S12450

courts—who daily preside over impor-
tant and difficult issues. They faith-
fully carry out their duties and dili-
gently work to support the administra-
tion of justice. We must do all that we
can to provide adequate security to
these dedicated men and women who
sometimes are targeted for violence or
harassment because of the position
they hold.

Unfortunately, episodes of court-
house violence in this country are on
the rise, including in my home State of
Texas. I was a judge for 13 years and
have a number of close personal friends
who still serve on the bench today. I
am outraged by acts of courthouse vio-
lence. I personally know judges and
their families who have been victims of
violence, and I have grieved with those
families.

Acts of violence against judges are
unacceptable and reflect a distortion of
the role of the judiciary. Judges are
impartial umpires of the law—they
simply call the balls and strikes—and
they cannot help but disappoint people.
However, it is unacceptable for judges,
courthouse personnel or other law en-
forcement officials to face threats and
violence for doing nothing more than
faithfully carrying out their profes-
sional duties.

The Senate Judiciary Committee has
examined issues related to courthouse
security at a recent hearing. At this
hearing, the Judicial Conference raised
several important issues, including its
working relationship with the United
States Marshals Service, the need to
protect judges outside of the court-
house, and common instances of in-
timidation and harassment directed at
judges.

This hearing and these issues provide
the foundation for this bill. Let me dis-
cuss a few of the security improve-
ments made by this bill.

The U.S. Marshals Service has pri-
mary responsibility for providing secu-
rity to the judiciary. However, the Ju-
dicial Conference testified that they
are not consulted when decisions,
which directly implicate their secu-
rity, are made. The Marshal’s Service
should willingly coordinate and com-
municate with the judiciary on secu-
rity concerns. This legislation would
codify this commonsense idea and keep
the judiciary informed of, and allow
them to provide suggestions for, deci-
sions regarding their security.

This bill also addresses a relatively
recent problem that poses a particular
danger to public officials. Personal in-
formation, such as home addresses and
phone numbers, of Federal officials
when posted on the Internet can be
readily accessed and used to intimidate
or harm them. Recently, personal in-
formation of Federal judges have been
posted on the Internet and used to fa-
cilitate threats against them. This bill
would punish those who, with the in-
tent to harm, post restricted informa-
tion of public officials, or of their im-
mediate family, on the Internet.

Additionally, members of the Federal
judiciary have been targets of intimi-
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dation or harassment by some who file
false liens against the real or personal
property of a judge who has presided
over a criminal or civil case, or who
has otherwise acted against the inter-
ests of a litigant. This provision would
make it a crime to knowingly file a
false lien against the property of a Fed-
eral judge or law enforcement officer
on the basis of their official status.

Finally, and importantly, this bill
authorizes Federal grants to be made
available to State courts to improve
security for State and local court sys-
tems. We must comprehensively ap-
proach this problem by providing fund-
ing to State courts to update their se-
curity while standing by to swiftly and
severely punish those who cause or at-
tempt to cause harm to anyone within
the courts.

It is important for us to do all we can
to protect the men and women who
make up our judicial system because
they are essential to the proper admin-
istration of justice. I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure.

I yield the floor.

By Mr. SANTORUM:

S. 972. A bill to require Members of
Congress and legislative branch em-
ployees to report all contact with offi-
cials and representatives of countries
designated as state sponsors of ter-
rorism; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to offer remarks about a bill
I introduced earlier today, the Ter-
rorist Lobby Disclosure Act of 2005.

My legislation is simple, straight-
forward and necessary. Because the
United States is actively involved in
the global war on terror, we must be
vigilant in fighting this war on all
fronts. This means supplying our men
and women of the Armed Forces with
equipment and materiel to conduct
military operations. It means pro-
viding our intelligence community
with the resources it needs to make in-
roads against terrorist organizations
and to better safeguard Americans
against nations and groups that hate
our way of life. It means devoting the
time and resources to ensure the safety
of our borders, ports and airports. Fi-
nally, it means providing transparency
in dealing with those nations defined
by our government as ‘‘state sponsors
of terrorism.”

According to the Department of
State, Iran, Syria, Libya, Cuba, North
Korea, and Sudan are the six govern-
ments that the U.S. Secretary of State
has designated as state sponsors of
international terrorism. These are gov-
ernments that engage directly in ter-
rorist activity themselves; support ter-
rorist groups by providing funding,
arms, or other material support; or
provide training, logistical support,
sanctuary, or diplomatic facilities.
These states are the worst of the worst
when it comes to fighting the global
war on terror.

