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put in literally countless hours trying 
to get this thing worked out. 

Again, I would urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill. I think it 
is something that needs to be done, and 
it is one of those things that as a result 
of us getting this done today truly will 
protect our youth, protect people in 
keeping them from experiencing a dev-
astating eye injury. 

I also want to thank the majority 
leader, Mr. BLUNT, for getting this 
scheduled, again before Halloween. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I want to thank my colleague from 
Arkansas for his very kind words and 
join him in saluting all of the Members 
of the House and the Senate and our 
staffs who have worked on this legisla-
tion. I do not want to dwell on why the 
FDA decided to regulate some lenses as 
cosmetics rather than medical devices. 
Congressman DEAL referred to it as a 
loophole. I consider it a lapse in en-
forcement. Regardless, this bill is neu-
tral on what went wrong. It just fixes 
the problem, and that is what we need 
to do. I would urge all of our colleagues 
to join us in supporting the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, I 
urge the adoption of this Senate bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GINGREY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. DEAL) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill, 
S. 172. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REQUESTING THE PRESIDENT TO 
RETURN TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES THE ENROLL-
MENT OF H.R. 3765 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I offer a concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 276) requesting the President to 
return to the House of Representatives 
the enrollment of H.R. 3765 so that the 
Clerk of the House may reenroll the 
bill in accordance with the action of 
the two Houses, and ask unanimous 
consent for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 276 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the President is re-
quested to return to the House of Represent-
atives the enrollment of H.R. 3765. When the 

bill is returned by the President, the actions 
of the presiding officers of the two Houses in 
signing the bill shall be rescinded, and the 
Clerk of the House shall reenroll the bill in 
accordance with the action of the two 
Houses. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ROSA PARKS FEDERAL BUILDING 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 2967) to designate the 
Federal building located at 333 Mt. El-
liott Street in Detroit, Michigan, as 
the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 2967 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The Federal building located at 333 Mt. El-
liott Street in Detroit, Michigan, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Rosa Parks 
Federal Building’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be 
a reference to the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal 
Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KUHL) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. KUHL). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2967. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2967, introduced by 
Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan, designates 
the Federal building located at 33 Mt. 
Elliott Street, Detroit, Michigan, as 
the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Building.’’ 

Rosa Parks, who passed away on 
Monday, is most well known for her 
simple, yet heroic act of defiance. Fifty 
years ago she refused to give up her 
seat on a segregated bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. Rosa Parks was ar-
rested, lost her job, and received nu-
merous death threats for her actions. 
This simple act inspired further acts of 
civil disobedience and earned her the 
title of ‘‘mother of the civil rights 
movement.’’ 

Rosa Parks’ dedication to fight for 
social and economic justice continued 
well beyond that monumental day in 
1955. As a Secretary for the NAACP, 

she helped organize civil rights cases. 
She worked in the antiapartheid move-
ment, and established the Rosa and 
Raymond Parks Institute for Self-De-
velopment in her adopted hometown of 
Detroit, Michigan. She spent the re-
mainder of her life fighting against all 
forms of discrimination. 

In 1999, Rosa Parks was named one of 
the 20 most influential and iconic fig-
ures of the 20th century by Time Maga-
zine. She also received numerous 
awards for her contributions to the 
civil rights movement, including the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and 
also the Congressional Gold Medal. 

While Rosa Parks has already re-
ceived significant recognition for her 
life’s work, I believe that this is a fit-
ting honor to a woman whose actions 
helped change our society for the bet-
ter. I support this legislation, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
For this side I will be introducing the 
bill, and after I make an introductory 
statement, and the next time you go to 
our side, I want my colleagues to hear 
from the gentlewoman who is respon-
sible for this bill, Ms. KILPATRICK, who 
has indicated she wants me to intro-
duce it. 

I want to thank her for this bill to 
designate the Federal Building, which 
is located at 333 Mt. Elliott Street in 
Detroit, Michigan, as the Rosa Parks 
Federal Building, and I want to thank 
her for really her quite extraordinary 
diligence in making sure that this bill 
came to the floor. 

