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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON) (during the vote). Members
are advised 2 minutes remain in this
vote.

0 1929

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
missed three votes on October 25, 2005. Had
| been present | would have voted “yes” on
H.R. 3675 (the American Spirit Fraud Preven-
tion Act), H. Con. Res. 269 (Recognizing the
40th anniversary of the White House Fellows
Program) and H.R. 3256 (the Congressman
James Grove Fulton Memorial Post Office
Designation Act).

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today. |
would like the Record to show that, had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
votes 536, 537, and 538.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, due to a weath-
er related travel delay, | was unable to record
my vote for rollcall suspension votes 536
through 538. Had | been present | would have
voted “yes.”

————

HONORING OUR SOLDIERS IN IRAQ

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, the Pen-
tagon announced today that 2,000
American servicemen and women have
been killed in Iraq. On this same day,
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Iraqi officials announced that Iraq’s
constitution was approved with nearly
80 percent of the vote.

This progress on the political front is
in stark contrast with the failure to
set clear benchmarks on the security
front.

As the casualties continue to mount
and rise, the Bush administration con-
tinues to refuse to lay out a strategy
for a timeline for bringing our troops
home.

On this day of mourning, my
thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ilies who have lost their loved ones and
with all of our soldiers still serving in
Iraq today.

On this day of mixed messages, 1
renew our call to the administration to
outline their plans for bringing our
troops home. The best way to honor
our soldiers is to find a safe and re-
sponsible exit for them from a sov-
ereign and independent Iraq.

————
HONORING PETTY OFFICER
HOSPITALMAN THIRD CLASS

CHRISTOPHER THOMPSON

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a
very heavy heart today to express the
condolences of a grateful Nation and to
honor the 1life of Petty Officer
Hospitalman Third Class Christopher
Thompson, who passed away on Octo-
ber 21 while serving in Iraq.

A native of Wilkes County, North
Carolina, Petty Officer Thompson
served his country as a naval hospital
corpsman. In that role he cared for his
wounded comrades and was awarded
the Navy Commendation Medal during
his first tour of duty for aiding four
Marines hurt in a bombing.

Petty Office Thompson was a loving
son and brother. He leaves behind his
parents, Larry and Geraldine Thomp-
son; and brothers, David Thompson and
Jimmy Epley. May God bless them and
comfort them during this very difficult
time.

We owe this brave sailor and his fam-
ily a tremendous debt of gratitude for
his selfless service and sacrifice. Our
Nation could not maintain its freedom
and security without heroes like Chris-
topher who make the ultimate sac-
rifice. Americans, as well as Iraqis, owe
their liberty to Christopher and his
comrades who came before him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Petty Officer Christopher
Thompson. May God bless him.

THE SACRIFICE OF OUR FIGHTING
MEN AND WOMEN

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker,
the spokesperson for the Pentagon in
Baghdad today indicated that anyone
who even comments on the fact that
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2,000 fighting men and women have
died on behalf of the United States in
Iraq, anyone who even comments on
this, is undermining morale, should not
even be allowed to make a comment
unless they will be designated as hav-
ing a political agenda. He went on to
state that anyone commenting on the
fact that 2,000 fighting men and women
have died in Iraq in our name, that
anyone who even comments on that at
this stage is not entitled to regard
themselves as being truly a patriotic
American by implication. He went on
to say that this does not even rise to
the level of a story.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I bet it was a
story to the parents and loved ones of
the fighting man who died No. 2,000.
This is a benchmark, yes, a benchmark
of the failure and our failure here in
the Congress to come to grips with
what the word ‘‘sacrifice” really
means.

We are not sacrificing in this coun-
try. We are watching it on TV. We are
adding it up. We are looking at it, ob-
serving it, and not really under-
standing our obligation and our respon-
sibility to the true sacrifice of these
fighting men and women.

———

HELPING THE AUTOMOTIVE
INDUSTRY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, recent
events in the State of Ohio makes it
urgent that this Congress address
issues that relate to the automotive in-
dustry. Delphi’s recent bankruptcy fil-
ing may result in the closing of several
Ohio plants that provide thousands of
jobs. General Motors’ sharp cutbacks
in health care benefits for UAW mem-
bers and retirees as well as Ford’s an-
nouncement of sharp job cutbacks be-
ginning in January of 2006 possibly af-
fecting at least one major auto produc-
tion facility make it imperative that
we come together to do everything we
can to help protect America’s auto-
motive industry.

