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fans in the Chicagoland area can 
breathe a sigh of relief. This past 
Wednesday the Chicago White Sox 
clinched their first World Series cham-
pionship since 1917. Led by their always 
colorful manager, Ozzie Guillen, the 
team got off to a fantastic start this 
season. However, in true Chicago base-
ball fashion, they found themselves in 
a rough stretch during the latter part 
of the season, and many doubted their 
potential. But in the end it was the ca-
maraderie and teamwork throughout 
the whole season that led this team to 
victory. 

As a lifelong Chicagoan born on the 
south side and raised on the north side, 
I want to offer my congratulations to 
the White Sox organization and White 
Sox fans everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, if the Boston Red Sox 
and the Chicago White Sox can make it 
happen after nearly nine decades, per-
haps 2006 will prove to be a victorious 
year for yet another baseball team 
with a legendary drought, the Chicago 
Cubs. Here’s hoping. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MEE-
HAN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MEEHAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate being recognized. I have got 
a couple of things I wanted to talk 
about this afternoon as we wind up 
what has been a very busy week here in 
Washington. We have had our plate 
full, and have worked aggressively on 
issues that are of importance to the 
American people, and certainly are of 
importance to my constituents in Ten-
nessee. But over the past week and dur-
ing this time as we have been plugging 
away working on the budget for this 
Nation, working on how we reform gov-
ernment, we have watched a group of 

Democrats from across the aisle come 
down here during the evenings, and 
every evening they talk about every-
thing that they believe the Republican 
majority is doing that is wrong. They 
talk about everything that they think 
is wrong with America, they talk about 
everything they think is wrong with 
our employers, and they talk about ev-
erything they think is wrong with 
American families and with the values 
that we hold dear. 

You know, I do not think they think 
we are doing a thing right. I do not 
think they think there is much right 
with America. And if you turn to C– 
SPAN any given evening, and you see a 
bunch of people down here com-
plaining, that is them, because they 
are tuned up, and they are going to it 
every evening with the negativity and 
what is wrong, what is wrong. 

The left in this Congress does not 
want to see spending cuts, and they 
certainly do not want to see tax relief. 
They are not interested in reducing the 
size of the Federal Government. They 
want to grow it. And when they talk 
about wanting to grow it and add more 
to it, guess what? They are talking 
about using American taxpayer money. 
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It is going to take the money out of 

your pocket to pay for their want list. 
And what I cannot help but notice day 
after day when listening to the left in 
this body criticize everybody and ev-
erything and complain about every-
thing is the tremendous level of self-in-
dignation. 

It is the sort of self-righteous indig-
nation that you typically see coming 
from some of the TV talk show pun-
dits, but lately it seems to be a hall-
mark of the Democratic House talking 
points that they are outraged about 
spending. Their solution is to propose 
more and more spending, but they are 
going to tell you they are outraged 
with the spending. They are going to 
tell you they are outraged with the def-
icit. They are going to tell you they 
are outraged with the debt. But more 
and more spending, more and more 
spending, that is what they want. 

They are outraged that government 
failed in the Katrina response. Yet 
they want to make that inefficient and 
ineffective bureaucracy bigger and 
more powerful. At the same time as 
they are making it bigger and more 
powerful, guess what, they want to 
make it more centralized. 

They are outraged, absolutely out-
raged that we have high gas prices, yet 
they oppose domestic exploration for 
oil. They oppose refinery construction. 
They oppose refinery expansion. And 
this is not something new. This is 
something that they have been oppos-
ing for years. My goodness, some of 
them even worked with former Presi-
dent Clinton. They are outraged about 
gas prices, but you know what, I guess 
they are not outraged that former 
President Clinton vetoed drilling in 
ANWR. Now, you know you cannot 
have it both ways. 

