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Indeed, last year we passed legislation
raising criminal penalties to these new
levels. Yet despite the damage these
conspiracies do to the economy and in-
dividual consumers, our law enforce-
ment agencies lack the one vital tool
essential to uncover these secret con-
spiracies—the ability to obtain a wire-
tap to monitor communications be-
tween the suspected conspirators upon
a showing of probable cause. This legis-
lation will remedy this defect by grant-
ing to our law enforcement officials
this necessary means to protect con-
sumers and end illegal antitrust con-
spiracies.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
in supporting this legislation.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RETIREMENT OF ARNOLD
SCHOFIELD

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
acknowledge the retirement of Arnold
Schofield who is completing 25 years of
service as site historian at Fort Scott
National Historic Site, Fort Scott, KS.

Completing a 43-year career in Fed-
eral service, he remains passionate
about American cultural and military
history. Arnold is highly respected for
his extraordinary Kknowledge and his
ability to bring history to life. Those
fortunate to have heard his presen-
tations throughout Kansas and the
Midwest were left with a greater appre-
ciation of the area’s rich past and a de-
sire to learn even more. For decades,
Arnold was a familiar figure in Fort
Scott’s countless tourism efforts and
became one of the region’s most rec-
ognizable and appreciated figures.

While the loss at Fort Scott National
Historic Site will be significant, Ar-
nold will continue his public service
near Pleasanton, KS, as site adminis-
trator at Mine Creek Battlefield State
Historic Site. He looks forward to the
challenge of preserving, protecting and
interpreting the site of the largest
Civil War battle in Kansas and one of
the largest cavalry engagements of the
Civil War.

He will take with him rich memories
of his earlier service at Harpers Ferry
National Historic Park and the Blue
Ridge Parkway in Virginia and North
Carolina.

I welcome this opportunity to thank
and congratulate Mr. Schofield on his
retirement from over four decades of
Federal service and extend to him our
best wishes in his new position at Mine
Creek Battlefield.e

———

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF LEXINGTON CATHOLIC
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay
tribute and congratulate Lexington
Catholic Girl’s Basketball Team, the
Lady Knights, who were recently
ranked No. 3 in ihigh.com’s national
ratings, and No. 5 in USA Today’s
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Super 25. The Lady Knights are cur-
rently undefeated within their region
and will go on to next month to com-
pete within the State for the State
championship title. Their recent per-
formance has given Kentucky reason to
be proud.

Led by coach Greg Todd, the Ladies
Knights are currently ranked No. 1
within their region with a record of 22
to 1. In doing so they have beaten the
four highest-ranked regional teams in
the Louisville Courier-Journal news-
paper’s Litkenhous Ratings by a com-
bined 70 points.

I cannot think of a much better
group of young people to represent
Kentucky. As a former Major League
Baseball player, I appreciate their ath-
letic excellence. As a U.S. Senator
from Kentucky, I appreciate the dig-
nity with which they played.

I am proud to read the names of
these teammates into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD today. They are Adaeze
Azubuike, Anaris Sickles, Briana
Green, Keyla Snowden, Katie Scordo,
Rebecca Rhule, Lauren Ramsey, Nikki
Davis, Ktie Frueh, Chelsey Johnson,
Kellie Cash, Natalie Novosel, Ashley
Devers, Lesley Server, Elizabeth Elam,
Shannon Novosel, and Katie Kissner.

The citizens of Kentucky should be
proud of these young ladies. Their ex-
ample of dedication and hard work
should be an inspiration to the entire
State. I wish them continued success
both on and off the basketball court.e

————

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NASA/
NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY
PRE-SERVICE CONFERENCE

e Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize the outstanding
growth and service of the NASA Lang-
ley Pre-Service Teacher Program. This
year’s national conference, which is
being held this week from February 17
through 19, 2005, will mark the 10 year
anniversary of this highly successful
educational program.

The Pre-Service Teacher Program is
a project run through the cooperation
of NASA’s Langley Office of Education
and Norfolk State University’s School
of Science & Technology. Its mission is
to provide Pre-Service teachers and
faculty members opportunities to en-
hance their knowledge and skill in
teaching mathematics and science
using technology at the elementary
and middle school levels.

