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Wineman was promoted to payroll su-
pervisor. Four years later, in August, 
1980, he was promoted to the position 
of assistant financial clerk. On May 1, 
1998, he became the Financial Clerk of 
the U.S. Senate Disbursing Office, that 
is, the Senate’s Financial Officer. 

His has been an extraordinary career, 
during which he has earned the praise 
of those who work under and with him 
in the Disbursing Office, and the re-
spect of other Senate staffers and 
Members of this Chamber. During his 
service in Senate financial leadership 
positions for the past two decades, Mr. 
Wineman has overseen the techno-
logical renovation of the Senate’s fi-
nancial affairs and has had a hand both 
in the Senate budget process and the 
Senate appropriation’s process. And he 
proved himself to be an invaluable re-
source to Senate leadership on both 
sides of the aisle. He will be missed and 
will be very difficult to replace. 

I want to congratulate and thank Mr. 
Wineman for his extraordinary dedica-
tion to the work and traditions of the 
Senate. And I want extend to him and 
Pat, his wife of 36 years, my fondest 
wishes, and ask the Lord’s blessings as 
they embark upon this new phase of 
their lives. 

I understand that after relaxing and 
enjoying a stress-free environment for 
the next 6 months, Tim plans to spend 
his retirement playing golf and trav-
eling. I urge him to do it. He deserves 
it. He has earned it. 

‘‘IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE’’ 

It makes no difference who sang the song, 
If only the song was sung; 
It makes no difference who did the deed, 
Be they old in years or young; 

If the song was sweet and helped a soul, 
What matters the singer’s name? 
The worth was in the song itself, 
And not in the world’s acclaim. 

The song and the deed are one, 
If each be done for love; 
Love of the work, not love of self, 
And the ‘‘score’’ is kept above. 
It makes no difference who did the deed, 
Be they old in years or young; 

If the song was sweet and helped a soul, 
What matters the singer’s name? 
The worth was in the song itself, 
And not in the world’s acclaim. 

The song and the deed are one, 
If each be done for love; 
Love of the work, not love of self, 
And the ‘‘score’’ is kept above. 

—Author Unknown. 

f 

THE PASSING OF COLONEL 
CLARENCE LEE TURNIPSEED, JR. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, last 
month, COL Clarence Lee Turnipseed, 
Jr., passed away. He was the father of 
my good friend, and one of the Senate’s 
best and most indispensable workers, 
Mrs. Dot Svendson, who works in the 
Office of the Secretary of the Senate. 
With the death of Colonel Turnipseed, 
the State of Alabama has lost an out-
standing citizen and our Nation has 
lost a true patriot. 

Born September 18, 1914, in Union 
Springs, AL, Clarence Turnipseed grad-

uated from Auburn University in 1935. 
That same year he was commissioned 
as a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army and began a remarkable and im-
portant military career. During World 
War II, he served as a battery com-
mander and battalion staff officer of 
the 42nd Field Artillery Battalion of 
the Fourth Infantry. On June 6, 1944, 
Captain Turnipseed participated in the 
momentous D-Day landing on Utah 
Beach in Normandy. A few months 
later, he participated in the Battle of 
the Bulge. He was eventually promoted 
to the rank of colonel, served as com-
mander of the 87th Maneuver Area De-
tachment in Birmingham, AL, and was 
an instructor at the Command and 
General Staff College in Fort Leaven-
worth, KS. 

A grateful Nation recognized Colonel 
Turnipseed’s long and productive mili-
tary career by presenting him with a 
number of awards and honors. Those 
included the Bronze Star, the Army 
Commendation Medal, the American 
Defense Service Medal, the American 
Campaign Medal, and the European-Af-
rican-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal. 

Colonel Turnipseed also had an im-
portant and productive civilian career 
in banking and business. He worked in 
a number of banks and financial insti-
tutions in Alabama. In 1968, he became 
president and chief executive officer of 
the First National Bank in Brewton. 
He eventually held a number of offices 
in the Alabama and American Bankers 
Associations, including president of the 
Alabama Bankers Association and vice 
president of the American Bankers As-
sociation. In 1973, he became director 
of the Birmingham Branch of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank in Atlanta, and 3 
years later was named Alabama’s 
Small Business Advocate. 

