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projects in the future. While this pro-
gram is showing success in an economi-
cally depressed part of my State, the 
need for this program continues. 

Despite the support by the Congress, 
no funds are provided for the program 
in fiscal year 2006. Accordingly, efforts 
to assist first-time farm businesses and 
to provide assistance and employment 
opportunities to the Island of Molokai 
will not continue without the contin-
ued support of the Congress and fund-
ing for the program. Would my col-
leagues consider including such sup-
port for the program during conference 
deliberations on the Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and related agencies appro-
priations bill? 

Mr. BENNETT. I would like to assure 
the Senator from Hawaii that I will 
work with Senator KOHL to ensure that 
this program will be considered in con-
ference. 

Mr. KOHL. I concur with my col-
league from Utah, and will also work 
with him to have this program ad-
dressed in conference. 

Mr. INOUYE. I thank my colleagues 
for their consideration and support of 
the Molokai Agriculture Development 
program. 

POSITION TRANSFER 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

to be recognized for the purposes of a 
colloquy. 

Senator KOHL, the legume plant pa-
thologist position currently working in 
the CRIS titled ‘‘Improving Disease 
Management of Soil-borne Diseases of 
Edible Legumes’’ is being eliminated in 
a reorganization proposed by USDA 
ARS. 

Root diseases are fast becoming a 
major problem in all of the production 
areas. These root diseases cause a loss 
of yields and quality of pulse crops. 

A reduction of research support by 
USDA ARS at this time of rapidly in-
creasing acreages of pulses in ND, MT, 
SD and NE is unacceptable. Elimi-
nating this research could substan-
tially hurt the entire pulse crop indus-
try. 

Within the fiscal year 2006 Agri-
culture appropriations, there is funding 
provided for a legume pathologist fo-
cused on root diseases. Due to the reor-
ganization of the ARS Prosser facility, 
this pathologist will not be funded un-
less that position is moved to the ARS 
Pullman facility. The need for this 
project is clear and should be supported 
by ARS. In order to continue this vital 
research it is clear that it will need to 
be moved to ARS Pullman. 

I ask that the conference report ac-
companying the Agriculture bill in-
clude language directing ARS to trans-
fer the legume pathologist position and 
the $250,000 from the Vegetable and 
Forage Legume Research Unit at 
Prosser, WA, to the Grain Legume Ge-
netics and Physiology Research Unit at 
Pullman, WA. This requires no new 
funding, as it will solely involve the 
transfer of the legume pathologist from 
Prosser to Pullman. 

This will allow ARS to continue its 
research on pulse crops at no addi-
tional costs. 

Senator KOHL, would you support 
this language moving the legume pa-
thologist position from Prosser, WA, to 
Pullman, WA? 

Mr. KOHL. Yes, Senator MURRAY. 
Thank you for bringing this issue to 
my attention. I will work with my col-
leagues in conference to support your 
request and include language in the 
final report. 

Mr. BENNETT. I concur with my col-
league’s views on the need to move this 
ARS position to Pullman, WA, from 
Prosser, WA, and will work with Sen-
ator KOHL in conference to have lan-
guage included in the final report. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Senator 
KOHL, and thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
for your support on this issue. This 
project is critical to the long-term 
health and viability of dry pea and len-
til producers in Washington State and 
all across the country. 

CITRUS CANKER COMPENSATION 
Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss the serious problem of 
a disease that threatens to wipe out 
the citrus industry of Florida. I sin-
cerely appreciate the great efforts 
made thus far by Chairman BENNETT, 
the Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee, and their staff to work 
to address the on-going eradication ef-
forts in Florida. Under the FY 2006 Ag-
riculture appropriations bill, $40,000,000 
has been directed towards the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service to 
assist citrus producers in combating 
this terrible bacterium. 

Citrus canker is a bacterial disease 
characterized by the lesions it leaves 
on citrus trees and fruit that leaves 
trees weakened and results in reduced 
fruit production. 

The four hurricanes that hit Florida 
in 2004 caused significant spread of cit-
rus canker into commercial growing 
areas. The 2004 hurricane season in 
Florida not only damaged citrus crops 
and trees, it was a primary cause of the 
spread of citrus canker beyond what 
was generally believed to be reaching a 
goal of eradication. The storms created 
an additional need for compensation to 
support the continuing eradication ef-
fort. 

Compensation for citrus producers is 
a vital component of the program as 
many commercial growers would not 
allow their trees to be cut without the 
promise of compensation. There is no 
cure for canker. The only known way 
to contain the spread of citrus canker 
is to cut down infected and exposed 
trees in a 1,900 square foot area. In a 
commercial grove, that radius can en-
compass up to 250 acres around a single 
infected tree. That’s why the post-hur-
ricanes outbreak has led to the de-
struction of nearly 55,000 acres. 