I want to say that this bill happens 
to come to the floor a few days after 
the death of Rosa Parks, but who is 
certainly not responsible for the tardi-
ness of this bill reaching the floor is 
Ms. KILPATRICK. For months she has 
been talking to me as the ranking 
member of the subcommittee. For 
about the same length of time she has 
been talking with our ranking member 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I am sure nobody on our 
committee meant to hold this bill up, 
but the truth is that we very much de-
sired for this bill to come to the floor 
before Rosa Parks died. We knew she 
was elderly. We are very grateful, how-
ever, to the majority for allowing this 
bill to come forward now in advance of 
the funeral so that Ms. KILPATRICK, 
who has carried this bill for so long, 
can go home to say the Congress has 
approved what I know Members on 
both sides would very much want to 
approve. 

We all know the story of that Decem-
ber evening in 1955 when a 42-year-old 
black woman riding a bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, refused to give up 
her seat at the demand of a white male 
passenger. This simple gesture, it was 
indeed more than a gesture; it was an 
act, and an action that our country 
will never forget, led to the disintegra-
tion of institutionalized segregation in 
much of the South and ushered in a 
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new era now known as the civil rights 
era of our country. 

Characteristically, Ms. Parks always 
played down her courageous act. Her 
strength of character and quiet, but de-
termined sense of justice changed our 
country, however. Montgomery’s seg-
regation laws were very complex and 
deeply humiliating. For example, 
blacks were required to pay their fare 
to the driver and then get off the bus 
and reenter through the rear door. If 
the white section was full, blacks were 
required to give up their seats alto-
gether, no matter what their age, and 
no matter what their infirmity, and 
move to the back of the bus. 

Rosa Parks was very familiar with 
these humiliations; however, she was a 
self-educated, early activist with her 
own local NAACP, her time at the 
Highland School in Tennessee, but 
never particularly intending at that 
moment to engage in an act of civil 
disobedience. She simply was ready 
when the moment of humiliation came. 
For her boldness, she was arrested and 
found guilty of disorderly conduct. 

This action led to the famous Mont-
gomery bus boycott that lasted over a 
year and, ultimately, to the Supreme 
Court decision that banned segregation 
on the city’s public transportation sys-
tems, and, Mr. Speaker, therefore, on 
all public transportation throughout 
the United States. It is impossible to 
overstate the impact of her act of 
gentle defiance. 

Rosa Parks’ story has now become 
legendary in American history. I am 
honored to support this bill. It is a 
most fitting way to respect her life and 
to acknowledge her lifelong contribu-
tions to equality and justice for all 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure 
that I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan (Ms. KILPATRICK), the sponsor of 
this bill, who is responsible for its 
emergence on the floor today. 

b 1800 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. 
Thank you, America, for believing in a 
greater country. I want to thank the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR), ranking member of our com-
mittee, and certainly Chairman YOUNG. 
I want to thank the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), 
as well as the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER) and the entire 
House of Representatives for bringing 
this bill to the floor at this time. 

Rosa Parks lived in my district for 
almost 50 years. I met her as a young 
women of 19 years old, after leaving 
Montgomery, Alabama and coming to 
Detroit. She lived in my district even 
two nights ago when she passed, and I 
was honored when the family called me 
and asked me to come with them the 
night of her death. 

The building that we are naming in 
honor of Mrs. Rosa Parks is the Fed-
eral building in Detroit that houses our 
Immigration and Homeland Security 

Department. It will soon be called the 
Rosa Parks Federal Building. What a 
tribute to a young woman who dedi-
cated her life, her very soul, her self-re-
spect to building a better, stronger 
America for all of its people. 

Mrs. Parks was one who did not like 
a lot of fanfare. She did what she had 
to do, and she spent her life working 
with the youth of America, letting 
them know that they can be and do 
what they want to be and do, that with 
the spirit of God they can be that 
power that we must have in our coun-
try. It was young people that she dedi-
cated her life to. 

As we name this building the Rosa 
Parks Federal Building on a very busy 
thoroughfare in the city of Detroit 
that goes east and west through many 
communities, it is with honor that I 
stand here as a sponsor. I want to 
thank our entire Michigan delegation, 
both all the Republicans and all the 
Democrats, who signed on as cospon-
sors. It is a glorious occasion. 

Before I take my seat, I want to talk 
about the Rosa and Raymond Parks In-
stitute for Self Development, her foun-
dation that she has had over 20 years 
that again encourages young people, 
teaches young people, educates them 
about the civil rights movement, about 
math, science and all that goes with 
that, as well as the struggle for justice 
and all that goes with that. 