They are outraged that Social Secu-
rity is going to run short of funding, 
but they do not want to reform it, and 
they do not want to address that; but 
they are going to be outraged about it. 
They are outraged that this war on ter-
ror is not over, yet they take every op-
portunity they can possibly take. They 
come down here and any time that 
they can find the time they want to 
talk about withdrawing from Iraq and 
appeasing the very world leaders who 
let the Middle East get away with ter-
rorism for decades before we took a 
firm stance. But they are going to tell 
you they are outraged that this war is 
not over. They have known it is going 
to be a long war. We have all known 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I guess they think they 
have got the market cornered on out-
rage. Maybe they do. Maybe they do. I 
mean, it seems that there is nobody 
around that does outrage better than 
the Democrats. As my mother used to 
say when people would get upset, she 
would look at them and say, Just rave 
on, rave on. You can talk all day long. 
That talking is not going to accom-
plish one thing. Actions will accom-
plish things. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in order to get 
from outrage to action it takes some-
thing to fill in that void and that is 
called ideas, and ideas is something 
they just do not have. Now, maybe the 
outrage makes for great TV ratings on 
reality shows; but you know what, this 
is not a TV show. What this is is real 
life. It is the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. It is a governmental body that 
works to construct the laws that you 
and I and my family and your family, 
everyone lives under; that free enter-
prise functions under; that we work 
under each and every day. 

But you know, we do not hear ideas 
coming from the other side when they 
come down here and claim that we are 
not doing anything right and that ev-
erything is wrong. They are not laying 
out an alternative agenda because they 
cannot agree on one. They want to 
make the government agencies we have 
got bigger. They want a bigger, more 
centralized government. They want 
more Federal control. They want more 
Federal mandates on local government, 
and they want your money to come and 
pay for this. 

I hope that my constituents in Ten-
nessee understand this and are listen-
ing to this because Federal mandates 
are something that they are tired of, 
and I hope that they are listening. I 
hope the American people realize they 
want a bigger government. They want 
to grow it. They want more Federal 
control on our State and local govern-
ments. They want more Federal man-
dates on local governments, and they 
want the money out of your pocket to 
come and pay for it. 

They want to make the taxes we 
have got on the books higher. They 
want higher taxes. They want higher 
rates, higher fees, more taxes and in 
more areas of your life. They are the 
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elitist of government, and they think 
that they know better than you know. 
They want to give the government that 
too often tramples on your rights more 
power. That is a game plan. Centralized 
power for them and less individual free-
dom for you and for me, for your fam-
ily. That is their vision. 

For 10 years the Republicans have 
been in the majority here in the House. 
We have done a lot of good things. We 
have balanced budgets. We have faced 
debt which has been brought on by re-
cession and war. We have pushed hard 
to get an out-of-control Washington 
bureaucracy under control and to get it 
reduced. We have enacted major, major 
tax reform and tax relief for working 
families. We have put 98 programs up 
for elimination this year. We have 
taken a hard-line approach to ter-
rorism. We have gone after the ridicu-
lous regulations, overly burdensome 
regulations that strangle small busi-
ness, that keep entrepreneurs from 
taking an idea that they have and 
growing that idea and bringing it to 
fruition, getting capital for that idea, 
getting that idea into a commodity 
that goes to market. Those are the reg-
ulations that we are addressing and 
rolling back so that we are freeing up 
free enterprise. 

We have worked to prevent the sort 
of universal health care plans the left 
proposes that would destroy the qual-
ity of care in this Nation. What do my 
constituents want to see in health 
care? Access, access to health care. 
Physicians in communities, physicians 
who are able to open their doors and 
practice. That is what they want to 
see. Not a one-size-fits-all plan that is 
directed by some bureaucrat sitting in 
a building in Washington, D.C. They 
want a physician in their community. 
That is what we are working for. Free-
ing up health care, access to health 
care. 

Mr. Speaker, you will hear a lot of 
complaints from the left about tax re-
lief. Well, you know, they just abso-
lutely despise tax relief. My constitu-
ents seem to appreciate marriage re-
lief, marriage tax relief, child tax cred-
its, sales tax deductibility, lower in-
come tax rates. Goodness, a lot of my 
constituents even tell me if 10 percent 
is good enough for God, it ought to be 
good enough for the government. Let 
us get that rate down even further, 
even further. They know better how to 
spend their money than the Federal 
Government, and they would like to be 
keeping it. 