Since its humble beginnings as a
small regional conference held in
Hampton, VA, in 1995, the Pre-Service
Teacher Program has grown into a
large mnational conference annually
held in Alexandria, VA. The program
began with only 25 member institu-
tions representing 10 States and now
boasts membership of over 104 institu-
tions representing 31 States. It is im-
portant to recognize that of the 104
member institutions, there are rep-
resentatives from Hispanic Serving In-
stitutions, Tribal Colleges and Univer-
sities, and Historically Black Colleges
and Universities.
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The Pre-Service Teacher Program’s
continued growth led to the addition of
a Pre-Service Teacher Institute in 1998.
This 2-week long immersion program
allows more pre-service teachers the
opportunity to interface with NASA
personnel, tour Langley’s facilities,
and learn ways to incorporate NASA’s
cutting-edge research into lesson plans
for elementary and middle school stu-
dents. As the success of this program
has grown, the Pre-Service Teacher
Program expanded in 2000 to seven
sites beyond Hampton, VA, and, with
time, I am sure it will continue to
grow.

I congratulate the Pre-Service
Teacher Program’s tremendous growth
and impact on Virginia classrooms and
schools across the Nation. They are to
be commended for their hard work and
attention to our Nation’s future: our
children. I wish them continued suc-
cess, keep fighting and keep suc-
ceeding.e®

CONGRATULATING HENRY
HERZING

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I rise
to extend my congratulations to Henry
Herzing, founder and President of
Herzing Colleges, for providing 40 years
of progressive, career-focused edu-
cation that has prepared a diverse stu-
dent population to meet the needs of
employers in technology, business,
health care, design and public safety.

Since the first campus opened in Mil-
waukee, WI in 1965 as a computer pro-
gramming school, Herzing College has
grown to include six campuses in the
U.S. along with other affiliated col-
leges, five of which are in Canada.

During these 40 years of expanding
its campuses and diversifying its edu-
cational programs, Herzing College has
also raised its level of credentials from
diploma to associate of science, to
most recently, Bachelor of Science de-
grees. In recent years, Herzing College
has also brought its high-quality pro-
grams to the online environment to
allow students in other locations to up-
grade their career potential.

I congratulate Henry Herzing and all
his faculty and staff for 40 years of
““‘student-centered’ education and urge
him to continue to play an important
role in the higher education commu-
nity in the United States.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting nominations which
were referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
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(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT DATED FEBRUARY 2005
WITH THE ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC AD-
VISERS FOR 2005—PM 6

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
President of the United States, to-
gether with an accompanying report;
which was referred to the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee:

To the Congress of the United States:

The United States is enjoying a ro-
bust economic expansion because of the
good policies we have put in place and
the strong efforts of America’s workers
and entrepreneurs. Four years ago, our
economy was sliding into recession.
The bursting of the high-tech bubble,
revelations of corporate scandals, and
terrorist attacks hurt our economy,
leading to falling incomes and rising
unemployment.

We acted by passing tax relief so
American families could keep more of
their own money. At the same time, we
gave businesses incentives to invest
and create jobs. Last year, we gained
over 2 million new jobs, and the econo-
my’s production of goods and services
rose by 4.4 percent. The unemployment
rate is now 5.2 percent, which is lower
than the average of each of the past
three decades and the lowest since the
attacks of September 11, 2001. Our pro-
growth policies are taking us in the
right direction.

As I start my second term, we must
take action to keep our economy grow-
ing. I will not be satisfied until every
American who wants to work can find
a job. I have laid out a comprehensive
strategy to sustain growth, create jobs,
and confront the challenges of a chang-
ing America.

I am committed to restraining spend-
ing by eliminating government pro-
grams that do not work and by making
government provide important services
more efficiently. I have pledged to cut
the deficit in half by 2009, and we are
on track to do so.

