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the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the
Auschwitz concentration camp;

Whereas democratic Israel is annually the
object of nearly two dozen redundantly crit-
ical resolutions in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, which rarely adopts resolu-
tions relating to specific countries; and

Whereas the viciousness with which Israel
is attacked and discriminated against at the
United Nations should not be allowed to con-
tinue unchallenged: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) welcomes recent attempts by the
United Nations Secretary General to address
the issue of anti-Semitism;

(B) calls on the leadership of the United
Nations to officially and publicly condemn
anti-Semitic statements made at all United
Nations meetings and hold accountable
United Nations member states that make
such statements; and

(C) strongly urges the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) to develop and implement
education awareness programs about the
Holocaust throughout the world as part of an
effort to combat the rise in anti-Semitism
and racial, religious, and ethnic intolerance;
and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the President should direct the United
States Permanent Representative to the
United Nations to continue working toward
further reduction of anti-Semitic language
and anti-Israel resolutions;

(B) the President should direct the Sec-
retary of State to report on acts of anti-
Semitism at the United Nations and United
Nations agencies by member states; and

(C) projects funded through the Middle
East Partnership Initiative and TUnited
States overseas broadcasts should include ef-
forts to educate Arab and Muslim countries
about anti-Semitism, religious intolerance,
and incitement to violence.

———

LEUKEMIA, LYMPHOMA AND
MYELOMA AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Res. 241,
which was introduced earlier today by
Senator JEFFORDS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 241) designating Sep-
tember 2005 as Leukemia, Lymphoma and
Myeloma Awareness Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am
here today to ask for my colleagues’
support for a resolution designating
September as Leukemia, Lymphoma
and Myeloma Awareness Month.
Today, I want to speak specifically
about leukemia, a disease that affects
nearly 200,000 Americans.

Leukemia is a devastating cancer of
the blood that will kill almost 23,000
people this year alone. It is rare to find
anyone today who does not know some-
one, a family member or a friend, who
has battled leukemia. Recently, one of
my former staff members, Jess
Eiesland, was diagnosed with leukemia.
He is only 28. He left my office in May
of this year to follow in his father’s
footsteps and pursue a career in fi-
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nance. On June 18th, Jess was diag-
nosed with Acute Myelogenous Leu-
kemia, a form of the disease character-
ized by the uncontrolled production of
immature white blood cells by the bone
marrow. Jess is now back in South Da-
kota with his family and traveling to
Minnesota to undergo an 11-week
course of chemotherapy in preparation
for a bone marrow transplant.

In comparison, Jess is one of the
lucky ones. His leukemia was caught
early and he has just learned that his
sister, Laura, is a bone marrow match.
This match will reduce Jess’ risk of de-
veloping severe side effects from the
transplant or rejecting the new cells.
Only 30 percent of patients in need of a
bone marrow transplant have a match-
ing donor in their families. Others have
to depend on the kindness of strangers
who have registered their bone marrow
types with the National Bone Marrow
Registry and volunteered as donors. In
honor of Jess, a bone marrow registra-
tion drive is being held in Room 124 of
the Senate Hart building on Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Because of the risk of rejection asso-
ciated with bone marrow transplants
and the difficulty in finding donors, the
National Institutes of Health and the
private sector have developed other
promising leukemia treatments, such
as cord blood transplants and the phar-
maceutical drug, Gleevec, the first of a
slew of promising new drugs that tar-
get the underlying causes of the dis-
ease. To promote these innovative
treatments, we must continue to sup-
port biomedical research. I applaud the
efforts of our distinguished colleagues,
Senators HATCH and DoDD, who intro-
duced legislation earlier this year that
would encourage cord blood donations
and registrations. This legislation has
already been reported favorably by the
HELP Committee and I hope the full
Senate can take it up and pass it soon.
Additionally, the Senate has requested
a $1 billion dollar funding increase for
the NIH in fiscal year 2006 to promote
Federal research and innovation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution designating September as
National Leukemia, Lymphoma and
Myeloma Awareness Month. Doing so
will further disseminate information
regarding treatment innovations and
will encourage Americans to become
bone marrow or cord blood donors.

