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The bill authorizes the Secretary of 

Education to waive reporting require-
ments, assessments, and school im-
provement and corrective action for 
states, local educational agencies, and 
schools affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

It directs schools in the declared dis-
aster area to use child count numbers 
collected during the 2004–2005 academic 
year in seeking Federal funds for the 
2006–2007 school year. The Secretary is 
authorized to award special school re-
opening grants to districts and commu-
nities significantly affected by Hurri-
cane Katrina. These grants will aid in 
the effort to retain highly qualified 
teachers, recover data, establish tem-
porary facilities, and take other re-
lated steps necessary to reopen the 
schools. It also provides funds for after-
school services and supplemental edu-
cational services to states affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

In addition, we need to acknowledge 
the efforts of school districts in Texas, 
Georgia, Florida, and other States that 
offer schooling to displaced students. 
School districts in those States deserve 
funds to help ease the transition of stu-
dents into new schools, support basic 
instruction, and purchase books and 
materials. We need to help these 
schools temporarily expand their fa-
cilities to avoid overcrowding. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of 
Education to make payments to local 
educational agencies that enroll dis-
placed students. To alleviate the de-
mand for qualified teachers, the Sec-
retary is authorized to encourage 
States to extend temporary reciprocity 
for certification of school personnel 
across State lines. Teachers certified 
as highly qualified in one State will be 
recognized as meeting this standard in 
other States as well. The bill also 
modifies title II of the Higher Edu-
cation Act to target teacher recruit-
ment and retention efforts to the 
changing needs of the area. 

We must also help college students 
find temporary relief so they don’t lose 
a semester or a year of college, and 
give them the financial assistance they 
need to continue. 

Students unable to attend a college 
because of the disaster will be exempt-
ed from returning grant aid under title 
IV of the Higher Education Act. These 
students will be able to place out-
standing loans in deferment for the re-
mainder of the 2005–2006 academic year. 
Additionally, financial aid administra-
tors will be encouraged to use greater 
flexibility in professional judgment in 
evaluating the needs of college stu-
dents affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

We must also consider the needs of 
borrowers. College graduates residing 
in the declared disaster area who lose 
their jobs deserve temporary relief on 
their loan repayments. The bill pro-
vides a deferment until June, 2006, dur-
ing which borrowers will not need to 
pay down the principal on their stu-
dent loans. 

To ease the burdens faced by colleges 
and universities in the declared dis-

aster area, the Secretary is authorized 
to waive various Federal reporting re-
quirements for colleges and univer-
sities. Schools will have up to 5 years 
to return unallocated Pell grants and 
supplemental educational opportunity 
grants. If needed, the Secretary will be 
able to work with schools after the 
deadline to arrange a repayment sched-
ule. The bill offers colleges a flexible 
timeline for crediting undisbursed stu-
dent loans. Schools have until the end 
of the academic year or June 30, 2006, 
to return such funds. 

To assist colleges in enrolling dis-
placed students, the Secretary is au-
thorized to make arrangements to 
transfer Federal work-study funds from 
affected institutions to receiving insti-
tutions. 

Finally, we must not neglect the 
needs of children with disabilities, 
teachers, and schools providing special 
education. Hurricane Katrina has 
thrown many children and families 
into a situation of having lost or hav-
ing no records to document their 
child’s special education experience. In 
addition, many children who were pre-
viously not students under IDEA may 
very well become students under IDEA. 
The bill requires schools to provide 
early intervening services to all chil-
dren who need academic or mental 
health support to benefit from school. 
This will allow the time for children to 
sort out an individual needs to be iden-
tified. The bill also permits States and 
local education agencies to use data 
from either the 2005 or 2004 fiscal years 
for reporting and funding purposes to 
accommodate enrollment fluctuations 
and guarantee funding for teachers and 
schools to remain stable. 

States will also be able to guarantee 
continuing special education services 
to students who do not relocate to an-
other State. States, under the Develop-
ment Disabilities Act, will have the 
flexibility to use funds to replace as-
sistive technology and durable medical 
equipment for individuals with disabil-
ities, and under the Vocational Reha-
bilitation Act will have the flexibility 
to develop apprenticeship programs to 
educate people with disabilities to be 
part of reconstruction efforts. 

In the weeks and months ahead, we 
must also focus on rebuilding and re-
constructing the schools devastated by 
the tragedy so that, as soon as pos-
sible, children can return to schools 
fully stocked with the resources they 
need. We must also consider strategies 
to encourage students and educators to 
return to their schools. 

Last week, Senator ENZI and I heard 
moving testimony in the HELP Com-
mittee from Dr. Diane Roussel, super-
intendent of schools in Jefferson Par-
ish in Louisiana. The parish lies south 
of New Orleans and was in the direct 
path of Katrina, and the district’s 
schools, students, and teachers were all 
severely affected by the disaster. 

