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24 CROWS systems in Iraq. If the Pen-
tagon meets its funding targets in this
year’s supplementals, we will be able to
field 245 systems into Iraq this year. To
meet this target, this important sys-
tem needs another $28 million in the
Senate bill—and another $103 million
on the next supplemental in early
spring.

My amendment would add that addi-
tional funding so that we can meet this
important target.

These are five very important amend-
ments to the Department of Defense
appropriations bill. I look forward to
working with my colleagues—with Sen-
ator STEVENS and Senator INOUYE and
all my colleagues in the Senate—to
move forward and ensure that we enact
these amendments for the benefit of
our men and women in uniform.

I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INOUYE. I ask unanimous con-
sent the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO 1903

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, on
amendment No. 1903 to H.R. 2863, sub-
mitted by the Senator from Colorado,
Mr. SALAZAR, on behalf of the chair-
man of the committee, Mr. STEVENS,
and the ranking member, we are ready
to accept it.

I urge its approval.

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I am grati-
fied that it was possible for the Senate
to consent to the adoption of amend-
ment No. 1903, offered by Senator
SALAZAR of Colorado. I am grateful to
Senator SALAZAR for introducing this
amendment, which will ensure that
students attending a number of schools
receiving assistance through the Im-
pact Aid program—including the Win-
dow Rock Unified School District lo-
cated on the Navajo Nation in Ari-
zona—are not punished for administra-
tive errors made by district personnel.
I am also grateful to the chairman and
ranking member of the Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee and the
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee for consenting to the
inclusion of this amendment in this
bill.

The Window Rock district is known
is a 100 percent impacted district. That
is, because the land it encompasses is
federally owned, it cannot rely on a
local property tax base to fund school
operations as most districts in our
country can. It is important to note
that the administrative error that trig-
gered this penalty—the loss of $1.2 mil-
lion—was a one-time occurrence, and
that Senator ENZI, the chairman of the
committee with jurisdiction over this
matter plans to address that ongoing
administrative problem that has oc-
curred here the next time Impact Aid
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is reauthorized. Moreover, as Senator
SALAZAR rightly emphasized, the
money here is not new money but pre-
viously appropriated funds that had
been withheld.

There is no question that district
must take pains to ensure that rules
and procedures are adhered to but in
this case I agree with Senator SALAZAR
that the penalty here was dispropor-
tionate and that, in any case, pun-
ishing reservation schoolchildren is not
a particularly well-targeted penalty.
This amendment will rectify that, and
I am pleased that it will be accepted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the amendment? The
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment (No. 1903) was agreed
to.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote.

Mr. SALAZAR. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Hawaii, a
great friend and truly an inspiration
and hero for all of us in this Nation, for
his great contribution, not only during
World War II but also his continuing
contribution in the Senate—likewise,
to the chairman of the committee,
Senator STEVENS, for an equally re-
markable contribution to our country
during World War II, and their under-
standing of the importance of doing ev-
erything we can to defend our country.

I thank the Chair and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for not to exceed 10 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ABU GHRAIB PICTURES

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, yester-
day, we had a hearing of the Senate
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Armed Services Committee where we
had testify the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Myers; we had
General Casey, who is in charge of the
battles that are taking place over there
in Iraq at this time; we had General
Abizaid, and we had Secretary Rums-
feld.

About that time, we learned that, at
the behest of the ACLU, a Federal
judge in New York by the name of
Alvin Hellerstein has ordered the Gov-
ernment to release more pictures of the
Abu Ghraib abuse. This is despite the
fact that General Myers said if you do
this, it will cost American lives. Appar-
ently, Hellerstein missed the News-
week Koran debacle, where 15 people
were killed immediately after a bogus
report by that publication, Newsweek,
inciting impulsive violence that is
done on a case-by-case basis.

I think sooner or later we are going
to have to do something about it, try
to at least do all we can to make the
American people aware of the bias we
have in the media.

I have had occasion, since I am on
the Armed Services Committee, to
probably be over in Iraq more than
anyone else. On one trip, the Presiding
Officer was with me. All of us who have
been over there will remember that
every time we arrive the first thing the
troops say to us is: Why is it the Amer-
ican people don’t understand what we
are doing? Don’t they realize our coun-
try is under the greatest threat it has
ever had throughout its history? And
don’t they understand the resolve we
have and the fact that we know we are
risking our lives? And I say to them:
They do know it, in spite of the fact
that the media is wrong.