———

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 2005 AS
LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA
AWARENESS MONTH

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to
express my support for designating
September as Leukemia and
Lymphoma Awareness Month. It is es-
timated that leukemia, lymphoma, and
myeloma will kill 60,500 people in the
United States this year and that 110,000
new cases are diagnosed each year.
With more than 700,000 Americans liv-
ing with blood cancers, it is crucial
that we come together to reinvigorate
our resolve and continuously intensify
our fight for a cure.
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I am pleased to join the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society in encouraging
all to put aside time to reflect on what
has been achieved so far in fighting
blood cancers, spread lifesaving knowl-
edge, and set our sights on progressive
goals to advance our ability to support
and treat those living with leukemia
and lymphoma. Together, we can push
forward critical research and keep the
eradication of these diseases at the
forefront of dialogue and education in
our local and national communities.

I applaud the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society for its support of
treatment and research. Such work is
integral to our ability to understand
these illnesses and energize our fellow
citizens in this very worthy endeavor.
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
has provided an outstanding model of
advocacy and paved the way for others
to get involved.

I am pleased to invite my colleagues
to join me in acknowledging Leukemia
and Lymphoma Awareness Month. I
hope that you will use this time as in-
spiration for continued thoughtful
leadership on this critical health issue.

Mr. FRIST. I further ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating
to this measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 241

Whereas blood-related cancers currently
afflict more than 747,000 Americans, with an
estimated 114,000 new cases diagnosed each
year;

Whereas leukemia, lymphoma., and
myeloma will kill an estimated 54,480 people
in the United States this year;

Whereas the National Cancer Institute of
the National Institute of Health is com-
mitted to the elimination of suffering and
death due to cancer by the year 2015;

Whereas the Senate is similarly committed
to the eradication of blood-related cancers
and supports the treatment of people in the
United States who suffer from them; and

Whereas the Senate will continue efforts to
provide support at all levels for research and
other efforts that will lead to a complete
cure for leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2005, as ‘‘Leukemia, Lymphoma, and
Myeloma Awareness Month” to—

(1) enhance the understanding of blood-re-
lated cancers;

(2) encourage participation in voluntary
activities to support education programs;
and

(3) support the funding of research pro-
grams to find a cure for blood-related can-
cers.

241) was

PASSAGE OF H.R. 2862

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this after-
noon, the Senate passed the Commerce,
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Justice, and Science appropriations
bill with overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port. I want to thank my colleagues for
their tremendous work on this legisla-
tion. This appropriations bill funds
critical Government functions and in-
cludes significant Katrina-related
measures.

Earlier this afternoon, I had the op-
portunity to thank both Senators
SHELBY and MIKULSKI for their great
leadership on this bill. There was a fair
amount of juggling in terms of sched-
uling, given the fact that the Judiciary
hearings were underway. Everybody
showed good patience, and we produced
a very good bill.

More than 350,000 families have been
made homeless by the disaster that has
unfolded over the last 2 weeks. The bill
we passed today provides Federal hous-
ing assistance of up to $600 per family
per month for up to 6 months to help
those families get back on their feet.
Families lost their homes, they have
lost their communities, they have lost
their jobs, and many families have lost
everything. Their only possessions
were contained sometimes in a single
black plastic bag as they fled their
homes.

These are extraordinary cir-
cumstances and they require extraor-
dinary actions on our part. As you
heard by the legislation that was
passed, we are acting responsibly and
aggressively in meeting the needs of
those victims. Helping these families
put a roof over their heads is one as-
pect of the real tragedy that has un-
folded.

I thank people such as Senator
SNOWE for her hard work to help the
small businesses recover. All of these
efforts are part of this larger effort to
respond and respond aggressively.

Under the bipartisan leadership of
Senator GRASSLEY and Senator BAU-
CcUs, today the Senate passed a com-
prehensive tax relief package to help
spur that economic process of getting
people back on their feet and rebirth
and regrowth.

The Grassley-Baucus legislation pro-
vides immediate and aggressive tax re-
lief to help hurricane victims build
their homes, restore their possessions,
find housing, and find jobs. It allows
them to dip into their retirement plans
to cover short-term expenses without
being penalized.

