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before Memorial Day recess, 2006. I
look forward to working with Senator
BOXER on scheduling a date and filling
out the witness list.

———————

SECURITY CONTRACTOR
PRACTICES IN IRAQ

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today, to discuss a matter of serious
concern. On December 9, The Wash-
ington Post reported that the Depart-
ment of Defense is investigating a
video posted on an Aegis-employee af-
filiated Web site which contains scenes
of violence and shooting against Iraqi
civilians.

An estimated 25,000 private security
contractors are currently working in
Iraq, earning anywhere from $550 to
$1,500 a day. Many of them are doing
their best to help maintain security for
the reconstruction of Iraq. However, if
the events displayed in the video are
accurate, the actions of these few con-
tractors put our troops at tremendous
risk. The video depicts the back win-
dow of a PSD, personal security detail,
vehicle. In the video you can hear a
machine gun being fired at cars which
are clearly more than 50 meters behind
the vehicle. The cars drift off the road
after many shots, leaving one to as-
sume the driver has been shot dead.
During the entire video, the Elvis Pres-
ley song ‘“‘Mystery Train’ plays in the
background.

This behavior is offensive. The ac-
tions of the individuals in the video put
our troops at risk because such incen-
diary behavior only increases hatred
towards Americans. Whether or not we
agree with the troops’ presence in Iraq,
we all agree that the safety of our
troops is paramount. Our troops in Iraq
who wear uniforms are instant targets
for retaliatory violence.

The U.S. service men and women who
deploy to Iraq serve because of a sense
of selfless service and duty. As mem-
bers of Congress, it is our duty to con-
duct oversight into the questionable
behavior of the private security con-
tractors. While our troops continue to
be deployed to Iraq and the security
situation remains fragile at best, it is
in our best interest to make sure civil-
ian-contractors do not exacerbate the
situation any further.

Therefore, I will be seeking a con-
gressional inquiry into the operations
and rules of engagement granted to pri-
vate security contractors currently op-
erating in Iraq. I will also recommend
a review of the contract awarded to
Aegis Specialist Risk Management. If
these events are happening, we must
stop them. We must take action so
that our troops and the Iraqi people
know that gratuitous violence on the
part of the people we deploy or employ
will not be tolerated.

———
INCLUSION OF IDAHO AND MON-

TANA IN THE RADIATION EXPO-

SURE COMPENSATION ACT

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I rise in
support of this bill to expand the Radi-
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ation Exposure Compensation Act,
RECA, to include the States of Idaho
and Montana. I am an original cospon-
sor of the legislation being introduced
by Senator CRAPO.

The National Academy of Sciences,
NAS, recognizes that citizens affected
by fallout from atomic bomb testing in
Nevada were not only the citizens of
that State or Utah, but also citizens to
the north, and east, and throughout
much of the world. This bill, consistent
studies showing that parts of Idaho and
Montana were among the most af-
fected, expands RECA geographically
to include these two States.

My colleagues and I are in the busi-
ness of making Idahoans eligible for
RECA compensation as expeditiously
as possible. Studies that take years
will simply not do for citizens who
would otherwise be eligible if they
lived on the other side of a State line.

The NAS recommended that RECA
should be overhauled, and I will make
sure this happens. In the meantime,
those Idahoans and Montanans who
qualify for compensation today should
be made eligible immediately.

———

BURMA

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I will discuss the disturbing situation
in Burma.

I have consistently stressed my deep
concerns regarding the repressive mili-
tary junta in Burma that continues to
commit severe human rights violations
against the Burmese people. Despite
consistent calls to halt abuses by the
Burmese military such as rape, harsh
political repression, torture,
extrajudicial executions, forced labor,
and human trafficking, the SPDC fails
to address these egregious violations
and permits violations to continue
with impunity.

However, I am encouraged by
ASEAN’s rejuvenated efforts to hold
Burma to long-promised democratic re-
forms. ASEAN’s resolute calls for the
release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other
members of NLD and more than 1,100
political prisoners, and for real demo-
cratic reform, are vital to legitimate
progress in Burma and regional sta-
bility and values. ASEAN has long
pushed for these goals and its recent
announcement that it will send an
envoy to evaluate Burma’s progress in
democratic reform is an important step
toward accountability.

It is far past time for the inter-
national community to begin a dia-
logue on Burma. I welcome the unani-
mous decision by the United Nations
Security Council to discuss the situa-
tion there. The September 2005 report
produced by Nobel Prize laureate
Desmond Tutu and former Czech Presi-
dent Vaclav Havel provided a solid
basis for these discussions. Burma’s
military junta has 1long prevented
United Nations envoys from visiting,
and I look forward to the international
community engaging in a serious dis-
cussion of the situation there.
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Those demanding real reform in
Burma must not relent. The SPDC
must take immediate steps to release
Aung Sang Suu Kyi and other political
prisoners and to create a broad-based
democratic government that respects
human rights and the rule of law.