USDA has estimated that the 2002– 
2005 citrus crop will yield 151 million 
boxes of oranges, down from their 225 
million box estimate earlier in 2004. 
This year’s decrease of 94 million boxes 

represents a staggering decrease of 38 
percent. 

Before the 2004 hurricane season, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture had 
compensated commercial growers an 
average $7,600 an acre for destroying 
their property. According to my grow-
ers in Florida and the Florida Depart-
ment of Citrus, the backlog of unpaid 
compensation has grown to nearly $450 
million. It is my hope that during the 
conference negotiations process with 
the House Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee that citrus canker com-
pensation funding will be addressed at 
an appropriate level on behalf of grow-
ers that abide by the USDA canker 
eradication program. 

Mr. BENNETT. I thank Senator MAR-
TINEZ, for sharing his concerns on this 
important issue. It is my under-
standing that the House has appro-
priated $10 million for citrus canker 
compensation payments and we are 
aware of the impact that this disease 
has on the citrus industry in his State. 
We are committed to working with his 
office to help provide funding for his 
growers that have worked with USDA 
to help eradicate this destructive bac-
teria. 

Mr. MARTINEZ. I thank the chair-
man. I appreciate his support and look 
forward to working with him as well as 
the appropriations process moves for-
ward. 

f 

SPECIALTY CROPS 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, 
throughout this entire process, both at 
subcommittee and at full committee 
level, Senator FEINSTEIN and Senator 
CRAIG have expressed great interest 
and concern about specialty crops, and 
they have asked us to take action with 
respect to specialty crops. We have 
been unable to find room in our alloca-
tion to deal with it. However, we recog-
nize that the House has an allocation 
for specialty crops, and for that reason 
we believe we will be able to find a so-
lution to this issue in conference. 

The 2 Senators have been very coop-
erative and helpful. I want to make ev-
eryone understand that as we have 
worked our way through this they have 
been in no way less than enthusiastic 
about supporting the issue of specialty 
crops. If we get the problem solved in 
conference, as I am hopeful we can, and 
as I have commented to them that I 
will work to do, it will be in large 
measure because of the tenacity and 
leadership of Senator FEINSTEIN and 
Senator CRAIG. We appreciate their 
calling our attention to this particular 
issue. 

Also, Senator DEWINE and Senator 
STABENOW have a problem which we 
have indicated we will do our best to 
deal with in conference. We understand 
the importance of the issue they have 
raised. 

With that, I want to once again pay 
tribute to the ranking member, Sen-
ator KOHL, and to his staff as we have 
gone through this process. Both the 
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majority and minority staff have 
worked as one rather than as two com-
peting staff. That is one of the reasons 
we have been able to clear as many 
amendments as we have as expedi-
tiously as we have. 

I once again want to thank my rank-
ing member not only for his profes-
sionalism but for his friendship as we 
have gone throughout this process. 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I thank 
Senator BENNETT very much for the 
sentiments expressed, which are felt 
similarly by myself and people who are 
working with me. 

On the question of Senator FEINSTEIN 
and Senator CRAIG and others in spe-
cialty crops, as you have indicated, we 
all understand how important this pro-
gram is across the country, not only in 
California and in Idaho but in other 
States, as well. I am aware the House 
bill includes funding. 

I will join with Senator BENNETT and 
we will do everything we can to adopt 
the House level in conference. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I now 
ask unanimous consent there be a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

f 

HISTORIC AFGHAN 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise to share great news with all of 
our colleagues. Last Sunday, an esti-
mated 6 million people in Afghanistan 
voted in that country’s historic first 
legislative election in over three dec-
ades. This is a tremendous achieve-
ment for the citizens of Afghanistan, 
for the people of the broader Middle 
East, and for obviously the United 
States because of America’s interest in 
seeing peace and democracy flourish 
around the world. And, of course, it is 
a victory in the war on terror. 

Afghans turned out, despite threats 
of violence, and despite unfamiliarity 
with the parliamentary system, to vote 
in great numbers for a 249-member 
lower parliamentary house and the 
members of 34 provincial councils. 
Those councils, along with President 
Hamid Karzai, will help select the 51 
members of the upper parliamentary 
house, and the Afghan Parliament will 
convene for the first time this coming 
December. 

Four years ago, the ruthless Taliban 
regime ruled Afghanistan with an 
unyielding, murderous intolerance, and 
they laid down that country’s welcome 
mat to terrorists. Al-Qaida called the 
Afghan deserts their home, and they 
plotted the deaths of Americans. Well, 
no more. Today a democratically elect-
ed President and Parliament chart a 
new course for that country. 

The turnout rate in this historic par-
liamentary election is estimated to ex-
ceed the typical turnout rate in our 
own country for our so-called off-year 
congressional elections, that is, when 
there is no Presidential election on the 
ballot. This follows the remarkable 
trend set last October when Afghani-
stan elected Hamid Karzai in its first 
Presidential election ever, also with a 
higher turnout rate than we had in this 
country a month later. I do not think 
Americans have to worry about ter-
rorist threats or deadly bombing at-
tacks on their way to the polls, but ob-
viously the people in Afghanistan were 
certainly concerned that that might 
happen. 