In addition, it promotes and rewards
charitable giving. As we have seen over
the last week and a half, Americans
have poured out their hearts for the
hurricane victims. In just over 2 weeks,
private individuals and businesses have
donated well over $700 million in con-
tributions. That is increasing every
day. It is truly a testament to the
character of the American people, to
that wonderful spirit of the American
people, that selflessness, that unself-
ishness, their compassion, and their
generosity.

Here in the Senate, we are working
hard to reflect those values and to de-
liver swift and meaningful actions.
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Chairmen are working with ranking
members to finish conversations so
they can forward appropriate, well-
thought-out Katrina legislation to my-
self and to the minority leader for pos-
sible Senate action, and Chairman ENZI
is working with Senator KENNEDY on a
series of temporary education law
changes.

These measures will help tens of
thousands of students affected by
Katrina, as well as the school districts
that are absorbing these displaced stu-
dents.

Chairman COLLINS continues her
work with Senator LIEBERMAN to cut
through redtape and bureaucracy so
that FEMA can quickly remove the
vast amounts of debris that have been
left in the disaster’s wake.

Tomorrow, in 12 hours or so, Senator
REID and I will be departing and lead-
ing a 14-Member Senate delegation to
the gulf coast. Our purpose will be to
survey the disaster sites in all three
States affected by Katrina, to visit
with people who have been so dramati-
cally affected, both directly and indi-
rectly, whose lives have been changed,
to observe what is being done by local
officials and State officials, as well as
Federal officials on the ground.

The hurricane victims are the Sen-
ate’s No. 1 priority, and it is reflected
in the legislation that we are address-
ing and in the time spent both on the
floor and by the various chairmen and
ranking members on committees.

We are determined that the gulf
coast will be able to recover and be re-
built bigger, stronger, and more pros-
perous than ever before. It is going to
require a lot of leadership from all sec-
tors, at the private and public arena,
and at Federal-State and local levels.

It is going to require the dedication
of a lot of individuals.

I began today meeting with 100 or so
leaders from across Louisiana who al-
ready had a previously scheduled meet-
ing to come to Washington, DC. I met
with Senator VITTER to listen to their
ideas and their thoughts at the local
level of how best to contribute to this
rebuilding of this vital part of Lou-
isiana.

Tomorrow, we will meet with people
all along that southern coast of Mis-
sissippi as well. I will actually be going
to Alabama as well. It is this dedica-
tion of individuals, the doers, the
thinkers, people thinking inside and
outside the box that I am convinced
will lead to this revitalization and ap-
propriate rebuilding. It is a massive
undertaking, but this is America and
we like our challenges big. We can re-
spond in an appropriately big way. We
will make history proud.

In about 30 minutes, the President
will be addressing the Nation on many
of these same issues. I look forward to
hearing that address. I look forward to
continuing to work in a bipartisan
way. We have to keep things bipartisan
as we work to develop meaningful,
long-term solutions for the American
people.
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I had one big disappointment today,
late this afternoon regarding receiving
a letter from my counterpart, the
Democratic leader, whom I know care-
fully considered the terms of the out-
come, but I was disappointed in that
the notification was that the Senate
Democrats will boycott our proposal
for a bipartisan joint congressional in-
vestigation into the government’s re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. It is clear
the government has no greater respon-
sibility than protecting the security
and the lives of senior citizens, and in
the aftermath of this devastating hur-
ricane and the flood which followed we
saw government at all levels not live
up to expectations, and, really, fail at
all levels.

It is our duty, and it is our responsi-
bility in the Senate, in Congress, to
analyze and to investigate, provide ag-
gressive oversight in order to figure
out what went wrong, in order to know
what changes must be made and to
make those changes quickly and re-
sponsibly and to keep what went wrong
from ever, ever, happening again.

Congress is going to step up to this
important responsibility. We have
begun that in the actions over the last
2 weeks.

Under the proposal I gave the Demo-
crat leader, we would appoint a select
committee with the members of the
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee as members who
would participate. While the Democrat
leader in his letter to me says he pre-
fers to let the Homeland Security Com-
mittee lead the investigation and he
will continue to support the commit-
tee’s efforts, which I do, as well, he
somehow feels the select committee
that our leadership has proposed,
which is made up of the very same
members of that committee, Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee, will somehow fail the
American people or will somehow be
partisan or will somehow not be inde-
pendent.