My bill requires Members of Congress
and employees of the legislative branch
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to disclose, on a quarterly basis, any
contacts with representatives or offi-
cials of governments that have been
designated as state sponsors of inter-
national terrorism. The contacts must
be reported to the U.S. Department of
State, Secretary of the Senate, and
Clerk of the House of Representatives.
My bill makes sure that the congres-
sional committees of oversight are also
duly informed of these contacts. Let
me be clear, my bill does not prohibit
these contacts. Rather, with men and
women serving in harm’s way in the
global war on terror, it simply requires
disclosure and transparency in the con-
duct of their official duties.

As we commit final resources and
valuable human capital to prosecute
the global war on terror, we ought to
know if members of our own govern-
ment are meeting with individuals who
are representatives of terrorist na-
tions. The American people deserve to
know if there are contacts happening
with representatives of these regimes—
regimes that are actively opposed to
America.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2433. Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. PRYOR, and Ms. LANDRIEU) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 1042, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2006 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
for military construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe personnel strengths for such fiscal
year for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes.

SA 2434. Mr. HAGEL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1042, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2435. Mr. KOHL (for himself and Mr.
JEFFORDS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
1042, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 2436. Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
CORZINE) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1042, supra.

SA 2437. Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. BROWNBACK, and Ms. MIKULSKI)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 1042, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2438. Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr.
DORGAN) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1042, supra.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2433. Mr. CHAMBLISS (for him-
self, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. PRYOR, and Ms.
LANDRIEU) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1042, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2006 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe personnel strengths for
such fiscal year for the Armed Forces,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title V, add the
following:
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SEC. 538. COMMENCEMENT OF RECEIPT OF NON-
REGULAR SERVICE RETIRED PAY BY
MEMBERS OF THE READY RESERVE
ON ACTIVE FEDERAL STATUS OR AC-
TIVE DUTY FOR SIGNIFICANT PERI-
ODS.

(a) REDUCED ELIGIBILITY AGE.—Section
12731 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(1) and inserting the following:

‘(1) has attained the eligibility age appli-
cable under subsection (f) to that person;”’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(f)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the eligi-
bility age for purposes of subsection (a)(1) is
60 years of age.

“(2)(A) In the case of a person who as a
member of the Ready Reserve serves on ac-
tive duty or performs active service de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) after September
11, 2001, the eligibility age for purposes of
subsection (a)(1) shall be reduced below 60
years of age by three months for each aggre-
gate of 90 days on which such person so per-
forms in any fiscal year after such date, sub-
ject to subparagraph (C). A day of duty may
be included in only one aggregate of 90 days
for purposes of this subparagraph.

“(B)(1) Service on active duty described in
this subparagraph is service on active duty
pursuant to a call or order to active duty
under a provision of law referred to in sec-
tion 101(a)(13)(B) of this title in support of a
contingency operation. Such service does not
include service on active duty pursuant to a
call or order to active duty under section
12310 of this title.

‘“(ii) Active service described in this sub-
paragraph is service under a call to active
service authorized by the President or the
Secretary of Defense under section 502(f) of
title 32 for purposes of responding to a na-
tional emergency declared by the President
or supported by Federal funds.

‘“(C) The eligibility age for purposes of sub-
section (a)(1) may not be reduced below 50
years of age for any person under subpara-
graph (A).”.

(b) CONTINUATION OF AGE 60 AS MINIMUM
AGE FOR ELIGIBILITY OF NON-REGULAR SERV-
ICE RETIREES FOR HEALTH CARE.—Section
1074(b) of such title is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) after ““(b)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to a
member or former member entitled to re-
tired pay for non-regular service under chap-
ter 1223 of this title who is under 60 years of
age.”’.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION OF RELATED PROVISIONS
OF LAW OR PoLIcY.—With respect to any pro-
vision of law, or of any policy, regulation, or
directive of the executive branch that refers
to a member or former member of the uni-
formed services as being eligible for, or enti-
tled to, retired pay under chapter 1223 of
title 10, United States Code, but for the fact
that the member or former member is under
60 years of age, such provision shall be car-
ried out with respect to that member or
former member by substituting for the ref-
erence to being 60 years of age a reference to
having attained the eligibility age applicable
under subsection (f) of section 12731 of title
10, United States Code (as added by sub-
section (a)), to such member or former mem-
ber for qualification for such retired pay
under subsection (a) of such section.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY.—
The amendment made by subsection (a) shall
take effect as of September 11, 2001, and shall
apply with respect to applications for retired
pay that are submitted under section 12731(a)
of title 10, United States Code, on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act.
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SA 2434. Mr. HAGEL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1042, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2006 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year
for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . EXTENSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR SSI

FOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS IN FAMI-

LIES THAT INCLUDE MEMBERS OF

THE RESERVE AND NATIONAL

GUARD.

