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The Senate met at 9:46 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable PAT-
RICK J. LEAHY, a Senator from the
State of Vermont.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vis-
iting Chaplain today, Father Claude
Pomerleau, will lead the Senate in
prayer.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, beloved Creator of
the mountains and the wooded valleys
from Whose fullness we have all re-
ceived, direct our steps in our everyday
efforts. Your presence in the resound-
ing rivers and quiet breezes, in the fer-
tile plains and dry deserts powerfully
yet gently guides all the moments of
our day and brings those necessary mo-
ments of beauty and peace into our
lives.

Go before us in our pilgrimage of life,
anticipate our needs, and prevent our
falling. We are all hungry for the full-
ness of joy that only You can give.
Send Your Spirit to unite us in our
search for a better world, and espe-
cially to enlighten and guide all legis-
lators who serve You by working for
the common good. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Chair is honored to be able to ask the
Senator from Vermont to introduce his
distinguished relative.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the majority leader.

Senate

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, very brief-
ly, this morning we have set aside a pe-
riod of morning business for the first 60
minutes. Following that time, we will
return to the consideration of the
Transportation-Treasury-HUD  appro-
priations bill. Last night, we entered
into an agreement which will allow
Senators BROWNBACK and LANDRIEU to
offer the DC appropriations bill at 11
o’clock this morning. Following their
statements, we expect a vote on that
amendment. That will be a voice vote.

Also under our order from last night,
at 12:10 today, we will vote on the Kyl
amendment relating to a freeze of the
Members’ COLA or cost-of-living ad-
justment. After that vote, we will re-
cess for our scheduled policy lunch-
eons.

We will return to the bill this after-
noon, and we will have additional votes
on amendments to the appropriations
measure. It would also be helpful to
have a filing deadline so that the two
managers will be better able to manage
the amendments as they come forward.
Today, I will be talking to the Demo-
cratic leader about a unanimous con-
sent for that deadline.

We need to finish this appropriations
bill this week. We will finish this ap-
propriations bill this week. It does
mean we may need to be voting on Fri-
day in order to accomplish that, and
we will be here on Friday to accom-
plish that if necessary.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under

the previous order, there will be a pe-

riod for the transaction of morning
business for up to 60 minutes, with the

first half of the time under the control
of the majority leader or his designee
and the second half of the time under
the control of the Democratic leader or
his designee.

The Chair recognizes the distin-
guished Senator from Vermont.

——
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, with the
distinguished majority leader on the
floor, I ask unanimous consent that I
be allowed to go forward for 3 or 4 min-
utes on Senator REID’s time and go out
of order at this point.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

———

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, first, I
note my dear friend of over 30 years,
the distinguished senior Senator from
Alaska, is in the chair, the President
pro tempore of the Senate. I note that
the President pro tempore showed his
usual courtesy, instead of taking the
chair initially to open the session, as
he would, to allow me to do so to intro-
duce my brother-in-law, Father Claude
Pomerleau.

I also note that our distinguished
Chaplain, Dr. Barry Black, is here. I
thank the Chaplain for his cooperation
in making sure that Father Pomerleau
could open the session.

Of course, I thank the distinguished
majority leader, Senator FRIST, and
the distinguished Democratic leader,
Senator REID.

Mr. President, I note that Father
Pomerleau is a very close member of
our family. He is probably not used to
hearing me call him Father Pomerleau;
it has always been Claude. He was on
the altar—mot yet a priest but in the
seminary—when my wife Marcelle and
I were married slightly over 43 years
ago. And 40 years ago this December,
the two of us were able to be with his
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wonderful parents, Phil and Cecile
Pomerleau, at his ordination in
Rome—a very proud time for his par-
ents, certainly a proud time for Claude,
but also a very proud time for Marcelle
and me.

He has been, in many ways, our spir-
itual light and friend all these years.
He is very much a brother to me, as he
is to Marcelle. I have had the privilege
one other time to have him as visiting
Chaplain. And in my 31 years in the
Senate, those two times stand out as
highlights in my career.

So again I thank the distinguished
Senator from Alaska for showing his
usual courtesy, and, of course, I cher-
ish our friendship of over three dec-
ades.

With that, Mr. President, I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Georgia is recognized.

————
IRAQ

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise
this morning to reflect for a moment
on the apparent successful events in
Iraq this weekend and also to look for-
ward to more successful events in the
months ahead. It appears the people of
Iraq—10 million of them—turned out
on Saturday to ratify a constitution
under which elections will take place
on December 15 of this year. I believe
now is an appropriate time for us to
recognize, in the process of liberating
the people of Iraq, the great accom-
plishments our brave young men and
women have made to allow that proc-
ess to take place.

About 2% years ago, America went
into Iraq with three stated goals. One
was to depose Saddam Hussein. That
was done. He goes on trial tomorrow,
to be tried by his own people, in his
own court, by his own judges. Second,
we went in to rid the nation of weapons
that could hurt others and stabilize the
country so we could accomplish the
third goal, which is to allow the people
of Iraq to self-determine their future,
as we in America did some 229 years
ago.