I thank the Members of the House of 
Representatives as we pass this to-
night. The Senate has also acted today. 
On December 1, 1955, 50 years ago this 
December 1, Mrs. Rosa Parks sat down 
so that we might stand up. Our country 
is better for it, and the world is better 
for Mrs. Rosa Parks. The Rosa Parks 
Federal Building in Detroit will stand 
as a witness to her sacrifice, her self- 
respect, and her courage. 

I would ask all my colleagues to sup-
port Mrs. Rosa Parks as we soon lay 
her to rest in the country that she 
helped to make great. 

H.R. 2967 seeks to honor Mrs. Rosa Parks, 
an iconic figure of the civil rights movement by 
naming the Federal Building at 333 Mt. Elliott 
Street at E. Jefferson in Detroit, MI, after Rosa 
Louise Parks. 

H.R. 2967 currently has 22 cosponsors in-
cluding the entire Michigan delegation. 

Rosa Parks was a seamstress and the sec-
retary of the local NAACP. Mrs. Parks refused 
to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Al. bus 
in December 1955. She was arrested and 
fined for violating a city ordinance. Her defi-
ance began a movement that ended legal seg-
regation in America and made her an inspira-
tion to people everywhere. 

The bus incident led to the formation of the 
Montgomery Improvement Association. The 
association called for a boycott against the 
city-owned bus company. Black people city-
wide boycotted the bus system for more than 
a year. As a result of the boycott and the ac-
tions of Rosa Parks, the Supreme Court even-
tually outlawed racial segregation on public 
transportation. 

December 1, 2005 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of Mrs. Rosa Parks’s arrest for refusing 
to give up her seat on the bus in Montgomery, 
Al. 

It is the courage, dignity, and determination 
that Mrs. Parks exemplified that allow most 
historians to credit her with beginning the 
modern day civil rights movement. 

In 1957, Mrs. Parks and her husband Ray-
mond moved to Detroit. 

She continued her seamstress career and 
later served on the staff of Congressman John 
Conyers in various administrative jobs for 23 
years and retired in 1988 at the age of 75. 

After the death of her husband, she founded 
the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self 
Development. The Institute sponsors leader-
ship programs for youth, including an annual 
summer program for teenagers called Path-
ways to Freedom. 

The Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for 
Self Development offers educational programs 
for young people including two signature pro-
grams: first, Pathways to Freedom, a 21-day 
program that introduces students to the Un-
derground Railroad and the civil rights move-
ment with a freedom ride across the United 
States and Canada, tracing the underground 
railroad into civil rights; and second, Learning 
Centers and Senior Citizens, a program that 
partners young people with senior citizens 
where the young help the senior citizens de-
velop their computer skills and senior citizens 
mentor the young; 

HONORS 
Rosa Parks has been honored for her dedi-

cation and work with such recognitions as: the 
NAACP’s Spingarn Medal in 1979; The Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Nonviolent Peace Prize in 
1980; The Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1996; and The Congressional Gold Medal in 
1999. Time magazine also named Rosa Lou-
ise Parks as one of the ‘‘100 most influential 
people of the 20th century.’’ The Henry Ford 
Museum in Michigan bought and exhibited the 
bus on which she was arrested, and the Rosa 
Parks Library and Museum opened in Mont-
gomery in 2000. 

LEGACY 
Mrs. Parks passed away on Monday at the 

age of 92 in Detroit. Rosa Parks’ legacy is a 
symbol of hope and inspiration for all. We can 
all proudly stand on the shoulders of this great 
giant. 

Rosa Parks’ work helped change history. 
Her contributions to the civil rights movement 
brought this country a step closer to equality. 
Her devotion to the civil rights movement and 
the city of Detroit will always be remembered. 

People who make meaningful contributions 
to society should be recognized and honored. 
Naming the Federal Building at 333 Mt. Elliott 
Street at E. Jefferson after Mrs. Rosa Parks 
will remind everyone who drives by or visits 
the building of the contribution she made for 
civil rights. 

The life of Rosa Parks shows that one per-
son can make a difference. 

QUOTES FROM ROSA PARKS 
Memories of our lives, of our works and our 

deeds will continue in others 
I would like to be known as a person who 

is concerned about freedom and equality and 
justice and prosperity for all people. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR), the ranking 
member who worked so hard on behalf 
of this bill. 
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(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) for 
yielding, and I join in her commenda-
tion and great appreciation to the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) for championing this legisla-
tion over so many weeks and months. I 
join in their regret that we could not 
have done this in time for Rosa Parks 
to know that the Nation had recog-
nized her service to equality by naming 
a Federal courthouse, a Federal build-
ing, in her honor. 