Section 1631(j)(1)(B) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1383(j)(1)(B)) is amended by in-
serting ‘(24 consecutive months, in the case
of such an individual whose ineligibility for
benefits under or pursuant to both such sec-
tions is a result of being called to active
duty pursuant to section 12301(d) or 12302 of
title 10, United States Code, or section 502(f)
of title 32, United States Code)”’ after ‘‘for a
period of 12 consecutive months’’.

SA 2435. Mr. KOHL (for himself and
Mr. JEFFORDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1042, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2006 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe personnel
strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title XXXI, add
the following:

SEC. . STRATEGIC REFINERY RESERVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy
shall establish and operate a Strategic Refin-
ery Reserve (referred to in this section as the
‘““‘Reserve’’) in the United States.

(2) AUTHORITIES.—To carry out this sub-
section, the Secretary of Energy may con-
tract for—

(A) the construction or operation of new
refineries; or

(B) the acquisition or reopening of closed
refineries.

(b) OPERATION.—The Secretary of Energy
shall operate the Reserve—

(1) to provide petroleum products to—

(A) the Federal Government (including the
Department of Defense); and

(B) any State governments and political
subdivisions of States that opt to purchase
refined petroleum products from the Re-
serve; and

(2) to provide petroleum products to the
general public during any period described in
subsection (c).

(c) EMERGENCY PERIODS.—The Secretary of
Energy shall make petroleum products from
the Reserve available under subsection (b)(2)
only if the President determines that—

(1) there is a severe energy supply inter-
ruption within the meaning of the term
under section 3 of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6202); or

(2)(A) there is a regional petroleum prod-
uct supply shortage of significant scope and
duration; and

(B) action taken under subsection (b)(2)
would directly and significantly assist in re-
ducing the adverse impact of the shortage.
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(d) LOCATIONS.—In determining the loca-
tion of a refinery for inclusion in the Re-
serve, the Secretary of Energy shall take
into account—

(1) the impact of the refinery on the local
community, as determined after requesting
and reviewing any comments from State and
local governments and the public;

(2) regional vulnerability to—

(A) natural disasters; and

(B) terrorist attacks;

(3) the proximity of the refinery to the Re-
serve;

(4) the accessibility of the refinery to en-
ergy infrastructure and Federal facilities
(including facilities under the jurisdiction of
the Department of Defense);

(5) the need to minimize adverse public
health and environmental impacts; and

(6) the energy needs of the Federal Govern-
ment (including the Department of Defense).

(e) INCREASED CAPACITY.—The Secretary of
Energy shall ensure that refineries in the
Reserve are designed to provide a rapid in-
crease in production capacity during periods
described in subsection (c).

(f) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Energy shall submit to Con-
gress a plan for the establishment and oper-
ation of the Reserve under this section.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The plan required
under paragraph (1) shall—

(A)({A)) provide for, within 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, a capacity
within the Reserve equal to 5 percent of the
total United States daily demand for gaso-
line, diesel, and aviation fuel; and

(IT) provide for a capacity within the Re-
serve such that not less than 75 percent of
the gasoline and diesel fuel produced by the
Reserve contain an average of 10 percent re-
newable fuel (as that term is defined in
211(0)(1)(C) of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C.
7545(0)(1)(C)); or

(ii) if the Secretary of Energy finds that
achieving the capacity described in either
subclause (I) or (II) of clause (i) is not fea-
sible within 2 years, include—

(I) an explanation from the Secretary of
Energy of the reasons why achieving the ca-
pacity within the timeframe is not feasible;
and

(IT) provisions for achieving the required
capacity as soon as practicable; and

(B) provide for adequate delivery systems
capable of providing Reserve product to the
entities described in subsection (b)(1).

(g) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of En-
ergy shall carry out this section in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Defense.

