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Does the Democratic leadership want 

to push millions of middle-income fam-
ilies into the alternative minimum 
tax? If the answer is no, then they 
ought to support our reconciliation 
bill. 

Second, the plan extends the 
progrowth piece of the 2003 tax relief 
bill, specifically lower capital gains 
and dividend rates. 

As the Finance Committee hearing 
showed earlier this year, we got testi-
mony about how these incentives have 
helped the stock market recover. A lot 
of folks on Wall Street tell us they 
have assumed continuation of these 
progrowth tax relief measures in the 
pricing of stocks. Does the Democrat 
leadership want to play games with 
stock prices? If the answer is no, then 
they ought to support our reconcili-
ation bill. 

A third point: Other widely applica-
ble tax relief benefits are addressed in 
our bill. I am talking about these mid-
dle-income tax benefits we already 
have on the books that would expire. 
The deductibility of college tuition, 
the small savers tax credit, the small 
business expensing—all of these provi-
sions are bipartisan. Millions of tax-
payers are already relying on them. 
Does the Democratic leadership want 
to take away the deductible for college 
tuition from families who send their 
kids to college? Does the Democratic 
leadership want to eliminate the small 
savers credit? Does the Democratic 
leadership want to take away expens-
ing of equipment from our small busi-
ness folks and farmers? If the answer is 
no, then they should support our rec-
onciliation bill. 

The fourth example is our plan is 
going to address expiring business and 
individual provisions that we call ex-
tenders because we extend them from 
year to year or maybe 2 or 3 years at a 
time. But they eventually run out. 
These provisions include the research 
and development tax credit, the State 
sales tax deductibility from the Fed-
eral income tax, and the deduction of 
teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses. 

As I noted, the Democratic leader did 
not come out and say he would support 
taking a look at some of these regular 
extenders, but they are a small part of 
the picture. I note that the ranking 
member of the Budget Committee 
hasn’t come that direction yet. 

The Democratic leadership is not 
singing with one voice on this subset of 
expiring provisions. But if we do what 
the Democrats said they wanted to do 
in their news conference, these could 
possibly expire. 

Does the Democratic leadership then 
want to eliminate the research and de-
velopment tax credit? Does the Demo-
cratic leadership want to eliminate the 
sales tax deduction from the Federal 
income tax? Does the Democratic lead-
ership want to eliminate the deduction 
for teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses? If 
the answer is no, then they ought to 
help us get this budget tax reconcili-
ation bill passed. These are all about 
growth of the economy. 

In the Midwest, farmers—and I am 
one of them—have a saying: Don’t eat 
your seed corn. Keep planting seed 
corn. That makes the economy strong. 
The tax relief seeds we planted a few 
years ago are yielding, as you can see 
here, a good harvest of revenue to the 
Federal Treasury. 

What it comes down to is this: We 
need to take care of legislative busi-
ness. We need to continue the tax relief 
promised to the American people and 
not let it expire, not let there be an 
automatic tax increase. If there is 
going to be an automatic tax increase, 
it ought to be voted by Congress. We 
ought to have guts enough to increase 
the taxes. 

But we are better off with a plan that 
stops this automatic tax increase. The 
revenue side of the budget is per-
forming fine, as you can see here. The 
American taxpayer is doing his or her 
share by the tune of $274 billion more 
coming in this year, 2005, over 2004. 
Now is not the time to shortchange the 
American taxpayers by raising their 
tax burden, particularly on middle-in-
come taxpayers. 

I ask my friends in the Democratic 
leadership to please refrain from rais-
ing taxes on millions of middle-income 
Americans. It is simple: Maintain ex-
isting levels of taxation. You do that 
by supporting the reconciliation bill 
that will be coming before this Con-
gress shortly. 

f 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX ADVANCE TO 
THE WORLD SERIES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak about a matter of great impor-
tance to the people of the State of Illi-
nois. For the first time since 1959, the 
era of the ‘‘Go-Go Sox,’’ the Chicago 
White Sox are headed to the World Se-
ries. The White Sox will face the Hous-
ton Astros, who last night beat the St. 
Louis Cardinals and clinched the Na-
tional League pennant. We are dis-
appointed; an I–55 World Series would 
have been great. But the Cards are a 
great team, Tony La Russa is a great 
manager, and they will be back. 

I didn’t grow up in Chicago, I grew up 
in east St. Louis, but one of the first 
things I learned about Chicago is that 
the people of that city are absolutely 
passionate about baseball. I have also 
learned that Chicagoans don’t ask you 
which team you love. They want to 
know which team you hate—except 
this time. Today, we are all White Sox 
fans. As long-time Sox fans are pain-
fully aware, the White Sox have not 
won a World Series since 1917. Their 
three-game sweep in the playoffs 
against the defending World Series 
champion Boston Red Sox was the first 
step in exorcising the ghost of Shoeless 
Joe Jackson and that controversial 
1919 White Sox team that was branded 
the ‘‘Black Sox.’’ 