A headline in The Washington Post 
today summed it up, in words that Ms. 
KILPATRICK used herself, summed up 
the contribution of Rosa Parks: she sat 
down and we stood up. America did 
stand up, proud and tall, after this act 
of righteousness in defiance of a hate-
ful symbol of division in America, seg-
regation on America’s buses. 

The discussion that the gentlewoman 
from the District of Columbia had on 
the NewsHour just last night, with the 
Reverend Joseph Lowery of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Council, re-
calling their association with Rosa 
Parks, and their great respect for this 
woman, told of the humility and sim-
plicity but steadfastness of this ex-
traordinary woman. 

I recall it rightly, and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
will verify, it was Reverend Lowery 
who told the story of Rosa Parks mak-
ing a wedding gift to his daughter, a 
check, then of a considerable amount, 
$25. Three years later, Reverend Low-
ery’s daughter met Rosa Parks, who 
said to her, why did you not cash my 
check? You have messed up my ac-
counting. The daughter replied, oh, I 
would never cash that check. I framed 
it. This is a treasure. She said no, 
young lady, you cash that check. 

She did not want to be acknowledged 
and recognized and bowed to as an 
icon, which she certainly is. She con-
tinued a very simple, direct life-style. 
That is the kind of person that we 
should respect and honor. It is hard for 
many of us in northern tier States who 
have not experience firsthand the pain 
of segregation, to understand not only 
the symbolic significance, but the real 
courage it took to do this, to stand 
against this kind of discrimination. 

I did not understand it fully until I 
traveled to New Orleans with my wife, 
who is from New Orleans, rode on the 
St. Charles street car line, the oldest 
public transit system in America. She 
showed me the place on the street cars 
where the sign was placed, ‘‘no colored 
ahead of this line.’’ No colored ahead of 
this line. The holder is still in place. 

She told me how appalled she was as 
a child to see white people come and 
move that device just a little further 
back so there could be more room for 
white people, how hateful it was. That 
no longer exists. But this vestige of the 
past remains, hopefully as a reminder 

to us that it should never occur again 
in America. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
2967, a bill to designate the Federal building 
located at 333 Mt. Elliott Street, in Detroit, 
Michigan, as the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Build-
ing.’’ 

Rosa Parks is known as the ‘‘mother of the 
civil rights movement.’’ With one single act of 
defiance—when she refused to give up her 
seat on the Cleveland Avenue bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—she galvanized a Nation 
and changed the course of history. On De-
cember 1, 1955, Mrs. Parks was sitting in the 
middle rows of the bus with three other black 
riders. The bus driver demanded that all four 
give up their seats so that a single white man 
could sit. Three of the riders complied. Mrs. 
Parks remained seated. 

It is important to keep in mind that what is 
often remembered as a quiet act of civil dis-
obedience took tremendous personal courage. 
Blacks at that time had been arrested, and 
even beaten or killed, for refusing to follow the 
orders of bus drivers. Rosa Parks was ar-
rested, jailed, and fined $14. 

As Mrs. Parks herself has said in the years 
following that pivotal moment, she hadn’t 
planned on taking a stand that day. She 
hadn’t planned on becoming the face of the in-
justices of segregation. She had simply had 
enough. She was tired of being treated like a 
second-class citizen. She had had enough. 

Mrs. Parks’ act of courage sparked the civil 
rights movement. A boycott of the public 
buses was organized for Monday, December 
5, the day of Mrs. Parks’ trial. The Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., then a young preacher 
who was only 26 years old, organized the boy-
cott. The boycott lasted 381 days, ending only 
after the Supreme Court outlawed segregation 
on buses. It captured the attention of the Na-
tion and forced people to confront the inequal-
ities that were then commonplace. The civil 
rights movement ultimately led to the passage 
of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which banned racial discrimination in public 
accommodations, and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

Rosa Parks is an American icon. By refus-
ing to give up her seat on that Montgomery 
bus, she changed the course of history. This 
honor is long overdue. 

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks died on Monday. 
She was 92. I’m only sorry that we could not 
have passed this bill while Mrs. Parks was still 
alive. Although she suffered from dementia in 
her later years, I believe that she would have 
understood and appreciated such recognition 
from the United States Congress. 