(h) COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL REQUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects any requirement to comply with
Federal or State environmental or other
laws.

SEC. . REPORTS ON REFINERY CLOSURES.

(a) REPORTS TO SECRETARY OF ENERGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
before permanently closing a refinery in the
United States, the owner or operator of the
refinery shall provide to the Secretary of En-
ergy notice of the closing.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The mnotice required
under paragraph (1) with respect to a refin-
ery to be closed shall include an explanation
of the reasons for the closing of the refinery.

(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
of Emnergy shall, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, and
the Federal Trade Commission and as soon
as practicable after receipt of a report under
subsection (a), submit to Congress—

(1) the report; and

(2) an analysis of the effects of the pro-
posed closing covered by the report on—
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(A) in accordance with the Clean Air Act
(42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), supplies of clean fuel;

(B) petroleum product prices;

(C) competition in the refining industry;

(D) the national economy;

(E) regional economies;

(F) regional supplies of refined petroleum
products;

(G) the supply of fuel to the Department of
Defense; and

(H) energy security.

SA 2436. Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. WYDEN and
Mr. CORZINE) proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 1042, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2006 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe personnel
strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XXVIII of
division B, add the following:

SEC. 2887. TRANSFER TO REDEVELOPMENT AU-
THORITIES WITHOUT CONSIDER-
ATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS CLOSED
OR REALIGNED UNDER 2005 ROUND
OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND
REALIGNMENT.

(a) OPTION ON TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY
AND FAcCILITIES.—Paragraph (2)(C) of section
2905(b) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX
of Public Law 101-510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(i)”’ after ‘(C)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(ii)(I) Except as provided in subclause (II),
in the case of any real property or facilities
located at an installation for which the date
of approval of closure or realignment is after
January 1, 2005, including property or facili-
ties that would otherwise be transferred to a
military department or other entity within
the Department of Defense or the Coast
Guard under clause (i), or would otherwise be
transferred to another Federal agency—

‘‘(aa) the Secretary shall instead offer to
transfer such property or facilities to the re-
development authority with respect to such
installation; and

‘“‘(bb) if the redevelopment authority ac-
cepts the offer, transfer such property or fa-
cilities to the redevelopment authority,
without consideration, subject to the provi-
sions of paragraph (4).

“(II) The requirement under subclause (I)
shall not apply—

‘‘(aa) to a transfer of property or facilities
to a military department or other entity
within the Department of Defense or the
Coast Guard under clause (i), or to the De-
partment of Homeland Security, if the Sec-
retary of Defense determines that such
transfer is necessary in the national security
interest of the United States; or

““(bb) to a transfer of property or facilities
to an Indian tribe or tribal organization pur-
suant to section 105(f)(3) of the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 450j(£)(3)).”.

(b) OPTION ON TRANSFER OF PERSONAL
PROPERTY.—Paragraph (3) of such section is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C)(i), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraphs (E) and (F)” and inserting ‘‘sub-
paragraphs (F) and (G)”’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and
(F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraph (E):
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‘(E) In the case of any personal property
located at an installation for which the date
of approval of closure or realignment is after
January 1, 2005, including property that is
determined pursuant to the inventory under
subparagraph (A)(i) to be excess property
that would otherwise be transferred to an-
other Federal agency under subchapter II of
chapter 5 of title 40, United States Code, pur-
suant to the authority in paragraph (1)(A)—

‘“(i) the Secretary shall, unless the Sec-
retary determines that a transfer of such
property to a military department or other
entity within the Department of Defense or
the Coast Guard, or to the Department of
Homeland Security, is necessary in the na-
tional security interest of the United States,
instead offer to transfer such property to the
redevelopment authority with respect to
such installation; and

‘(i) if the redevelopment authority ac-
cepts the offer, transfer such property to the
redevelopment authority, without consider-
ation, subject to the provisions of paragraph
(4).”.

(c) EcONOMIC REDEVELOPMENT.—Paragraph
(4)(A) of such section is amended by striking
“purposes of job generation’ and inserting
“purposes of economic redevelopment or job
generation”.