The greatest fiscal challenges we face
arise from the aging of our society. Be-
cause Americans are having fewer chil-
dren and living longer, seniors are be-
coming a larger proportion of the popu-
lation. This change has important im-
plications for the Social Security sys-
tem, because the benefits paid to retir-
ees come from taxes on today’s work-
ers. In 1950, there were 16 workers pay-
ing into Social Security for every per-
son receiving benefits. Now there are
just over 3, and that number will fall to
2 by the time today’s young workers
retire. We will not change Social Secu-
rity for those now retired or nearing
retirement. We need to permanently
fix the Social Security system for our
children and grandchildren. I will work
with the Congress to fix Social Secu-
rity for generations to come.
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The current tax code is a drag on the
economy. It discourages saving and in-
vestment, and it requires individuals
and businesses to spend billions of dol-
lars and millions of hours each year to
comply with the complicated system. I
will lead a bipartisan effort to reform
our tax code to make it simpler, fairer,
and more pro-growth.

We are working to make health care
more affordable and accessible for
American families. The Medicare mod-
ernization bill I signed gives seniors
more choices and helps them get the
benefits of modern medicine and pre-
scription drug coverage. We have cre-
ated health savings accounts, which
give workers and families more control
over their health care decisions. We
will open or expand more community
health centers for those in need. To
help control health costs and make
health care more accessible, we must
let small businesses pool risks across
states so they can get the same dis-
counts for health insurance that big
companies get. We will increase the use
of health information technology that
will make health care more efficient,
cur down on mistakes, and control
costs.

Our litigation system encourages
junk lawsuits and harms our economy,
and the system must be reformed. I
support medical liability reform to
control the cost of health care, keep
good medical professionals from being
driven out of practice, and ensure that
patient care—not avoidance of law-
suits—is the central concern in all
medical decisions. I support class ac-
tion reform to eliminate the waste, in-
efficiency, and unfairness of the class-
action system. And I support reforms
to the asbestos litigation system in
order to protect victims with asbestos-
related injuries and prevent frivolous
lawsuits that harm our economy and
cost jobs.

I will continue to push for energy
legislation to help keep our economy
strong. We must modernize our elec-
tricity system to make it more reli-
able. To make our energy supply more
secure, we must explore for more en-
ergy in environmentally friendly ways
in our own country, develop alter-
native sources of energy, and encour-
age conservation.

I will work to further simplify and
streamline federal regulations that
hinder growth and encumber our job
creators. Our economy needs to allow
entrepreneurs to spend more time
doing business and less time with their
lawyers and accountants.

I believe that Americans benefit from
open markets and free and fair trade,
and I am working to open up markets
around the world and make sure that
the playing field is level for our work-
ers, farmers, manufacturers, and other
job creators. In the past four years, we
concluded free-trade agreements with
Singapore, Chile, Australia, Morocco,
Bahrain, Jordan, and six countries in
Central America and the Caribbean.
My Administration will continue to
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work to expand trade on a multilat-
eral, regional, and bilateral basis, and
to enforce our trade laws to help en-
sure a level playing field.

I have a plan to prepare our young
people for the jobs of the 21st century.
We have brought greater account-
ability to our public schools and are
working to improve our high schools.
We have made Pell grants available to
one million more students, and we will
work to make college more affordable
by increasing the size of Pell grants for
low-income students. We are reforming
our workforce training programs to
help Americans obtain the skills need-
ed for the jobs that our economy is cre-
ating.

I have an ambitious agenda for the
next four years. During my first term,
working with the Congress, I put poli-
cies in place to ensure a rapid recovery
and to support strong growth. In my
second term, together we will cut the
budget deficit in half, fix Social Secu-
rity, reform the tax code, reduce the
burden of junk lawsuits, ensure a reli-
able and affordable energy supply, con-
tinue to promote free and fair trade,
help make health care affordable and
accessible for American families, and
expand the quality and availability of
educational opportunities. These poli-
cies will produce an economic environ-
ment that continues to unleash the
creativity and energy of the American
people.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 66. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for the adjournment or recess of the
two Houses.

At 1:59 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
one of its clerks, announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
without amendment:

S. 5. An act to amend the procedures that
apply to consideration of interstate class ac-
tions to assure fairer outcomes for class
members and defendants, and for other pur-
poses.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives has signed the following enrolled
bill:

S. 5. An act to amend the procedures that
apply to consideration of interstate class ac-
tions to assure fairer outcomes for class
members and defendants, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

At 4:33 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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