The first goal, deposing Hussein, was
accomplished, and he goes on trial. The
second goal of stabilizing the country
has, in fact, been accomplished. It has
been accomplished in a unique way and
was ratified by the very election that
took place on Saturday, because on
Saturday the Iraqi military protected
the Iraqi polling places to allow the
Iraqis to have an election that had
very little disruption or violence by
the insurgents. Now we move toward
December 15 and the election of a per-
manent assembly for the people of Iraq
to govern themselves.

On the first day of February of this
year, I visited Baghdad, shortly after
the elections that were held on Janu-
ary 31. I saw on that day the pride of
Iraqis holding up their index finger,
stained with blue ink, with smiles on
their faces and self-satisfaction from
having voted, which they did. We saw
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at that election where a number of the
Sunnis stayed home, where most of the
Shiites and the Kurds voted, and there
were about 8 million votes.

Just 8 months later, I watched this
morning on TV and saw index fingers
raised with ink stains to evidence the
vote that had taken place, but those
ink stains were not just on the fingers
of Shiites and Kurds, they were on the
fingers of Sunnis as well because, as
was said after the first election in Iraq
in January, the Sunnis learned that in
a democracy, if you do not vote, you do
not count. Although their votes may
have been different yesterday, it laid
the groundwork for this country to
self-determine its future in peace, for
its three groups within their country
to join together, to form a government,
to iron out their differences peacefully,
and to grow in the Middle East what
many thought was never possible, and
that is an Arab nation self-determining
its future, with its people electing its
representatives, living and growing in
peace and harmony with its neighbors.

There have been a lot of critics of our
efforts in Iraq. There have been some
who have said the war was wrong and
others who have said we ought to come
home, when, in fact, they have mis-
judged and mischaracterized the entire
event. For us to come home is to lose
the war. For us to stay is for liberty
and peace and freedom to take root, to
grow, and to prosper, and for an area of
the world that for all time has been in
turmoil to have the chance in future
time to be in peace. That is not just
good for the Middle East. That is not
just good for the Iraqis. That is good
for America. That is good for the na-
tions of the world. That is good for the
future peace of this great Nation we
call the United States of America, for
it was terrorism that drug us into the
Middle East. It is terrorism, through
insurgents, that we fight today in Iraq.
And it is terrorism that will lose, not
in the end to bullets but to votes, with
a people free to self-determine their fu-
ture.

The people in Iraq began that process
on January 31 and reaffirmed that
process this past Saturday. I am con-
fident and looking forward to the fu-
ture, that on December 15 they will re-
affirm that process again by holding
free elections, guarded—and peacefully
guarded—by their own trained troops,
who will be the security force that in
the future replaces our men and
women, and that they will secure the
country of Iraq not just for one elec-
tion, not just for one day, but for the
future.

It has been said that victory in Iraq
is a process and not an event. I believe
that is an appropriate statement. We
have gone through a process that de-
posed an evil dictator, stabilized a vio-
lent nation, allowed free elections to
take place, for a constitution to be
drawn, for elections for its ratification
to take place, and now we are on the
doorstep of the election of those per-
manent representatives who will self-
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determine the future of the nation of
Iraq. In this process, known as free-
dom, America has contributed much.

Our sons and daughters have been
there steadfastly fighting the insur-
gents, securing the Iraqi people, and
giving the flame of liberty and freedom
a chance to grow and glow. On Satur-
day that process apparently took place
again. I look forward to it taking place
on December 15. I thank God for the
brave men and women of the U.S.
Armed Forces and the resilience of our
people as, once again, we are the lead-
ing light for freedom, peace, hope, and
liberty not just in our own country but
around the world.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
VITTER). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to use my leader time
and not interfere with morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEADERSHIP PAC RIDER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing I would like to speak for a short
time about a provision of the bill be-
fore the Senate, the Transportation
bill, that was removed by Republican
leaders when the bill was taken up yes-
terday. I commend my colleagues, Sen-
ators FEINGOLD and MCCAIN, for their
leadership in advocating to the Repub-
lican leaders to take this step. The pro-
vision should not pass quietly in the
night. It was in this bill. It should not
have been. More importantly, it should
not emerge in any way in the future in
some type of a must-pass conference
report.

The leadership PAC rider would have
created a giant loophole in our cam-
paign finance laws and would have per-
mitted unseemly money transfers
among incumbents and national par-
ties.

Today, leadership PACs are bound by
the same campaign finance rules as are
regular campaign PACs, known as po-
litical action committees; that is, lead-
ership PACs can’t give more than
$15,000 annually to the national par-
ties. The rider inserted in this bill dur-
ing markup by the Republican leader-
ship removed this limit on leadership
PACs so they could transfer unlimited
funds to national parties.

My colleagues, Senators FEINGOLD
and McCAIN, rightly decried this move
as a major circumvention of our cam-
paign finance laws. The provision
would have directly undermined the
point of those laws: preventing corrup-
tion in fact and in appearance. I joined
with them to oppose this provision and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-17T01:16:27-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