The strength and presence of a Federal 
building perfectly captures the character and 
personality of this icon of the civil rights move-
ment. It is fitting and just that her life and pub-
lic accomplishments are acknowledged with 
this designation. 

I strongly support H.R. 2967 and urge its 
passage. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Ms. CARSON). 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, my heart-
felt congratulation to the Delegate 
from the District of Columbia. I rise to 
pay homage to the honorable Rosa 
Parks, a woman who I honored in this 
Chamber when I first came to Congress 
with a resolution creating the Congres-

sional Gold Medal for Mrs. Rosa Parks 
and a big ceremony that was held in 
the rotunda. 

Throughout that ceremony, she re-
tained a great deal of humility and ap-
preciation and said to me, I do not de-
serve this medal for myself, but I de-
serve it as it is necessary for all the 
people of the United States to under-
stand the struggle, the fact that while 
I sat there, it brought attention to the 
United States that even though we had 
written years ago, liberty and justice 
for all people, it still had not come 
through to fruition. 

My heart hurt tonight when you 
passed the legislation that would deny 
not-for-profits the right to register 
voters. That was the most insidious in-
clusion in the housing bill that I have 
ever seen in all the week that we cele-
brate the life of Rosa Parks, who 
strove hard for voting rights and vot-
ing registration, that we would take it 
away from them, especially during this 
time of year. 

Rosa Parks is very near and dear to 
me. She represents what many of our 
beautiful people of color represent in 
the United States of America. I would 
hope that if we are sincere about recog-
nizing the life and the work of a 
woman who lived not just because, but 
lived for a cause, one of which was 
voter registration and voting opportu-
nities for all people, that we would 
withdraw that insidious part of that 
bill that denies not-for-profits to reg-
ister voters in a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
way to enable them to be able to vote 
in elections. 

That is so important. We do it for 
places across the waters, and there is 
no better way that we can salute Mrs. 
Parks than to allow free and open reg-
istration for people in the United 
States of America. I would encourage 
that we do that. I thank the Delegate 
from the District of Columbia for al-
lowing me the opportunity to take a 
little part of this celebration of a Fed-
eral building in Detroit to express my 
sentiments and respect for a woman 
that I loved dearly and appreciate the 
long life that God granted to her. 

Today we pause to honor the life and leg-
acy of Mrs. Rosa Parks, the Mother of Amer-
ica’s Civil Rights Movement. 

It was on a bitterly cold day in December 
1955 when an unknown seamstress in Mont-
gomery, Alabama forever changed the course 
of American history. In the face of vicious rac-
ism and entrenched segregation, Rosa Parks 
was arrested for refusing to give up her bus 
seat to a white passenger. 

Her quiet courage inspired a 381-day bus 
boycott that brought the issue of legal seg-
regation into the national consciousness and 
launched the beginning of the modern civil 
rights movement in America. 

Today, her simple act of defiance continues 
to symbolize the power of non-violent protest. 

Rosa Parks’ actions on that bus a half-cen-
tury ago marked only the beginning of what 
became a lifelong fight for equal rights. Along 
with her husband Raymond, she was an ac-
tive member of the NAACP, serving first as 
secretary and later as adviser to the NAACP 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:59 Oct 27, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00096 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K26OC7.134 H26OCPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9201 October 26, 2005 
youth council. For over 20 years she faithfully 
served the people of Detroit on the staff of my 
colleague, Congressman JOHN CONYERS. In 
1987 she established a training school for De-
troit teenagers known as the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute for Self-Development. 
The Institute is noted for developing a special 
program for young people age 11–18 called 
Pathways to Freedom. Children in the pro-
gram travel across the country tracing the Un-
derground Railroad, visiting the scenes of crit-
ical events in the civil rights movement, tracing 
their heritage, and learning aspects of Amer-
ica’s history. 

Five years ago I had the privilege of intro-
ducing legislation that authorized President 
Clinton to award Rosa Parks the Congres-
sional Gold Medal of Honor. Standing in the 
Capitol Rotunda as such an extraordinary 
woman received the Nation’s highest civilian 
award was one of my greatest honors as a 
Member of Congress, and as an American. In 
keeping with her humble manner and unerring 
devotion to justice, Mrs. Parks used the occa-
sion to call on the Nation’s youth to continue 
her struggle until all people have equal rights. 