I extend Erma’s and my most heart-
felt condolences to Mrs. Svendson and 
to her brother, Clarence Lee, and to 
her sisters, Rebecca and Margaret. 

f 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, on July 30 
and 31, the First Christian Church of 
Weirton, WV celebrated its 175th anni-
versary. I wish to take a few minutes 
of the Senate’s time to extend to this 
house of worship, which came into ex-
istence in 1830, 33 years before West 
Virginia was even a State, my be1ated 
but sincere and heartfelt congratula-
tions. 

For 175 years, the First Christian 
Church of Weirton has served our Lord 
and ministered to the needs of the re-
gion by providing comfort and support 
to those in need. It has provided aid 
and assistance to unemployed steel 
workers, to flood victims, and to those 
in need. It has provided a place of faith 
and hope for all. 

I regret that I was not able to par-
ticipate in what I am sure was a most 
glorious celebration, but I do want to 
recognize and thank the First Chris-
tian Church of Weirton for its wonder-

ful service to our Lord, and to our be-
loved State. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On August 18, 2003, in Washington, 
DC, Elviv Augusto Perez Morales who 
lived and dressed as a woman, was al-
legedly killed. According to police, he 
was allegedly killed by Antonie Jacobs 
who had paid for sex under the impres-
sion he was dealing with a woman. 
Upon learning that the prostitute was 
really a man, the customer returned 
and allegedly shot the prostitute. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT, 
S. 1197 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the full Senate has finally 
taken up, considered and passed the re-
authorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act, S. 1197, bipartisan legisla-
tion that will further our goal of end-
ing domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking. The en-
actment of the Violence Against 
Women Act over a decade ago marked 
an important national commitment to 
survivors of domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. I am proud to join Sen-
ators BIDEN, HATCH, SPECTER, and oth-
ers as an original cosponsor of this im-
portant measure, which currently has 
58 cosponsors in total. I want to espe-
cially recognize Senator BIDEN for his 
commitment to ending violence 
against women and children. 

Earlier in my career as a prosecutor 
in Vermont, I witnessed the dev-
astating effects of domestic violence. 
Violence and abuse affect people of all 
walks of life every day and regardless 
of gender, race, culture, age, class or 
sexuality. Such violence is a crime and 
it is always wrong, whether the abuser 
is a family member, someone the vic-
tim is dating, a current or past spouse, 
boyfriend, or girlfriend, an acquaint-
ance or a stranger. 

The National Crime Victimization 
Survey estimates there were 691,710 
nonfatal, violent incidents committed 
against victims by current and former 
spouses, boyfriends or girlfriends—also 
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known as intimate partners—during 
2001. Of those incidents, 85 percent were 
against women. The rate of nonfatal 
intimate partner violence against 
women has fallen steadily since 1993, 
when the rate was 9.8 incidents per 
1,000 people. In 2001, the number fell to 
5.0 incidents per 1,000 people, nearly a 
50-percent reduction but still unaccept-
ably high. Tragically, however, the sur-
vey found that 1,600 women were killed 
in 1976 by a current or former spouse or 
boyfriend, while in 2000 some 1,247 
women were killed by their intimate 
partners. 

According to the annual Vermont 
Crime Report, the number of forcible 
rapes reported in Vermont increased in 
2004 to the highest level in 7 years, 
while the amount of violent crime re-
mained unchanged and overall crime 
fell by about 5 percent from 2003. Re-
ported incidents of rape rose by 58 per-
cent, from 117 in 2003 to 185 in 2004. The 
average age of the victim was 21, 47 
percent of victims were younger than 
18 years old, in 74 percent of the cases 
the perpetrator was an acquaintance of 
the victim, and in a quarter of the 
cases the defendant was a family mem-
ber or intimate partner of the victim. 
In only 1 percent of the cases was the 
perpetrator a stranger. These figures 
cause me great concern because violent 
crime has declined nationwide during 
that same time period. Numbers like 
these are why reauthorizing VAWA is 
so vital. 

Our Nation has made remarkable 
progress over the past 25 years in rec-
ognizing that domestic violence and 
sexual assault are crimes. We have re-
sponded with better laws, social sup-
port, and coordinated community re-
sponses. Millions of women, men, chil-
dren and families, however, continue to 
be traumatized by abuse, leading to in-
creased rates of crime, violence and 
suffering. 