To me, it is an abdication of our re-
sponsibility not to have this select
committee specifically made up to ana-
lyze and to investigate what went
wrong.

The proposal was modeled on some of
the most serious investigations that
Congress has ever taken. Liooking back
to the 1973 Watergate Committee, the
1986 Iran-Contra Committee, the 1994
and 1995 Whitewater Committee, and
the 1997 campaign finance investiga-
tion, that is the model which I had pro-
posed to the Democrat leader. Repub-
licans in both the House and Senate
are prepared to fulfill our constitu-
tional obligations. I believe this boy-
cott is irresponsible, it is an abdication
of our responsibility. It begins to place
partisan politics over finding answers
for the American people.

We cannot wait 3 years for those an-
swers. We need to investigate them and
analyze the problems so we will have
solutions in the short term, so we can
quickly make changes and protect all
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Americans. In challenging times, our
country expects its leaders to work to-
gether and not to engage in any sort of
petty bickering that slows down the
process. It is time to get it done. The
American people deserve better.

I ask unanimous consent my proposal
to Senator REID and his letter reject-
ing it be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

S.RES.

Resolved,

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL COM-
MITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
special committee administered by the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs to be known as the ‘‘Special
Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the
Preparation for and Response to Hurricane
Katrina’ (referred to in this resolution as
the ‘‘special committee’’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the special
committee are—

(1) to conduct an investigation and public
hearings into, and study of—

(A) the development, coordination, and
execution by local, State and Federal au-
thorities of emergency response plans and
other activities in preparation for Hurricane
Katrina;

(B) the Federal, State, and local govern-
ment response to Hurricane Katrina; and

(C) any other matter under the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs to the extent that in-
vestigation of that matter assists the com-
mittee in its investigation under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B);

(2) to make such findings of fact and rec-
ommendations as are warranted and appro-
priate; and

(3) to fulfill the constitutional oversight
and informational functions of the Congress
with respect to the matters described in this
section.

SEC. 2. MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

(a) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The special committee
shall consist of—

(A) the members of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs; and

(B) the chairman and ranking member of
[TO BE SUPPLIED].

(2) ADDITIONAL RULES.—The special com-
mittee may adopt additional rules or proce-
dures not inconsistent with this resolution
or the Standing Rules of the Senate that it
determines are necessary to enable the spe-
cial committee to conduct the investigation,
study, and hearings authorized by this reso-
lution. Any such additional rules and proce-
dures shall become effective upon publica-
tion in the Congressional Record.

(b) ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE.—

(1) CHAIRMAN.—The chairman of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs shall serve as the chairman of
the special committee (referred to in this
resolution as the ‘‘chairman’’).

(2) RANKING MEMBER.—The ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs shall serve as the
ranking member of the special committee
(referred to in this resolution as the ‘“‘rank-
ing member’’).

(3) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the special committee shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of reporting a matter
or recommendation to the Senate. A major-
ity of the members of the special committee,

OF
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or one-third of the members of the special
committee if at least one member of the mi-
nority party is present, shall constitute a
quorum for the conduct of other business.
One member of the special committee shall
constitute a quorum for the purpose of tak-
ing testimony.

(¢) RULES AND PROCEDURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided in this resolution, the spe-
cial committee’s investigation, study, and
hearings shall be governed by the Standing
Rules of the Senate and the Rules of Proce-
dure of the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

(2) ADDITIONAL RULES.—The special com-
mittee may adopt additional rules or proce-
dures not inconsistent with this resolution
or the Standing Rules of the Senate if the
chairman and ranking member agree that
such additional rules or procedures are nec-
essary to enable the special committee to
conduct the investigation, study, and hear-
ings authorized by this resolution. Any such
additional rules and procedures shall become
effective upon publication in the Congres-
sional Record.

SEC. 3. STAFF OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

(a) APPOINTMENTS.—To assist the special
committee in the investigation, study, and
hearings authorized by this resolution, the
chairman and the ranking member each may
appoint special committee staff, including
consultants.