WORK OUTAGE AT CALLAWAY
NUCLEAR PLANT

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I rise to
honor approximately 3,000 permanent
and supplemental workers, who re-
cently set a new world time record
while conducting a safe and successful
work outage on AmerenUE’s Callaway
Nuclear Plant. The Callaway Plant is
located in my home State of Missouri
and provides permanent jobs to more
than 1,000 people. Since 1984, Callaway
has generated an average of 8.9 billion
kilowatthours of electricity per year—
equal to the amount used annually by
more than 750,000 average households.

The Callaway Plant is owned and op-
erated by AmerenUE, a subsidiary of
Ameren Corporation, which provides
energy services to about 2.3 million
electric customers in Missouri and I1li-
nois. Callaway, along with 102 other
nuclear powerplants in the TUnited
States, is a critical component of our
Nation’s energy mix, providing low-
cost, reliable, and clean energy from an
abundant fuel source.

Approximately every 18 months nu-
clear plants must be shut down for re-
fueling, during which time the employ-
ees perform literally thousands of
maintenance activities, modifications,
and tests. In Callaway’s case, the plant
supplies nearly a quarter of Ameren’s
electricity production, thus it is crit-
ical that the work be done in a safe and
timely manner so the plant can be
brought back online as soon as pos-
sible.

The recent Callaway Plant outage
was the most complex in its history, as
it included not only refueling and the
usual maintenance activities, but also
replacement of four massive steam
generators, which measure 70 feet tall
and weigh 400 tons each, as well as
main turbine rotors. The Callaway
team set a new world record for such
outages, accomplishing their work in
63 days and 13 hours, beating the pre-
vious record of 64 days and 17 hours.
The combination of the new generators
and rotors are expected to add about 60
megawatts of additional generating ca-
pacity to the plant using the same
amount of fuel.

This summer Congress passed an en-
ergy bill, which recognizes the tremen-
dous need for increasing our supply of
clean energy while reducing our de-
pendence on foreign sources of energy.
The high-quality work of the Callaway
employees plays a major role in car-
rying out the objectives of this impor-
tant legislation. By not only com-
pleting the outage in a safe and timely
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manner, but also increasing its capac-
ity to produce electricity, these work-
ers are doing their part to meet Mis-
souri’s—and our Nation’s—growing en-
ergy needs.

I offer my personal thanks and con-
gratulations for a job well done to all
of the dedicated employees and the
temporary workers who, as a result of
exceptional preparation, teamwork,
and execution, successfully completed
the most complex outage at Callaway
Nuclear Plant.

I congratulate the AmerenUE work-
ers and their partners on their achieve-
ment. They have set a new standard of
excellence in safety and performance
and have helped advance the future of
the nuclear power industry as a whole.

———

MISSILE DEFENSE AGENCY’S
RECENT TESTING SUCCESSES

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise to
comment on an event that may have
understandably escaped the attention
of my colleagues because our plate is
full and the schedule is tight. I want to
underscore the importance of what oc-
curred on Tuesday night, December 13,
shortly after 10 p.m. Washington time.
It signaled a month of great achieve-
ment in our Nation’s Missile Defense
Program.

While many of us were turning on the
late news that night, an operationally
configured, ground-based interceptor
missile, of the kind now emplaced in
both Alaska and California, was
launched out of its silo in the Marshall
Islands and successfully completed all
its major test objectives. It dem-
onstrated smooth execution of the
launch sequence, separation of the
booster-kill vehicle, cryogenic cooling
of the sensor, and positioning of the
kill vehicle, among many other com-
plex actions. For this test, there was a
simulated target using data from pre-
vious launches. The interceptor suc-
cessfully flew through its impact point,
and had the target been real, it would
have been destroyed.

This test was the latest in an ex-
traordinary month. National attention
had been focused on setbacks to our de-
fense against long-range hostile bal-
listic missiles. However, this has been
a month of successes for current and
future elements of the Ballistic Missile
Defense System that can provide a de-
fense against both Ilong-range and
short-range threats. Perhaps these suc-
cesses have flown under our radar
screens, but now they deserve recogni-
tion.

In addition to this most recent test,
there are at least three others that oc-
curred in the past month worthy of
note.

On November 17, an Aegis Ballistic
Missile Defense SM-3 interceptor,
launched by an operational crew from
the USS Lake Erie off the coast of Ha-
waii, made a direct hit on an inert war-
head that separated from a target mis-
sile 100 miles in space—a far more chal-
lenging scenario than previous tests.
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This was the sixth successful intercept
by a SM-3 in the last seven such tests
since testing began in 2002. The suc-
cessful intercept of a separating war-
head advances our defense beyond sim-
pler, unitary, Scud-like missiles.