In fact, though there was some scat-
tered violence, the Afghan police and 
army did an excellent job on the whole 
of securing the polls and thwarting 
these would-be terrorists. For instance, 
the police defused a large cache of ex-
plosives in Mazar-i-Sharif. In the west-
ern town of Helmand, an attack on a 
polling station ended with the deaths 
of two men suspected to be remnant 
Taliban members. Police even caught 
two terrorists attempting to smuggle 
explosives hidden in a pen into a poll-
ing station. 

Turnout among women was high as 
well. We do not have the official results 
yet, but President Karzai claims it 
should account for about 40 to 60 per-
cent of the total turnout. This is Af-
ghanistan we are talking about. Forty 
to 60 percent of the total turnout in the 
legislative elections were women. This 
Afghan election is a huge success 
story, despite the deafening silence 
about it in the mainstream media. I 
continue to be disappointed at the me-
dia’s refusal to cover the good news 
taking place in the broader Middle 
East. 

I would like to read the beginning of 
a commendable editorial from the Sep-
tember 19, 2005, edition of the Wall 
Street Journal. I ask unanimous con-
sent to have the entirety of that arti-
cle printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Wall Street Journal, Sept. 19, 
2005] 

THE AFGHAN SUCCESS 
Who would have thought that free and suc-

cessful elections in Afghanistan would so 
quickly become a non-story? We sure didn’t, 
but that seems to be the case judging from 
the paucity of news coverage of yesterday’s 
historic Afghan vote for a national par-
liament and provincial assemblies. Success 
is apparently boring. 

Taliban terrorists were unable to fulfill 
their pledge to disrupt the vote, not that 
they didn’t try. They killed five candidates 
and four election workers leading up to the 
election, and yesterday another 15 people 
died in violence, including a Frenchman who 
was part of the international force helping to 
provide security. Despite such dangers, turn-
out was said to be heavy, though perhaps not 
up to the eight million who voted in last Oc-
tober’s presidential election. 

The vote was also another milestone for 
Afghan women, with 580-some female can-

didates, or 10% of the total. The Taliban had 
threatened female candidates in particular, 
much as they had turned women into second- 
class citizens during their time in power. For 
a country that hadn’t chosen a legislature in 
decades, and was thought too benighted to 
support democracy by many Western sages, 
this is worth celebrating. 

About 20,000 U.S. soldiers remain on the 
ground in the country, providing security 
while Afghan police and army forces con-
tinue to build. American and NATO forces 
will need to be there for some time, notably 
special forces who can pursue Taliban fight-
ers who use terrorist tactics. But a legiti-
mate new legislature will make it that much 
harder for the Taliban and its foreign re-
cruits to find popular sympathy or sanc-
tuary. 

It’s worth recalling how perilous for U.S. 
interests this comer of Southwest Asia was 
only four years ago. With the Taliban run-
ning Afghanistan, and Pakistan intelligence 
helping them, an Islamist takeover in 
Islamabad was not out of the question. But 
now with the Taliban routed and Hamid 
Karzai governing in Kabul, the region is no 
longer an al Qaeda sanctuary. This is one 
battle in the war on terror that we’re clearly 
winning. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Here is how it be-
gins: 

Who would have thought that free and suc-
cessful elections in Afghanistan would so 
quickly become a non-story? We sure didn’t, 
but that seems to be the case judging from 
the paucity of news coverage of yesterday’s 
historic Afghan vote for a national par-
liament and provincial assemblies. Success 
is apparently boring. 

I think they must teach them in 
journalism school that only bad news 
is news. Let me repeat that last part. 
As President Bush and our armed 
forces continue to defend and spread 
freedom in the broader Middle East, if 
there is bad news, setbacks or casual-
ties to report, the mainstream media 
will gladly hold the front page. But re-
porting success is apparently boring. 
Well, tell that to any one of the mil-
lions who cast their cherished ballot 
last Sunday. 

I think the American people deserve 
to know the progress we are making in 
expanding freedom in countries that 
until now have known only terror. 
That is among one of the best ways of 
ensuring that terror does not strike 
our shores again, as it did on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. But it appears that the 
mainstream media is not that inter-
ested in good news. There is only one 
way to report this story: as a victory in 
the war on terror. 

I ask all of our colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Afghan people 
for taking this giant step toward be-
coming a free democratic state, justly 
governed under the rule of law. I ask 
them to join me in pledging the full 
support of the United States as Af-
ghanistan continues to root out the 
last vestiges of its extremist terrorist 
element and moves forward into its 
democratic future. And I ask them to 
join me in declaring that whatever the 
final outcome of the elections, the true 
winners are the Afghan people, and the 
people of the region who can look to 
the Afghan exercise in democracy this 
past weekend as a model of success. 
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