(b) ASSISTANCE FROM THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of the
United States is requested to provide from
the Government Accountability Office what-
ever personnel or other appropriate assist-
ance as may be required by the special com-
mittee, or by the chairman or the ranking
member.

SEC. 4. POWERS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

The special committee may exercise all of
the powers and responsibilities of a com-
mittee under rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate and section 705 of the
Ethics in Government Act of 1978, including
the following:

(1) SUBPOENA POWERS.—To issue subpoenas
or orders for the attendance of witnesses or
for the production of documentary or phys-
ical evidence before the special committee. A
subpoena or order may be authorized by the
special committee or by the chairman with
the agreement of the ranking member, and
may be issued by the chairman or any other
member of the special committee designated
by the chairman, and may be served by any
person designated by the chairman or the au-
thorized member anywhere within or outside
of the borders of the United States to the
full extent permitted by law. The chairman,
or any other member of the special com-
mittee, is authorized to administer oaths to
any witnesses appearing before the special
committee. If a return on a subpoena or
order for the production of documentary or
physical evidence is incomplete or accom-
panied by an objection, the chairman (in
consultation with the ranking member) may
convene a meeting or hearing to determine
the adequacy of the return and to rule on the
objection. At a meeting or hearing on such a
return, one member of the special committee
shall constitute a quorum. The special com-
mittee shall not initiate procedures leading
to civil or criminal enforcement of a sub-
poena unless the person or entity to whom
the subpoena is directed refuses to produce
the required documentary or physical evi-
dence after having been ordered and directed
to do so.

(2) COMPENSATION AUTHORITY.—To employ
and fix the compensation of such clerical, in-
vestigatory, legal, technical, and other as-
sistants as the special committee, or the
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chairman or the ranking member, considers
necessary or appropriate.

(3) MEETINGS.—To sit and act at any time
or place during sessions, recesses, and ad-
journment periods of the Senate.

(4) HEARINGS.—To hold hearings, take tes-
timony under oath, and receive documentary
or physical evidence relating to the matters
and questions it is authorized to investigate
or study.

() TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES.—To require
by subpoena or order the attendance, as a
witness before the special committee or at a
deposition, of any person who may have
knowledge or information concerning any of
the matters that the special committee is
authorized to investigate and study.

(6) IMMUNITY.—To grant a witness immu-
nity under sections 6002 and 6005 of title 18,
United States Code.

(7) DEPOSITIONS.—To take depositions and
other testimony under oath anywhere within
the United States, to issue orders that re-
quire witnesses to answer written interrog-
atories under oath. All depositions shall be
conducted jointly by majority and minority
staff of the special committee. A witness at
a deposition shall be examined upon oath ad-
ministered by a member of the special com-
mittee or an individual authorized by local
law to administer oaths, and a complete
transcription or electronic recording of the
deposition shall be made. Questions shall be
propounded first by majority staff of the spe-
cial committee and then by minority staff of
the special committee. Any subsequent
round of questioning shall proceed in the
same order. Objections by the witness as to
the form of questions shall be noted for the
record. If a witness objects to a question and
refuses to answer on the basis of relevance or
privilege, the special committee staff may
proceed with the deposition, or may, at that
time or at a subsequent time, seek a ruling
on the objection from the chairman. If the
chairman overrules the objection, the chair-
man may order and direct the witness to an-
swer the question, but the special committee
shall not initiate procedures leading to civil
or criminal enforcement unless the witness
refuses to answer after having been ordered
and directed to answer.

(8) DELEGATIONS TO STAFF.—To issue com-
missions and to notice depositions for staff
members to examine witnesses and to re-
ceive evidence under oath administered by
an individual authorized by local law to ad-
minister oaths. The special committee, or
the chairman with the concurrence of the
ranking member, may delegate to designated
staff members of the special committee the
power to issue deposition notices authorized
pursuant to this paragraph.

(9) INFORMATION FROM OTHER SOURCES.—To
require by subpoena or order—

(A) any department, agency, entity, offi-
cer, or employee of the United States Gov-
ernment;

(B) any person or entity purporting to act
under color or authority of State or local
law; or

(C) any private person, firm, corporation,
partnership, or other organization;
to produce for consideration by the special
committee or for use as evidence in the in-
vestigation, study, or hearings of the special
committee, any book, check, canceled check,
correspondence, communication, document,
financial record, electronic record, paper,
physical evidence, photograph, record, re-
cording, tape, or any other material relating
to any of the matters or questions that the
special committee is authorized to inves-
tigate and study which any such person or
entity may possess or control.