It was clutch hitting and pitching 
that helped this year’s White Sox beat 
the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim, 
four games to one, to advance to the 

World Series. In four consecutive play-
off games this year, White Sox pitchers 
threw complete games, a record not 
matched since the 1956 Yankees. 

Speaking of outstanding pitchers, I 
congratulate my colleague, Senator 
BARACK OBAMA. He threw out the open-
ing pitch in game 2 of the playoffs. Be-
fore that pitch, the White Sox were 
trailing the Angels one game to noth-
ing. But after Senator OBAMA’s blazing 
pitch, the Sox came back to win four 
games in a row and clinch the Amer-
ican League pennant. Rumor has it 
that if the going gets rough in the 
World Series, the Sox are going to turn 
to BARACK OBAMA if they need a strong 
southpaw. 

White Sox players will be among the 
first to tell you: The upcoming World 
Series is not just a tribute to their out-
standing performance. This historic 
event is a tribute to great White Sox 
players of the past who came so close 
only to fall short. They include Ozzie 
Guillen, who is now the White Sox 
manager, and, of course, Frank Thom-
as, their injured star—both White Sox 
stalwarts in the 1980s and 1990s. 

Most of all, this historic World Series 
is a reward to the millions of White 
Sox fans who have stood by their team 
year after year, decade after decade, 
during seasons of 90-plus wins and 90- 
plus losses. 

I applaud especially general manager 
Kenny Williams for helping to put this 
great team together; my personal 
friends, the owners of the White Sox, 
Jerry Reinsdorf and Eddie Einhorn, for 
their undying commitment to building 
a championship team on the South 
Side of Chicago. They orchestrated 
strategic moves to bring improved 
speed, defense, and pitching to the 
daily lineup in the form of players such 
as Scott Podsednik and Jose Contreras 
whose outstanding performance com-
plemented veteran Sox such as Amer-
ican League playoff MVP Paul Konerko 
and All-Star Game starting pitcher 
Mark Buehrle. 

When spring training opens next 
spring, Illinoisans will once again be 
divided between Cubs fans, White Sox 
fans, and Cardinal fans, too. But today, 
we are all pulling for the White Sox as 
they fight to bring to Chicago the 
city’s first baseball World Series cham-
pionship in 88 years. For Cardinal red 
and Cubby blue, the choice is black and 
white. Go Sox. 

f 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
EXTENSION 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a letter dated 
October 20, 2005, from myself to Sen-
ator STEVENS be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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U.S. SENATE, 

OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER, 
Washington, DC, October 20, 2005. 

Hon. TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR TED: At the request of Senator John 
Warner, Chairman of the Committee on 
Armed Services, and Senator Carl Levin, 
Ranking Member of the Committee, and pur-
suant to section 3(b) of Senate Resolution 400 
of the 94th Congress, as amended by Senate 
Resolution 445 of the 108th Congress, I re-
quest an additional five session days, ending 
October 28, 2005, on their behalf, to enable 
the Committee on Armed Services to com-
plete its review of S. 1803, the Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006. 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM H. FRIST, M.D., 

Majority Leader. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM A. KOCH 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the late William A. 
Koch for his contributions to pre-
serving the memory and legacy of 
President Abraham Lincoln’s early life. 

Mr. Koch was a man of vision, integ-
rity, and generosity. Born in Santa 
Claus, IN, Mr. Koch worked throughout 
his life to establish the Lincoln Boy-
hood National Memorial in order to se-
cure a place to preserve the legacy of 
Lincoln’s years in Indiana. 

William Koch headed the effort to in-
corporate the Nancy Hanks State Me-
morial into the National Park Service 
and led a campaign for the passage of a 
bill to establish the Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial. Mr. Koch’s efforts 
were so integral to the passage of the 
bill that he was invited to witness its 
signing by President Kennedy on Feb-
ruary 19, 1962. 

Today, visitors from across the coun-
try travel to Indiana where the Visitor 
Center and Living History Farm reveal 
the importance of Lincoln’s Indiana 
years in his development from boyhood 
to the man he became. Without the 
dedication of William Koch, the preser-
vation of Lincoln’s early life would 
have been greatly diminished. Mr. 
Koch is survived by his wife Patricia 
Koch and his children, who now carry 
on his mission. 