The Violence Against Women Act has 
provided aid to law enforcement offi-
cers and prosecutors, helped stem do-
mestic violence and child abuse, estab-
lished training programs for victim ad-
vocates and counselors, and trained 
probation and parole officers who work 
with released sex offenders. Now we on 
the Judiciary Committee and then the 
rest of our colleagues in Congress have 
the opportunity to reauthorize VAWA 
and make improvements to vital core 
programs, tighten criminal penalties 
against domestic abusers, and create 
new solutions to other crucial aspects 
of domestic violence and sexual as-
sault. This is an opportunity to help 
treat children victims of violence, aug-
ment health care for rape victims, hold 
repeat offenders and Internet stalkers 
accountable, and help domestic vio-
lence victims keep their jobs. 

Included in VAWA 2005 are reauthor-
izations of two programs that I ini-
tially sponsored that are vital to help-
ing rural communities battle domestic 
violence in a setting in which isolation 
can make it more difficult for both vic-
tims and law enforcement. In a small, 

rural State such as Vermont, our coun-
ty and local law enforcement agencies 
rely heavily on cooperative, inter-
agency efforts to combat and solve sig-
nificant problems. That is why I sought 
to include the rural domestic violence 
and child victimization enforcement 
grant program as part of the original 
VAWA. This program helps make serv-
ices available to rural victims and chil-
dren by encouraging community in-
volvement in developing a coordinated 
response to combat domestic violence, 
dating violence and child abuse. Ade-
quate resources combined with sus-
tained commitment will bring about 
significant improvements in rural 
areas to the lives of those victimized 
by domestic and sexual violence. 

The rural grants program section of 
VAWA 2005 reauthorizes and expands 
the existing education, training and 
services grant programs that address 
violence against women in rural areas. 
This provision renews the rural VAWA 
program, extends direct grants to 
State and local governments for serv-
ices in rural areas and expands areas to 
include community collaboration 
projects in rural areas and the creation 
or expansion of additional victim serv-
ices. This provision includes new lan-
guage that expands the program cov-
erage to sexual assault, child sexual as-
sault and stalking. It also expands eli-
gibility from rural States to rural com-
munities, increasing access to rural 
sections of otherwise highly populated 
States. This section authorizes 
$55,000,000 annually for 2006 through 
2010, which is an increase of $15 million 
per year. 

The second grant program initiative 
on which I have focused is the transi-
tional housing assistance grants for 
victims of domestic violence, dating vi-
olence, sexual assault or stalking. This 
program, which became law as part of 
the PROTECT Act of 2003, authorizes 
grants for transitional housing and re-
lated services for people fleeing domes-
tic violence, sexual assault or stalkers. 
At a time when the availability of af-
fordable housing has sunk to record 
lows, transitional housing for victims 
is especially needed. Today more than 
50 percent of homeless individuals are 
women and children fleeing domestic 
violence. We have a clear problem that 
is in dire need of a solution. This pro-
gram is part of the solution. 

Transitional housing allows women 
to bridge the gap between leaving vio-
lence in their homes and becoming self- 
sufficient. Our bill, VAWA 2005, amends 
the existing transitional housing pro-
gram by expanding the current direct- 
assistance grants to include funds for 
operational, capital and renovation 
costs. Other changes include providing 
services to victims of dating violence, 
sexual assault and stalking; extending 
the length of time for receipt of bene-
fits to match that used by Housing and 
Urban Development transitional hous-
ing programs; and updating the exist-
ing program to reflect the concerns of 
the service provision community. The 

provision would increase the author-
ized funding for the grant from 
$30,000,000 to $40,000,000. 

Regrettably, this important bill was 
saddled in committee with an extra-
neous and ill-considered amendment, 
offered by Senator KYL, relating to the 
national DNA database. Current law 
permits States to collect DNA samples 
from arrested individuals and to in-
clude arrestee information in State 
DNA databases. In addition, States 
may use arrestee information to search 
the national DNA database for a pos-
sible ‘‘hit.’’ The only thing that States 
may not do is upload arrestee informa-
tion into the national database before 
a person has been formally charged 
with a crime. 