There is a lieutenant colonel by the
name of Tim Ryan. He was in the 1st
Calvary in Iraq. He actually led a
group into Fallujah. I am going to read
one quote he made. He finally could
not take it any longer. He said:

The inaccurate picture they paint [talking
about the media] has distorted the world
view of the daily realities in Iraq. The result
is a further erosion of international support
for the United States’ efforts there, and a
strengthening of the insurgents’ resolve and
recruiting efforts while weakening our own.
Through their incomplete, uninformed and
unbalanced reporting, many members of the
media covering the war in Iraq are aiding
and abetting the enemy.

They are aiding and abetting the
enemy. And to have this thing revived
on the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse—by
the way, I have to say this: Long before
the public was even made aware of it,
the military had gone in, taken the
necessary precautions, and had pros-
ecuted those who were guilty. That was
done long before this came out in pub-
lic.

Now, as far as the war is concerned,
I think it is very important for people
to know we are being very victorious in
the areas. It is a tough asymmetrical
type of threat, an enemy we have never
had before.

But I would suggest that on one of
the trips when I went there, we spent
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the entire time in the Sunni Triangle.
The Sunnis are supposed to be the ones
who do not like us. I can recall a gen-
eral in Fallujah who at one time had
been the brigade commander for Sad-
dam Hussein. He hated Americans.
Then, when he became the brigade
commander for the Iraqi security
forces, he started embedded training
with our Marines. He became so affec-
tionately involved with our marines
that he looked me in the eyes and said:
When they rotated me out, I cried. He
loves Americans now. He loves the free-
doms we are bringing to that country.
He is joining in that fight.

Do you ever hear about this in the
media? No, you do not hear about it.

At the same time, I was in Tikrit.
Tikrit is the home of Saddam Hussein.
At that time, I think most of us re-
member, the training headquarters in
Tikrit for the Iraqi security forces was
blown up, and there were 40 either
killed or seriously injured. Those were
all Iraqis. For every Iraqi who was
killed or injured, their family replaced
that Iraqi trainee with another mem-
ber of their family. Do you hear about
that in the media? No, you do not hear
about that in the media.

I can remember being in a Black
Hawk helicopter, going some 50 feet off
the ground, all throughout the Sunni
Triangle, over almost every square
foot, and seeing the kids down there.
Something people do not realize is how
close our troops have become to these
people. A lot of times, when you send
candy and cookies to your troops, you
think they are eating them and all
that. Do you know what they are
doing? They are repackaging them,
putting them in small packages, and
when they go over an area in heli-
copters, they throw the packages down
to the kids below. Those kids in the
Sunni Triangle are waving American
flags and jumping up and down and
cheering. But you do not see that from
the media.

I have to say, I do appreciate the fact
that Bill O’Reilly, last night, did draw
the public’s attention to this judge who
is wanting to release more pictures of
prisoner abuse. But I am critical of Bill
O’Reilly because he said no one in Con-
gress wants to do anything about it. No
one wants to touch it. I want to remind
him—and in doing so, I am not going to
talk about what I did—but back in Feb-
ruary of 2004, I did complain about the
fact that we were doing a great dis-
service to our troops by giving the
Iraqis, giving the terrorists, giving the
Middle East, giving the American peo-
ple the wrong picture of what is going
on there.

I said I was not outraged. Let’s keep
in mind, in Abu Ghraib these prisoners
were terrorists, these people Kkilled
Americans. And here we were worrying
about: Are we treating them properly?

I remember Zell Miller defended me.
Nobody else would do that at that
time. I will read to you what he said,
Zell Miller. You know all about Zell
Miller from the State of Georgia. He
said:
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Mr. President, here we go again, rushing to
give aid and comfort to our enemies—push-
ing, pulling, shoving, and leaping over one
another to assign blame and point the finger
at ‘“‘America the terrible,” lining up in long
lines at the microphones to offer apologies to
those poor, pitiful Iraqi prisoners.

Of course, I do not condone all the
things that went on in that prison, but
I for one refuse to join in this national
act of contrition over it. Those who are
wringing their hands and shouting so
loudly for heads to roll over this seem
to have conveniently overlooked the
fact that someone’s head has rolled,
that of another innocent American
brutally murdered by terrorists.

