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Jewish and Hindu among them, on the 
other. 

I ask for unanimous consent that the 
entirety of King Abdullah’s statement 
on the Amman bombings of last week 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
HIS MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH’S ADDRESS TO 

THE NATION FOLLOWING THE AMMAN BOMB-
INGS, NOVEMBER 10, 2005, AMMAN, JORDAN 
I would like to begin by extending my pro-

found condolences to the families of all the 
innocent victims who were killed, and we are 
praying for a swift recovery for all of those 
who were injured. 

This is not the first time that Jordan has 
been a target of terrorism. It is also not the 
only country that has been a victim of ter-
rorism; there have been many countries in 
the region and throughout the world which 
have been similarly terrorized by attacks of 
greater scope and intensity. 

We know, however, that Jordan has been 
targeted more than any other country for 
several reasons, among them, its role and its 
message defending the essence of Islam—the 
religion of moderation and tolerance that ab-
hors the terrorists who kill innocents in Is-
lam’s name, even as Islam is innocent of 
such crimes. 

Let it be clear to everyone that we will 
pursue these terrorists and those who aide 
them; we will reach them wherever they are, 
pull them from their lairs and submit them 
to justice. 

Jordan does not bow to coercion. We will 
not be intimidated into altering our posi-
tion, nor will we abandon our convictions or 
forfeit our role in the fight against terrorism 
in all its forms. To the contrary, every act of 
terrorism strengthens our resolve to adhere 
to our convictions, and to confront, with all 
means at our disposal, those who seek to un-
dermine the security and stability of this 
country. 

Our confidence in the security services and 
their ability to protect the security of this 
country and its stability remains unwaver-
ing. We have succeeded in preventing many 
planned attacks on this country. For every 
infrequent success terrorists have had in car-
rying out one of their crimes, we have had 
many more successes in foiling their plots. 

I appeal to every citizen—man and 
woman—of this country to consider himself 
or herself a soldier and a security officer. 
Each one of you has a responsibility to pro-
tect your country. Circumstances require 
each and every citizen to be cautious and 
vigilant, and to cooperate with the security 
services to prevent any attack on the secu-
rity and stability of this country. We must 
be united in confronting these terrorists, 
who have neither a religion nor a conscience. 

I am confident that the patriots of Jor-
dan—men and women—will maintain, as 
they always have, a watchful eye over the 
country and its security, and will be the first 
line of defense in protecting Jordan and its 
achievements. Jordan will continue, with the 
help of God and the determination of its peo-
ple, to overcome evil. 

Finally, all my thanks and appreciation go 
to our security, military and civil institu-
tions, as well as to the citizens of Jordan 
who have acted as one in confronting the at-
tacks on our precious capital, Amman. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington is recognized. 

(The remarks of Mrs. MURRAY and 
Ms. COLLINS pertaining to the introduc-

tion of S2008 are printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that following my 
remarks, Senator DURBIN be recog-
nized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. STABENOW. I thank the Chair. 
f 

ASIAN TRADE 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
President Bush arrived in Japan today 
and will meet tomorrow with Prime 
Minister Koizumi. Later this week, he 
will travel to China to meet with their 
President as well. It is time that we in-
sist that the President use this oppor-
tunity, this important opportunity, to 
demand changes, changes in our eco-
nomic relationship with China and 
with Japan. The President needs to 
say, as he is there with those leaders, 
that we will no longer accept their ille-
gal trade practices that are costing 
American jobs, and we demand that 
changes be made; we no longer accept 
the fact that China and Japan manipu-
late their currency, which means their 
products are artificially lower than 
ours when they sell them into this 
country; we no longer accept that they 
are stealing our patents and our intel-
lectual property. 

Last week, I was pleased to author a 
letter to the President with that very 
message on behalf of myself and 14 
other Senators, urging him to make 2 
major changes in our relationship with 
these important nations: No. 1, we need 
to end the rampant counterfeiting of 
American products that is occurring in 
China. It is estimated that 7 percent of 
world trade is in counterfeit goods, 
that the counterfeit market is worth 
$350 billion. It is estimated that in the 
auto industry alone, we lose over $12 
billion annually to counterfeit auto 
parts, parts that are unsafe as well as 
costing us jobs. If you stop this illegal 
activity, the auto industry could hire 
an additional 200,000 workers—200,000 
workers in Michigan. That would equal 
our ability to cut our unemployment 
rate by two-thirds—200,000 people who 
are now challenged with losing their 
way of life, trying to figure out what 
they are going to do if they are making 
half or a third less of what they used to 
make because of what is happening in 
manufacturing in our country. People 
are paying more for health care and 
may very well lose their pension. 

We can do something about this if we 
simply change our relationship and 
send a strong message that we are 
going to put American businesses and 
American workers first. Our middle 
class clearly was built on manufac-
turing, and our manufacturers are hav-
ing a hard time these days. 