You know, one of my colleagues ear-
lier today mentioned something I want 
to talk about for just a second. Today, 
despite the war, despite natural disas-
ters, we have seen that in the third 
quarter of 2005 that our GDP grew at 
3.8 percent. And I hope my colleagues 
are listening and hear this. This year, 
this quarter, despite a war, despite nat-
ural disasters our economy has grown 
3.8 percent. 

Now, for everybody at home that is a 
booming economy. That is tremendous 

growth, and we believe debt reduction 
requires a booming economy and 
spending reductions. You grow the 
economy and you cut back on your 
spending. You cannot cut the debt 
without both elements. You have to 
work it from both sides of the table. 
Make the tax reductions that are going 
to allow that economy, the free enter-
prise sector, to grow; and at the same 
time when you are looking at the pub-
lic sector, start reducing what govern-
ment is spending. It is an amazing 
thing. 

You reduce what you are spending, 
you increase those revenues, your def-
icit is reduced and your debt is re-
duced. Hard as they try, the Democrats 
in this body cannot make the case with 
a straight face that raising taxes, 
which is their platform, raising taxes, 
raising those taxes on American fami-
lies, that raising those taxes will in-
crease economic growth. It just does 
not happen. 3.8 percent growth. 

Mr. Speaker, I will have to remind 
my colleagues also that equals jobs, it 
equals jobs growth. We have seen over 
3 million new jobs in 2 years. We are 
seeing more. It equals increased small 
business manufacturing output, small 
business manufacturing output in-
creases rights here on American soil. It 
equals a more productive free enter-
prise. 

Well, let me get back to our 10 years 
of majority here in the House. Last 
night I watched the left attack those 10 
years of work; and as I said, in my 
opinion we have done a lot of good 
things in those 10 years and we have 
suffered some setbacks, and in my 
opinion we are not done. We have got a 
lot of good work left that we can do. 
We are going to continue taking the 
shackles off free enterprise and freeing 
it up. 

We are going to continue getting gov-
ernment off the backs and out of the 
pockets of hard-working American 
families, getting government off the 
backs and out of the pockets of small 
business owners all across this great 
land. We are going to continue work-
ing, restoring individual liberty and 
freedom and hopes and dreams. What 
you see is a work in progress because 
there is always room to improve, but 
our agenda is the right agenda. Yes, we 
want to see across-the-board spending 
reductions; the left does not. 

We want to see major immigration 
reform that gets this illegal immigra-
tion crisis under control. We want to 
see border security addressed imme-
diately this year. The left does not. We 
want to see a very aggressive global 
war on terrorism that treats terrorists 
like the murderers that they are. Many 
on the left do not join us in that desire. 

We want to see a tax reform and re-
lief that takes this nightmare of a Tax 
Code that we have volumes and vol-
umes and volumes and simplifies it so 
that it is simpler, it is flatter, and it is 
fairer. The left does not. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot of 
talk about independent commissions 

around here lately. Well, a lot of the 
folks in my district are not real happy 
when they hear talk of independent 
commissions. They feel like that is our 
job. They have got people on the left 
just clamoring for a Katrina Commis-
sion. Well, now, I do not know about 
you, but who needs a commission to 
tell us that government failed? It 
seems pretty obvious to me. The city of 
New Orleans government, the Lou-
isiana government, the Federal Gov-
ernment all failed. Period. I do not 
need a commission to tell me that. 

I would hope that the Democrats do 
not need an expensive government 
commission to tell them that either. 
What I do know and what I believe the 
left does not know is that failure can 
be laid right at the doorstep of this 
massive wasteful bureaucracy that you 
and I and every American taxpayer is 
paying for day after day after day. Big-
ger is not always better. Bigger is not 
always more responsive. 

One of the things we learn is that 
smaller local governments are gen-
erally the ones that are on the front-
line, that are more responsive to the 
needs of communities. That is where 
the rubber meets the road. 

b 1400 
We are paying a lot for this bureauc-

racy, and we are getting very little in 
return on our money. What we get is a 
slow process. We get the runaround. We 
get less accountability. 