In her closing remarks, Dr. Roussel 
emphasized the importance, necessity, 
and urgency of reopening the schools in 

her district. When schools reopen, she 
said, people return. When schools re-
open, business returns, and life begins 
to return to normal. 

In the coming days and weeks, we 
must work to help life return to nor-
mal again for the hundreds of thou-
sands of lives affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. This education bill is an im-
pressive first step. I urge Congress to 
continue the work we begin today to 
meet the needs of the entire Gulf Coast 
community to reopen its schools. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 239—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF INFANT MORTALITY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. MARTINEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 239 

Whereas infant mortality refers to the 
death of a baby before it reaches its first 
birthday; 

Whereas the United States ranks 28th 
among industrialized nations in the rate of 
infant mortality; 

Whereas in the United States, infant mor-
tality increased in 2002, for the first time in 
more than 4 decades; 

Whereas in 2002 the rate reached 7 deaths 
per 1,000 live births, which was the first in-
crease since 1958; 

Whereas the recent increase is a signifi-
cant and troubling public health issue, espe-
cially for African American families, Native 
American families, and Hispanic families; 

Whereas the infant mortality rate among 
African American women is more than dou-
ble that of Caucasian women, according to a 
report produced by the National Healthy 
Start Association and by a related group 
supported by the health department of Alle-
gheny County, in the State of Pennsylvania; 

Whereas the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services has designated 2010, as the 
year by which certain objectives should be 
met with respect to the health status of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas such objectives, known as Healthy 
People 2010, include an objective regarding a 
decrease in the rate of infant mortality; 

Whereas September 1, 2005, is the begin-
ning of a period of several months during 
which there will be several national observ-
ances that relate to the issue of infant mor-
tality, including the observance of October 
as Sudden Infant Death Awareness Month 
and November as Prematurity Awareness 
Month; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe 
September 2005, as Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month in order to— 

(1) increase national awareness of infant 
mortality and its contributing factors; and 

(2) facilitate activities that will assist 
local communities in their efforts to meet 
the objective, as established by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Service in 
Healthy People 2010, that the rate of infant 
mortality in the United States be reduced to 
a rate of not more than 4.5 infant deaths per 
1,000 births. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 240—EX-

PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING MANI-
FESTATIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
BY UNITED NATIONS MEMBER 
STATES AND URGING ACTION 
AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM BY 
UNITED NATIONS OFFICIALS, 
UNITED NATIONS MEMBER 
STATES, AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. SANTORUM (for himself, Mr. 
FEINGOLD, Mr. SMITH, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
COLEMAN, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. BROWN-
BACK, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. VITTER, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. DEWINE, 
and Mr. BIDEN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 240 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, approved by the United Na-
tions General Assembly in 1948, recognizes 
that ‘‘the inherent dignity and equal and in-
alienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, justice, 
and peace in the world’’; 

Whereas United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 3379 (1975) concluded that ‘‘Zion-
ism is a form of racism and racial discrimi-
nation’’ and the General Assembly, by a vote 
of 111 to 25, only revoked Resolution 3379 in 
1991 in response to strong leadership by the 
United States and after Israel made its par-
ticipation in the Madrid Peace Conference 
conditional upon repeal of the resolution; 

Whereas during the 1991 session of the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights, the Syrian Ambassador to the United 
Nations repeated the outrageous ‘‘blood 
libel’’ that Jews allegedly have killed non- 
Jewish children to make unleavened bread 
for Passover and, despite repeated interven-
tions by the Governments of Israel and the 
United States, this outrageous lie was not 
corrected in the record of the Commission 
for many months; 

Whereas in March 1997, the Palestinian ob-
server at the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights made the contemptible charge 
that the Government of Israel had injected 
300 Palestinian children with HIV (the 
human immunodeficiency virus, the patho-
gen that causes AIDS) despite the fact that 
an Egyptian newspaper had printed a full re-
traction to its earlier report of the same 
charges, and the President of the Commis-
sion failed to challenge this baseless and 
false accusation despite the request of the 
Government of Israel that he do so; 

Whereas Israel was denied membership in 
any regional grouping of the United Nations 
until the year 2000, which prevented it from 
being a candidate for any elected positions 
within the United Nations system until that 
time, and Israel continues to be denied the 
opportunity to hold a rotating seat on the 
Security Council and it is the longest-serv-
ing member of the United Nations never to 
have served on the Security Council al-
though it has been a member of the organiza-
tion for 56 years; 

Whereas Israel continues to be denied the 
opportunity to serve as a member of the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights because it has never been included in 
a slate of candidates submitted by a regional 
grouping, and Israel is currently the only 
member of the Western and Others Group in 
a conditional status limiting its ability to 

caucus with its fellow members of this re-
gional grouping; 

