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States has constructed the Prolifera-
tion Security Initiative, which enlisted 
the participation of other nations in 
the interdiction of WMD, but it lacks a 
coordinated effort to improve the capa-
bilities of our foreign partners so that 
they can play a larger and more effec-
tive role. 

The Lugar-Obama bill earmarks 25 
percent of the Nonproliferation, 
Antiterrorism, Demining, and Related 
Programs account to address the short-
comings in the State Department’s re-
sponse. If currently law, this would 
have amounted to $110 million this 
year. Our bill goes one step further by 
calling on the State Department to 
also commit 25 percent of annual for-
eign military financing amounts to na-
tions for the purchase of equipment to 
improve their ability to detect and 
interdict WMD. This would represent a 
potent but flexible tool that could help 
build a network of WMD detection and 
interdiction capabilities world wide 
and contribute to U.S. national secu-
rity. 

Senator OBAMA and I recently wrote 
in the Washington Post that the United 
States cannot stop the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction alone. We 
need the vigilance of like-minded na-
tions, but many of our potential part-
ners lack the capability to detect hid-
den weapons and interdict shipments. 
We believe our legislation will address 
this gap. 

If weapons or materials of mass de-
struction elude U.S. programmatic ef-
forts at the source, at international 
borders, and our own borders, the next 
line of defense must take the form of 
help to local ‘‘first responders’’—the 
firemen, police, emergency manage-
ment teams, and medical personnel 
who will be on the front lines. 

In 1996, I joined my colleagues Sam 
Nunn and PETE DOMENICI in offering 
the Nunn-Lugar-Domenici ‘‘Defense 
Against Weapons of Mass Destruction’’ 
legislation. For the first time, it di-
rected the professionals from the De-
partment of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to join into 
a partnership with local emergency 
professionals in cities across the coun-
try, including Indianapolis and Fort 
Wayne. 

The Pentagon developed plans to sup-
ply training and equipment to 120 cit-
ies across the country. In February 
1998, the Nunn-Lugar-Domenici Domes-
tic Preparedness Program visited Indi-
anapolis and Marion County. Six hun-
dred fifty first responders received 
training to respond to nuclear, chem-
ical and biological incidents. In the 
years that followed, thousands of addi-
tional professionals received instruc-
tion through the program’s train-the- 
trainer program. In 2000, Fort Wayne 
and Allen County received similar 
training under the Nunn-Lugar-Domen-
ici Program. 

The training proved its worth when 
Indianapolis was confronted with the 
threat of weapons of mass destruction. 
Planned Parenthood clinics in Indian-
apolis and New Albany and at St. Mat-
thews Catholic Church and elsewhere 
received anthrax threats. We were re-
lieved that the threats were deter-
mined to be false but proud to see the 
professional manner in which the city’s 
first responders reacted to the threat 
and treated the potential victims. 

Over the last 15 years, I have worked 
closely with both Bush administrations 
and President Clinton to safeguard the 
American people from the threats asso-
ciated with weapons of mass destruc-
tion. We still have much work to do, 
but the certification of the Indiana 
WMD–CST makes the people of Indiana 
safer. I am thankful that in the event 
of a WMD incident, the people of Indi-
ana will not be alone. Local first re-
sponders and the WMD–CST will be 
there to provide assistance and exper-
tise.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and withdrawals which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 4096. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend to 2006 the al-
ternative minimum tax relief available in 
2005 and to index such relief for inflation. 

H.R. 4388. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4440. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax benefits 
for the Gulf Opportunity Zone and certain 
areas affected by Hurricanes Rita and 
Wilma, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4769. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Director, 
Office of Administration, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the personnel report for personnel em-
ployed in the White House Office the Execu-
tive Residence at the White House, the Office 
of the Vice President, the Office of Policy 

Development (Domestic Policy Staff), and 
the Office of Administration; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget. 