(10) RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SENATE.—To
make to the Senate any recommendations,
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by report or resolution, including rec-
ommendations for criminal or civil enforce-
ment, which the special committee may con-
sider appropriate with respect to—

(A) the willful failure or refusal of any per-
son to appear before it, or at a deposition, or
to answer interrogatories, in compliance
with a subpoena or order;

(B) the willful failure or refusal of any per-
son to answer questions or give testimony
during the appearance of that person as a
witness before the special committee, or at a
deposition, or in response to interrogatories;
or

(C) the willful failure or refusal of—

(i) any officer or employee of the United
States Government;

(ii) any person or entity purporting to act
under color or authority of State or local
law; or

(iii) any private person, partnership, firm,
corporation, or organization;
to produce before the special committee, or
at a deposition, or at any time or place des-
ignated by the committee, any book, check,
canceled check, correspondence, communica-
tion, document, financial record, electronic
record, paper, physical evidence, photograph,
record, recording, tape, or any other mate-
rial in compliance with any subpoena or
order.

(11) CONSULTANTS.—To procure the tem-
porary or intermittent services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof.

(12) OTHER GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL.—To
use, on a reimbursable basis and with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned, the services of the per-
sonnel of such department or agency.

(13) OTHER CONGRESSIONAL STAFF.—To use,
with the prior consent of any member of the
Senate or the chairman or the ranking mem-
ber of any other Senate committee or the
chairman or ranking member of any sub-
committee of any committee of the Senate,
the facilities or services of the appropriate
members of the staff of such member of the
Senate or other Senate committee or sub-
committee, whenever the special committee
or the chairman or the ranking member con-
siders that such action is necessary or appro-
priate to enable the special committee to
conduct the investigation, study, and hear-
ings authorized by this resolution.

(14) ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND EVI-
DENCE.—To permit any members of the spe-
cial committee, staff director, counsel, or
other staff members or consultants des-
ignated by the chairman or the ranking
member, access to any data, evidence, infor-
mation, report, analysis, document, or
paper—

(A) that relates to any of the matters or
questions that the special committee is au-
thorized to investigate or study under this
resolution;

(B) that is in the custody or under the con-
trol of any department, agency, entity, offi-
cer, or employee of the United States Gov-
ernment, including those which have the
power under the laws of the United States to
investigate any alleged criminal activities or
to prosecute persons charged with crimes
against the United States without regard to
the jurisdiction or authority of any other
Senate committee or subcommittee; and

(C) that will assist the special committee
to prepare for or conduct the investigation,
study, and hearings authorized by this reso-
lution.

(15) REPORTS OF VIOLATIONS OF LAW.—To re-
port possible violations of any law to appro-
priate Federal, State, or local authorities.

(16) EXPENDITURES.—To expend, to the ex-
tent that the special committee determines
necessary and appropriate, any money made
available to the special committee by the
Senate to carry out this resolution.
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SEC. 5. SALARIES AND EXPENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A sum equal to not more
than $500,000 for the period beginning on the
date of adoption of this resolution and end-
ing on February 15, 2006, shall be made avail-
able from the contingent fund of the Senate
out of the Account for Expenses for Inquiries
and Investigations for payment of salaries
and other expenses of the special committee
under this resolution, which shall include
not more than [$ ] for the pro-
curement of the services of individual con-
sultants or organizations thereof, in accord-
ance with section 4(11).

(b) VOUCHER REQUIREMENT.—Payment of
expenses shall be disbursed upon vouchers
approved by the chairman, except that
vouchers shall not be required for the dis-
bursement of salaries paid at an annual rate.
SEC. 6. REPORTS; TERMINATION.

(a) COMPLETION OF DUTIES.—

(1) COMPLETION.—The special committee
shall make every reasonable effort to com-
plete, not later than February 15, 2006, the
investigation, study, and hearings author-
ized by section 1.