It is critical that we continue to 
manufacture in this country. Is it 
changing? Has it changed? Of course, it 
is now high-tech manufacturing. When 
you walk into an automobile factory, 
it looks very different—quiet, clean, 
computers, highly skilled workers—but 
we have to maintain a strong, vibrant 
manufacturing economy. We cannot 
just step back and say we are going to 
be a service economy now and let the 
rest of the world make things and grow 
things. That will lead to what is now 
becoming a race to the bottom for 
American families. 

The Economist Magazine recently re-
ported a disturbing fact. This year, 
manufacturing jobs in the United 
States dropped below 10 percent of the 
population for the first time in history. 
This is not acceptable if we are going 
to continue to have our way of life in 
this country, and it is not necessary. If 
anyone believes that the middle class 
in this country can survive without a 
vibrant manufacturing sector, they are 
mistaken. As I indicated, we must 
make things in this country and add 
value to it as we do so, as well as grow 
things. That is a foundation of our 
economy, and that is what has created 
the wonderful middle class and the 
wonderful way of life we have enjoyed 
for so long as Americans. 

We can do better than this policy 
that is currently in place. 

The President must demand that 
China and Japan stop manipulating 
their currency. When they undervalue 
their currency, it makes U.S. exports 
to China artificially more expensive 
and places U.S. manufacturers at an 
unfair disadvantage in the Chinese 
market. It also makes their imports to 
us artificially less expensive, hurting 
manufacturers and costing American 
jobs. When they undervalue their cur-
rency, it is essentially an illegal sub-
sidy of imports from China and a large 
tax on U.S. exports to China, and we 
need to call it the way it is. The Presi-
dent needs to be in China and call it for 
what it is. 

We are projected to finish this year 
with a record trade deficit of more 
than $700 billion. That is more than the 
budget deficit, up $100 billion over the 
record $618 billion last year. China ac-
counts for $200 billion of this deficit, 
more than a quarter of the total trade 
deficit in our country. China is the 
largest contributor to the U.S. current 
account trade deficit, and therefore ad-
justment of its currency has to be a 
part of anything we do in revitalizing 
the manufacturing sector. 

China is not the only offender here. 
In 2003, the Bank of Japan spent $190 
billion in global currency markets in 
order to manipulate and artificially 
weaken the yen. Japan continues this 
practice today by talking down the 
value of their currency, promising 
intervention if the yen moves out of a 
predetermined trading range. 

The President must insist that this 
stop if we are going to continue to have 
a relationship, an economic relation-
ship with both of these countries. In 
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fact, we can do something about cur-
rency manipulation right now. Every 6 
months, the Secretary of the Treasury 
submits a report to us as to whether 
countries are manipulating. We expect 
to have a report in front of us this 
month, the month of November. Unfor-
tunately, I expect it to say what it has 
always said, which is technically they 
are doing what we all know that they 
are doing, we all know. Any 
businessperson in my State can tell 
you that China is manipulating their 
currency. Talk to people in the auto in-
dustry, they will talk about Japan. 
And yet our own Treasury Secretary 
will not certify it is happening, giving 
us the tools to enforce against this ille-
gal trade practice. 

Let me be very clear. Currency ma-
nipulation kills American jobs, and it 
is illegal, it is illegal under the WTO 
and IMF obligations. China says they 
want to be a part of the world commu-
nity, the world marketplace. They 
have been allowed to do that. We now 
need to say to them very strongly, with 
this opportunity comes the responsi-
bility to follow the rules. 

One of the things that is extremely 
concerning to me, when you look at 
currency manipulations, we have lost 
over 1.5 million manufacturing jobs be-
cause of this one policy that is illegal. 
The Treasury Secretary can do some-
thing about that by simply certifying 
that it is happening, and the President 
of the United States right now this 
week can look the President of China 
in the eye and say this is no longer 
going to be tolerated by the United 
States of America, we will not con-
tinue to lose manufacturing jobs and 
our quality of life in this country be-
cause they are not following the rules. 
Cheating is no longer allowed by China 
and by Japan. 

The bottom line is we can no longer 
continue to sit on the sidelines while 
our trading partners continue to artifi-
cially control prices, look the other 
way when it comes time to enforce in-
tellectual property rights, and fail to 
live up to their obligations under the 
WTO and the IMF. It is not acceptable 
to say that we are going to throw open 
our economy in the international mar-
ketplace and not care what the rules 
are. 

Every other country cares what the 
rules are. The European Union took us 
to court because they felt we were un-
fairly subsidizing our businesses. They 
won. We changed our tax laws. We are 
the only country that does not seem to 
have policies that get it. This adminis-
tration doesn’t understand they are 
supposed to be on the same side of the 
table with American workers and 
American businesses. It is time for 
that to happen. I urge the President to 
act now before our manufacturing 
economy and our middle-class way of 
life is taken from us. 

Current Federal policies are based on 
a philosophy that says to Americans, 
you are on your own in a global econ-
omy; you are on your own, good luck. 

To American manufacturers, you are 
on your own; American workers, you 
are on your own. 