EC–4770. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Extraordinary Contractual Ac-
tions’’ (DFARS Case 2003–D048) received on 
November 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–4771. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Subcontracting Policies and Proce-
dures’’ (DFARS Case 2003–D025) received on 
November 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–4772. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Update of Clauses for Tele-
communications Services’’ (DFARS Case 
2003–D053) received on November 28, 2005; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4773. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Acquisition of Telecommuni-
cations Services’’ (DFARS Case 2003–D055) 
received on November 28, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–4774. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Contract Administration’’ (DFARS 
Case 2003–D023) received on November 28, 
2005; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4775. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Information Technology Equip-
ment—Screening of Government Inventory’’ 
(DFARS Case 2003–D054) received on Novem-
ber 28, 2005; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4776. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisi-
tion Policy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Contract Modifications’’ (DFARS 
Case 2003–D024) received on November 28, 
2005; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4777. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a nomination for the position of General 
Counsel, received on November 28, 2005; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–4778. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
the designation of an acting officer for the 
position of Assistant Secretary, received on 
November 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4779. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy in the position of Assistant Sec-
retary, received on November 28, 2005; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–4780. A communication from the Dep-
uty Executive Director, Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Allocation of Assets in Single- 
Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions for 
Valuing and Paying Benefits’’ (29 CFR Parts 
4022 and 4044) received on November 28, 2005; 
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to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4781. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Medical Devices; General 
and Plastic Surgery Devices; Classification 
of the Low Energy Ultrasound Wound Clean-
er’’ (Docket No. 2005P–0366) received on No-
vember 28, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4782. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Enforcement in Group and Indi-
vidual Health Insurance Markets’’ (RIN0938– 
AN35) received on November 28, 2005; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–4783. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Hospice Care Amend-
ments’’ (RIN0938–AJ36) received on Novem-
ber 28, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4784. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Electronic Submission 
of Medicare Claims’’ (RIN0938–AM22) re-
ceived on November 28, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4785. A communication from the Chair-
man, International Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Buy 
American Act Report covering fiscal year 
2004; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4786. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal 
Rates—December 2005’’ (Rev. Rul. 2005–77) re-
ceived on November 28, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4787. A communication from the Unit 
Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Proce-
dure: Reduction of Penalty for Understating 
Tax by Adequate Disclosure of an Item on 
Return’’ (Rev. Proc. 2005–75) received on No-
vember 28, 2005; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–4788. A communication from the Chief, 
Publications and Regulations Branch, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Market Segment 
Specialization Paper: Audit Technique 
Guide—Retail Industry’’ received on Novem-
ber 28, 2005; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4789. A communication from the Regu-
latory Officer, Directives and Regulations 
Branch, Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Travel Manage-
ment; Designated Routes and Areas for 
Motor Vehicle Use; Final’’ (RIN0596–AC11) 
received on November 28, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–4790. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Tralkoxydim; Pesticide Tolerance’’ 

(FRL7722–6) received on November 28, 2005; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–4791. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report regarding the future of 
Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4792. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress on 
Energy Savings Performance Contracts’’; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4793. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Buy American Act Report for fiscal year 
2004; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4794. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Energy Information Adminis-
tration, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘An-
nual Energy Review 2004’’; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4795. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Application Procedures, Execution 
and Filing of Forms: Correction of State Of-
fice Address for Filings and Recordings, 
Proper Offices for Recording of Mining 
Claims’’ (RIN1004–AD77) received on Novem-
ber 28, 2005; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–4796. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘North Dakota 
Regulatory Program’’ (ND–048–FOR) received 
on November 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4797. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Illinois Regu-
latory Program’’ (IL–103–FOR) received on 
November 28, 2005; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4798. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Alaska Regu-
latory Program’’ (AK–006–FOR) received on 
November 28, 2005; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4799. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Cuban Emigration 
Policies’’; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

EC–4800. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Arms Export Control Act, the certification 
of a proposed license for the export of de-
fense articles or defense services sold com-
mercially under contract in the amount of 
$50,000,000 or more to Taiwan and Israel; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4801. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Arms Export Control Act, the certification 
of a proposed license for the export of de-
fense articles or defense services sold com-
mercially under contract in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more to France, Austria, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, and the United Kingdom; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4802. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 

the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 05–277–05–290); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 

The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following nominations and 
the nominations were placed on the Ex-
ecutive Calendar: 

Michael Joseph Copps, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for a term of five years from 
July 1, 2005. 

Deborah Taylor Tate, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring June 30, 2007. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 
S. 2084. A bill to direct the Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission to issue regulations 
concerning the safety and labeling of port-
able generators; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 2085. A bill to provide a supplemental 

payment to assist agricultural producers in 
mitigating increasing input costs, including 
energy and fertilizer costs; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and 
Mr. SMITH): 

S. 2086. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the definition of 
compensation for purposes of determining 
the limits on contributions to individual re-
tirement accounts and annuities, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. CHAMBLISS: 
S. 2087. A bill to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to provide for the em-
ployment of foreign agricultural workers, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ALLARD (for himself and Mr. 
ENZI): 

S. 2088. A bill to assist low-income fami-
lies, displaced from their residences in the 
States of Alabama, Louisiana, and Mis-
sissippi as a result of Hurricane Katrina, by 
establishing within the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development a homesteading 
initiative that offers displaced low-income 
families the opportunity to purchase a home 
owned by the Federal Government and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr. 
INOUYE): 

S. 2089. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1271 North King Street in Honolulu, Oahu, 
Hawaii, as the ‘‘Hiram L. Fong Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 2090. A bill for the relief of Ibrahim 

Parlak; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. JOHNSON: 

S. 2091. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for certain 
servicemembers to become eligible for edu-
cational assistance under the Montgomery 
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