Rosa Parks was an American hero. While 
we honor her life here in Congress today, may 
we honor her legacy by always remembering 
that justice is a right we must never take for 
granted. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, all of us would like to claim a 
personal relationship with Rosa Parks. 
I thank the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan (Ms. KILPATRICK) for her leadership 
on the naming of this building, the 
timing and the ability for the legisla-
tion to make its way to the floor at 
this time to allow us to share our 
thoughts. I thank the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) for his guid-
ing hand, and certainly the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) as well, not only for her 
leadership, but also for the knowledge 
that she gives to this issue. 

I started by saying that we all would 
have liked to have had a personal rela-
tionship, but at least we can say that 
we had the opportunity to meet Rosa 
Parks. As we met her, we stood in awe 
as we have heard the words on the floor 
tonight, because, in fact, although she 
was a humble spirit, she was and con-
tinues to be larger than life. As we pro-
ceed to mourn her this weekend and 
through the coming months and weeks, 
there will be opportunities to name 
stamps after her and to seek ways of 
measuring the contributions that she 
made to America. 

I ask my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join us in the celebration. 
Let us not diminish the celebration of 
Rosa Parks and the role that she 
played in American history by any of 
the partisan politics that may take 
place. We are doing too much. Is this 
not enough? Because as the story is 
told, as we have already evidenced, she 
described herself as a simple seam-

stress. We realize that when she did sit 
down on that bus and she was arrested, 
there was no raising of the voice. There 
was a calmness. 

She simply told the bus driver she 
was not moving. I think the interesting 
thing for those of us who are trained as 
lawyers, she did not ask for her lawyer, 
but she asked for her pastor, Martin 
Luther King, a pastor of the Dexter Av-
enue Baptist Church. It symbolized the 
kind of woman that she was. But it 
also symbolized the passion that she 
had for civil rights and freedom in the 
NAACP and the fact that she wanted to 
create a movement, and a movement 
she created. But it was not just a 
movement. It was a thunderous sound 
across America that stood up and said 
no to the divisiveness and the horrific- 
ness of segregation and told America 
once and for all, as the only way that 
a seamstress with a mild manner could 
say, but like a mother, she said, you 
will not do this. You have been naugh-
ty, and now is the time to stop. 

For that I will be ever grateful, for I 
would not have been a graduate of an 
institution that I went to that was a 
majority institution. I would not have 
been able to go to law school had it not 
been for the courage of Rosa Parks, 
would not have been able to come out 
of the place where I lived, seen a great-
er day and a better opportunity, be-
cause we had, at that time, no 
thoughts of rising to the level of where 
we are today. 

So, Rosa Parks, may you rest in 
peace. We thank you for in that simple 
manner, quiet demeanor, but yet cou-
rageous stand, a big heart, a loving 
heart, be able to set the tone. 

As I close, let me join by saying, let 
us recommit ourselves to be a country 
that believes in one person, one vote, 
no barriers or obstructions to voting. 
No long lines, no bad balloting, no mis-
counts. No false registration. Let us do 
that in the name of Rosa Parks, and 
may she rest in peace. 

b 1815 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that time for de-
bate be extended for an additional 10 
minutes to be equally divided between 
both sides. This is a very important 
matter for the entire Nation. We are 
honoring a heroine, a treasure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Mrs. JONES). 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to thank the other side for 
agreeing to the unanimous consent, 
and I would like to thank my col-
leagues for giving me this opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebra-
tion of the life of a great heroine of the 
civil rights movement, Rosa Parks, a 
woman who dared to make a difference. 

As a child I traveled to Alabama. My 
mother was from Chilton County. I ex-

perienced the segregated South. I rode 
in the back of the bus. I used a colored 
restroom, and I went in the back doors. 
Thank God for Rosa Parks. 

I remember one day getting on a bus 
between Clinton and Birmingham, and 
the bus driver would not take my bag 
and put it on the bus. And I said, Sir, 
this bus ain’t going nowhere unless you 
put my bag on. And an older woman on 
the bus said, Girl, you better get on 
this bus and sit down. It is a long ride 
between Clinton, Alabama, and Bir-
mingham. 