(2) INTERIM REPORTS.—The special com-
mittee shall also submit to the Senate such
interim reports as it considers appropriate.

(3) RECORDS.—AIll records of the special
committee shall be transferred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs on termination of the special
committee.

(b) TERMINATION.—After submission of its
final report, the special committee shall con-
clude its business and close out its affairs
within 90 days.

SEC. 7. COMMITTEE JURISDICTION AND RULE
XXV.

The jurisdiction of the special committee
is granted pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of
rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate relating to the jurisdiction of the stand-
ing committees of the Senate.

SEC. 8. COORDINATION WITH HOUSE INVESTIGA-
TION.

The chairman of the special committee, in
conducting the investigation and study de-
scribed in section 1, shall consult with the
chairman of the House Select Committee In-
vestigate the Response to Hurricane Katrina
conducting the parallel investigation and
study regarding meeting jointly to receive
testimony, the scheduling of hearings or
issuance of subpoenas, and joint staff inter-
views of key witnesses.

SEPTEMBER 15, 2005.
The Hon. WILLIAM FRIST,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR BILL: Thank you for providing me
with your proposal to have the Senate estab-
lish a select committee to review this na-
tion’s preparation for and response to Hurri-
cane Katrina. Like you, I believe it is vitally
important that we learn why our govern-
ment’s leaders failed to perform one of their
most essential and basic tasks—protecting
the American people from natural or man-
made disasters and swiftly coming to their
aid when such incidents occur. The survivors
of this tragedy and all Americans have a
right to expect that their leaders will make
every effort to understand what went wrong
so that we can identify and implement the
steps necessary to ensure that what we wit-
nessed this past month in the Gulf Coast
never happens again.

As you know, under regular Senate order,
the Senate Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs would take
the lead in any investigation of the govern-
ment’s actions on Katrina and other disas-
ters. This committee has both the authority
under Senate rules and the demonstrated ex-
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pertise to conduct such an investigation. At
the outset of our discussions about the best
way for the Senate to proceed on this mat-
ter, I expressed my preference for letting
this committee handle the Katrina inves-
tigation. I also said I would be willing to
consider departing from regular Senate order
to establish a select committee if I was con-
fident such a committee could do a better
job of providing the survivors and the Amer-
ican people the answers they deserve.

Unfortunately, after closely analyzing the
proposal you presented to me earlier this
week I have concluded it fails that critical
test for one very. simple reason. As cur-
rently drafted, I do not believe your proposed
select committee will conduct an inde-
pendent, non-partisan investigation that will
take a hard look at actions by both the Bush
Administration and this Congress. As a re-
sult, your proposal will not provide the
American people the assurances that we
have learned every lesson from this tragedy
and have developed the corrective measures
necessary to make our country more secure
in the future.

Consequently, I will continue my push for
an independent, blue ribbon commission
similar to what we established in the wake
of the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001. Democrats and, ultimately, Repub-
licans agreed that approach was the best way
to help the American people understand why
their government failed them that awful
day. And the commission’s findings were
broadly supported and embraced by the
American people and leaders of both parties
because they understood that, unlike any
congressional body, the commission was
uniquely capable of asking tough questions
of both the Administration and the Congress.

Senator Clinton has proposed that we fol-
low this proven model in the case of Katrina
and I have yet to hear a compelling reason
why we should not. At the same time, I will
also continue to support the Senate Govern-
mental Affairs Committee’s efforts to inves-
tigate Katrina. Chairman Collins and Rank-
ing Member Lieberman have worked well to-
gether in a bipartisan manner in the past
and I am confident they will continue to do
so in the future.

I remain hopeful that you will eventually
agree to work with me to establish a truly
independent commission to provide the
American people answers about why their
government failed them and what steps can
be taken to ensure it never happens again.
The survivors of this tragedy and the Amer-
ican people deserve no less.

Sincerely,
HARRY REID,
U.S. Senate.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. on Monday, Sep-
tember 19. I further ask that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved,
and the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business with the time equal-
ly divided until 3 p.m.

I further ask consent that at 3 p.m.
the Senate resume consideration of
H.R. 2744, the Agriculture appropria-
tions bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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