The left in this country had control 
of this House for 40 years prior to the 
Republican majority, and in that time 
they created an enormous, huge bu-
reaucracy. Over the past 10 years, we 
have been trying to reform and reshape 
that government, to make it more re-
sponsive to the American people. As I 
said, it takes time because they fight 
us every single step of the way. Every 
time we try to reduce something, to re-
form something, to cut back, to pare 
down, they fight us. 

Clearly we have not succeeded 
enough or the Katrina response would 
have been better, but I beg to differ 
when the left criticizes Republicans for 
this big, ineffective government. If we 
had our way, if they would join us, we 
would be looking at companies like 
FedEx, one of our good Tennessee com-
panies, for ways to reform government 
for the 21st century. We would be look-
ing at other constituent companies in 
Tennessee, people like Tractor’s Sup-
ply Company, efficient small busi-
nesses that work well. 

The Democrats are more concerned 
about the jobs, about the jobs big gov-
ernment creates than the jobs small 
business creates, and they are more 
concerned about those big government 
jobs than they are about the effective-
ness of government. How dare we ask a 
Federal agency to pare down? How dare 
we ask them to reduce their payroll? 
How dare we ask them to become more 
effective or more efficient? 

I want everyone at home to know 
that it is Republicans who want a gov-
ernment that is leaner, that is smarter, 
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that is more responsive. We want to re-
form government. We want change. 

I think there is a philosophical dif-
ference between the Democrats and the 
Republicans. They think government, 
big government, big buildings, big pro-
grams is the hallmark of a great Na-
tion. We Republicans think that great 
individuals, individuals with freedom 
and power and hope and opportunity, 
that is the core and the center of a 
great Nation. 

We want to drag a bureaucracy that 
is based on 19th-century government 
into the modern age, drag them kick-
ing and screaming if necessary, because 
we do not believe big government 
equals effective government. 

There are some core functions our 
Federal Government should be capable 
of handling. Defense and disaster re-
sponse are clearly at the top of the list, 
and we should not let an outdated sys-
tem and an overgrown civil service de-
liver poor service slowly. 

In closing, I know that many on the 
left are going out and slamming our 
across-the-board spending reductions. 
They are slamming our budget control 
ideas. They do not think government 
has room to cut. 

Mr. Speaker, in the 3 years I have 
been in this Congress, I have sat 
through oversight hearing after over-
sight hearing where government agen-
cies have the absolute audacity to tell 
us that they cannot account for mil-
lions of our tax dollars, millions upon 
billions of dollars, and in the same 
breath they ask for more funding. 
Enough. 

I want to see reform. I hope this body 
wants to see reform. I want to see 
spending reductions, and I want a gov-
ernment that will actually perform its 
core functions. 

Many on the left have been standing 
in the way of reform. They want to 
protect the bureaucracy that was built 
over 40 years of their control. I think it 
is their monument, and, yes, they will 
stand here and they will rail against 
every reform we have ever offered be-
cause it is their crowning achievement. 
It is the monument to themselves and 
their policies. 

But I think it is time for the Amer-
ican people to know that this party 
and this leadership is focused on the 
American family. We are focused on 
families who are strong and productive 
and free, families who are free, Mr. 
Speaker, free to dream big dreams, free 
to have great adventures, to live out 
those hopes and dreams. 

f 

NO PLACE IN THE CIVILIZED 
WORLD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ADERHOLT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, the new President of Iran made 
comments that chillingly confirm the 
hate, intolerance and militant intent 

to destroy Israel and her people that is 
shared by too many in the Arab world. 

Speaking to 4,000 students at a con-
ference called ‘‘The World Without Zi-
onism,’’ the Iranian leader declared, 
‘‘Israel must be wiped off the map.’’ 

He went on to say, ‘‘Anybody who 
recognizes Israel will burn in the fire of 
the Islamic Nations’ fury.’’ 