And we are doing that in Ohio by or-
ganizing not only our elected officials
and our labor officials but the business
community in coming together to ad-
dress the challenge to one of our
State’s largest employment sectors
that can only be met by a coordinated
effort of our entire delegation.

The automotive industry is in a state
of crisis. We are cooperating to bring
together all of the resources possible to
make sure that we protect the jobs of
autoworkers as well as all the allied
unions who work with them and to
make sure that one of America’s great
industries has the strength to endure.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SODREL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
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under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

THE NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMI-
NAL BACKGROUND CHECK SYS-
TEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, last
week in this House, we passed a gun li-
ability bill, and we gave immunity to
the gun manufacturers and gun dealers
that have never seen the likes of be-
fore.

With this passage of the bill and with
the President being there to sign it, we
are going to be counting on the NICS
system more than ever to make sure
that those that should not be able to
buy guns should not be able to get
them. It is going to put added responsi-
bility onto the NICS system, and the
NICS system is not ready.

People know that a computer is only
as good as the information that is
given to it. I want the Members to look
at this sign. In 25 States, 40 percent of
felons can buy guns, no questions
asked, mainly because 25 States have
entered less than 60 percent of their
felons into their computer systems.

When we talk about trying to pre-
vent gun violence in this country, I
have offered numerous solutions that
are common sense certainly to try to
protect the American people; and yet
this House, unfortunately, has not done
anything to try to reduce gun violence
in this country. In 13 States, subjects
of restraining orders can buy guns, no
questions asked. Thirteen States do
not list restraining orders, and yet cer-
tainly it is part of what we know that
those that are under restraining orders
are not supposed to be able to buy
guns.

This month we are also talking about
domestic violence awareness; and yet
we see constantly that we do not list
those that have been served with re-
straining orders, that there is no pro-
tection at all.

All States sell guns to those on ter-
rorist watch lists. All States sell guns
to those that are on a terrorist watch
list.

The majority of us here in Congress
fly a couple of times a week. We go
through the search. We take off our
shoes. At one point some of us are ac-
tually on that watch list, and we are
able to get off it when we find out when
a mistake is made. And yet we do know
that there are terrorists that are not
allowed to fly on our planes; yet they
can go into any one of our States and
they can buy a gun. Where is the com-
mon sense in that? Terrorists cannot
fly, but they can buy guns in any State
in this country.

H.R. 1415 is a bill that I introduced a
couple of years ago. It actually passed
here on the House floor by voice vote.
Unfortunately, the Senate did not have
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enough time to pick it up. I think the
time is really now to look at the NICS
Improvement and Enforcement Act and
it is time to pass it again.

If we are going to give gun immunity
to our gun dealers and to our gun man-
ufacturers, we still should be doing
something to make sure that the peo-
ple of the United States have the best
protection possible.

This bill is actually good for gun
dealers. It saves lives. It is time for
common sense. It is time for us to try
to change the way we talk about gun
violence, the second amendment, here
in this Chamber.

I honestly do not know that many
people that want to take away the
right of someone to own a gun. What
we are trying to do is put common
sense into our gun laws to prevent peo-
ple from dying, prevent accidents, and
also try to save the taxpayers money.

When we talk about spending over
$200 billion, $200 billion, a year associ-
ated with gun violence, health care re-
lated to gun violence in this country, I
think that is quite a bit of money.
When we are talking about sometime
this week possibly having a budget rec-
onciliation, and I am going to be in the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce tomorrow and I understand
that we are going to be cutting any-
where from $3 billion to $4 billion on
top of the $13 billion we have already
cut out of higher education, I think
$200 billion a year could help us. But
the House still does not have the will.

I am hoping that people will listen. I
am hoping that people will understand
that this is common sense; that if we
do the background checks, we can cer-
tainly prevent an awful lot of people
from buying the guns who should not
be buying the guns. Maybe we could
save some lives. Maybe we could have
education for the parents that buy the
guns, that they should be buying child
safety locks to make sure that their
children do not get ahold of a gun.
There are SO0 many common-sense
things that we can do.

I hope now that the House has passed
their major legislation on blocking any
kind of tort reform or passing tort re-
form for the gun industry and the NRA
has got their number one issue done for
the year, that we can start talking
about how we are going to save lives,
how we are going to prevent injuries,
how we are going to save money in the
health care system because of needless
killings and accidental deaths and sui-
cides. These are things that affect so
many families in different parts of our
country on a daily basis. I will be talk-
ing about this over the next several
months. I am determined to get this
passed. I hope my colleagues will be
there with me.

——————

O 1945
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SODREL). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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