(d) CONFORMING CHANGE.—Paragraph (4)(B)
of such section is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘shall seek’ and all that
follows through ‘‘with respect to the instal-
lation” and inserting the following: ‘“‘may
not obtain consideration in connection with
any transfer under this paragraph of prop-
erty located at the installation. The redevel-
opment authority to which such property is
transferred shall”’;

(2) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘agrees’ and
inserting ‘‘agree’’; and

(3) in clause (ii)—

(A) by striking ‘‘executes’ and inserting
‘“‘execute’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘accepts’” and inserting
‘“‘accept”’.

SA 2437. Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. BROWNBACK, and Ms. MI-
KULSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1042, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2006 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe personnel strengths for
such fiscal year for the Armed Forces,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SECTION . DENIAL OF CERTAIN BURIAL-RE-
LATED BENEFITS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WHO COMMITTED A CAPITAL OF-
FENSE.

(a) PROHIBITION AGAINST INTERMENT IN NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY.—Section 2411 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking for
which the person was sentenced to death or
life imprisonment’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking * for
which the person was sentenced to death or
life imprisonment without parole’’; and

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the death
penalty or life imprisonment’ and inserting
‘‘a life sentence or the death penalty’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘the death
penalty or life imprisonment without parole
may be imposed’ and inserting ‘‘a life sen-
tence or the death penalty may be imposed’.
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(b) DENIAL OF CERTAIN BURIAL-RELATED
BENEFITS.—Section 985 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘who has
been convicted of a capital offense under
Federal or State law for which the person
was sentenced to death or life imprisonment
without parole.” and inserting ‘‘described in
section 2411(b) of title 38.”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘convicted
of a capital offense under Federal law” and
inserting ‘‘described in section 2411(b) of
title 38’’; and

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘burial’ includes inurement.’’.

(c) DENIAL OF FUNERAL HONORS.—Section
1491(h) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by striking ‘“ means a decedent who—"’
and inserting the following: “—

‘(1) means a decedent who—"’;

(3) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting
“; and”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) does not include any person described
in section 2411(b) of title 38.”".

(d) RULEMAKING.—

(1) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall prescribe regulations
to ensure that a person is not interred in any
military cemetery under the authority of the
Secretary or provided funeral honors under
section 1491 of title 10, United States Code,
unless a good faith effort has been made to
determine whether such person is described
in section 2411(b) of title 38, United States
Code, or is otherwise ineligible for such in-
terment or honors under Federal law.

(2) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pre-
scribe regulations to ensure that a person is
not interred in any cemetery in the National
Cemetery System unless a good faith effort
has been made to determine whether such
person is described in section 2411(b) of title
38, United States Code, or is otherwise ineli-
gible for such interment under Federal law.

SA 2438. Mr. HARKIN (for himself,
and Mr. DORGAN) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1042, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2006 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year
for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title IX, add the
following:

SEC. 903. AMERICAN FORCES NETWORK.

(a) MISSION.—The American Forces Net-
work (AFN) shall provide members of the
Armed Forces, civilian employees of the De-
partment of Defense, and their families sta-
tioned outside the continental United States
and at sea with the same type and quality of
American radio and television news, infor-
mation, sports, and entertainment as is
available in the continental United States.

(b) POLITICAL PROGRAMMING.—

(1) FAIRNESS AND BALANCE.—AIll political
programming of the American Forces Net-
work shall be characterized by its fairness
and balance.

(2) FREE FLOW OF PROGRAMMING.—The
American Forces Network shall provide in
its programming a free flow of political pro-
gramming from United States commercial
and public radio and television stations.
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(c) OMBUDSMAN OF THE AMERICAN FORCES
NETWORK.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby estab-
lished the Office of the Ombudsman of the
American Forces Network.

(2) HEAD OF OFFICE.—

(A) OMBUDSMAN.—The head of the Office of
the Ombudsman of the American Forces Net-
work shall be the Ombudsman of the Amer-
ican Forces Network (in this subsection re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Ombudsman’’), who shall be
appointed by the Secretary of Defense.

(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—Any individual nomi-
nated for appointment to the position of Om-
budsman shall have recognized expertise in
the field of mass communications, print
media, or broadcast media.

(C) PART-TIME STATUS.—The position of
Ombudsman shall be a part-time position.

(D) TERM.—The term of office of the Om-
budsman shall be five years.

(E) REMOVAL.—The Ombudsman may be re-
moved from office by the Secretary only for
malfeasance.

(3) DUTIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Ombudsman shall en-
sure that the American Forces Network ad-
heres to the standards and practices of the
Network in its programming.