Under the Kyl amendment, arrestee 
information can go into the national 
database immediately upon arrest, be-
fore formal charges are filed, and even 
if no charges are ever brought. This 
adds little or no value for law enforce-
ment, while intruding on the privacy 
rights of people who are, in our system, 
presumed innocent. It could also pro-
vide an incentive for pretextual and 
race-based stops and arrests for the 
purpose of DNA sampling. Congress re-
jected this very proposal less than a 
year ago, after extended negotiations 
and consultation with the Department 
of Justice. 

The Kyl amendment would also make 
it harder for innocent people to have 
their DNA expunged from a state data-
base. Under current law, if a State 
chooses to enter a person’s DNA profile 
into its database before the person is 
convicted of a crime, then the State 
must automatically expunge that in-
formation in the event that no convic-
tion is obtained. Under the new lan-
guage, even a person who is arrested in 
error and released without charge 
would need to obtain a court order be-
fore his DNA information could be re-
moved from the database. 

Databases are important tools to 
solving crime, but there are limits to 
what should be included in databases. 
The Kyl amendment raises serious pri-
vacy concerns that cannot be justified 
by any legitimate law enforcement 
need. I opposed it in committee, I con-
tinue to oppose it in its current form, 
and I will press for its exclusion in con-
ference. 

VAWA 2005 is an important part of 
our efforts to increase awareness of the 
problem of violence, to save the lives of 
battered women, rape victims, and 
children who grow up with violence and 
to continue progress against the dev-
astating tragedy of domestic violence. 
I look forward to working with Sen-
ators SPECTER and BIDEN, Congressmen 
SENSENBRENNER and CONYERS and other 
members of the upcoming conference 
to reauthorize the Violence Against 
Women Act and thus strengthen the 
prevention of violence against women 
and children and its devastating costs 
and consequences. 
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Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, last night, 

the Senate passed by unanimous con-
sent the Biden-Hatch—Specter Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 2005, S. 
1197. It is a testament to the under-
lying goals of this legislation that this 
legislation was unanimously passed 
and garnered 57 cosponsors from both 
sides of the aisle. I would like to thank 
Chairman SPECTER for his unyielding 
efforts to get this bill passed, and I 
would like to thank Senator HATCH for 
his longstanding support for this effort. 
The act expired on September 30. The 
House has passed its legislation, so it is 
imperative that we get the Violence 
Against Women Act of 2005 to con-
ference and to the President’s desk im-
mediately. 

The Violence Against Women Act of 
2005 makes many critical improve-
ments to the original act that we 
passed over 10 years ago. Many in this 
Chamber are well aware that I consider 
the Violence. Against Women Act the 
single most significant legislation that 
I have crafted during my 32-year tenure 
in the Senate. Indeed, the enactment of 
the Violence Against Women Act in 
1994 was the beginning of a historic 
commitment to women and children 
victimized by domestic violence and 
sexual assault. Our Nation has been re-
warded for this commitment. Since the 
act’s passage in 1994, domestic violence 
has dropped by almost 50 percent, inci-
dents of rape are down by 60 percent, 
and the number of wowen killed by an 
abusive husband or boyfriend is down 
by 22 percent. Today, more than half of 
all rape victims are stepping forward to 
report the crime. And since we passed 
the act in 1994 over a million women 
have found justice in our courtrooms 
and obtained domestic violence protec-
tive orders. 

‘‘This is a dramatic change from 10 
years ago. Back then, violence in the 
household was treated as a ‘‘family 
matter’’ rather than a criminal justice 
issue. Because we took action, the 
criminal justice system is much better 
equipped to handle domestic violence, 
and it is treated for what it is, crimi-
nal. The goal of the legislation passed 
is to usher the Violence Against 
Women Act into the 21st century. With 
this legislation we attempt to look be-
yond the immediate crisis and takes 
steps to not only punish offenders, but 
to also do more to help victims get 
their lives back on track, and prevent 
domestic violence and sexual assault 
from occurring in the first place. 

This bill is truly a cooperative effort. 
As Senator HATCH, Senator SPECTER 
and I drafted this bill, we listened 
closely to suggestions from both sides 
of the aisle, and we listened carefully 
to the input from those with wide rang-
ing opinions on how to combat this 
problem. In particular, we listened to 
those who are on the front lines fight-
ing to end violence, such as police offi-
cers, emergency room nurses, victim 
advocates, shelter directors, and pros-
ecutors. Based upon these discussions, 
we made targeted improvements to ex-

isting grant programs and we tightened 
up the criminal laws. 

