor. This bill would 
create a domestic market-based cap- 
and-trade system to reduce carbon di-
oxide emissions. Again, the ICCT 
Taskforce recommends that all devel-
oped countries introduce national man-
datory cap-and-trade systems for car-
bon emissions, and to construct them 
to allow for their future integration 
into a single global market. 

The Feinstein-Snowe resolution in-
cludes other goals of the ICCT 
taskforce, encouraging the U.S. to 
carry out reasonable and responsible 
actions to ensure significant and mean-
ingful reductions in emissions of man-
made greenhouse gases, particularly 
through generating climate-friendly 
technologies to promote sustained eco-
nomic growth. Importantly, like the 
ICCT Report, it also calls for inter-
national negotiations under the United 
Nations Framework on Climate 
Change, UNFCCC, which was ratified 
by the U.S. Senate in 1992, and this 
should be done for the post-Kyoto pe-
riod, or after 2012. 

Mr. President, even with the Kyoto 
Protocol going into effect, it is obvious 
that new ideas for securing inter-
national cooperation are necessary as 
we cannot get to the heart of this glob-
al problem without the world’s major 
economies at the table. We have a 
choice between an even greater treach-
erous path of increased environmental 
damage and economic harm, or an up-
ward path to a better future for our 
planet, and enhanced competitiveness 
for our industries. Again, the ICCT re-

port addresses this, calling for the for-
mation of a G8 plus Climate Group I 
between the G8 and the major devel-
oping countries to pursue technology 
agreements and related initiatives that 
will truly lead to large global emis-
sions reductions. 

To mitigate further losses, the U.S. 
should actively engage in the discus-
sions at the upcoming G8 Summit, of-
fering viable recommendations and re-
alistic goals for further domestic and 
international emissions reductions. 
The U.S. can ensure the protection of 
the competitiveness of U.S. industry 
while at the same time joining with 
others to take positive action to tackle 
global warming. The U.S. has the op-
portunity to re-engage as a world lead-
er, serving as a model for developing 
nations such as China and India, whose 
unchecked CO2 emissions will soon 
rival those of the United States. 

The urgency is clear as climate 
change is no longer an abstract con-
cept. Polar ice caps are melting. Sea 
levels are rising. And the earth’s tem-
perature is undeniably climbing—with 
ten of the warmest years on record 
since 1990. Documented by countless 
scientific studies, the world bears wit-
ness to the effects of climate change. A 
result of increases in manmade carbon 
dioxide emissions, climate change ap-
pears to be impacting the planet’s 
weather patterns, resulting in more se-
vere, sustained storm systems, floods, 
heat waves, and droughts. 

Earlier this month, an international 
conference of scientists recommended 
that action must be taken now to re-
duce emissions in order to stabilize 
concentrations of greenhouse gasses in 
the atmosphere. Their report warned 
that a delay of even five years could be 
significant. And, beyond environmental 
devastation, climate change dictates 
serious economic and human costs. 

Mr. President, it has been a privilege 
to work on this Senate Joint Resolu-
tion with Senator FEINSTEIN of Cali-
fornia, and I urge my colleagues to give 
our resolution full consideration as the 
rest of the developed world strives not 
only to protect today’s environment 
and economies but to bequeath a 
healthy and sustainable planet to fu-
ture generations. I encourage my col-
leagues to support this resolution.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 652D 
ENGINEER COMPANY 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate the Army Reserve’s 652d En-
gineer Company from Ellsworth, WI, 
for winning the 2004 Department of De-
fense, DOD, Reserve Family Readiness 
Award. This award is given by DOD to 
only one unit from each Reserve com-
ponent in recognition of their excep-
tional family support program. 

Our men and women in uniform con-
tinue to serve courageously around the 
world and make great sacrifices to do 
so. We owe these folks a great debt of 
gratitude. However, they are not alone 
in making these sacrifices—their fami-

lies, too, bear a great burden. The fam-
ilies must not only deal with the emo-
tional toll of having their loved ones 
serving in a dangerous area, they must 
also deal with the daily tasks that 
keep a family functioning. The toll can 
be especially great on Reserve Compo-
nent families who have to deal with all 
sorts of challenges when their loved 
ones transition to active duty. 

The members of the 652d Engineer 
Company and their families personally 
know about sacrifice. Four of its mem-
bers were killed in action during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, including 2 on 
Christmas Day 2003, and 20 received 
Purple Heart Medals. The 652d Engi-
neer Company’s Family Readiness 
Group, FRG, provided crucial support 
to the families of these soldiers. We 
must also remember the confusion and 
uncertainty that was particularly 
acute with the early deployments. The 
FRG was key in helping families navi-
gate through the many pre- and post- 
deployment issues. Their excellent 
work was an essential factor in allow-
ing the 652d Engineer Company to 
carry out its mission. 

So, Mr. President, I want to thank 
the 652d Engineer Company and the 
FRG for their service and to congratu-
late them again on receiving this 
award and on a job well done.∑ 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commemorate Black His-
tory Month. 

This month celebrates the accom-
plishments of African Americans, hon-
ors the tremendous sacrifices they 
have made to promote the strength of 
our great nation, and recognizes their 
enormous contributions to our diverse 
American culture. 

Black History Month is a time to re-
flect on the accomplishments and he-
roes of the past, as well as a time to sa-
lute the leaders of today. 

The first Negro History Week took 
place in 1926 and was coordinated by 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the son of 
former slaves, the second African 
American ever to earn a PhD from Har-
vard University, and founder of the 
Journal of Negro History. Dr. 
Woodson’s goal was to raise awareness 
of and funding for the study of black 
culture and history in America. 

The second week of February was 
chosen for Negro History Week to 
honor the birthdays of President Abra-
ham Lincoln, who promulgated the 
Emancipation Proclamation, and Fred-
erick Douglass, one of the most promi-
nent black abolitionists. 

In 1972 Negro History Week was 
changed to Black History Week to re-
flect the changing social attitudes to-
ward race in America, and in 1976 Feb-
ruary officially became Black History 
Month. 

The theme of this year’s Black His-
tory Month is ‘‘The Niagara Move-
ment: Black Protest Reborn, 1905– 
2005.’’ 
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