There are few in history of this coun-
try that had the courage to stand up to 
the adversity with the dignity and 
strength of Rosa Parks. Her brave ac-
tion in 1955 began a movement that 
would change the face of the Nation. 
Oftentimes history has said that her 
reason for refusing to get up was be-
cause her feet hurt. The truth is she 
was tired, tired of enduring injustices 
and tired of being a second class cit-
izen. And as Fannie Lou Hamer said, 
‘‘Sick and tired of being sick and 
tired.’’ So she decided to make a dif-
ference. 

Rosa Parks’ legacy of courage in the 
struggle for justice for African Ameri-
cans in this country will be an inspira-
tion for generations to come. I offer my 
sincere condolences to her family and 
friends at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebration of 
the life of a great heroine of the Civil Rights 
Movement, Rosa Parks. A woman who dared 
to make a difference. 

As a child I traveled to Alabama and experi-
enced the segregated South. I rode in the 
back of the bus, I used the colored restroom 
and I went into the back doors. 

I remember riding the bus between Clanton 
and Birmingham and the bus driver refused to 
put my bag on. I told him the bus wasn’t going 
anywhere until he put my bag on. An older 
woman said: ‘‘Girl get on this bus, it’s a long 
ride between Clanton and Birmingham.’’ 

Thank God for Rosa Parks. 
There are few in the history of this country 

who have had the courage to stand up to ad-
versity with the dignity and strength of Rosa 
Parks. Her brave action in 1955, refusing to 
give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama 
bus to a white man, began a movement that 
would change the face of this Nation forever. 

Oftentimes history has said that her reason 
for refusing to give up her seat was because 
her feet hurt, but that was not the case. The 
truth is, she was tired. Tired of enduring the 
injustices of the segregated South. Tired of 
being treated as a second-class citizen or as 
Fannie Lou Hamer would say, ‘‘sick and tired 
of being sick and tired.’’ So she decided to 
make a difference that day in Alabama. 

Rosa Parks’ legacy of courage in the strug-
gle for justice for African Americans in this 
country will be an inspiration for generations to 
come. I offer my sincere condolences to her 
family and friends during this time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS). 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I view 
American history as a long process of 
closing the hypocrisy gap. When we 
first heard the words ‘‘all men are cre-
ated equal,’’ they certainly were not 
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equal, and women were not even men-
tioned. And many of the people in that 
great generation of the Founding Fa-
thers themselves owned slaves. 

This long and painful process of clos-
ing the hypocrisy gap has been closed 
to a large extent because of the cour-
age, the determination, the persever-
ance of giants like the one we are hon-
oring today. 

Rosa Parks is a national treasure. 
She has reeducated all of us in the 
value that we, in fact, are all created 
equal, men and women, people of all 
faiths, people of all pigmentation. This 
is a message that needs to be sent over 
and over again, and I am proud that 
this House this evening again reminds 
all of us that the hypocrisy gap is not 
yet fully closed. We still have some dis-
tance to go. But Rosa Parks is among 
those giants who closed that gap in 
large measure, and for that we are 
eternally grateful. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ROHRABACHER). 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of this motion. I think 
it is important for conservatives and 
Republicans to speak up at this mo-
ment because they did not speak up 
back in the 1950s when they should 
have. I think that this is a fitting mo-
ment for this conservative to offer his 
apology to all those who were active 
with Rosa Parks in the civil rights 
movement for not being as supportive 
as I should have been as well as other 
conservatives who I know. 

At that time many conservatives 
were blinded by the stupidity of the ar-
guments presented to us called ‘‘States 
rights,’’ which was a bunch of baloney, 
and we know that now. We know that 
the people who really were offering 
that argument, many of them had evil 
hearts and sinful hearts, and that they 
hate their fellow human beings and 
were trying to just oppose the efforts 
to perfect our country and to make it 
what our Founding Fathers and Moth-
ers dreamed it would be, a land of lib-
erty and justice for all. 

Rosa Parks and the other activists in 
the civil rights movement at that time 
were doing their part to try to make 
our country better, to try to live up to 
its ideals. So as we name this Federal 
building, as we talk about this tonight 
and honor this great lady, I think it is 
fitting for those Republican conserv-
atives to realize we did not do what 
was right back then. We recognize it, 
and we will make sure to do what is 
right in the future. 

I thank the people who have spoken 
today. I thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) for reminding 
us of what hypocrisy really was, and 
that we really should not be hypocrites 
in our lives, and we should speak out 
strongly for wonderful people who gave 
their lives trying to make this country 
a better place. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ROHR-

ABACHER) for the graciousness of his re-
marks. I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) for her great diligence in 
making sure that this bill would be in-
troduced and come forward now. 