The groups that assisted with draft-
ing this bill included the National Coa-
lition Against Domestic Violence, the 
National Network to End Domestic Vi-
olence, the Family Violence Preven-
tion Fund, Legal Momentum, the Na-
tional Alliance to End Sexual Violence, 
the National Center for Victims for 
Crime, the American Bar Association, 
the National District Attorneys Asso-
ciation, the National Council on Fam-
ily and Juvenile Court Judges, the Na-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police, 
the National Sheriffs’ Association and 
many others. I would personally like to 
thank them for the work that they do 
each and every day to make our Nation 
a better, safer place for its citizens. 

No doubt, the bill that we have 
passed today is ambitious. We have 
made tremendous strides in treating 
domestic violence and sexual assaults 
as public crimes over the past 10 years. 
We have helped ensure that offenders 
were held accountable, and we created 
coordinated community responses to 
help victims. The Violence Against 
Women Act of 2005 will help us look be-
yond the immediate crisis and provide 
long-term solutions for victims, and we 
will redouble our prevention efforts. 
This is why we included important ef-
forts to ease the housing crisis for vic-
tims fleeing their homes, included ef-
forts to engage boys and men to pre-
vent domestic violence from occurring 
in the first place, enlisted the 
healthcare community in identifying 
and treating victims, and to help stop 
the cycle of abuse suffered by immi-
grant women and provided tough new 
regulations for international marriage 
brokers to ensure that they provide 
foreign brides with information related 
to the background of their potential 
husband and their rights if they are 
abused. 

Despite all of the strong points of 
this legislation, it could be made bet-
ter. In particular, I had hoped that pro-
visions from Senator MURRAY’s Secu-
rity and Financial Empowerment Act, 
SAFE, would have remained in the bill. 
This amendment would provide some 
fundamental economic protections for 
victims of domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. Just as the Family Medical 
Leave Act protects individuals caring 
for a sick loved one, the SAFE Act 
would allow domestic violence victims 
to take time off from work to appear in 
court cases and other judicial pro-
ceedings without jeopardizing their 
employment at a time they need it the 
most. The SAFE Act is important leg-
islation, and I believe that there is bi- 
partisan support for it. Unfortunately, 
we were not able to reach a consensus 
on this amendment and, as a result, it 
is not part of this final bill. It is my 
hope that the Senate will revisit this 
issue soon, and I look forward to work-
ing with Senator MURRAY in this ef-
fort. 

One of the primary concerns ex-
pressed about the bill is that it simply 

costs too much. This is certainly un-
derstandable given our Nation’s finan-
cial situation right now, but I have al-
ways said that the safety of the Amer-
ican people is the single most impor-
tant responsibility for Federal, State, 
and local governments. And, while 
money doesn’t solve every problem, 
there are very few, if any, efforts re-
lated to preventing violence and fight-
ing crime that can be solved without 
money. As such, it is simply a fact that 
this effort will continue to cost money. 
I would argue that the results over the 
past 10 years show that this has been 
money well spent, and I hope that the 
Congress will continue to fund these ef-
forts. In fact, there is evidence that we 
have received a net return on this in-
vestment. A 2002 university study 
found that money spent to reduce do-
mestic violence saved nearly ten times 
the potential costs through the years 
of 1995 and 2000. During that time, the 
Federal Government spent $1.6 billion 
for the act’s programs and, as a result, 
we avoided spending an estimated $14.8 
billion on medical, legal and other vic-
timization costs that arise from domes-
tic violence. On an individual level, the 
bill costs roughly $15.50 per woman in 
the United States and saves an esti-
mated $159 per woman. This evidence 
suggests that our success in ending 
family violence cannot be signal to re-
duce funding, rather, it is a call to con-
tinue to do more. We simply can’t af-
ford to lose the gains that we have 
made. We have found a winning com-
bination, and we need to stick with it. 