Why is it there is more indignation over a
photo of a prisoner with underwear on his
head than over the video of a young Amer-
ican with no head at all? Why is it some in
this country still do not get it, that we are
at war, a war against terrorists who are plot-
ting to kill us every day, terrorists who will
murder Americans at any time, any place,
any chance they get?

Yet here we are, America on its knees in
front of our enemy, begging for their forgive-
ness over the mistreatment of prisoners,
showing our enemy and the world once again
how easily America can get sidetracked, how
easily America can turn against itself.

Yes, a handful of soldiers went too far with
their interrogation. Clearly some of them
were not properly trained to handle such
duty, but the way to deal with this is with
swift and sure punishment and immediate
and better training.

There also needs to be more careful screen-
ing of who it is we put in these kinds of sen-
sitive situations—and no one wants to hear
this, and I am reluctant to say it, but there
should also be some serious questioning of
having male and female soldiers serving side
by side in these kinds of military missions.
Instead, I worry that the . . . “hand wringers
of America,” will add to their membership
and continue to bash our country ad nau-
seam and, in doing so, hand over more inno-
cent Americans to the enemy on a silver
platter.

So I stand with Senator Inhofe of Okla-
homa who stated that he is more outraged by
the outrage than by the treatment of those
prisoners.

I appreciated the fact that he came
to my aid and made that statement
back on May 13, 2004. The truth is out
there. The media is not giving an accu-
rate picture.

I will hold this up. This shows the
number of editorials from the New
York Times and the Washington Post:
The number of editorials that covered
the some 400,000 people tortured to
death, put in mass graves in Iraq, a
total of three editorials were written.
The number of editorials since March
of 2001 about the beheading of hostages
by terrorists in Iraq and elsewhere, in-
cluding Nicholas Berg and Daniel
Pearl, was eight. Yet the number of
editorials since March of 2004 about
U.S. detainee policies, including Abu
Ghraib, was 90. If that isn’t bias.

We need to do something to stop this.
This needs to be appealed to the Su-
preme Court. I am going to be advising
the Secretary of Defense of my feel-
ings. Hopefully we can save some
American lives by not reliving the pic-
tures and this issue that has already
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cost many American lives. If we actu-
ally show these pictures and revive it
again, it will be aiding and abetting
the enemy, and American lives will be
lost.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALLEN). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1716

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, there
are an estimated 1.5 million individuals
who survived Hurricane Katrina who
are now scattered across the Nation.
The stories of what they have already
experienced are harrowing. They are
suffering deprivation beyond what
many of us could imagine, and their
needs, especially for health care serv-
ices, are greater than most of us hope
to ever know.

Today I come to the floor to share
with you a few stories of those sur-
vivors and the problems they are facing
in getting the health care services they
need. Many are uninsured and without
means to pay for food and shelter, let
alone prescription drugs or a doctor’s
visit.

As I said when I spoke on the Senate
floor on Wednesday night, one in three
survivors who have applied for Med-
icaid in Louisiana have been turned
away. Why? Because they do not meet
Medicaid’s traditional eligibility -cri-
teria.

These people need help. The Grass-
ley-Baucus bill would deliver it to
them without delay, without uncer-
tainty.

As we consider moving forward on
this legislation, I remind my col-
leagues of the faces of those we are try-
ing to help. The survivors of Hurricane
Katrina are people such as Eugene
Johnson, age 57, a retired plumber and
a diabetic who lost his home to
Katrina. He, his wife, and four of his
five children have moved from shelter
to shelter. He needs eye medicine that
he left behind in New Orleans, but he
cannot afford the $119 cost of the pre-
scription. Without his medicine, he
will go blind.

An aid group, the Children’s Health
Fund, provided him with the medicine
and responded with these words:

We’re a stopgap. Nothing more.

Maude Jordan, who slept on top of
her refrigerator for 3 days before being
rescued in New Orleans, penniless and
diabetic, was taken to a relief center in
Baton Rouge. Her application was re-
jected by Medicaid. However, she was
unable to establish eligibility because
she could not establish categorical eli-
gibility; that is, she was rejected be-
cause—this is what Medicaid said—she



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-17T01:49:43-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




