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consideration of S. Res. 28 and that the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will state the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 28) designating the
year 2005 ‘“The Year of Foreign Language
Study.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
and the preamble be agreed to en bloc,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the
RECORD, with no intervening action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 28) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 28

Whereas according to the 2000 decennial
census of the population, 9.3 percent of
Americans speak both their native language
and another language fluently;

Whereas according to the European Com-
mission Directorate General for Education
and Culture, 52.7 percent of Europeans speak
both their native language and another lan-
guage fluently;

Whereas the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 19656 names foreign lan-
guage study as part of a core curriculum
that includes English, mathematics, science,
civics, economics, arts, history, and geog-
raphy;

Whereas according to the Joint Center for
International Language, foreign language
study increases a student’s cognitive and
critical thinking abilities;

Whereas according to the American Coun-
cil on the Teaching of Foreign Languages,
foreign language study increases a student’s
ability to compare and contrast cultural
concepts;

Whereas according to a 1992 report by the
College Entrance Examination Board, stu-
dents with 4 or more years in foreign lan-
guage study scored higher on the verbal sec-
tion of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)
than students who did not;

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965
labels foreign language study as vital to se-
cure the future economic welfare of the
United States in a growing international
economy;

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965
recommends encouraging businesses and for-
eign language study programs to work in a
mutually productive relationship which ben-
efits the Nation’s future economic interest;

Whereas according to the Centers for Inter-
national Business Education and Research
program, foreign language study provides
the ability both to gain a comprehensive un-
derstanding of and to interact with the cul-
tures of United States trading partners, and
thus establishes a solid foundation for suc-
cessful economic relationships;

Whereas Report 107-592 of the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives concludes that
American multinational corporations and
nongovernmental organizations do not have
the people with the foreign language abili-
ties and cultural exposure that are needed;

Whereas the 2001 Hart-Rudman Report on
National Security in the 21st Century names
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foreign language study and requisite knowl-
edge in languages as vital for the Federal
Government to meet 21st century security
challenges properly and effectively;

Whereas the American intelligence com-
munity stresses that individuals with proper
foreign language expertise are greatly need-
ed to work on important national security
and foreign policy issues, especially in light
of the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001;

Whereas a 1998 study conducted by the Na-
tional Foreign Language Center concludes
that inadequate resources existed for the de-
velopment, publication, distribution, and
teaching of critical foreign languages (such
as Arabic, Vietnamese, and Thai) because of
low student enrollment in the United States;
and

Whereas a shortfall of experts in foreign
languages has seriously hampered informa-
tion gathering and analysis within the
American intelligence community as dem-
onstrated by the 2000 Cox Commission noting
shortfalls in Chinese proficiency, and the Na-
tional Intelligence Council citing defi-
ciencies in Central Eurasian, East Asian, and
Middle Eastern languages: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that foreign
language study makes important contribu-
tions to a student’s cognitive development,
our national economy, and our national se-
curity;

(2) the Senate—

(A) designates the year 2005 as the ‘“Year of
Foreign Language Study’’, during which for-
eign language study is promoted and ex-
panded in elementary schools, secondary
schools, institutions of higher learning, busi-
nesses, and government programs; and

(B) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to—

(i) encourage and support initiatives to
promote and expand the study of foreign lan-
guages; and

(ii) observe the ‘“Year of Foreign Language
Study’ with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and other activities.

————

DESIGNATING THE ROBERT T.
MATSUI UNITED STATES COURT-
HOUSE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 7, S. 125.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 125) to designate the United
States courthouse located at 501 I Street in
Sacramento, California, as the Robert T.
Matsui United States Courthouse.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid on the table,
and that any statements relating
thereto be printed in the RECORD, all
without further intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 125) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:
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S. 125

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
501 I Street in Sacramento, California, shall
be known and designated as the ‘“‘Robert T.
Matsui United States Courthouse’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘“Robert T. Matsui
United States Courthouse’.