The Senate’s action today dem-
onstrates that eradicating violence 
against women is truly a shared goals, 
one that is held by Democrats and Re-
publicans, one that is upheld by men 
and women, and one that is desired by 
both Government and by the private 
sector. I would like to thank my col-
leagues of the Senate for their support 
of this important legislation. In par-
ticular, I want to thank Senator 
HATCH, a long-standing champion on 
this issue. Since 1990, Senator HATCH 
and I have worked together to end fam-
ily violence in this country, so it is no 
great surprise that once again he 
worked side-by-side with us to craft to-
day’s bill. I am also deeply indebted to 
Senator KENNEDY for his unwavering 
commitment to battered immigrant 
women and his work on the bill’s immi-
gration provisions. I also thank Sen-
ator LEAHY who has long-supported the 
Violence Against Women Act and, in 
particular, has worked on the rural 
programs and transitional housing pro-
visions. Finally, I want to thank my 
very good friend from Pennsylvania for 
his commitment and leadership on this 
bill. It is a pleasure to work with Sen-
ator SPECTER, and I want to thank him 
for expeditiously moving this legisla-
tion through the Judiciary Committee 
and through today’s action by the Sen-
ate. I look forward to working in the 
future with all of my colleagues to en-
sure that we continue to strive to the 
important goals of the Violence 
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Against Women Act of 2005. This effort 
will require a bi-partisan commitment. 

Again, I am thankful to Senators 
REID and FRIST for their work on see-
ing that bill is passed and to all of my 
colleagues who unanimously supported 
the Violence Against Women Act of 
2005. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, last 
evening, S. 1197, ;the Violence Against 
Women Act, was passed out of the Sen-
ate. I commend the Judiciary Com-
mittee for including Title 9, Safety for 
Indian Women, in its bill to reauthor-
ize the act. Title 9 focuses on the needs 
of Indian tribes to enable them to re-
duce and treat incidents of domestic 
violence in Indian country. Among 
other things, it would authorize the 
creation of tribal criminal history 
databases to document domestic vio-
lence convictions and protection orders 
and it creates a new Federal criminal 
offense authorizing Federal prosecutors 
to charge repeat domestic violence of-
fenders before they seriously injure or 
kill someone. S. 1197 also would au-
thorize the Bureau of Indian Affairs po-
lice and certain tribal officers to make 
arrests for domestic violence assaults 
committed outside of their presence. 

Since 1999, the Department of Justice 
has issued various studies showing that 
Indian women experience the highest 
rates of domestic violence compared to 
all other groups in the United States. 
These reports state that one out of 
every three Indian women are victims 
of sexual assault; that from 1979 to 
1992, homicide was the third leading 
cause of death of Indian females be-
tween the ages of 15 to 34; and that 75 
percent of those deaths were com-
mitted by a family member or ac-
quaintance. What we don’t know, how-
ever, is the impact of these violent acts 
on law enforcement, judicial, mental or 
medical services in Indian country. I 
am, therefore, pleased to see that this 
bill would authorize a comprehensive 
study of domestic violence in Indian 
Country to gauge the impact of these 
acts to Indian tribes and their re-
sources. The findings of such a study 
will help the Congress and the adminis-
tration to better focus resources to 
areas with the greatest need. 

Earlier this Congress, Senator DOR-
GAN and I introduced the Restoring 
Safety to Indian Women Act. We 
worked closely with the Senate Judici-
ary Committee to ensure that the pro-
visions of this bill, some of which I 
mention here, were given due consider-
ation. Throughout the more com-
prehensive S. 1197, Indian tribes would 
be eligible for various grants to en-
hance their victim services, judicial 
function, and law enforcement service 
capacity to the same extent as State 
and local governments are eligible. 

Domestic violence is a national prob-
lem and not one that is unique to In-
dian country. Yet, due to the unique 
status of Indian tribes, there are obsta-
cles faced by Indian tribal police, Fed-
eral investigators, tribal and Federal 
prosecutors and courts that impede 

their ability to respond to domestic vi-
olence in Indian country. Title 9 of this 
bill goes a long way toward removing 
these obstacles at all levels and to en-
hance the ability of each agency to re-
spond to acts of domestic violence 
when they occur. These critical 
changes to the current law will greatly 
curb violence against Indian women, 
and perhaps even save lives. 

Again, I thank the members of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee for their 
thoughtful consideration in drafting a 
bill that includes an often forgotten 
segment of our population, the Na-
tion’s Indian tribes. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING ASHLEY 
JEFFERS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Ashley Jeffers of 
Alvaton, KY. Ashley was recently 
awarded a $15,000 college scholarship as 
part of the Girls Incorporated National 
Scholars Program. 