I want to say in closing that we are 
accustomed to revolutions being made 
by armies. We must appreciate what it 
meant for the opening shot, as it were, 
of the civil rights movement to have 
come from a gentlewoman who simply 
sat in her seat. After 400 years of slav-
ery and discrimination, it might have 
been a bomb. It was instead an act 
which set the pattern of nonviolent re-
sistance for the entire civil rights 
movement. 

Please understand that Rosa Parks 
acted at great personal risk to herself. 
We may forget what life was like in the 
1950s. We all know this, that black men 
had been lynched for less, and yet she 
stood there not knowing what would 
happen after she was arrested. 

The remarks of the gentleman from 
California reminds us what she has 
done for our country, that essentially 
she has united our country with one 
message for all time, and that message 
does not know partisan lines. What she 
and the nonviolent revolution that she 
made that saved our country had done 
is to bring Republicans and Democrats 
to the same spot, to the understanding 
that equality under law is a basic 
American principle. We could celebrate 
that principle no better than by hon-
oring the woman who set off the revo-
lution with her gentle act, Rosa Parks. 

I thank my good friends from the 
other side for bringing this bill for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) for her 
comments and the comments of all of 
our colleagues tonight on both sides of 
the aisle. 

I continue to support this bill, as I 
know everybody in this Chamber does. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KUHL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2967. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL ON THE ELECTION OF 
AMBASSADOR DAN GILLERMAN 
AS VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
60TH UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 368) congratulating the 
State of Israel on the election of Am-

bassador Dan Gillerman as Vice-Presi-
dent of the 60th United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 368 

Whereas the 60th General Assembly of the 
United Nations will be held in New York 
City from September through December 2005; 

Whereas the United Nations General As-
sembly is presided over by a President and 21 
Vice-Presidents, who are nominated by the 
General Assembly’s five regional groupings; 

Whereas prior to 2000, Israel was the only 
member of the United Nations to be excluded 
from a United Nations regional grouping; 

Whereas this exclusion was the result of 
the refusal by Arab states to permit Israel to 
join the Asian group; 

Whereas this exclusion prevented Israel 
from serving as the President of the United 
Nations General Assembly, or as a member 
of any bureau in the General Assembly and 
its main committees; 

Whereas in 2000, Israel was accepted as a 
temporary member of the Western European 
and Others Group (WEOG), which includes 
Canada, the United States, Australia, and 
New Zealand, in addition to the countries of 
Western Europe, and its temporary member-
ship was extended in 2004; 

Whereas on April 21, 2005, the Western Eu-
rope and Others Group nominated Israel as a 
candidate for Vice-President of the 60th 
United Nations General Assembly; 

Whereas on June 13, 2005, the 191 member 
United Nations General Assembly elected 
Ambassador Dan Gillerman, Israel’s Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations, 
as one of 21 Vice-Presidents of the 60th Gen-
eral Assembly; 

Whereas Israeli Ambassador Gillerman 
called the election ‘‘a historic moment for 
Israel’’, which had last served as United Na-
tions General Assembly Vice-President in 
1952; 

Whereas Ambassador Gillerman also said 
that the election confirms that Israel is ‘‘be-
coming a more active and normal member of 
the [United Nations]’’; and 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan welcomed Israel’s election to the 
Vice-Presidency of the General Assembly: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Ambassador Dan 
Gillerman, Israel’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations, and the Govern-
ment and people of the State of Israel on 
Israel’s election as Vice-President of the 60th 
General Assembly of the United Nations; 

(2) welcomes the nomination by the West-
ern European and Others Group (WEOG) of 
Israel for the position of Vice-President of 
the 60th United Nations General Assembly; 

(3) welcomes the election by the United 
Nations General Assembly of Israel as Vice- 
President of the 60th General Assembly; 

(4) supports continued expansion of Israel’s 
role at the United Nations; 

(5) notes with concern that Israel remains 
the object of extreme vilification by many 
members of the United Nations; 

(6) further notes that Israel remains ex-
cluded from the Asian regional grouping 
within the organization; and 

(7) calls upon United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan to work to end the vili-
fication of Israel at the United Nations and 
to use his good offices to support Israel’s bid 
to join the Asian regional grouping. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 
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