AUTHORITY TO SIGN DULY EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that during the ad-
journment of the Senate, the senior
Senator from Virginia and the junior
Senator from Virginia be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills and joint reso-
lutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
REPORT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the Senate’s adjournment,
committees be authorized to report
legislative and executive matters on
Wednesday, February 23, from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of S. Res. 105, adopted April 13,
1989, as amended by S. Res. 149, adopted
October 5, 1993, as amended by Public
Law 105-275, further amended by S.
Res. 75, adopted March 25, 1999, amend-
ed by S. Res. 383, adopted October 27,
2000, and amended by S. Res. 355, adopt-
ed November 13, 2002, and further
amended by S. Res. 480, adopted No-
vember 20, 2004, the appointment of the
following Senators to serve as members
of the Senate National Security Work-
ing Group for the 109th Congress: Sen-
ator TED STEVENS of Alaska, President
Pro Tempore; Senator THAD COCHRAN
of Mississippi, Majority Co-Chairman;
Senator JOHN KYL of Arizona, Majority
Co-Chairman; Senator RICHARD LUGAR
of Indiana; Senator JOHN WARNER of
Virginia; Senator JEFF SESSIONS of
Alabama; Senator TRENT LOTT of Mis-
sissippi, Majority Co-Chairman; Sen-
ator GORDON SMITH of Oregon; and Sen-
ator LINCOLN CHAFEE of Rhode Island.

The Chair, on behalf of the Majority
Leader, pursuant to Section 154 of Pub-
lic Law 108-199, appoints the following
Senator as Chairman of the Senate
Delegation to the U.S.-Russia Inter-
parliamentary Group conference during
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the 109th Congress: the Honorable
TRENT LOTT of Mississippi.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d-
276g, as amended, appoints the fol-
lowing Senator as Chairman of the
Senate Delegation to the Canada-U.S.
Interparliamentary Group conference
during the 109th Congress: the Honor-
able MICHAEL D. CRAPO of Idaho.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, in accordance with 22 U.S.C.
1928a-1928d, as amended, appoints the
following Senator as Chairman of the
Senate Delegation to the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly during the 109th
Congress: the Honorable GORDON H.
SMITH of Oregon.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 310

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 310) to increase the penalties
for violations by television and radio broad-
casters of the prohibitions against trans-
mission of obscene, indecent, and profane
material, and for other purposes.

Mr. FRIST. I now ask for a second
reading and, in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will receive a
second reading on the next legislative
day.

——————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 397 AND S. 403

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk
and due for their second readings. I ask
unanimous consent that the clerk read
the titles of the bills for a second time
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will read the titles of the bills for a
second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 397) to prohibit civil liability ac-
tions from being brought or continued
against manufacturers, distributors, dealers,
or importers of firearms or ammunition for
damages, injunctive or other relief resulting
from the misuse of their products by others.

A bill (S. 403) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit taking minors
across State lines in circumvention of laws
requiring the involvement of parents in abor-
tion decisions.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I object to
further proceedings en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion has been heard. The bills will be
placed on the Senate calendar.

——————

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 5, S. Res. 50, the committee
funding resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 50) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for
the periods March 1, 2005, through September
30, 2005, October 1, 2005, through September
30, 2006, and October 1, 2006, through Feb-
ruary 28, 2007.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 50) was agreed
to, as follows:

S. RES. 50

Resolved,

SECTION 1. AGGREGATE AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of carrying
out the powers, duties, and functions under
the Standing Rules of the Senate, and under
the appropriate authorizing resolutions of
the Senate there is authorized for the period
March 1, 2005, through September 30, 2005, in
the aggregate of $52,563,7563, for the period
October 1, 2005, through September 30, 2006,
in the aggregate of $92,292,337, and for the pe-
riod October 1, 2006, through February 28,
2007, in the aggregate of $39,287,233, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this resolu-
tion, for standing committees of the Senate,
the Special Committee on Aging, the Select
Committee on Intelligence, and the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized such sums as may be necessary for
agency contributions related to the com-
pensation of employees of the committees
for the period March 1, 2005, through Sep-
tember 30, 2005, for the period October 1, 2005,
through September 30, 2006, and for the pe-
riod October 1, 2006, through February 28,
2007, to be paid from the appropriations ac-
count for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’ of the Senate.

SEC. 2. COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRI-
TION, AND FORESTRY.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry is authorized from March 1,
2005, through February 28, 2007, in its discre-
tion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2005.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2005, through
September 30, 2005, under this section shall
not exceed $2,090,901, of which amount—
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(1) not to exceed $150,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $40,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(c) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2005, through September 30,
2006, under this section shall not exceed
$3,670,623, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $150,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $40,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(d) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2007.—For the period October 1, 2006,
through February 28, 2007, expenses of the
committee under this section shall not ex-
ceed $1,562,289, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $150,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946); and

(2) not to exceed $40,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Armed Services is author-
ized from March 1, 2005, through February 28,
2007, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2005.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2005, through
September 30, 2005, under this section shall
not exceed $3,859,485, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $80,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $30,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(c) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2005, through September 30,
2006, under this section shall not exceed
$6,778,457, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $75,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $30,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
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