Ashley experience at Girls Inc. of 
Bowling Green, KY is a testament to 
her impressive work ethic, initiative, 
and leadership skills. She joined Girls 
Inc. at the age of 14, and was hired 
shortly after to help teach classes. 
Eager to expand the center, Ashley 
learned about other Girls Inc. national 
programs and incorporated new classes 
into the existing program at Bowling 
Green. Inspired by her experience 
working with other young women at 
Girls Inc., Ashley has decided to pursue 
a career in social work following her 
studies at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity. 

The Girls Inc. National Scholars Pro-
gram was created in 1992 by a $6.1 mil-
lion gift from Lucille Miller Wright, a 
volunteer pilot during World War II, 
who wanted to help young women over-
come financial barriers to attending 
college. Since 1992, the National Schol-
ars Program has awarded over $1.8 mil-
lion to 304 girls. 

By inspiring other young women to 
become strong, smart, and bold, Ashley 
Jeffers does justice to the legacy of Lu-
cille Miller Wright. She is an example 
of how young Americans can have a 
positive influence on their commu-
nities by participating in mentorship 
activities such as Girls Inc. 

I congratulate Ashley on this 
achievement. She is an inspiration to 
the citizens of Kentucky. I look for-
ward to seeing all that she will accom-
plish in the future.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO AUGUST WILSON 

∑ Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I 
want to pause in the Senate’s business 
today to recognize the passing of a 
great American who we in Minnesota 
are proud to call our own: Pulitzer 
Prize winning poet and playwright Au-
gust Wilson. He died yesterday at the 
age of 60. 

August Wilson spent a good part of 
his adult life in Saint Paul, MN, which 
is my home. He worked for a time at 
the Science Museum of Minnesota, 
writing educational scripts. As his 
work became recognized and his fame 
spread, he continued to be seen around 
Saint Paul, working in coffee shops and 
other such places, sketching out ideas 
on the backs of napkins. 

In his many plays, Mr. Wilson 
brought his audiences back time and 
again to the neighborhood where he 
grew up, in the Hill District of Pitts-
burgh, PA. Through a series of 10 plays, 
he traced the African-American experi-
ence through the ten decades of the 
20th century. The first, ‘‘Jitney,’’ 
about a city taxi station, was written 
in Saint Paul. 

Decades ago, the poet T.S. Elliot 
wrote that, ‘‘Poetry is not an assertion 
of the truth, but making that truth 
more fully real to us.’’ America strug-
gles with deep divisions on matters of 
race. The tragic events in the gulf 
coast have brought that home to us. 
How desperately we need the kind of 
expression of the truth that August 
Wilson brought to a large audience. 

Facts are important, but we have all 
experienced the frustration of not see-
ing our set of facts ‘‘carry the day.’’ 
Psychologists have even determined 
that we use one part of our brain to 
process the ideas of political can-
didates we support and a different part 
of our brain when we are listening to 
the views of one we don’t. Jerry Garcia 
of the Grateful Dead wrote a line I like: 
‘‘People ain’t gonna learn what they 
don’t wanna know.’’ 

But we hold out the hope the art can 
find a way through our defenses and 
make truth fully real to us. When 
Abraham Lincoln met Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, author of ‘‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’’ 
legend has it that he said, ‘‘So this is 
the little woman who started this big 
war.’’ 

It is a special honor that August Wil-
son will have a theater on New York’s 
Broadway named in his honor. The 
Minnesota connection in that is the 
theater has previously born the name 
of Virginia Binger, the late wife of Jim 
Binger, one of Minnesota’s great citi-
zens. The eight Wilson plays that made 
it to Broadway were nominated for 
more than 50 Tony awards. 

Talking about the blues in a way 
that could just as well have been ap-
plied to his own writing, he said: ‘‘You 
don’t sing to feel better. You sing 
‘cause that’s a way of understanding 
life.’’ 

We recognize the history and forces 
which shaped the life of August Wilson 
and we honor his life long effort to 
make the truth real.∑ 
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A FRIEND TO IDAHO ARTS 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize an Idahoan, who 
through his lifelong love and support of 
the arts, has gained national recogni-
tion. Dan Harpole, executive director 
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