Just as important was the return to
flight of the terminal high altitude
area defense, or THAAD, interceptor.
After its last two successful flights in
1999, the program and the missile were
completely overhauled to make it more
reliable and easier to manufacture. On
November 22, the revamped missile was
launched from the White Sands Missile
Range without a flaw. The test vali-
dated the interceptor’s launch from
canister, rocket booster operation,
shroud and kill vehicle separation, and
control system that guides it to the
target for a Kkill.

And not least, just last week, on De-
cember 6, the Airborne Laser Program
successfully completed a full duration
lase at operational power. This in-
volved linking the energy output of six
large laser modules into a single beam,
powerful enough to destroy a missile in
its boost phase at the distances we
need to shoot to Kkill. Now that the
laser has successfully completed
ground testing in a surrogate aircraft,
it is being disassembled to load it onto
its flight test Boeing 747 for further
testing. The significance of achieving
this milestone cannot be overempha-
sized—this is a revolutionary weapon
with the potential to change fun-
damentally the ways in which we can
protect our Nation, our troops, and our
allies and friends from the growing bal-
listic missile threat.

These are the more visible Elements
of the integrated Ballistic Missile De-
fense System. What ties all these parts
together is the Global Command, Con-
trol, Battle Management and Commu-
nications System, the brain and the
nerves. It is less visible than radars
and rockets, but our missile defenses
couldn’t work without it. The integra-
tion of far-flung parts, new and up-
graded, often made at different times
by different contractors, has been a
great challenge, but it is one we are
steadily and remarkably overcoming.

There have been many naysayers and
doubters on missile defense. But I am
proud to have supported the Missile
Defense Agency over the past year as it
has grappled in an intensive effort to
track down and eliminate or minimize
risks that have contributed to setbacks
in the past. There is an emphasis on
quality that is paying off, as witnessed
by these last four successful tests. We
learn from our mistakes, and we now
bear the fruit of the combined efforts
of a wide range of dedicated military,
civilian, and contractor personnel.
Testing will continue, we will encoun-
ter difficulties, but the program will
move forward. We are succeeding in
building an integrated and layered Bal-
listic Missile Defense System, our de-
fenses will continue to improve, and
our citizens will be increasingly pro-
tected and grateful.
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RADIATION EXPOSURE
COMPENSATION ACT

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, on April
28, 2005 of this year, just hours after
the National Academy of Science re-
leased its report, I stood before this
body and declared the importance of
amending this law. On May 9, I intro-
duced S. 977 which places Montana on
equal ground with others who have suf-
fered from nuclear testing fallout.
Again, on May 10, I stood in this Cham-
ber and talked about the importance of
this legislation for the good people of
Montana. Today, I am happy to be
joined in my efforts by the Senator
from Idaho, who introduced similar
legislation for the people of Idaho. This
bill is an important step forward in se-
curing the justice that the people of
Montana deserve. This bill combines
my efforts with those of Senator CRAPO
to extend RECA coverage to both Mon-
tana and Idaho in a single, simple bill.

Montana, more than any other State,
was affected by the downwind radiation
that came from the nuclear testing in
Nevada during the 1950s. The statistics
are eye-opening. Of the 25 counties in
the United States with the highest ex-
posure rates, 15 are in Montana.
Meagher County in Montana has a rate
of exposure greater than any other
county in the United States. Fifty-five
out of Montana’s 56 counties experi-
enced elevated levels of radiation expo-
sure. And yet, Montana is the only
State in the region that receives abso-
lutely no compensation from the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act
whatsoever.

The reported rate of thyroid cancer—
which is the health affect most associ-
ated with the exposure to Iodine-131
from this testing—is 17.5 times the na-
tional rate. Between 1989 and 2003,
while the national rate of thyroid can-
cer increased 38 percent, Montanans
saw an increase of 127 percent.

When Congress passed RECA in 1990,
it was an important step toward set-
ting a grave injustice right. As a can-
cer survivor myself, I know that no
amount of money can heal the wounds
suffered by the victims of radiation ex-
posure. Time and time again, I have
heard from Montanans who tell me
that it is not about the money. The
people of Montana aren’t coming to
their Government with their hands
out. They are demanding justice. They
are demanding acknowledgement of
their suffering. They are demanding
that we do the right thing.

When RECA was passed in 1990, my
colleagues did their best to do the right
thing. For that, they should be com-
mended. For the 9,117 Americans who
have received compensation for down-
wind exposure since RECA became law
in 1990, justice has been served. Re-
sponsibility has been taken, so that
wounds can begin to heal.

And, it wasn’t an easy journey. The
first hearings for RECA were held way
back in 1979, almost 30 years ago. The
questions that needed to be asked took
time to answer: Was there downwind
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