This Congress and the American peo-
ple and all civilized, freedom-loving 
people around the world must emphati-
cally and unequivocally denounce 
these poisonous comments as out-
rageous incitement to international 
criminal acts. 

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues know, 
we just passed a resolution a little over 
an hour ago unanimously expressing 
that sentiment. All who seek inter-
national security, stability and respect 
for the rule of law must collectively 
and publicly reject these comments of 
the President of Iran, and not only re-
ject them, but condemn them as well. 

The silence in too many of the Arab 
capitals loudly testifies to the sym-
pathy with which such despicable re-
marks were received. I am pleased, 
however, very pleased, that the promi-
nent Palestinian negotiator Mr. Erekat 
reportedly told the media, ‘‘We have 
recognized the State of Israel. We do 
not accept the statements of the Presi-
dent of Iran. This is unacceptable.’’ 
That was said by one of the major Pal-
estinian leaders. I congratulate him for 
those comments. 

It is that spirit that will allow us to 
pursue peace on the roadmap set forth 
by President Bush. However, I am com-
pelled to ask, where is the public out-
rage among other responsible respected 
leaders in the Arab world? 

Mr. Speaker, I have been to Israel 8 
times, 3 times in the last 2 years, and 
on each of those most recent visits, our 
Israeli allies have expressed increasing 
concern about Iran’s support for ter-
rorism and its continuing effort to de-
velop and acquire nuclear weapons. 

The President of Iran’s dangerous 
comments only confirm our worst sus-
picions and fears about the Iranian 
government’s intentions and malevo-
lence. These remarks must inspire a re-
newed commitment by the United 
States and by our allies to do every-
thing within our power to prevent Iran 
from acquiring weapons of mass de-
struction. 

Those who rationalize acts of ter-
rorism against Israel should reassess 
their opinion as to why Israel must be 
ever vigilant and must take all meas-
ures necessary to respond to terrorism 
and ensure the safety, security and 
sovereignty of its people and its land. 

Mr. Speaker, we were right today to 
overwhelmingly and unanimously ex-
press our outrage at the President of 
Iran’s suggestion that Israel would be 
wiped off the map. Peace will be pos-
sible in the international community 
only if the international community 
overwhelmingly, emphatically and 
without any tempering rejects and se-
verely criticizes such comments when 
they are made. 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. MAC 
THORNBERRY TO ACT AS SPEAK-
ER PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH NOVEMBER 1, 
2005 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 28, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAC 
THORNBERRY to act as Speaker protempore 
to sign enrolled bills and joint resolutions 
through November 1, 2005. 

DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be down 
here. 

This is a pretty sad day in the United 
States of America with the recent news 
regarding the Chief of Staff of the Vice 
President being indicted on five counts 
of making false statements, perjury, 
obstruction of justice. 

The 30-Something Group has been 
talking about for quite some time on 
this floor the culture of corruption 
that we have seen in this Chamber, on 
Capitol Hill, and now we have come to 
find that this is also extended into the 
executive branch, the Republican one- 
party rule. Inevitably when one party 
controls all the levers of government, 
inevitably it leads to corruption, and 
today we saw another taste of that. 

My friend from Florida is here, and 
before we get into the corruption and 
the cronyism that has been going on in 
the way that this government has just 
been corrupted, I want to talk for a few 
minutes about what our friend was say-
ing who was here prior to us. 

I want to make this perfectly clear. 
The Republicans control the House of 
Representatives. The Republicans con-
trol the Senate. The Republicans con-
trol the White House. We have a one- 
party government here in Washington, 
DC. 

I find it humorous and sometimes 
hysterical that the other side can look 
over to the Democrats and blame us for 
all the big spending and all the deficits. 
They look over here and they point to 
my friends on the left. We do not have 
any power. We are not running the gov-
ernment. One-party rule. Take respon-
sibility for your own actions. 

My friend who was here prior was 
talking about all the Democrats want 
to do is spend. The Republican major-
ity has borrowed and spent this coun-
try almost all the way into bank-
ruptcy. Our national debt just went to 
$8 trillion. 
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