Mr. President, I believe that we are 
in this thing together, and Americans 
understand that we have a stake in 
what the rules are and an economy 
that works for everybody, an economy 
that puts Americans and American 
businesses first so that we can con-
tinue the great way of life that we have 
had in this country. Americans know 
that we are in it together and that to-
gether America can do better. I call 
upon the President to join us in the 
fight for our way of life in America. 

I thank the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator yields the floor. 
The Senator from Illinois is recog-

nized. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank 

the Chair. 
f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS 

Mr. DURBIN. Today is the opening 
day for the new Medicare prescription 
drug plan D, and it is a day of great 
concern across America for millions of 
senior citizens who want to get it 
right. They believe, as I do, that Medi-
care should include a prescription drug 
benefit. It is almost hard to believe 
that a program that has been in exist-
ence for 40 years basically does not pro-
vide prescription drug coverage, but it 
started in a day when there were not 
that many prescription drugs and they 
were not as good. Today, we realize 
that often taking the right medication 
can make a person independent, strong, 
and living the life they want to live 
and avoiding doctors’ care and hospital 
care. 

So it is certainly the thing to do. We 
have known it for a long time. We have 
talked about it for a long time. We de-
bated it over 2 years ago and decided to 
pass this approach to Medicare pre-
scription drug benefits. I do not think 
we could have dreamed up a more com-
plicated approach for a benefit that is 
basically pretty straightforward. Many 
of us thought the plan we passed here 
in Congress was just a sop or a favor 
for the pharmaceutical industry. They 
wanted to be able to offer plans all 
across America and say to seniors: 
Come and figure out which one is best 
for you. Well, the problem, of course, is 
that there are hundreds and hundreds 
of plans across America. And now sen-
ior citizens, some of whom are not in 
the best shape physically, are forced to 
make a call. 

A fellow in Springfield, IL, told me 
about his 80-year-old mother who 
called him really concerned. She said: 
You know, I am supposed to pick a pre-
scription drug plan, and they tell me to 
go to the Internet. What does that 
mean? You see, three-fourths of senior 
citizens have never logged on, they 
have never been on the Internet. They 
go to the traditional sources of infor-
mation that you might expect—some-
one they trust. She went to her son and 

said: Can you help me through this? 
And her son came to me and said: Sen-
ator, what have you done to us? I just 
took a look at the Internet, and my 
mom has 40 choices. I now have to line 
up her prescription drugs and figure 
out which plan covers those drugs and 
how much they charge, and then I have 
to figure out which plan will work with 
the drugstore that she is comfortable 
with, the one she trusts. I have to put 
that all together and make a decision 
for her, and I better do it quickly. I 
have until May 16, and if I wait until 
after that, then I am going face a pen-
alty. 

She is lucky. She had her son to call. 
Some seniors don’t have anybody to 
call. But there are people calling them. 
Do you know who is calling them? The 
insurance companies that want to sell 
these plans, some of the pharma-
ceutical companies, some of the drug 
companies, they are calling the senior 
citizens and telling them: We have a 
deal for you. And many of these people, 
bewildered by what they are facing, 
really don’t know where to turn. You 
can’t walk into a drugstore in my 
hometown of Springfield, IL, without 
having somebody go up to a senior cit-
izen and say: Let me talk to you about 
this prescription drug benefit. 

Think about that. Some people have 
knocks on the door and phone calls 
with folks saying: We have the best 
plan in the world for you. In fact, the 
Attorney General of Illinois, Lisa Mad-
igan, had a press conference with us a 
few weeks ago. They are finding evi-
dence of rampant fraud when it comes 
to companies that are sadly taking ad-
vantage of our seniors. They are call-
ing them and saying: Incidentally, will 
you give us your Social Security num-
ber so we can log you into the system? 
These people unwittingly give their So-
cial Security number that can open up 
so many elements of their personal life 
they should not be advertising and pub-
licizing. 

How did we ever reach this point? Is 
this the best we can do? I don’t think 
so. When it comes to helping our sen-
iors with a real prescription drug ben-
efit, America can do better—a lot bet-
ter—than what we are asking the sen-
iors to go through right now. American 
seniors are confused about this plan, 
and Congress needs to give them at 
least more time to figure it out. 

Let me show a chart that explains 
part of it. ‘‘Understanding How the 
Benefit Will Be Administered.’’ They 
asked seniors: 

To the best of your knowledge, do seniors 
in the traditional Medicare Program have to 
sign up with a private plan to get the new 
Medicare drug benefit or not? 

Yes, 35 percent; no, 32 percent; don’t 
know, 33 percent. 

Do seniors have to enroll in a Medicare 
PPO or HMO to get the new Medicare drug 
benefit or not? 

Yes, 17 percent; no, 40 percent; don’t 
know, 42 percent. 

According to a poll released by the 
Kaiser Family Foundation last week, 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:40 Nov 16, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00054 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15NO6.068 S15NOPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T21:48:15-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