Whereas the United Nations has permitted 
itself to be used as a battleground for polit-
ical warfare against Israel led by Arab states 
and others, and 6 of the 10 emergency ses-
sions of the United Nations General Assem-
bly have been devoted to criticisms of and 
attacks against Israel; 

Whereas the goals of the 2001 United Na-
tions World Conference Against Racism were 
undermined by hateful anti-Jewish rhetoric 
and anti-Israel political agendas, prompting 
both Israel and the United States to with-
draw their delegations from the Conference; 

Whereas in 2004, the United Nations Sec-
retary General acknowledged at the first 
United Nations-sponsored conference on 
anti-Semitism, that: ‘‘It is clear that we are 
witnessing an alarming resurgence of this 
phenomenon in new forms and manifesta-
tions. This time, the world must not—can-
not—be silent.’’; 

Whereas in 2004, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly’s Third Committee for the 
first time adopted a resolution on religious 
tolerance that includes condemnation of 
anti-Semitism and ‘‘recognized with deep 
concern the overall rise in instances of intol-
erance and violence directed against mem-
bers of many religious communities . . . in-
cluding . . . anti-Semitism . . .’’; 

Whereas in 2005, the United Nations held 
an unprecedented session to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz concentration camp; 

Whereas democratic Israel is annually the 
object of nearly two dozen redundantly crit-
ical resolutions in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, which rarely adopts resolu-
tions relating to specific countries; and 

Whereas the viciousness with which Israel 
is attacked and discriminated against at the 
United Nations should not be allowed to con-
tinue unchallenged: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) welcomes recent attempts by the 

United Nations Secretary General to address 
the issue of anti-Semitism; 

(B) calls on the leadership of the United 
Nations to officially and publicly condemn 
anti-Semitic statements made at all United 
Nations meetings and hold accountable 
United Nations member states that make 
such statements; and 

(C) strongly urges the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) to develop and implement 
education awareness programs about the 
Holocaust throughout the world as part of an 
effort to combat the rise in anti-Semitism 
and racial, religious, and ethnic intolerance; 
and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) the President should direct the United 

States Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations to continue working toward 
further reduction of anti-Semitic language 
and anti-Israel resolutions; 

(B) the President should direct the Sec-
retary of State to report on acts of anti- 
Semitism at the United Nations and United 
Nations agencies by member states; and 

(C) projects funded through the Middle 
East Partnership Initiative and United 
States overseas broadcasts should include ef-
forts to educate Arab and Muslim countries 
about anti-Semitism, religious intolerance, 
and incitement to violence. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 241—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2005, AS 
‘‘LEUKEMIA, LYMPHOMA, AND 
MYELOMA AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. JEFFORDS submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 241 

Whereas blood-related cancers currently 
afflict more than 747,000 Americans, with an 
estimated 114,000 new cases diagnosed each 
year; 

Whereas leukemia, lymphoma, and 
myeloma will kill an estimated 54,480 people 
in the United States this year; 

Whereas the National Cancer Institute of 
the National Institute of Health is com-
mitted to the elimination of suffering and 
death due to cancer by the year 2015; 

Whereas the Senate is similarly committed 
to the eradication of blood-related cancers 
and supports the treatment of people in the 
United States who suffer from them; and 

Whereas the Senate will continue efforts to 
provide support at all levels for research and 
other efforts that will lead to a complete 
cure for leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2005, as ‘‘Leukemia, Lymphoma, and 
Myeloma Awareness Month’’ to— 

(1) enhance the understanding of blood-re-
lated cancers; 

(2) encourage participation in voluntary 
activities to support education programs; 
and 

(3) support the funding of research pro-
grams to find a cure for blood-related can-
cers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 242—TO EX-
PRESS THE SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
SHOULD APPOINT AN INDI-
VIDUAL TO OVERSEE FEDERAL 
FUNDS FOR THE HURRICANE 
KATRINA RECOVERY, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr. 
DOMENICI, Mr. FRIST, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. BURNS, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BROWN-
BACK, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
THOMAS, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DEMINT, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. GREGG, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ENZI, Mr. MAR-
TINEZ, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. 
HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. VOINOVICH, and Mrs. 
DOLE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs: 

S. RES. 242 

It is the sense of the Senate that the Presi-
dent, in order to efficiently coordinate and 
monitor spending, avoid duplication, and 
eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse, shall ap-
point an individual to oversee all federal 
work and the obligation of all federally ap-
propriated funds for the purpose of Hurricane 
Katrina recovery, rehabilitation, and recon-
struction. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 243—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. TALENT (for himself, Mr. FRIST, 
Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
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