I am grateful for the achievements of 
Mr. William A. Koch and his contribu-
tions to this Nation. Through his re-
lentless dedication, Mr. Koch has 
helped preserve the legacy of President 
Abraham Lincoln for future genera-
tions. 

f 

PREGUNTE, ESCUCHE, APRENDA 
UNDERAGE DRINKING PROGRAM 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to highlight the issue of under-
age drinking. The statistics are star-
tling. According to the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse, on average, chil-
dren first use alcohol around age 12, 
and research tells us that the majority 
of kids are obtaining the alcohol they 
drink from family and friends. Accord-
ing to Teenage Research Unlimited, 51 
percent of 13- to 15-year-olds say they 

will face a decision regarding alcohol 
in the next 3 months. 

In my State of Colorado, the most re-
cent data we have available reveals 
that underage drinking is on the rise. 
In 2003, 21 percent of children ages 12 to 
17 reported having consumed alcohol in 
the past month—an increase of 3 per-
cent from the previous year. 

In addition, Colorado’s Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey, completed by over 700 
Colorado high school students, found 
that only 19 percent of students have 
never tried alcohol. Conversely, 29 per-
cent reported binge drinking, defined 
as having consumed five or more alco-
holic drinks on one or more occasions 
during the 30 days preceding the sur-
vey. Tragically, five college students 
died in Colorado last year due to binge 
drinking. 

As policy makers but more impor-
tantly, as parents—these statistics 
should alarm us all. As the father of 
two teenage daughters, I worry because 
I know alcohol abuse is frequently a 
precursor to use and abuse of illegal 
drugs and other dangerous behavior. 
The good news is that parents are the 
leading influence on a child’s decision 
not to drink alcohol. It is critical that 
parents and other trusted adults ini-
tiate conversations with children about 
underage drinking well in advance of 
the first time they are faced with a de-
cision regarding alcohol. 

Earlier this week, my colleagues 
from Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
teamed up with The Century Council 
and Nickelodeon to cast a spotlight on 
underage drinking in the Hispanic 
community. 

We all know that the Hispanic popu-
lation is growing in the United States. 
In Colorado, Hispanics represent al-
most 20 percent of the total population. 
Because the Hispanic community is a 
younger community, we have the abil-
ity and the obligation to influence the 
lives of these and all children, and to 
prevent them from engaging in dan-
gerous activities such as underage 
drinking. 

With the launch of Pregunte, 
Escuche, Aprenda: Los niños y el alco-
hol no mezclan!, Hispanic parents and 
their middle-school-aged children will 
have access to critical information on 
the negative consequences of underage 
drinking. The program is designed to 
reduce underage drinking, particularly 
among children ages 9 to 13. The infor-
mation is useful for parents, other 
trusted adults and kids, and includes 
strategies to help facilitate conversa-
tions about the dangers of underage 
drinking. 

It was developed in collaboration 
with several national Hispanic organi-
zations, including the League of United 
Latin American Citizens, LULAC, the 
Aspira Association, the National 
Latino Children’s Institute, the Na-
tional Hispanic Medical Association 
and MANA, among others, and is a cul-
turally and linguistically adapted 
version of their Ask, Listen, Learn: 
Kids and Alcohol Don’t Mix program. 

I commend The Century Council and 
Nickelodeon for giving Hispanic par-
ents and children across the Nation 
such a valuable communications tool 
to initiate those critically important 
discussions regarding alcohol. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

While leaving a bar on March 1, 2004, 
in Morgantown, WV, three men were 
attacked, two of whom are gay. Chris-
topher Barnhart and his friends heard 
someone use homophobic language to-
ward them. Barnhart was subsequently 
attacked and knocked to the ground, 
suffering two facial fractures. When 
Barnhart’s friend tried to come to his 
assistance, he was attacked and suf-
fered bruised ribs and a cut ear as a re-
sult. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LARRY W. PANKEY, JR. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to remember the life and sac-
rifice of a Coloradan who has made us 
all proud: SGT Larry W. Pankey, Jr., 
of Morrison, CO. Sergeant Pankey was 
a member of the 467th Engineer Bat-
talion, U.S. Army Reserve, based out of 
Mississippi. 

Sergeant Pankey died earlier this 
month in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He was only 34. He died serv-
ing this country with courage, self sac-
rifice and dignity, gifts which we as a 
nation are profoundly grateful to re-
ceive. 

Sergeant Pankey is not alone in this 
sacrifice. Across Colorado and Amer-
ica, men and women have answered the 
call and risen on our behalf. They have 
not done so for glory or recognition, 
but because they share the funda-
mental belief that freedom and liberty 
are worth fighting for. They have come 
from farms and ranches in places like 
Colorado’s eastern plains and apart-
ment buildings in cities like Denver, 
from living rooms and bedrooms and 
classrooms across this country. 

The sons and daughters of America 
have stood united to defend our way of 
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