(B) PARTICULAR DUTIES.—In carrying out
the duties of the Ombudsman under this
paragraph, the Ombudsman shall—

(i) initiate and conduct, with such fre-
quency as the Ombudsman considers appro-
priate, reviews of the integrity, fairness, and
balance of the programming of the American
Forces Network;

(ii) initiate and conduct, upon the request
of Congress or members of the audience of
the American Forces Network, reviews of the
programming of the Network;

(iii) identify, pursuant to reviews under
clause (i) or (ii) or otherwise, circumstances
in which the American Forces Network has
not adhered to the standards and practices of
the Network in its programming, including
circumstances in which the programming of
the Network lacked integrity, fairness, or
balance; and

(iv) make recommendations to the Amer-
ican Forces Network on means of correcting
the lack of adherence identified pursuant to
clause (iii).

(C) LIMITATION.—In carrying out the duties
of the Ombudsman under this paragraph, the
Ombudsman may not engage in any Dpre-
broadcast censorship or pre-broadcast review
of the programming of the American Forces
Network.

(4) RESOURCES.—The Secretary of Defense
shall provide the Office of the Ombudsman of
the American Forces Network such per-
sonnel and other resources as the Secretary
and the Ombudsman jointly determine ap-
propriate to permit the Ombudsman to carry
out the duties of the Ombudsman under
paragraph (3).

() INDEPENDENCE.—The Secretary shall
take appropriate actions to ensure the com-
plete independence of the Ombudsman and
the Office of the Ombudsman of the Amer-
ican Forces Network within the Department
of Defense.

(6) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Ombudsman shall
submit to the Secretary of Defense and the
congressional defense committees each year
a report on the activities of the Office of the
Ombudsman of the American Forces Net-
work during the preceding year.

(B) AVAILABILITY TO PUBLIC.—The Ombuds-
man shall make available to the public each
report submitted under subparagraph (A)
through the Internet website of the Office of
the Ombudsman of the American Forces Net-
work and by such other means as the Om-
budsman considers appropriate.

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the fol-
lowing hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on National
Parks of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources:

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
November 15th, 2005, at 2:30 p.m. in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills:
S. 431, a bill to establish a program to
award grants to improve and maintain
sites honoring Presidents of the United
States, S. 505, a bill to amend the
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area
Act of 2000 to adjust the boundary of
the Yuma Crossing National Heritage
Area, S. 1288, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to enter into
cooperative agreements to protect nat-
ural resources of units of the National
Park System through collaborative ef-
forts on land inside and outside of
units of the National Park System, S.
1544, a bill to establish the Northern
Plains National Heritage Area in the
State of North Dakota, and for other
purposes, S. Con. Res. 60, a concurrent
resolution designating the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas
City, Missouri, as America’s National
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, S. 748
and H.R. 1084, bills to authorize the es-
tablishment at Antietam National Bat-
tlefield of a memorial to the officers
and enlisted men of the Fifth, Sixth,
and Ninth New Hampshire Volunteer
Infantry Regiments and the First New
Hampshire Light Artillery Battery who
fought in the Battle of Antietam on
September 17, 1862, and for other pur-
poses, and H.R. 2107, to amend Public
Law 104-329 to modify authorities for
the use of the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial Maintenance
Fund, and for other purposes.

A —————
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Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SD-364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Tom Lillie at (202) 224-5161 or
Brian Carlstrom at (202) 224-6293.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, the Chair
wishes to inform Members that the
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship will hold a public hear-
ing entitled, ‘‘Strengthening Hurricane
Recovery Efforts for Small Businesses”
on Tuesday, November 8, 2005, at 10
a.m., in room 428A Russell Senate Of-
fice Building.

The Chair urges every Member to at-
tend.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the hearing before the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources pre-
viously scheduled for November 3, 2005,
has been rescheduled.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, November 10, 2005 at 10:30 a.m. in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nominations of:

Jeffrey D. Jarrett, of Pennsylvania,
to be Assistant Secretary for Fossil
Energy, Department of Energy;

Edward F. Sproat, III, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be Director, Office of Civilian
Radioactive Waste Management, De-
partment of Energy.

For further information, please con-
tact Judy Pensabene of the Committee
staff at (202) 224-1327.

—————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that MAJ Alison
Thompson, a marine fellow on Senator
DoLE’s staff, be granted floor privileges
for the duration of the consideration of
S. 1042.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T22:17:51-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




